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know from the records it's both places.

My Lady, he talks about sleeping in a dormitory --
this 1is at paragraph 36 -- and the fact that his mum's
house was very close, only a ten-minute walk, and he
could run home in three minutes.

He tells us about the staff there at paragraph 37.

There was a Mr or EWA A=Y L AM who was
_, and they were both team leaders. He talks

about a Mr Russell, who was the head teacher at
Howdenhall and was in overall charge, and he remembers

He says at paragraph 38:

'The atmosphere at Howdenhall was ok and we could
have a laugh as long andwere not
around, it was very different when they were.
was a bully. He'd chose what we could watch on the TV
and steal fags off the boys. He shouldn't have been
working with children and he'd been in trouble in the
past.'

He tells us then about routine. He talks at
paragraph 40 about Mr Motherwell being the one who would
let him out of the bedroom in the morning to use the
bathroom or to shower, and he says in paragraph 40:

'He wanted to be sure I didn't break a window and

try to run away on his watch. One time, me and [he
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He talks about some chores, like cleaning the tables
after meals, the dorms, sweeping up and keeping the
place clean, and he said there was a sweetshop, but
you'd have to have money from your family to buy sweets.

At paragraph 48, he says:

'"The school wasn't good, but there was no caning.

I got slapped by or the teachers for being
cheeky. We did metal work, maths, English. I couldn't
get the words on paper. If we misbehaved they gave us
the belt, but there was no cane. Howdenhall wasn't
guite as big on education as Balgowan was, it was more
relaxed.'

He talks at paragraph 49 about getting shingles and
being kept away from Howdenhall for three weeks so he
couldn't give it to other residents, and he saw that as
a bonus, that he wasn't allowed back for that period.

He says he never saw his social worker and she never
came to check on him.

Paragraph 52, he says:

'I ran away a lot at Howdenhall. I would smash
windows to get out and I was put in solitary confinement
as a result. I ran away overnight and two policemen got
me the next morning. I slept rough for a while when
I was thirteen and slept under the bridge. I broke into

shops and started drinking spirits like vodka at the age
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of 14.°

He then talks about the abuse at Balgowan and,
again, my Lady, that has been read in.

If we can go to paragraph 56, this is where he tells
us about abuse at Howdenhall. He says:

' used to take me to his house in Lasswade.
He used to put music on and he gave me alcohol and made
me drink it. I hated him. He was a pure monster. He
was sick and he caused me physical pain. He used to
catch me when I ran away from the assessment centre and
take me to his house. He took me to his house on more
than one occasion. It would be just me and him inside
the house. He had a wife, but he'd tell her to go out
and take the dogs for a walk. she was [ 2t
Howdenhall.

'"The two men, and ,. were the
main abusers, and the abuse was of a sexual nature.
EWA had master keys for the assessment centre.
I'd try to keep my head down so he didn't notice me, but
if he did I'd be taken into his office. He would lock
me in his office and do things to me then. I don't know
if he abused girls, but I know he abused other boys as
other laddies in the centre mentioned him.

'Because I was running away, I was put in a cell in

solitary confinement for three months. I smashed
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windows to run away and I was costing them money. I was
in a senior cell for three months. I had no visitors in
that time. I was just in the one room. It had

a plastic window and a bed with a thin mattress. I was
wearing just my underpants so I wouldn't try to run
away. I got just one hour's exercise time each evening.
There was another boy [he names him] ... he was put in
the womble cell.

"It was Christmas time when I was in solitary
confinement. The other boys were getting to go home on
Christmas leave, except for me [and he names another
boy] ... and he kept running away too. Then the team
leaders said one of us could go home and they tossed
a coin to decide which one. It was [the other boy] who
won the coin toss and I had to go into a cell so
I couldn't go home. I got a Christmas dinner in my
cell. My mum never asked why I was in solitary
confinement, she never said anything about it or
complained about it.

‘ had a big bunch of keys that he kept on
a large metal ring. He used to smash the keys and the
ring against my hand. I'd just have to look at him the
wrong way and that was enough for him. He'd call me to
his office. He tried to touch me, I started to push him

away. I was 15 by then and getting bigger and stronger
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and I told him I'd hurt him back.

' was the same, always trying to touch

me and watching me in the shower and he was

masturbating. At 15 I stood up to and the
abuse stopped, it was the same with [Eall but he

was harder to deal with. I'd go for a shower and he'd
be creeping about the showers and he'd try to do things
when I was in the shower. He got me on more than one
occasion in the showers on my own.'

He then goes on, my Lady, to tell us that he
suffered sexual abuse from a neighbour for years until
he was 15 as well, and that started after he was placed
in Balgowan. When he would run away and go home, the
neighbour would take him in, and that neighbour would
also come into his parents' house and abuse him.

When he was 15, he says he was allowed to become
a day boy at the assessment centre and sleep in his own
home and he was then a day boy for six months. At 16,
he left the care system.

He then talks about life after being in care between
paragraph 72 and 76. He stayed with his mum and his dad
for six months. 1In that time, he had six court
appearances. He says he was always fighting with the
police and getting into trouble.

He then met his wife and, at the time of this
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there for about two or three days, and then they were
caught by the police, taken to the police station and
taken to a children's home.

Then he tells us about the dates he thinks he was in
various places. I think we know from his records,
my Lady, he was in Howdenhall regional assessment centre

on three separate occasions. From the records, the

first time is _ 1981 to - 1981, so just
over four months; the second was _ 1981 to
B 952 and then the third time was [ 1983
until [ 1o8s-

He then tells us about the children's home, which

was where he went first, and he went there on

_ 1980, Erem His recerds Secondary Institutions - to be published
. 1 .

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
taken to

Howdenhall, and that's when he was admitted for the
first time in -1981.

He tells us about Howdenhall from paragraph 23
onwards. Again, he talks about the doors being locked
behind you, and he says that he was put in a cell with
no mattress and there was a toilet made of metal. They
threw his bedding in and locked him in all night, and

the next morning he was taken for breakfast.

He talks about a Mr and a Mr being
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, and also Mr[S\LM, who he called
A

He says there were young children there, about 6 or
7, and children were in there for all sorts of reasons,
like skipping school or getting in trouble with the
police.

He says he tried to settle into a routine, but he
kept getting moved in between the various places. He
tells us about going from the children's home, I think,
to Millpark, Abercree, Canaan Lodge, and in between he
was back and forward to Howdenhall.

He tells us about the routine.

At paragraph 20, he says the food was okay. It was
basic.

There was something called the classroom; however,
he says he wouldn't call what they did there schoolwork.
It was below his level and he did colouring in. That
was the first occasion. He says he doesn't remember
things being that way during his later times at
Howdenhall.

They would get pocket money if they behaved and
weekend leave, but it was just a day leave, not the
whole weekend.

He says there was a sort of uniform that they wore,

which was jeans and whatever they supplied.

221






10

11

12

13

14

15

1e

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

went home.

He tells us at paragraph 41:

'I did try to run away from Howdenhall, but
sometimes I was just late back. If you did try to run
away, you would get locked in a cell. Sometimes, you
could be in there for the whole weekend. The cell was
designed so that you couldn't hurt yourself.'

He then tells us about abuse at paragraph 42:

'One of the boys, [he names him], his younger
brother made an allegation against a member of staff,
. I believe now that it was an allegation of
sexual abuse. I remember [the boy] sitting in the

communal room, pulling his hair out.

'"There was a sexual allegation about at
Pease Bay. wasn't there after that. He had

been in charge of the smallest boys' room. I was in the
middle, then the older room. had been at

Dr Guthrie's. He was in his fifties by then. I just
tried to stay away from him, all the boys knew to stay
away from him.

'"There was an incident I had with it was
possibly during my second time there. It wasn't sexual
in nature, it was probably a physical assault but
I can't remember the details. I didn't see any sexual

abuse at Howdenhall, but it sticks in my memory about
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[the boy] pulling his hair out.'

He tells us about his time in Millpark.

He was

admitted there on - 1981, from paragraph 45. From

there, he went back to Howdenhall.

My Lady, we know from his records that he went back

to Howdenhall because he absconded from Millpark in

_ 1981, and he ended up being picked up by the

police. He was readmitted on _ 19812

He then tells us about going to Abercree,

rom paragraph 55. He went there from_ 1982
and was discharged in-1983. Secondary Institutions - to be published la

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

He then tells us about Canaan Lodge,

admitted there on - 198

%

s Y

He was there

and that's

and he was

until he

went back to Howdenhall in - pRcL:Jcgill Scoondary Institutions - to be
Secondary Institutions - to be published later

how he ended up back in the assessment centre for the

last month of his time in care.

I think we know from his records that his

supervision was terminated, ultimately, on_1983,

and he left from Howdenhall.

He tells us about life after being in care from

-
£
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'People are blind to what they don't want to see.
I hope there will be an acknowledgement of what
happened, an understanding of what went on, to find out
how it was ever allowed to happen, to examine the
failings of the system and what should have been done
differently. I should have been monitored more closely
in care. There should have been more effort made to
find the right place for me. Life could have been so
different.'

'"Kenneth' has made the usual declaration. He signed

his statement dated 23 November 2018.

LADY SMITH: Thank you wvery much.

I think we'll stop there for today, because I know
that the one outstanding read-in is quite a long one,
but I feel we should be able to fit it in on Friday.
Although we're hearing the final submissions for this
chapter, there should still be enough capacity within

the day to cover that then.

Meanwhile, three names: , LAM and
Mr . These are men who are not to be

identified as referred to in our evidence outside this
room because they have the protection of my general
restriction order.

Otherwise, thank you all very much, and I'll rise

now until 10.00 on Friday. Thank you.
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