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estimate in her statement, but states that she might not
be correct.

She tells us about her life before care between
paragraphs 2 and 5. She has two older brothers, and she
heard different stories about her parents growing up.

I think the records that we have say that her mother
took her own life and that seems to have then led to
various homes and placements. I think at six months
old, we know from the records, she went to stay with her
maternal grandmother, and that was her and her two
siblings. Then she was admitted to Glasclune on
-1964, at only 15 months old.

From then on she stayed in various different houses,
children's homes, placements, group homes, until she was
admitted to Midfield on_19?7, when she was
13 years old. I think on the run up to that, she was
at points split up from her siblings. I think that was
just after her eighth birthday.

She tells us about Midfield between paragraphs 6 and

jR-1-l Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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She talks about a community placement, I think she
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thinks she was there, supposed to be permanently, but it
seems to have been a little bit of a trial period, and
that's between 196 and 205, the paragraphs in her
statement.

I think the records we have show she only went to
stay with this couple for a few occasions and she never
really left Midfield, and then she was back in Midfield

from- 1978.

She talks about Midfield again from paragraphs 206

to 224. She was 15 by this time, -197’8,

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions S being in Howdenhall.

Then she tells us about Howdenhall from paragraphs

225 te 260. We know from her records, my Lady, she was

actually only in Howdenhall from-1979 to
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-1979, so a period of only about five or six days,
and she was aged 16.

She tells us at Howdenhall that nobody discussed
with her how long she was going to be there for, and
I think we know, I think from her, yes, she tells us
first of all that when she arrived, every door you went
through could be locked with a key. This is at
paragraph 227. She was terrified of locked doors and it
was all basically cells.

She talks at paragraph 229 about Mr, who they
called , who was a big, bald-headed man, and
was a big man.

At paragraph 231 she tells us that she was taken to
Howdenhall in handcuffs by two policemen. The records
we have show that she was taken there by a member of
staff from Midfield and the purpose of her being taken
there was for a four-week assessment. The records we
have state that Howdenhall didn't know she was coming,
and said they could not hold her legally. 2A children's
hearing wasn't possible, because she had turned 16 and
then Midfield agreed to have her back under pressure,
ultimately.

In any event, from 'Danni's' recollection, I will
read from paragraph 231:

'T was taken to Howdenhall in handcuffs by two
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policemen. I don't know who exactly met me when

I arrived, but I do remember it was two members of

staff. One was a male and one was a female. I was

frogmarched by the police into a room that had a locked

door and bars on the window.

At the time I thought that

it was a cell. I was absolutely shitting myself.

'In front of the police

then physically searched by

I was strip searched and

the two members of staff.

I had to stand up against the wall as if I was being

frisked. At one point they made me stand naked and

cough. I think they did that in case I was concealing

a knife. The staff members

then made me put on a gown

that was a little bit like a dressing gown. I felt like

I was being treated like a big hard criminal.

econdary Institutions - to be published later

that I had done.

Secondary Institutig

To me it was nothing

'I was then put into a freezing cold shower by the

two members of staff. They put this smelly shampoo

stuff on me for head lice.

I was made to scrub myself

with carbolic soap in case I had lice or scabies. I was

then made to put on clothes whilst I was standing still

soaking wet. They never even gave me a towel, so as

I could dry myself. After I got dressed, the police

went away. They went into one of the offices, I don't

know what they did in there.

I was made to sit next
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to change the channel. If you didn't want to watch what
was on, then it was tough. I know the boys had a pool
table, but that wasn't something that the girls had.'

She then tells us that they could smoke five
cigarettes a day, and that staff gave them their
cigarettes and controlled the matches.

If we can go to paragraph 249, she says:

'"They had a wee room which had a wee woman in it.
It was a bit like a first aid room. I don't know what
the woman's role was. I don't know whether she was
a staff member, a nurse or what. She never introduced
herself to me. There was one incident which involved
the plastic knives we were given during meal times.
I took one of the knives and sharpened it on one of the

WA

walls outside. I was going to use it on Mr |3 to get

him back, but ultimately decided that that wouldn't be

too clever. _ You would

call it self-harming nowadays. That was something that
I needed.

of a staff member and other children. I still have

_because I did that. I remember doing

that and receiving no medical treatment. All that

happened was that I was taken into a room by a member of
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she could. I remember her doing that in front of
everybody else. Everybody would be standing there
watching and nobody would do anything. That included
the boys, girls and other staff members.

'One dinner time I was trying to be a smart arse,
because I was trying to fit in. I was trying teo act
tough in front of some of the boys that I knew. When we
said grace I said, "For what we are about to receive the
pigs have just refused, amen", instead of what we
usually said. was standing behind me when
I said that. He grabbed me by the scruff of my neck and
my hair and dragged me through the dining hall.

I remember that everybody was laughing at me. He then
dragged me all the way upstairs, put me in a tiny wee
room and closed the door behind him.

'I found the room terrifying because I didn't like
small spaces. The room was probably less than six foot
sqguare in size. All that it had was a wooden bench and
a window that was high up. I remember I was freaking
out because he was a man and I didn't know what was
going to happen. then beat the living
daylights out of me. He punched me, slapped me, kicked
me and grabbed me by my face and throat. As he was
doing that he was calling me an "arsonist"”, "a little

bastard" and every name you could think of. I remember

12
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him going on about the fire. I didn't understand why he
was goling on about that, because it had nothing to do
with him.

'I'd had kickings before, but nothing like that in
my life at that point. I've never had a kicking like
that since. 1I've never seen anyone as angry as he was
in my whole entire life. The physical assaults that had
happened to me in care by that point were nothing in
comparison. He used every ounce of force in his being
when he was hitting me.

'The assault must have lasted half an hour in total.
It could have been longer or shorter, but that was how
long it felt like it lasted. It all finished with
telling me that I needed to be taught more
than one lesson, and that I was to stay in the room. He
then stepped outside, locked the door and told me that
I wasn't getting out. I remember thinking that I was
never going to get out. I went in there about 1.00 pm
and didn't get out until 5.00 pm. It was only four
hours, but to me it felt like four years. I was
absolutely terrified when I was in that room.

'It was one of the female staff members who let me
out. I was black and blue from head to toe when I came
out that room. I remember that the woman said that

I deserved a lot more than what I had received. Not one

13
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person gave a shit about me, even though it was clear
what had happened. The only people that cared were the
other boys there who knew me. I was terrified after the
assault in Howdenhall by . I tried not to
speak. I never even said grace, I just mumbled under my
breath. I remember that he was always behind me
watching. I remember him telling me that I was the

class clown.'

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later She says she was

left with him in the visiting room with the door locked

and whilst they were in the room together, he sexually
assaulted her.

She then talks about going to court and said that
she pled guilty during the court hearing and said the
judge turned to her and said that she was a nuisance to
society and that she would have to stay in local
authority care until she was either 18 or 20.

She says that she thinks the order that was made at
that time was a supervision order, and that was the
first time she realised that she could have walked out
of care at any point up until then.

She says at paragraph 263 she was told that she

14
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At paragraph 263, halfway down, she says:

] Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be p ed later

SEULERAUEIE T yas then taken from the court back to

Midfield by the police. I wasn't taken in handcuffs.

I was told by the police that I wouldn't be placed in
them unless I misbehaved.'

Then she tells us about going back to Midfield

between paragraphs 264 and 272, so this was -1979,

she was aged 16. Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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She was transferred to two different placements then

in Windsor Square in-1979 anc‘t-1979.
I think she was back to Midfield again, SECUECWRNSHIIELE

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

She then tells us about Seaview Children's Home, as

an emergency placement, and we know from the records

that was-l979 and she tells us about that

between paragraphs 302 and 342.

15
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She was then placed in Coventry for a period of
time, that was -1981. She tells us about that
between paragraphs 343 and 382. She was aged 17.

She then went to Red House Home Trust in

Musselburgh, and tells us about that between paragraphs

383 and 438. This was _1981, and she was aged

18 by this point. Secondary Institutions - to be published later
Secondary Institutions - to be published later

We know from our records, my Lady, that she went

back to Coventry for a period, and she was back to Red
House and then she went to Barony Hostel, that was on
-1982, when she was 19. She talks about Barony
Hostel between paragraphs 439 and 443.

She then went to court and she was told that she was
free and after six weeks she could apply for a house and
go to college. So she was back in Barony House for six
We know from her records, my Lady, she started college
in January 1983 and by-1983, she was living in her
own flat.

She then talks about life after care between

paragraphs 451 and 459. She studied to become a vet but
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MS FORBES: It does, my Lady.

I think now we move to closing submissions. I don't
know if it is appropriate to have a short break or

whether we want to just move to that?

LADY SMITH: We could just move on to closing submissions

now.
Mr Peoples, if you would like to set the scene and
while you are getting organised, there was one name
there that I mentioned on a number of previous occasions
as somebody who has the protection of my
General Restriction Order; . He is not to be
identified as having been referred to in our evidence
outside this room.

Mr Peoples.

MR PEOPLES: My Lady, I will keep my comments short today.

Closing submissions from Mr Peoples

MR PEOPLES: We are now at the stage of closing statements

and we have received closing statements on behalf of
Rossie Young People's Trust from Mr Haywood, who will be
addressing you shortly, and also closing remarks for the
City of Edinburgh Council from Mr Batchelor, who is also
here today.

I don't really plan to say very much. We have had
12 days of evidence. I think we have had 21 oral

witnesses, and 25 read-ins, or thereabouts. Obviously

19
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children who were meant to be in a safe place, where
care was meant to be given.

Instead, the Inquiry heard what was repeated
incidents of brutality. That that abuse took place is
a disgrace. My Lady, you saw the demeanour of
Mrs Geaney when she was questioned about the evidence
that she heard. She was horrified. When matters were
put to her by the Inguiry's counsel, she took no issue
with the experiences that the witnesses had described,
and how could she. As the leader of today's Rossie, she
has asked me to emphasise that her witnessing of this
terrible evidence has been impactful and painful, and
that should be so, and I think my Lady saw that.

In my submission, when regard is had to the evidence
of witnesses, whether they were in the witness
statements that were read in or in the witnesses who
gave evidence, it is clear that when children at Rossie,
they were treated appallingly.

Given what witnesses said about the punishments
administered by and at least one , it
would appear that at times a culture of brutality was
led from the top of the organisation, and that it didn't
seem to be hidden. That people outside Rossie likely
knew of the culture, yet seemed to have stood by is hard

to fathom. I have referenced the witness statement of

22


















































































































