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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

BEW

Support person present: No

My name is My maiden surname was [JJjjjj and | am known
as [l My date of birth is | 1958 and | am presently fifty-nine years

of age. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

All | know about my life before | went into care is from what I've read in my files and
from the little bits | was told while | was in care.

My dad was [N :rd my mum was [l Mum used to get called
- | don’t have any brothers or sisters although my mother brought up a boy who
was not her own later on. | never had much contact with my mum for a number of
years.

| know that | lived in Edinburgh, where my mother’s father was, and my records say
that | was down in England somewhere. | have no memory of that. Apparently we

were travelling all over the countryside and | was getting left with dubious people.

| was taken into care when | was one year old because | was neglected. My dad
was in and out of jail and living off my mum’s immoral earnings, according to my
records.
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times there was lan Goodyear, ladies called Morna, Margaret and
Agnes as well as other staff, but | can’t remember their names. 1 think they all had
homes elsewhere and would only be sleeping at Balcary when they were on duty.

There were maybe about eighteen boys and girls there, ranging in ages from four up
to about sixteen. The youngest child | can remember was _ who was
four.

Balcary House is the only place | have ever felt at home. All the former kids that |
keep in touch with on “Facebook” say the same. Even now, as soon as | walk
through the front door | feel something. It never felt like an institution, it was always
my home. There was always happiness and there was always laughter.

| think all the kids there came in with their own problems, but Miss O’Brien, Mr and
Mrs Barron and the rest of the staff always had time for everybody. Even the
townsfolk of Hawick were accepting of the kids at Balcary and treated us well.

Routine at Balcary House, Hawick
Mornings and bedtime

We were woken in the morning by whichever member of staff was sleeping in the
room next to ours. | can’t remember what time that would have been. Most of us
had alarm clocks on our bedside cabinets and would often be awake anyway.

We would all then go to the bathroom up the stairs, brush our teeth and wash at the
sink. In there was a rail with hooks that had our names on and we all hung our own
towels on there. After that we'd get ourselves ready for school and go downstairs to
the diningroom for breakfast. After breakfast we would all get out coats on and walk

to school.

Mealtimes/Food
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really feel for them. Not every home was bad though and Balcary was one of the
good ones.

Mr Barron, the house father, died just last week. When | heard | put a wee piece up
on my Facebook page thanking him for teaching me right from wrong. | wanted to

recognise how he and his wife looked after me in my hour of need.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Signed...
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