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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

MRZ

Support person present: Yes

My name is My date of birth is -1937. My contact details are

known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

My earliest memory of my childhood is living in the Falkirk area of Scotland. | stayed
with my mother, father and three older sisters. || Jfvas the oldest, then -

and

When | was around four years old | was out with my mother when she was knocked

down and killed by a bus. | was in hospital afterwards. | remember this very clearly.

My father took care of us after the accident.- my sister would also help when
dad was at his work. My dad died when | was seven years old. He had went for an

operation for a perforated bowel and he died during the operation.

After my dad died our Uncle-moved ina.  '~oked after us. | don't even know if

he was our real uncle. | can’t remember knowing hi. vefore he came to our house.

Before | went into care | had attended- Primary School, which is between Stirling
and Falkirk.

It was about a year after my father died that myself and -were taken away. One

of my aunties took in - and -
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Impact

In one way | didn’t like coming to Australia. Life on the farms was very hard. | had to

travel a lot to go to work. In another way Australia has been good for me up to now.
None of the homes | was in showed me any love or care in the way my mum would
have. When you were moving from home to home no one ever explained to me what

was happening. It was like cattle being moved from one place to another.

| don't think that the authorities had the right to send me to Australia. | thought | was

going there on holiday. | had no idea that | was going to stay.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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