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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

Support Person Present: Yes

1. My full name is My contact details are known to
the Inquiry.
Background
2. | have never received any formal education and as a result | have great

difficulty reading and writing. | also have a great difficulty in remembering
dates times and names of persons | have encountered when | was in care
and throughout my later life. | suffer from a number of health problems and
psychological problems which | associate as being caused primarily from my
time in care.

Life before going into care

3.

| was born and brought up in Falkirk, Scotland. | lived with my parents
and my sister in ||} I F2'kirk. | don’t remember much about my
sister or my parents. My father was an alcoholic and used to abuse me which
caused me to run away from home. | used to be a bed wetter as a result of
the beating | took from my father. My mother preferred girls to boys and used
to force me to wear my sister’'s hand down clothes. My parents are both dead
and | have no idea where my sister is or if she is still alive.

Institution

The Royal Scottish National Hospital, Larbert

4.

| still do not know why | was subsequently put into care at age four and a
half. | was to remain in care at The Royal Scottish National Hospital, Larbert,
for the next 11 years of my life. | did suffer from pneumonia as a child but I'm
not sure if that is the reason that they put me into the hospital. | also ran away
from home when my father beat me | never appeared at a children’s court or
anything like that. Some of the patients had been at Carstairs State Hospital
and were much older than me.
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Other information

66. | have not had any contact with the other residents at the R.S.N.H. who
were there when | was. | didn't really make any friends there.

67. You have asked me about lessons to be learned and | would have to say
that children should not be put into care. If they are there should be checks
done as to the reasons and the institution that they are going to. There should
be close monitoring of the children when they are there. You do not want what
happened to me to be repeated | was very much “out of the frying pan and
into the fire”.

68. | would like to remain anonymous and would not like to give oral evidence
to the Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry. My children do not know what happened
to me. | now have 7 grandchildren and would not like them to know.

69. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of

the evidence to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this statement are
true.
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