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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

Support person present: No

My name is My date of birth is - 1955. My contact

details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before boarding school

My mum and dad lived in | fin East Dunbartonshire and we then moved to a
place called- Renfrewshire, where they bought a farm. My younger days
were spent on the farm and | found being brought up there interesting. It was exciting,

hard, tough and eye opening.

My parents were- and _ Although we lived on a working farm,
my father wasn't a farmer, he had an_ business in Glasgow. My
mum was a housewife and looked after the workers at the farm. | had two older

brothers, -who was ten years older than me and-who was two years
older than me. | had a younger brother,- who was six years younger than me.

To start with at- | went to Hamilton Park School in Glasgow. | had a first
class experience in Hamilton Park, they were nice people and there was nothing

untoward to report there.

Very quickly the education situation changed and | was taken to the school in Largs
as a day boy before | later became a boarder. That was when the horrors began.
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Largs chapel every Sunday and on holidays of obligation when there would be a
special mass and a half day or something. There wasn't a chapel in the school to my
knowledge. You went to confession at the same place in Largs, perhaps the evening

before mass but I'm not sure.
Visits/inspections

On a Sunday we were allowed out of St Columba's. My mum or dad would visit and
we would go along the promenade and get ice cream. My parents will have taken me
and-out at the same time but for some reason, | don't remember him there. It
was available to do most Sundays and if no one came for you then another family
might take you out.

| know my brother-was at St Columba’s at the same time as me but for some
reason, | can't picture him there. | don’t know why that is.-was older than me
and he probably moved to Dumfries when | was still in Largs and there was a period
of time when | was at St Columba’s on my own.

I'm not aware of their having been any inspections.
Running away

In 1965, | made my escape one day as terrible things were happening to me. | knew
where the bus depot was because | used to be a day boy so | went from the school to
the bus depot and went upstairs on the first bus | saw. | hid under the front seat but
the bus staff s e do it and they saw the blazer so they phoned the school and a
Brother called came to get me. He arrived with the cook who had a van and

they brought me back.

| subsequently asked my older brother did they ever know that | had ran away but he
didn't know anything about it. That was one occasion that | always think why were
alarm bells not ringing then? | don't recall anyone else running away.
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on. Then Germanus told me to get back down from the table and to go into the

bathroom again.

In the bathroom he took a dry towel and was supposedly cleaning my back because it
was dirty. It wasn’t dirty. | then put my pyjamas back on and went back through to my
bed. Nothing else happened that time. | can honestly tell you that | was just frozen

After the first night, the bag lifting happened a few times but then the hatch got
dispensed with and it was straight into his room. He would just come to my bed and
take me away into his room or into the bathroom where | would take my pyjamas off
because | didn't want a clatter to the head. He was always checking if my neck was
dirty. He would appear barefooted, wearing only a white vest and he would stand me
in the bath and masturbate against my back. | didn’t know what that was then but |
know now.

| would wipe myself down, put my pyjamas back on and then go away back to bed like
a little puppy. That was the scene for a long number of years. That happened two to
three dozen times in the months | was there.

Germanus did whatever he wanted to do with me. He did vile things either in his room
or in that bathroom or a few times in the hallway. He would finger me in the hallway
and he would finger me and masturbate against my back in the bathrooms. He always
had me out of my pyjamas and he was masturbating.

On one occasion, the whole school was at a church service at the front at Largs and
Germanus was sitting beside me as usual. He was touching me inappropriately on the
upper, inner leg, but nothing bad, it was an open situation, and | soiled myself. | had
to be taken back to the school by older boys and | live with that every day of my life.
The touch of him was enough to make me soil myself and | had to be taken back to
the school much to my eternal shame but nobody asked “what is wrong with
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Unlike St Columba's, | could nearly draw you an architect's picture of St Joseph's. It
was a massive, three floored, sandstone building with a substantial hallway and wide
corridors. It was state of the art in its day and the old building joined onto a brand new
wing where there was a theatre, science labs and things like that. The ground floor
had all the facilities and upstairs there were dormitories to the left and right.

The dormitories were big open rooms with about forty to sixty iron frame beds. There
wasn'’t any privacy but you got a locker at the side of your bed for your bits and pieces.
Dormitories were divided by age with younger boys on the lower floor and as you went
up to the third floor there would be older boys and some people who were privileged
like class captains. Some boys had a sectioned off curtained area.

There were beautiful grounds outside with two other buildings One building was for
older Brothers to live in and one for the younger kids to stay in. The dormitory for the
younger boys may have been there and the schooling was in the main building.

When | think about it now, | was already getting stronger when | arrived at St Joseph's.
What happened to me at St Columba’s wasn't going to be happening to me again. |
was stronger in myself although obviously | wasn't speaking about it and | thought |
never would. | grew in confidence a bit within myself but it didn’t stop me wanting to
get away.

| remember that there were lots of lay teachers as well as Marist Brothers. | remember

Brother. the Brother John-Paul or Paul, he became R

Brother David, the finance man and Brother who was a stern man.

If you said one wrong word to Brotherthen your hands were out and he
would pull the belt out. He wore a belt for hitting you and kept it wrapped, like a bra
strap, under his clothes. | never got the belt from him but many did and | saw that
happen. He was ruthless and would use the belt if boys were running or swearing but
| think he just liked using it. Brotherwas a mischievous person who should never
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Mass was every morning before breakfast but you didn’t have to go every morning,

you only had to go on a Sunday.
Work

You had a laundry bag at the end of your bed that was picked up and taken away. You
were to keep your bed and your locker spotless. Brother supervised the
dormitory but | never saw anyone punished for failing to keep their bed and locker

spotless.
Visits/Inspections

| was visited periodically by family when | was at St. Joseph'’s but nothing was set in
stone so | might have got two visits in a week and then nothing for a month. When
they did come we would go somewhere in the car like a hotel to get something to eat
or we would go for a run in the country.

| don’t remember there being any inspections.
Sibling

The school was much larger than St Columba’s so my recollection of my brother-
is even less at St Joseph's. He was two years older than me and there was a definite
divide between his age group and my age group. | can't remember anything about

him. | can’t even remember sharing a packet of crisps with him.
Family contact

There was a phone box in the school, on a landing where the old and new buildings
joined. | cried in that phone box for a year when | phoned home. | had to phone the
operator and ask for an exchange call to_ and then they would put me
through free of charge.
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| never ran away from St Josephs and | don’t recall anyone else running away. You
wouldn't really have had to run away because you could go in the morning and you

probably wouldn't be missed until night time.

Discipline

My friends were _- and _and they were about

my age. There was also a boy call -from Motherwell, a boy called

_and_i got on well with my peer group. Some of the day boys
tried to be bullying types but | never had any problems and | avoided confrontation.
There was a no nonsense teacher called _who was a bit of an enforcer
and | heard that if you were to mention that kind of problem to him then he would sort
it out but he didn’t have to do that for me.

All the standard rules were in place about behaviour. There was plenty of strap, as it
was called, given out. Sometimes boys were caught smoking so you got the strap for

things of that nature but | didn’t smoke.

| got the strap on one occasion. | wouldn't be able to say what | got it for but | got it
along with others. | think we were in a building we shouldn’t have been in and | don't
think the strap was the right punishment but we got it anyway. It was administered by
Brother kESwho was renowned for it. | wouldn’t have been involved in anything that
deserved the strap but we were in the wrong place at the wrong time. | was struck on
the flat of the hand twice in front of the others who got it at the same time. It was done
there and then and | would doubt that there was a record kept of that. There would

have been report cards sent home.

Whilst corporal punishment happened at St Joseph’s, it certainly wasn't a big feature
considering the number of pupils. There was the odd person that couldn’t stay out of
trouble and they would get the strap another two or four times.

At about the age of thirteen we started rebelling a bit and we used to go down into the

town with two local boys who knew where to go. We would have pints in a place called

17



94.

95.

96.

a7.

98.

WIT.001.002.8889

the Beverley Hotel and that went on for a long time. | was sometimes wearing my
school blazer when we went there. | don't think | was ever visibly under the influence
of alcohol when | got back to school and | never got into trouble. | don't think they ever
knew.

Abuse at St Joseph’s College

The other kids were nice and there was a culture that older boys would mark the
younger boys’ cards. The older boys would say to you, don't find yourself up a corridor
with him about Brothers and you avoided one on ones with any Marists that you were
warned about. One of the older boys who | recall saying that to me was-
but there were others.

Brother is the one of the Brothers that springs to mind as being one that | was
warned about. | was warned never to be caught alone with him but | never saw
anything untoward. | was warned about Brothery-and other boys

but it was an open secret that Brother il

was a dangerous predator.

Some of the boys had curtained off areas within the dormitory and he lived in there.
He had a room with a closing door and it was known that he would find his way down
to the communal showers and hang about there. There was no official supervision of
the showers but he made it his role because he wanted to be standing there. | have a

memory of seeing him at the showers in full garb.
Brother was putting in his time and, given what | had heard from other boys,
he was dangerous for kids. It was an open secret that Brother | had a drink

problem.

There were lovely Marist Brothers and they seemed kind and friendly to me but my
experience there was that | was putting in my time and | needed to get out.
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Leaving St Joseph’s College

99. When | was fifteen | left Dumfries and went home for two weeks until accommodation
was arranged in Glasgow and then | left and never went home again.

100. |left St Josephs after the first set of exams. | was given no preparation for leaving and
there was no support after | left. | remember that | was finished and | was not going
back so it was a chapter that | could draw to a close. | didn't have any contact with

staff after | left and although | believe there were reunions, | didn’t go to one.

Life after boarding school

101. After St Josephs | went to Glasgow to live and | was working in various jobs. | was
drinking heavily and getting it all wrong. | was limited in what | could do because | had
no C.V. and no exam results to speak of so | did various jobs until | could drive. |
became a driver and sales person for an engineering supplies company and worked
my way up in there. | worked all over Scotland on oil and gas rigs and then moved

onto jobs which required experience in safety.

102. | married at twenty one and had three daughters. | found my way as best | could and
| was a good provider. | was offered a job in Northern Ireland which | did for a number
of years and then | was offered a job elsewhere due to being able to do that job well.
I moved to the Republic of Ireland and worked for Shell but as a self-employed person
because | didn’t have the C.V. to be employed directly. | generally fought my way
through life.

Reporting of Abuse

103. In 2013, | was at a family wedding in Ayr when an older lady approached me and

. N\ ; family nz .
asked me if | was and if | one of from- | said that

| was and she went on to ask if | went to the school in Largs. When | said that | had
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111. Ronnie McEwan was very open with me at the first meeting and when discussing Largs
he told me that there were two buildings next to each other at St Columba’s and he
said that one of the buildings in Largs had been a holiday home for Marists and that
someone had the idea to get some boys in to teach. Ronnie McEwan rolled his eyes
as if to express astonishment up when he told me this as if to say that was the last
thing on their mind.

112. | was warned about Brother

when | was at St Joseph's and when Ronnie
McEwan moved on to talk about Dumfries he told me a story about having to go and
get a brother back from Ireland because was facing serious
accusations of abuse at Dumfries. He told me that Brother had agreed to come

back but he died before he could face the allegations.
Second meeting with Ronnie McEwan

113. Some time went by and nothing was happening and | hadn'’t heard from the police so
| phoned Ronnie McEwan and he invited me to come and see him. | went to see him
in the Kinharvie Institute in Partick and he started trying to counsel me on how to get
over everything.. He started acting like the counsellor saying that he was going to help
me but | told him that what | wanted was to speak to the other boy. At that point he
told me that the other boy did not want to speak to me. | asked what the other boys
name was and Ronnie told me that they couldn’t give me the name and that he didn’t
want to speak to me. | thought that was strange and when | told Ronnie McEwan that
| would have thought the boy would want to compare notes with me if he was in touch
with the Marists. He confirmed that the boy was in touch with them regularly.

114. | didn't want the meeting to become a counselling session and | told Ronnie that |
didn’'t want to talk like that. Ronnie had started speaking about when he was a boy
and he had his first erection and during that conversation he gestured towards his own
penis. So | was sitting in a room with 2 man in Partick talking about erections and | just

didn't want to be there. | was having flashbacks to the abuse by Germanus
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115. | told Ronnie that | hadn't heard from the police yet and he said he would chase that
up. He again encouraged me to write to Professor Leo Martin. We left it there and he
came out to meet my wife in the car and at that point he was crying and she was

crying. He was hugging us and telling us that everything would be alright.
Contact with [l

116. In between the second meeting with Ronnie McEwan and seeing him for a third time,
my wife told me that my nephe had gone to St. Columba’s. We are not
a close family so | didn't know that. We got a number for my nephew and
phoned him.

117. During the phone call | asked him if he had been to the school in Largs and he said
that he had been and then uttered some expletives about the Marists. | told him that |
needed to speak to him so he came to see me before my next meeting with Ronnie

McEwan.

118. He told me his story from Largs, he didn't tell me everything but he told me things had
happened to him seventeen or eighteen years after me and Germanus was the name
featuring all the time. Then he told me that he was there the day that they killed Aldo
Moroni, the bay that died in St Columba’s. He described being up on the landing when
Germanus was “beating fuck out of Aldo Moroni”. He was very animated about the
attack and how vicious it was. He told me he didn’t know why Germanus was beating
Aldo but that Germanus had kept Aldo in his room. He told me that they all went to the
funeral and that they were told that Aldo had had a heart attack.alked about
regretting never having done anything about it. | said it was time to do something about

it now. | told him it was outrageous.

119. | got in touch with a lawyer called David Boyce who was based at Bothwell Street in
Glasgow. When | was discussing that the case had been reported to the police, the
lawyer asked who had reported what had happened to me to the police and | said the
Marists were doing it. The lawyer then phoned me back about 15 minutes later and
said that he had spoken to Dumfries and Galloway Police and that they didn’t know
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Police

124. | contacted the police in Kilmarnock in early 2015 and by this time they had heard
about me. | went to Glasgow to see them in a police station near Parkhead and | sat
with them for three hours and told them everything.

125. The police told me that Germanus was dead and there was nothing that | could do.
Ronnie McEwan had told me that Germanus had died in 1998.

126. There were emails back and forwards with the police which have the names of the

N' GT
officers. | also told them about my nephew

127. The police came back and said that | should leave it alone and told me that Aldo was
a sickly boy and that they had spoken to the parents and Aldo’s mother had said that
she thought that all of this was behind her. | thought her reaction should have been
different to that. | know that Aldo is not my fight but something absolutely stinks and |
feel like a coward because if | had spoken up earlier and reported Germanus then
Aldo Moroni would still be alive.

128. A female police officer at Kilmarnock police told me that there were five statements in
relation to the beating of Aldo but that they weren’t opening up the case. A policeman
called Hogg told me that | should move on with my life which was easy for him to say.
They changed who was dealing with the case three times.

129. A man called &8 has also been in touch with me. He has told me that
he witnessed Aldo being beaten by Germanus and that Aldo was kept in a room with
Germanus.

Contact with my brothers

130. |didn’t speak to my brother [l for fifty years. He was in a bad way and | used to do
a bit to help him but he didn't know it.
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131. After speaking to me, Kilmarnock police wanted to contact- | explained to the
police that | wasn't in contact with- but | knew where he was. | agreed to give
them-address but | didn’t want them to go and see him yet. | wanted to go and
see him first so that | could ask him if he had anything to add about what had
happened. | went to see him four or five times and he never uttered a word, he was in

a bad way with drink.

132. The meetings were not pleasant because we hadn't spoken in a long time but by about
meeting number six, in the latter half of 2016, it took about a year before we were able
to speak, | asked him if he remembered Largs. He immediately asked me not to speak
to him about Germanus. | pointed out that | hadn’t mentioned Germanus and | asked
him why he had mentioned him at which point he said "l never knew what was going
on. Don't think | knew” | asked him what he was talking about and he told me that
Germanus used to come to the farm in the holidays to see me-said that he
would be sent, by my mother, to meet the bus and that he would walk Germanus up
to the farm. He told me that Germanus would ask where | was but that | would be
away hiding. | didn’t know about these visits by Germanus.

133. -also said that there was a nurse who lived in a cottage in the playing fields who
told him to watch his little brother with Germanus. | asked him what he thought she

meant and he said that he didn't know.

134. - broke down and told me about what had happened to him. He said that nothing
had happened to him at Largs but that the Marists once took him to a football
tournament in Sligo, supposedly a Glasgow Celtic tournament. He wasn’'t good at
football but he was of the age to go at about 9 or 10 years old. At that point, he was a
brave and courageous boy who was willing to try anything. He said that he met people
over there who were really bad people. He had tears running down his face and he
couldn’t say specifically what had happened but he said that they were disgusting and
that they would do anything to you.

135. -said that when he came back he went to Dumfries and he told a Brother called
“thewhat had happened in Sligo and the took his pyjamas off him
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and used the buckle end of the belt to beat him until he was bleeding. Other Brothers
took the SRS off of him and put-in the infirmary inside the College for a few
days.

136. [JIltoia me that Brothe: [N the [ vistd him in the infirnary and told

him that he must never ever let his mother know what had happened-told me
that Broiher said to him that he needed to learn to keep his pyjamas on but

-told me that he had never taken his pyjamas off. He had tears running down his
face telling me that.

137. He had the courage to come back and speak up and that was how he was treated.
There was little or no contact between us for fifty years, we wouldn't have been
together five days in all those years but he was able to tell me about Germanus and

the Sligo trip. Other people must have known.

138. | have no relationship with my brother- and he refused to speak to the police
in Kilmarnock. They asked if he could shed any light on my time in Largs and he
refused to speak to them.

139. Sometime after | had left St Joseph's, when | was about 17 or 18 years old,-
told some of my friends the story of how he had the phone cut and | remember that he
told them that | was always on the phone from St. Joseph's crying. | was there when
he did that and | reminded him of that when Kilmarnock police wanted to speak to him.
| asked him to tell the police about it but he said he couldn't remember that. | said to
him that he remembered it one day when he was telling my pals about it. We don't

speak now.
Civil Action

140. My solicitor received a letter from Leo Martin in 2014 saying that the Marist Brothers
were a charity and that there was nothing | could do to them. The Marist, Brendan
Geary, got in touch with a counsellor in Cambridge so | went along to see her. They

were paying her £40 a fortnight to see me for an hour but when she heard the story
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the barrister for the other side turned to me and pointed a finger at the side of his

temple and drew a circle there indicating that | was mad.

After my civil action _my barrister was contacted by
and | allowed my number to be passed on to him phoned me

and told me that he knew Ronnie McEwan and that he also had problems with
Germanus. He told me that he was desperate to speak to me but that no-one had
contacted him from the Marists to tell him about me.

Ronnie McEwan had told me during a phone call after our second meeting 1hat
was not worth speaking to as he had problems with drugs and it wouldn’t be a good
experience for me to meet him. Ronnie is keen to have his arms around you and to
cry with you but really he is thinking how can he get out of this as fast as he can. |
thought he was a scurrilous bastard. | poured my heart out to him and his only
thought was to abuse me again.

Sl t0!d me things that made sense to me. | was abused in 1965, Aldo died in
1980 and |l was abused in the 1970s. gl wanted to meet but | said that, in
case things come to a head one day, it would be better that we hadn't sat in a room
together but | told him that | was happy to speak to him and if there was anything |

could do for him then | would do it.

Impact

When | was fifteen | left Dumfries and went home for two weeks and then left and
never went home again. | didn’t have a Christmas in the house again, an Easter or
anything. My family didn't know what was wrong with me and | wouldn’t tell them. |
reckoned | was going to murder my father. | started drinking at thirteen in Dumfries

and | didn't stop. It was easier not to stop.
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158. There's a room in your mind that you don’t allow yourself to go into but you can still
see through the door and you can glimpse at things. There's a room there that you
dare not go in and that's how | handled it for fifty years. You don't go in the room but
the room comes to meet you sometimes, lying on the pillow, and you get a shiver down
your spine. Germanus was the worst type of person. The unnecessary viciousness
because | was crying. | didn't know what the sex part that he was doing to me was but
| certainly knew there was a guy hitting me on the head and that it was not right. It has
been a cancer on my soul which persists to this day.

Records

159. |don’t have any paperwork but Lady Wolfe asked the Marists if they had any records
and they said they had one little box with some documents in it from the past. They

weren’t required to keep any further records because they were a private school but

. v s ily na LZwW
in that box was notification of payments from the for-

Lessons to be Learned

160. The way | see it now is that people are very aware of abuse and children now know
it's wrong. In the old days, the Marist Brothers were God-like. Germanus had a big
cross banging on the back of my neck and a big white collar that said I'm one of God's
kids. My mind was blown but no-one was bursting the door down and stopping it so it
seemed like it must be alright. It seemed to be normal. There are never any witnesses.
They have got it planned and if there are witnesses then the enablers say nothing.
They knew all about that man and yet he served out all his days down there. | learned

from Ronnie McEwan that he changed his name from Germanus to David.

161. | hope that the truth is out there for all to see and that people are brought to book
whether they were the perpetrators or the enablers. They need to own their own dirt.
Imagine discreditingto suit their own purposes and to keep him away from me?

The enablers should be made to apologise and be clear about how they are putting
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systems in place so it can never happen again. Is it happening tonight? I'd be surprised
if it isn’t. Who is monitoring that? You rape a child then you kill him. He is still alive but
he is dead inside.

Other information

I have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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