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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

Support person present: No

My name is My date of birth is - 1960. My contact details are

known to the Inquiry.

Life before boarding school

When | was born, my mother and father,-and_were living in Africa.
My father was working there. | have one brother, _who is three

years older than me. We moved back to Scotland when | was seven and we lived there
for a year. | went to primary school in Fort William joining in primary 3. My mother and
father returned to Africa and continued living there until | was thirteen. My mother now
lives in the north of Scotland. My father died in 2001.

When | was eight my parents decided that | should go to a boarding school. They both
had strong beliefs in education and Catholicism. My father told me when | was older
that they believed Scotland had a better education system than England. They thought
St Columba’s College boarding school in Largs would provide me with a sound
education and good religious values. There was no history of boarding schools in my
family. | believe that my father's company paid for me to go to boarding school and for
the flights back and forward to Africa at holiday time. My brother went to a different
boarding school in Scotland then joined me for the last two years at St Joseph's
College boarding school in Dumfries.



WIT.001.002.4728

St Columba’s Boarding School, Largs

St Columba’s was a large Edwardian style house off the main coast road between
Largs and Greenock. Through the front door were classrooms and a small parlour
room where there was a piano. There were at least three classrooms but possibly
mare. At the back was a refectory and a kitchen. Upstairs were dormitories and above
that the aftic had been converted into more dormitories. On this floor was a big

- bathroom. It had lots of sinks round it and possibly a bath. On the left side of the
building there were old stable type buildings which had been converted into living
accommodation. That is where the Marist brothers lived.

At the back of the building was a grassy, wooded bank which led to a golf course. Half
way up this hill was a shrine with a statue of ‘Our lady'. Across the road from the main
building were playing fields and beyond that was the pebbled beach and the sea.
Beside the fields was a cottage where someone from the school lived. | don’'t know
who this was.

| would imagine that there were between 100 and 200 boys at St Columba’s. The age
range was from P4 to P7. There were no girls. The youngest boys were in the dorms
in the attic and as you got older you moved downstairs. The dorms were lined with
metal framed beds and had thin mattresses and woolly blankets. They were not

comfortable.

Brother Nigel was the head Marist. He was old and was a chain smoker. His hands

were yellow and the front of his sutan was always covered in ash. | am not sure what

the hierarchy structure was under him but other brothers were Brother
Brother [[ENJl} Brother Daniel-Joseph, and Brother Damien. Daniel-Joseph was

popular because he was younger and was sporty. He left the order to get married. |

don’t know any of their other names.

All of the brothers were teachers. The Marist Brothers was a teaching order. They all
wore long black sutans, which are also called cassocks. At the neck and chest was a
white plastic panel and collar which was split down the middle. Round their waist was
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| was never really a team player and wasn'’t interested in any of the games like football,
rugby and cricket. Sometimes | was made to play under duress but when | wasn't |
went down to the beach, when | was allowed, and did some beach combing. | preferred
to do that. | did some other sports but not really as part of a team. | also read books. |
don’t really remember if there were any board games.

At weekends some of the boys who stayed locally went home to their families. On a
couple of occasions | was invited and went home with a couple of these boys at the
weekend.

Trips and holidays

At holiday times | would go back to visit my family in Africa. | would go there usually
twice a year. Other holidays | would spend with relatives in Glasgow or Mallaig. The
school would usually arrange to drop me off and pick me up at the airport but
sometimes | would get the train. Depending on flight times | may have occasionally
stayed overnight with an aunt in Glasgow. Air companies were very good at that time
and the staff catered for a lot of young travellers who may have been boarders. They
had designated ‘aunties’ who were airport ground staff and part of their role was to
look after these children. It was an effective system for corralling and shepherding

children around.

Occasionally we would go for organised walks with the Marist Brothers. We went as a
group up onto the golf course at the back of the school. We also sometimes went to
the beach on an outing. We had inter school team sport events like football or rugby.
| would go along and support the team. We also got taken to the cinema a couple of
times.

School

Marist Brothers did the teaching. Brother il

taught the youngest children. He
was quite well liked because he did silly things. He did have a temper though. | didn’t

enjoy school. It was a very traditional style of teaching. | was told to ‘read this’ or ‘do
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boy who had a bad skin condition and had scabs on his legs. He was unhappy at
school. | can remember him being bathed but | am not sure if it was because he had
wet the bed or if it was to help his skin condition.

Abuse at St Columba’s

Brother aught the youngest children in the school. They were eight and nine.
He disciplined them according to the type of misdemeanour. There was a sliding scale
of severity of punishment. Minor misdemeanours he would hit you on the palm of your
hand with a wooden ruler. More serious things were dealt with by the leather tawse on
your hand. He would do these in the class room in front of all the other children. | only
recall him belting a boy a couple of times. His last measure would be to take you into
his parlour and nip your bottom. He did this to me once and it was over my clothes.
There may have been one other boy in the parlour with me but | can't remember who.
Brother sed his fingernail when he did this to make it sore. | don’t know what
| had done for him to punish me.

| saw other boys getting taken into the parlour by Brotheron other occasions
and they told me later that they had been nipped by him on the bottom. Some told me,
but | can't remember who, that they had been nipped on the bare bottom. | think that
was the sorest way to get nipped.

One time | saw Brothelose his temper and slap a boy full across the face in
the class. | cannot remember what happened in the lead up to this incident or who the
boy was. | also remember him hitting a boy with a garden cane on the hand. The boy’s
hand ended up cut and was bleeding.

After Brother | moved to my next teacher, Brother, Sometimes he
lost his temper in the class. He threw chalk and blackboard dusters across the room.

One time | remember him grabbing a boy and pulling him across the desk. Another

time he slammed a boy against the wall and pinned him there. | can’t remember who
MLA :

these boys were. | was scared of Brothe:_ He was a big tough angry guy.
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Columba's was a natural feeder school for St Joseph's College in Dumfries. | left St
Columba'’s College at the end of P6. | went to St Joseph's at the start of P7. St Joseph'’s
as well as being a high school also had P8 and P7. | think | went to St Joseph's for P7
because | had a good friend at St Columba's who was a year older than me so | think
| pleaded with my parents and they organised it. | don’t recall having to sit any exam
to go to St Joseph's.

St Joseph’s College, Dumfries

St Joseph's College was on a much bigger site than St Columba'’s. It was purpose
built as a school and was made of red sandstone. There was a large entrance door
which led into a hall. Boys weren’t allowed to use this door apart from on special
occasions. On the wall was a plaque with a list of all the headmasters names. Through
the entrance hall was an open hallway where there was the dining room and refectory
and on the right was the bursar’s office. Along from there was a corridor to some
classrooms. There was a staircase from the hall which led to the first level where there
were more classrooms. Above that level were dormitories. There may have been a

fourth level.

Out the back of the building there was an extension to the building which contained
the tuck shop. Beside that were the toilets. Beside that outside was a football pitch.
There was another two storey detached house which was the common room for the
fifth and sixth year boys. We called it the ranch. Between the ranch and the main
building was the sports block which contained the hall and all the gym equipment.

Along from there was a garden area and a lawn with a path through it. Boys weren’t
allowed in there. Beyond that there was a church on the site, more football pitches and
a tarmacked walled area. There was a six foot high wall around the whole compound.
There was another house where the priest lived. We referred to him as g He had
a garden which was an unofficial arena where fights took place between the boys.
There were other single storey pre-fabricated buildings. In there was a recreation area
with table tennis tables and a television and other stuff. There was another three storey
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sandstone building. On the ground or first floor were the P6 and P7 classrooms. Above
that level were dormitories for fifth and sixth year boys.

The main living accommodation for the Marist brothers was in a separate house. It
was an Edwardian style house and was referred to as the ‘Mount’ and was right beside
the cemetery. Their bedrooms and living areas were in there. They had their own

booze store here.

| am not sure how many children were at the school, maybe between 200 and 300
boys. No girls. Marist Brothers stayed on site and the lay teachers lived outside and
came in each day. | can’t remember the proper name of thewho was
there when | arrived. His nickname was |G because he was only about [ I
- He was replaced by BrotherMy first dorm master who slept in a room within
our dorm initially was Brother He was old and | think he had retired as a
teacher. That was in the main building in the dorm on the fourth floor. His room was
just inside the doorway into our dorm. The nextwho took over from

Brother i&lland was there until | left was Brother NG

Routine at St Joseph’s

First day

| don't actually remember my first day at St Joseph's. | don't recall any induction or

being shown around.

Mornings and bedtime

We were woken up in the morning by the dorm master who would switch the lights on.
We would get up, washed, dressed and go down for breakfast. After that we would go
to our school classes. We would have a morning break, when we would play outside.
We would go to the refectory for lunch. School would go until half past three or four

o'clock.
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Religious instruction

We had religious education as part of the school curriculum. On a Sunday morning
there was mass which we had to go to. Only the non-Catholic children didn't have to
go to this. On a Wednesday evening we had Benediction. | don't think it was obligatory
but it looked good for you if you went. We had confession and that was done by the
priest who we knew as He seemed to be a reasonable genial character.

Visits/Inspections

My mother came and visited me a couple of times. She took me out into the town and
had a meal, things like that. Parents could come at the weekend and there was
considerable flexibility to get home.

| seem to remember there were a couple of inspections because | remember being
told as a group to sit still and behave when they were there. | don't remember any

senior religious figures visiting the school.

Sibling contact

My brother came to the school in his fifth year. Boys were not encouraged to mix
between years even with siblings. | didn’t really have much to do with my brother. |
didn’t see him or spend time with him. There was no opportunity to have contact with
him. For all intents and purposes he might well not have been my brother. There was
no encouragement for any contact between us.

Personal possessions

| got pocket money at St Joseph's but only when my parents sent it. There was a tuck
shop where you could buy sweets.
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Brother who was one of the dorm masters at St Joseph’s when | started was
a notorious drinker. He often smelled of alcohol and you could tell from his behaviour
that he was drunk. If you got up to go to the toilet within thirty minutes of going to bed,
and if he caught you, he might give you the belt on your hands. | did see him lose his
temper. He had one glass eye and his other eye wasn't very good. When he gave you
the belt there were ways of minimising the pain. You could either cup your hands or
hold your hand higher. Sometimes Brother el would miss with the belt and hit
his sutan so didn't know if he had hit you. He would often ask if he had hit you.

| was belted at some point by Brother Who was theat the time. | can’t
remember what | had done but | was sent to his office. | remember he had a secretary

so | told her why | was there. There was a traffic light system and you had to wait until
it was green before you were allowed to enter his room. He gave me a telling off then
belted me once on my hand. | never really did anything that was considered to be very
serious so any punishment | received was relative to what | had been caught for.
Sometimes | was caught talking in class repeatedly.

When we were older and were allowed tape cassette players in the dorm we weren't
allowed to keep them in the dorm. We had to give them to the dorm master for safe
keeping. When we went to our dorms in the evening we had to go into his room and
ask for it. One time, when | was about fourteen, | went to get the cassette player and
it was a stand-in dorm master as the usual Brother was away for some reason. The
stand-in was either Brother Damien or Brother Daniel. This brother had a bit of a
reputation and was given the nickname of the ‘wanker’. He got this nickname because
in the class he often was seen to walk up and down looking at boys work over their
shoulders. He used to have his hands under his sutan and he was fumbling at his groin
area as if he was playing with himself.

| went into his room and picked up the cassette player and when | was standing up |
looked over at the Brother. He was wearing his sutan which had a big open pocket.
He had his penis in his hand and was masturbating. | quickly left his room. He must
have known | was there. Nothing was said between us.
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Other information

104. Brother|M died around 1976. | know this because he was buried at the cemetery
for Marist Brothers within St Joseph's. They identified me as being one of Brother
pupils from St Columba’s so | ended up being part of the procession behind
the coffin at his funeral.

105. | went back to St Columba’s college about twenty years ago when | happened to be in
the Largs area. Houses had been built round a big tree on the front lawn. | had no
feelings of sorrow that it had been demolished. | didn't really have any really emotional

feelings. | went down on to the beach and that was more nostalgic for me.

106. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

MKW
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