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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

MGE

Support person present: No

.\ . T MGE
My name |s My Catholic confirmation name was-

That may have been used on occasion in my records during my time at boarding
school. My nickname at St Joseph'’s waswas used so much by teachers
and pupils at the school that very few people even knew | was called Were
people to recall me from my time then it is likely they would know me asiEE

My date of birth is-1956. My contact details are known to the

Inquiry.

Life before going to St Joseph’s

My mother and father married about a couple of years before | was born. My father’s

name was_ He had various jobs. The last job | remember him

having was being a quality control inspector in a carpet factory. My mother's name

was_ She was a teacher.

| was born in Reading in 1956. | am the oldest of four siblings. My sister is called
_ She is about two years younger than me. My oldest younger
brother is called The name on his birth certificate Es_
_ He is three and a half years younger than me. My youngest brother
was called |||} BN The name on his birth certificate is [T
- He is now deceased. He was about five and a half years younger than
me.
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I lived in England until 1966. | wasn't told that we were moving to Scotland before
we went. | went up with my brothers and sister for a three week holiday with our
grandmother near Stranraer. My mother and father then joined us. That was when
we discovered we were moving house. We ended up moving to a small mining
village called _ in North Dumfriesshire. | started Primary Six at a primary
school called [l Primary School. My mother taught there. | left there after
Primary Seven.

| later discovered the reasons for us moving to Scotland. The first was because my
mother wanted to be closer to her parents. The second was because my parents
wanted to get me into St Joseph's.

Before | came up to Scotland | was aware that my mother was quite excited about
the idea of her sons going to boarding school. | remember hearing the name 'St
Joseph’s’ mentioned. My mother must have had a prospectus or something. That
wasn't something that | ever saw though. After we all arrived in Scotland there was
very little said about me going to St Joseph's.

Unbeknownst to me the rest of the family was told | was going to St Joseph’s in the
Easter of 1968. | discovered that because my youngest brother had to write
something at school. In that he wrote something Iike is going to college. |1 am
very upset.” He showed me what he had written. After seeing what my younger
brother had written | asked my parents when | was going. | was told “don’t worry
about that” and "“it'll be after primary school.” It was all kind of pushed into the
background. In the August of 1968 | was taken down to Dumfries to get my uniform
for St Joseph's. It all came as a surprise to me. Not long after that | was taken down
to St Joseph's to start school.

Looking back | think one of the reasons for me going to St Joseph's was partially
snobbery on behalf of my parents. They were insistent on finding somewhere where
| could get a good education. Another reason was that there would be one less
person in the house to look after.
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get out of the Inters as quickly as possible to be with the bigger boys in the Mids.
You did feel as if you were being held back if you were kept in the Inters.

There was a house system at St Joseph's. There were four houses which contained
boys from all the years at the school. You'd remain in the same house from start to
finish. | can’t remember what the houses were called. | think they were named after
regions of somewhere. You played in your house teams during sports on
Wednesday and Saturday afternoons. |don't think the houses were particularly
relevant to anything else.

Staff and other adults who were present at St Joseph'’s during my time there
Staff structure / involvement of the church

There was a quite a big distance between the headmaster and the teachers. You
never really saw the headmaster, who was a Marist Brother, alongside any of the
other Brothers. The teachers were a mixture of Brothers and lay people. It was
roughly half and half. There was also quite a distance between the Marist Brothers
and the lay teachers. They didn't seem to mix together. It was all very marked. The
Marist Brothers weren't priests. The church’s involvement was limited to the priest

who came into the school.

For the first four years | was there the was Brother (G Brother
b vas the BAMIIIIN hen | left. | think he took over aswhen | was

in fifth year. He had previously been, | think, the EXSIEGzGEEE | remember

he also taught-

The priest was called Father Toplass. He was a nice guy. He kept himself apart
from the Brothers. He didn’t take part in assemblies or anything like that. | think that
he stayed within the grounds.
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Staff - Brothers who were dorm masters

The dorm masters were Brothers who were in charge of particular dorms. There
were different dorm masters as you got older and went on to different dorms. The
dorm masters all had rooms attached directly onto the dorms in the main building.
All their rooms had doors but the doors were more or less always open.

My first year dorm master was Brother SRRl As far as | know he didn't teach
me. If he did teach he might have been on the Prep School side of things. He had a
I (2t vas quite spooky. He would leave [l glass by the side of his bed.
He was a recreation master who was in charge of part of the Wee Rec area. |
remember that he was often drunk. He kept a glass of whisky by his bed.

Brother Damien was my dorm master in second year for a short time. He did that for
about a term and a half. His real name was Thomas McCann. He also taught
French up to O-Level. | don't think he taught Higher French. He was ultimately

removed from his role as dorm master.

Brotherwas another one of my dorm masters in second year. He was one of
the Brothers who sometimes did the refectory duties. He was an-teacher.

There was a Brother whom we nicknamed | don’t remember his name.
His name might have been Brother [l but | am not sure. [[Evas called that
because he was a dead ringer for a tall cadaverous folk singer in the sixties called

_ He too was our dorm master in second year. He was only our dorm
master for about the first month. He was another Brother who sometimes had
refectory duties. | think he did have teaching responsibilities but | don’t recall being
in any of his classes. | don't remember what he taught. He played the guitar. He
was younger and quite progressive. | think that was why he might have left the

school in the end. He might have been moved on from the school.
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For a short time we had a dorm master called Brothe He was my dorm
master in the Mids dorm. He taught but | can't remember what he taught. He was
quite famous for being involved in a war in-. | think he wound up being
trapped in an airport there and ended up having to be rescued by special forces. He

was famous for that.

Brother Francis was my dorm master when | was placed in the overflow dorm during
second year. He taught biology and, | think, chemistry. He was softer in terms of
discipline. | think he genuinely wanted to form relationships with the boys to work
through issues and problems. Looking back that was the worst thing he could do in
that environment. He was taken advantage of by the pupils because they felt he was
someaone they could run rings around. In any other environment he probably would

be viewed as a standard teacher because he actually took an interest in the pupils.

Brother [ ifjwas the dorm master in my dorm in third and fourth year. He taught

Brother was my dorm master in fifth and sixth year. He taught- |
think he taughtjjjjilifas well. He was quite an aesthetic. He loved classical music
and literature and so on. He was unlike the other Brothers who had other vices. He
would have been more at home with the Jesuits than the Marist Brothers. He had
that level of intelligence and the form of behaviour the Jesuits are famed for. He
liked to think of himself as being at the centre of a spider's web controlling
everything. He was one of the masters who was a discipline master. He dealt
primarily with the boarders. | think he liked to think of himself as an enforcer for the

headmasters.
Brother N4 was at St Joseph's at the same time | was there but | didn’t have a
great deal to do with him. His real name was B | vas completely

unaware of him when | was there. | can’t remember much about him at all. |
subsequently discovered that he had previously taught at a Marist Primary School
called St Columba in Largs.
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Brother Il was at St Joseph's when | was there. He was a- teacher. He
was very [ and extremely-. He had very bright . | remember he could
barely get up stairs. He obviously had a cardiovascular disease. It would take him a
whole break time to get from one part of the building to another.

Brothers and lay staff who were solely teachers

Brother [ERERER was - teacher. He taught up to fourth year. | think he might
have been a dormitory master on the Prep School side but | am not sure.

Mr R taught [l He 2'so took Bl His first name was ERE

Mr Loreno Rinaldi taught History. | heard in media reports later on that he held
himself out to be some sort of guidance teacher. | don’t remember him having that
role whilst | was there.

Mr Neil taught English. | can't remember his first name. He was a kind of “right on”
semi hippy kind of guy. He gave us challenging books to read and things like that.

We had a female Maths teacher who | can’t remember the name of. | think her
surname began with a ‘WW'. She would get so drunk at lunchtime that she frequently
fell asleep during classes.

Patrick Craig only taught gym. He didn’t take classes. He was a discipline master.
He had a role disciplining the day pupils only. That was more his role. | think he
was fair. He passed away, | think, in the eighties.

Brothers and lay staff with non-teaching responsibilities
| can’t remember the matron's name but her nickname was - She was there

throughout the time | was at St Joseph’s. She was a small and fierce looking
woman. She despised us all. | think she didn’t like the boys because she knew that
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The other group of boarders were from elsewhere. Those boys were mostly from
further afield in Scotland but there were also some boys from abroad. Their parents

paid their fees.

The reason | boarded was because St Joseph's was too far away from [
At that time it would have taken me over an hour to get to the St Joseph'’s from my
home. | was too far away to be a day pupil. It was more a geographical thing than
anything else.

Boys who | remember from my time at St Joseph’s

The boys | remember from my time at St Joseph's include ||| | | N T
I D D B Stcphen Behan and

Routine at St Joseph’s
Early memories of being at St Joseph’s

| was taken to St Joseph's by my parents. They took me up to my dormitory on the
sixth floor of the college with my trunks and cases. | remember thatwe all had to be
in the dorm at a certain time and your parents had to leave at a certain time. After
my parents left Brother who was the dormitory master, shouted at us what
we needed to do next. He told us where to put stuff in our lockers and so on. My
first impression was that we were all new and we were in a weird situation. | later on
learnt that we weren't all new because some of the boys there had been to the Prep
School at St Joseph's.

Daily routine

What time you got up depended on whether you went to Mass. There was an
arrangement whereby one of the boys would be woken up by the dormitory master
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that no matter what. | think there was a bit of movement later on but that is generally

what seemed to happen.

I'd say that there was probably enough food there to be eaten. Whether you wanted
to eat it was another matter. The quality of the food was pretty horrendous. It really
was awful. Sometimes the food was inedible. It was pretty much stews containing
bone and gristle, lumpy mash and boiled cabbage swimming in water. A good day
was fish fingers because they were edible. The good thing was that at tea times you
had chips. If the food was really bad at lunchtime we could at least have the chips. |
remember there was a campaign amongst the boys to allow us to have bread so we
could make chip sandwiches. The Brothers eventually allowed that.

| remember that in one of the big refectories a Marist Brother would sit at a table on a
platform at the top of the room. You could see that they got the best bits of the bad
food. At least once a week there was an open lorry that came in from the abattoir.
You'd see the animal carcases being loaded off. It was apparent that the Brothers
were getting the best bits off of the carcases

One of the Brothers who sat on the platform had spoons lined up on his table. He
was called by the boys. He was extraordinarily accurate at throwing
spoons at boys who were doing things that he thought they shouldn’t be doing. We
just found that funny in comparison to the other stuff that was going on in the college.

It was something we could laugh about and share.

Brotherwas another Brother who sometimes did the refectory duties. He used
to just say he would see a boy upstairs if they misbehaved. It was usually for things
like making a noise or not being attentive enough during the prayers that were said
before mealtimes. | remember that there could be half a dozen boys lined up outside
his room waiting after mealtimes. They would be given the belt when they saw him.
That happened to me. | can’t remember what that was specifically for. It was
probably for just larking about. It was a two pronged belt. He could draw blood with
his first whack. He would hit you on your wrists or the palms of your hands. | can
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remember having cuts from him. It could be as many as six lashes spread across

your wrists or palms. Two lashes was the least.

The Brothers didn’t come round the tables whilst you were eating your meals. There
wasn't any kind of penalty for not eating your food. They weren't bothered whether
you ate or not. It wasn’t any of their business. Occasionally there were boys who
would see the big bowl of stew that was placed on the table and spit in it. That
meant nobody could eat it. Boys were just being boys. If one of the Brothers saw a
boy doing that they would either have a spoon thrown at them or they would have to
go and see someone for the belt.

| remember that in second year there was an announcement made that the college
was getting a chef to run the kitchen. We were told he had formerly worked on the
QE2. | sort of made friends with him. | later discovered that he had only been a
porter for Cunard. He'd lost his job with Cunard because they discovered he couldn’t
help out with the cooking.

The tuck shop was open at break time in the morning and the afternoon break time
on Mondays to Fridays apart from Wednesday afternoons. It only sold chocolate
and crisps and things like that.

Washing / bathing / personal hygiene inspections / inspections of lockers

In the mornings you got washed in the wash hand basins that were in, or next to, the
dorms. There was an allocated day when you could use the showers in the shower
room. |f you had time coming back from compulsory sport you could sometimes get
access to the showers. There were also deep sinks and a footbath, which was like a
large tiled shower basin, that you could use if you didn't get access to the showers.
The showers weren't supervised by staff.

Very occasionally in first year you were made to stand in the dorm by your bed with
your socks off. Brotherwould come around everyone and inspect their
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feet. He did that to make sure that your feet were washed. That maybe happened

once a week or a fortnight.

| remember that Brother would inspect your locker at the same time. He'd
check that your locker was tidy and your shoes were polished. It was like something
out of the military. You always felt you had to be prepared to tidy your locker at a
moment's notice because of that. | remember that he occasionally would use the
belt to punish you if your feet were dirty or your locker was untidy.

Clothing / uniform

Your uniform was paid for by your parents. It was a blue blazer with a gold braid, a
blue jumper with two gold stripes around the V-neck, a grey or a white shirt, trousers
and dark shoes. You were supposed to have a school cap but everybody just threw
those away. Like all schools the boys tried to modify their uniforms. There were
some quite bizarre and inventive modifications that people made. | remember boys
getting in trouble for doing that.

Your hair had to be no longer than your collar. | had a friend called_
who was in the same division as me. We shared the same dorm master. He was
found to have hair that was slightly longer than his collar. He was expelled for the
length of his hair at the end of fifth year. The odd thing was that | had hair longer
than him. Furthermore, as a mark of rebellion, | had had a bit of it streaked. | wasn't
expelled for my hair but I was. There was no even handedness there. | think
they used _ long hair as an excuse to chuck him out.

Pupil numbers

Every pupil was given a number. Mine was-You’d be known as much by your
number as your name. Quite often teachers, staff and the Brothers referred to you

by your number. Anything that was done outside the classroom involved using your
number in some way. It was used more for the administrative side of things when it

came to the boys who were boarders. If there was a letter that came in for you for
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distribution it would be marked up next to your number. The number was also
placed on tags in your clothes. That was so as they could sort out your clothes when
they came back from the laundry.

Nickname at St Joseph’s

| was called at St Joseph's both by the staff and the other boys. The nickname
came about because when | started there was a teacher who would call boys[EEl if
he didn’t know their name. For some reason it stuck with me. The nickname carried
on to my brothers. My younger brother became Wee- and my youngest brother

became Wee'er -

Personal possessions / pocket money / the cashiers office

The sort of personal possessions you kept in your locker were clothes, shoes,
washbags, books, vinyl LPs, cassettes and cassette players. It was the usual stash
of stuff that boys kept. Boys might also keep pornography, knives and cigarettes.
There was a bit of an issue concerning thievery amongst the boys but not a lot.
Occasionally knives were stolen. It was basically usually money, cigarettes or
sweets that was taken. You didn’t report it when it happened. There was a kind of
code surrounding that amongst the pupils.

They would use your number to administer your pocket money. They would ask you
what your number was when you went to collect your pocket money. There was a
sort of cashiers office. Parents could leave money there for pupils to be given
pocket money.

The cashiers office was also where they recorded things like laundry if you had

anything extra laundered. | didn’t do that because | took my laundry home at
weekends.

17
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Schooling

| found the quality of education at St Joseph’s really bad. There wasn't any real
focus on individuals becoming brilliantly academic. It felt as if the academic side of
things was a by-product of the place where we just happened to be living. It was
almost as if we were living in a bizarre place that was just trying to be a school at the
same time.

| did really well in first and second year. | had come from, what | felt was, a very
formative two years in my previous primary school. | had done very well there. |
remember that | was in the ‘A’ classes in the first two years but slipped down the
classes later on. Nobody ever said to me anything like “how come you were second

in the class in history and last the next year?” There was nothing like that.

At the end of second year it was decided whether you were going on to do science
subjects or arts subjects. | wasn't given any choice in that. | was told that | was
going to do science subjects. | was disappointed because my best subjects were the
arts subjects. It was, oddly, Brother who told me that. He was only my dorm
master. There was no discussion with me or with my parents. | think from then

onwards my education suffered.

| passed all my O Levels in fourth year. In my fifth year | got three Highers out of the
five | did. | should have had five A’s based on how | had been performing in first and
second year. | ended up with three Cs and two fails. When | went back for my sixth
year there was resistance when | tried to join classes. | was supposed to be
repeating the classes where | had got Cs in as well as the classes for subjects | was
re-sitting because | had failed. | was basically asked during the classes what | was
doing there. Word had come down from somewhere to prevent me sitting the
classes that | wanted to do. | ended up being pretty much just left to sit in my room
on my own.

There were about thirty-two boys in each class. The classrooms had wooden
dividers with frosted glass between each class. The classes would be lined up
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beside one another. You could hear what was going on in the other classrooms
quite well.

It was part of the discipline that nobody left or came into the classroom during
classes. It wasn't like in other schools where teachers would regularly come in and
ask to borrow a duster or something. That just didn't happen. The only times
another teacher or Brother would come in is if the Brother or teacher needed to go to
the toilet or if too much noise was being made whilst we were unsupervised. | think
that the absence of people coming in and out of the classrooms during classes was
a product of Brothers and teachers protecting their vices.

The female Maths teacher who would get so drunk at lunchtime and fall asleep
during classes knew the environment was corrupt and that she could drink and get
away with it. Looking back, those were the ones who were least of your problems.
At least they left you alone.

Homework

Homework for the boarders was undertaken in the classrooms. Unlike the classes
during the day they folded back the dividers between the classrooms to create one
big room. One of the Brothers would sit at the front of the class. His role would be
called ‘taking the homework.' Part of the discipline of the classes during the day
carried over into when we did homework. You weren't allowed to interact with the
Brother and he wasn't supposed to interact with you. You weren't allowed to interact
with each other. It all had to be done in complete silence and at your desk. |
remember that if you needed to go to the toilet you had to put your hand up.

Sex education

We never really got any proper sex education. The extent of what we got was being
called into the office in second year during homework. The

who did that was called Brother Basically, the extent of the

sex education talk you received from him was something like “whatever you hear, or
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100. | remember being taken in a class by Brother Francis to an old river delta. | went
there with two of my friends later on unsupervised. | remember that on that occasion

_fel! of a swing and broke his arm.

101. We were sometimes taken to the local swimming pool for swimming lessons.

102. Every year they had trips to places during the summer in July. You went with a
couple of the Brothers. | went on one of these trips. | went to San Sebastian in
Spain. That was in about 1970. | would have been about fourteen. Brothe [{Sll
was one of the Brothers there. | can't remember who the other Brother was. We
stayed in a youth hostel in dormitories.

103. There was a strange incident in San Sebastian involving Brother (iRl My
passport went missing from my dormitory. | told Brother [Jgilllf and we arranged to
go to the consulate. On the way there Brother took me for some tapas and
drinks in a bar. | remember being ok with that at the time. We then went to the
consulate. It was closed because it was siesta. | remember we went back to the
consulate later on. It was strange because they didn’t seem concerned about me
losing my passport. Later on, the passport suddenly reappeared in my locker in my
room at the youth hostel. That was odd. In hindsight, in light of things | learnt later
on about Brother , | wonder whether that was some sort of attempt to groom

me. It was all very strange.
Birthdays / Christmas

104. Birthdays were never acknowledged. Being a boarding school, everybody was
supposed to go home for Christmas itself. However, there were special
arrangements made for some of the boys to stay at the school over Christmas. |
think it was only about half a dozen boys who did that. They were boys who had
parents who lived abroad. Nobody asked those boys what happened over the
Christmas period.
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change. That's how you became aware of these things rather than any
announcement being made or anything like that.

Discipline and punishment

It was all very arbitrary. They had quite a loose structure when it came to discipline.
It was all applied randomly by different people. There was never a list of things you
could be punished for. There was never a list of what punishments you could get for
doing certain things. It was never as direct as “if you do 'x’ then you get six of the
best with the belt.”

Sometimes it depended on who the boy being disciplined was. Sometimes it
depended on the person punishing you. There were Brothers who appeared to be
ok for a while and then, all of a sudden, turned on people. They could suddenly
become over tough in terms of discipline. A point was always made that things
weren't always even handed. It seemed to be part of the common purpose. | think
that was their way of destabilising the situation. | think they got control through doing
that.

| was never one of the boys who got in serious trouble at St Joseph's. | was never
that bad. | was never destructive or violent or anything like that. |think | was just
resentful of the whole situation | had found myself in more than anything else.

The use of movement between the Inters and Mids as a sanction

The movement of boys between the Inters and the Mids was a tool that the Brothers
used over you. You would be told that if you didn’t stop doing this or that you could
be held back in the Inters. | remember being told that. It would have been Brother
Mho told me that. They did hold back, or put forward, boys between those
divisions depending on their behaviour. It was quite random though. Sometimes
boys were held back for some sort of behaviour and other boys, who had behaved in
exactly the same way, would be moved forward. It left you thinking that certain boys
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were almost being rewarded for their bad behaviour when others were being

punished.

Some Brothers sometimes threatened to split you up from your friends between the
Inters and Mids. Brotherwas one of those who said that. They knew that you
didn’t cross over the divisions and that you wouldn’t get to see your friends if you
were moved to the Mids or held back in the Inters.

The use of smoking as an excuse fo discipline pupils

Smoking was used as an excuse to get at people. You just knew the people who
were smokers. The Brothers would use their smoking as an excuse to target them.
They would use the excuse that they smelt smoke on your breath whether you had
smoked or not. It was usually the Brothers who used smoking as an excuse
because the prefects and enforcers were usually smokers themselves.

Corporal punishment

Whether or not you were taken away to be belted depended on the particular Brother
or staff member punishing you or whether your face fitted. | was belted quite a few
times. | remember pretty much all the Brothers and lay teachers used the beilt.
Some used it more than others. | remember Mr Rinaldi didn't use it so much. There
were people who got belted more than me. You could get the belt for being seen to
be cheeky. It could come out of the blue. You could go for months being much
cheekier and then randomly you were punished.

If your misdemeanour was in the classroom or in recreation time you would be belted
pretty much there and then. If it happened elsewhere they would drag it out. They
would call you to a room to give you the belt later on. Brother[Edll was one of the
Brothers who liked dragging it out. That was another twist to their system | suppose.

Another thing you were supposed to be belted for was smoking. There was a toilet
where groups of boys who weren’t old enough to smoke went to smoke. Brothers
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used to walk in and randomly pull out a couple of people from the group and take
them away to be beited. The rest of the boys in the group were told just to put their
cigarettes away. Brother|[JlJJj was one of the Brothers who did that. | think that
was because the toilet was located in the Mids recreation area and he was the
dormitory master for the Mids. He’s the one | remember the most doing that. Not all
the Brothers behaved like that. | remember that Brother Francis would look in the
toilets and just tell pupils to put their cigarettes away.

Prefects

The prefect system was quite odd at St Joseph's. There was never a big thing made
of it. The prefects mostly comprised of the boys who captained the football teams.
Quite often you didn't even know who the prefects were. It wasn'’t really until fourth
and fifth year that you worked out who were prefects. The prefect's role wasn’t what
you would typically imagine it to be. Their role was never really to represent the
boys. To me it felt like the prefects were kind of like enforcers for the Brothers.

Boys who were assigned disciplinary and enforcement roles in the dorms

As you went through the years there were more and more boys assigned disciplinary
roles in the dorms. Half of the boys were picked by the Brothers because they were
bullies who would carry out what the particular Brother wanted them do. The other
half were boys who kept themselves to themselves. It wasn't formalised but they
nominally took the role of prefects. There wasn'’t anything like that in first year. In
second year boys were nominally given that role. It was really only by third year that
the boys who were given those roles took more prominence. By the time you got to
fifth year you knew who the boys were who took up the disciplinary roles. The boys
who took on those roles used physical violence quite a lot.
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Abuse at St Joseph’s — specific incidents relating to me

138. There were things going on day to day. The things that shouldn’t have happened
always happened amongst the mundane. The mundane was quite often the cover
for what was going on. Sometimes it felt a bit like a bubbling pot with a lid that was
going to come off. They always kept the lid on things though. They were very clever
at doing that. It did seem to me that, whatever happened, there was never a feeling
of it all coming crashing down. For some of the Brothers the abuse was to do with
paedophilia. With others it was to do with power.

139. In first year | had a-teacher called Brother ElMMEN. During class he would call
you up to stand with him behind his desk at the front of the class. You would stand
next to him an the platform behind his desk.. He would say that he would correct my
work. The bottom half of your torso would be blocked off by the front of his desk so
the class would not be able to see what was happening. He frequently would then
put his hand down the back of my trousers inside my pants. It was always my
bottom that he touched. He would be correcting your work with his other hand.
Nobody else would be able to see what he was doing because of the set up with the
desks. He probably did that to me on half a dozen occasions. After a while |
became uncomfortable with it and started trying to move away. | think once he
realised that you were a boy who tried to move away he would move on to someone

else.

140. Brother did what he did to me to everybody in the class. It was common
knowledge that he did what he did. It was openly discussed amongst the boys.
Nobody said that it hadn’t happened to them. Virtually everybody at break time
talked about what he did in class. They would say things like “| wish | had farted on
his hand” and that sort of stuff. I'd estimate that Brother probably did what he

did to me to one boy in the class about once a fortnight.
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| never ever heard of anyone else being abused in any other way by Brother[Sli=a)
Then again, what with everything be compartmentalised, if something had happened
| wouldn't have got to know about it.

Brother Damien

Brother Damien is the Brother who really stands out for me in terms of abuse. He
arrived at the school when | was in second year. He was quite elderly. He started
the same business as what Brothe had been doing during classes in the

classroom. He would call you up to stand beside him at the front behind his desk.
He would put his hand down the back of my trousers. As with Brother[Slgalay, the

setup of the desk meant that other people couldn’t see what he was doing.

Brother Damien was slightly different to Brother [BlfiEs because he was a little bit
more probing. He'd try to get his hand around to your testicles or try to stick one of
his fingers in your bottom. When he did what he was doing he would be quite often
be doing that with his left hand and masturbating under his cassock with his other
hand at the same time. Sometimes he would openly masturbate whilst he was
feeling your bottom in the classroom behind the desk. His penis would be fully out.
That would be quite shocking. His hygiene wasn't the best. | remember that his
penis, when you saw it, was smelly and crusty. That happened quite frequently.

Brother Damien did what he did to me with other boys as well. He did that with
everyone. It was discussed amongst the boys that he was doing the same thing to
me as he was doing to them. It was the same sort of things that were said about
Brother It was all the same silly jokes.

Brother Damien used to do a strange thing with his erection during classes. All the
Brothers had a big long rope which they wore around their waists outside of their
cassocks. The rope was doubled up around their waists. Brother Damien would tie
the rope around his penis over his cassock and pull the rope backwards and
forwards from side to side whilst he was walking up and down between the desks.
You could clearly see he had an erection through his cassock. He'd do that whilst
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Brother iR

Brother attempted to abuse me on one occasion during third year during the
first half of the first term. | hadn’t been in the dorm all that long. | would have been
about fourteen. He took me into his room ostensibly to punish me. | can’t remember
what that was for. It would have been for smoking or laughing too loudly or
something like that. He got his belt out and told me to lean over his bed. He then
lifted up my dressing gown and pulled my pyjama bottoms down. He then put his
belt away. It was at that point that | worked out what was happening. | then

resisted. Looking back, resisting could have been dangerous. | made it clear that it
wasn't happening. He just left me to sort out my dressing gown and pyjamas and go
back into the dormitory. | don’t recall any repercussions for me but | think my brother

was affected later on.

Abuse at St Joseph’s — recollections of other pupils being used by staff to
physically assault me and my peers

| can't really remember any instances of pupil on pupil sexual behaviour. It could
have happened but that isn't something | remember. Deals were made between
particular Brothers and particular pupils that resulted in pupils physically assaulting
other pupils.

v

The only time | recall a lay teacher instructing another pupil to do something to me
came in the second term of second year. We had -teacher called [

| remember that he was proud of the fact that the only thing he kept in his
briefcase was a belt and a sandwich. He would open up his briefcase and let you
see the belt. He was a bit power mad. He was very sarcastic. There was also
something quite human about him. He was normal in a lot of other senses when

compared to the Brothers.
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158. | can remember Mrsaying something sarcastic to me out of the blue. Before |
had the chance to stop myself saying something | replied. The class laughed. Mr
A then looked at me. As far as | knew it was all over at that. That was until we
got onto the rugby pitch that lunchtime. MriiaSlltold me that | had to be the hooker.
If you know anything about rugby being the hooker means you are kind of in the
middle of the scrums. Mr [l then told the other team to “get me.” He told them to
“get within earshot of the whole scrum. The boys were essentially given carte
blanche to beat me up. | remember that | had an awful struggle getting back to the
changing rooms to get changed after that game.

-

159. Brotheruse of control was more measured and thought out. He wouldn't
respond to a situation immediately. He behaved totally differently to the other
Brothers. You knew, even though you couldn't prove anything, that when you were
being punished by other boys that it came from him. It was almost as if he hid out in

the open with his enforcers.

160. In fifth year, around about April or May, about four of us had been caught smelling of
beer. We weren't falling about drunk or anything like that. | can only remember that

one of the other boys who was caught with me was called ||| GGG
Brotherinstructed some boys to deal with myself and -
_ | wasn’t there when they were instructed by Brother e
learnt that they had been instructed later on. One of the boys who was instructed

was called ||l He was a year older than me. He was one of the boys

who was a prefect. He was a-

161. [ 2 caled into [ oo before | was. The
prefects who were waiting in the room hung_ by his ankles out

of a window at the top of the school. Brotherwas standing below in one of

the recreation areas looking up at what was happening. | was aware of what was

but | later

going on and that it was going to be my turn next.
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“poofs.” Boys were encouraged to do that by certain teachers and Brothers to other
boys.

The Brothers and teachers knew the effect the “poof culture” had on you. It terrified
you. It was supposedly the worst thing you could be. You didn't want to be called
something that you didn't really understand in front of everybody else. The strange
thing was that nobody really knew what a “poof” was. None of us had an
understanding of heterosexuality or homosexuality at that age. It was different days
back then.

| remember that when | was in first year there was a second year boy who was
asked by a Brother to call me a “poof” every time he saw me. | dreaded lunchtimes
because | was called this by this boy. | remember watching the boy’s class come
out, seeing the boy coming out and shouting “oh he's a poof’ when he saw me. |
remember trying to avoid this boy. It was horrible. | wasn't the only one who

experienced that. My impression was that it was encouraged.

Abuse at St Joseph’s — recollections of my brother- experiences at St

Joseph’s

About a year and a half after | left the school -was in third year and in the
cubicle dormitory. | remember saying to him that the best thing he could do is try
and get along with everybody even if you didn't like them. |told him that if he tried to
be friends with everybody then that would help get him through. There were three
- boys in -dormitory who kept themselves to themselves. They were
hard boys who had their own little clique. The way that they coped with their
environment was that they physically protected themselves. They were involved in
martial arts. My brother made sure that he kept friends with them.

At some point in third year [ was caught drinking. 1 don’t know who it was
who caught him. However, it would have been reported to Brother My
brother thought he had got away with it. Later on, one of the three-boys had
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some money stolen from them. My brother knew who it was who had taken the
money but decided that he wouldn’t grass the boy up. Th- boys went to the
dormitory master, Brother, and reported that the money had gone missing.
Brother (MM told the boys that it was [ Jll who had stolen the money. Not long
after that, on a Wednesday afternoon, Brother il arranged for the thre<
boys to have half an hour undisturbed in the cubicles in the dorm with my brother.
He did that by calling my brother up to the cubicle. When my brother got there he
found out he was alone with the boys. They had been waiting for him. They
ended up putting my brother into hospital. There weren't broken bones but my
brother was beaten unconscious. He was badly bruised. My brother ended up

having to stay in hospital for a week to recover.

I don't know whether my brother made a report about the assault to anyone whilst he
was in hospital. | do know though that the three- boys totally got away with it.
They weren’t punished even though Brother[alll would have known it was those
boys who had done what they had done.

Abuse at St Joseph’s - recollections of my brother - experiences at St
Joseph’s

-was groomed, courted and abused at St Joseph's by a Brother called Brother
ARV I've no idea what Brothe real name was. He was a Brother that
| didn't have a huge amount of dealings with because of the way that the school was
compartmentalised. - said that he was targeted and groomed. | remember
being sympathetic to him when he told me about his experiences but found it hard to
understand.

| have learnt from- a bit more recently about what happened to him. As time

goes on he has told me more and more about his experiences. He told me that in
adult life he saw Brother in London three times.
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comment regarding Africa from at least one other person whilst | was at the school. |
think the first time | heard that was in about fourth year. It was before Mr Rinaldi
mentioned it though.

Reporting abuse to parents

182. Ididn't report what was happening to my parents. | think that my parents were blind
to what was going on at the school or what it might be like. | think they were like that
because of what they were getting out of the situation at that time. They kind of put
a veil in front of their eyes. They were perhaps more pre-occupied with their own
circumstances.

I =:tc ot to report abuse

183. My brother- was desperate to leave. He phoned my uncle on a couple of
occasions and told him that he couldn’t take any more and wanted to get out. On
one occasion my uncle picked him up and looked after him for an afternoon. My
brother also mentioned what happened to him to my parents. That was during my

last year at the school.

184. My parents went down to the school to take him out after he told them. | don't know
what happened but they met with Brothe il He was the SRS = the time.
My parents were persuaded by Brother] b to leave my brother in the school. The
strange thing was that the school persuaded my parents to keep my brother at the
school at a time when they were trying to push me out. The resuit of my brother
being kept in the school was that he was later on groomed, courted and abused.

Leaving St Joseph’s

185. The way they encouraged me to leave in sixth year was to not educate me. | wasn't
welcome in the classrooms. | would be asked by the Brother or teacher taking the

class why | was there and that sort of thing. | got fed up with being ignored and
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Reporting of abuse after leaving St Joseph’s

My experiences of reporting what happened to the police

A friend of mine called had been at St Joseph's. He was friends
with someone called Stephen Behan. I'd known Stephen Behan quite well when |

was at St Joseph's. | think Stephen Behan was the first person to make an abuse
allegation to the police. then provided a statement alongside other
people Stephen Behan had been in contact with. After six months or a year it all
started appearing in the press.

198. went off and got a solicitor. He told me that his solicitor could also

199.

200.

do my stuff. | can’t remember the name of the solicitor but | remember that he was a
solicitor for Partick Thistle Football Club at that time. His office was on Sauchiehall
Street opposite Newton Terrace in Glasgow. | think | was once in the solicitor's

office for about five minutes wit. | think we had to sign something

but | don't remember what that was.

In 1997 | was then contacted by the police. | was asked whether they could come up
and interview me. | agreed. A policewoman and a policeman arrived at my house. |
can't remember their names. It didn’t get off to a good start. | offered them a cup of
tea and one of them said something like “no we've just had something to eat. We've
got a long journey back to Dumfries.” That rather set the tone. | felt that they were
only there to quickly take a statement and then go away. It sort of went downhill
from there.

The policeman and policewoman asked me about abuse at St Joseph's. My
impression during the interview was that the police had been sent up and didn’t know
anything that had gone on. My feeling was that they had some sort of disgust and
that they were dealing with some sort of scumbag that might have deserved it. That
was the attitude | felt they had. | talked during the interview about Brother |l
and Brother Damien. | talked at length.
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application for criminal injury compensation. | wasn’t seeking any, what is
sometimes horribly described as, financial justice. | must have signed something in
the solicitor’s office. | thought that all | had agreed to was the solicitor representing

me and that was it.

Hearing anecdotally of other people’s attempts to report the abuse they suffered at St
Joseph's and subsequent prosecutions

| think quite a lot of accusations were made to the police concerning various people
at St Joseph’s. | remember hearing through the grapevine about people who had
named abusers and being surprised by some of the names. | remember hearing that
Stephen Behan's abuser was Brotherl was surprised by that because my
memory of Brother“«vas that he could barely move when | was there. He was
like a walking aneurism waiting to burst. He could hardly walk from classroom to

classroom. The only person | am aware of who has been- is a Brother

called Bruthe. As far as | know nobody else has been-

Records

| haven’'t made any attempt to obtain my records. It would be pointless doing so.
There won'’t be anything there. The only time | remember records being taken was
when we received our vaccinations.

Lessons to be learned

Structure and culture

St Joseph's is a really difficult place to describe in terms of structure and culture.
Things weren't even handed. We were all in different compartments. Deals were
made between Brothers and pupils. It was an environment which was

compartmentalised and full of secrecy. There was a lot that was left unsaid that

49






213.

214.

2185.

216.

WIT.001.002.5508

underlying everything. You didn’t grass another pupil up. You had to suck it up
when things like theft happened amongst the boys. It wasn't organised but that
comradery was there.

From the staffs’ point of view it seemed to me that nobody was keeping an eye on
what each other was doing. It seemed that the furthest thing from their minds was to
even acknowledge that there were other members of staff. You knew they had to be
together at some point but you just didn’t see that around the school. You just would
not see the Brothers and staff together. | think that people were aware that abuse
and things were happening but because it was compartmentalised they didn't
witness it directly.

1 think thatthe matron despised the children who came to the sick bay because
the sickbay was an area where boys were abused. It was one of the few areas
where abuse could be organised. It was my clear impression that the matron was
aware of the abuse. One of the problems with the way they did things when you
were ill was that the recreation master who you had to ask permission from to go to
the sick bay would know where you would be.

Views on why people abused and opinion of those who covered up abuse

It seems to me that you can't be offended by some of the people who committed
certain offences. It's like the weather. You can'’t blame a cloud for raining on you.
These people are just like that. People like Brother Damien were driven no matter
what to do the damage he did. Those sorts of people were probably born like that.
There was nothing you could do about it. | think he probably didn't have a choice
about the way he behaved. He was driven to get away with as much as he possibly

could.

The ones who cover things up aren't like the weather. They should know better.
They have a choice whether to cover up or not. | almost resent Mr Rinaldi more than
the Brothers because | know from seeing him in the media in later years he tried to

cover up what was happening at the school. This was someone who was holding
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himself out as an ok guy but, at the same time, was covering things up. He should

have known better.
Views on the way the police dealt with my complaint

Whatever criticism | have for the police at the time that they dealt with my complaint |
am aware that things are completely different now. | understand from my career
experience that government has a habit of adding on roles to authorities without
properly resourcing them. It actually blows my mind to think that police in Scotland
are being trained in the subtle nuances of domestic abuse. When | was at school a
domestic would never have reached the courts. | think it is a wonderful thing now

that there is an awareness of how to deal with abuse.

Hopes for the Inquiry

I have spoken to the Inquiry in the hope that | have spoken up for some people who
aren't able to speak for themselves for one reason or another. | hope that through
me coming forward it will help others come forward. | hope that the understanding
that comes from the Inquiry will help society deal with the issues surrounding abuse

in the future.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

MGE
Signed.

T O DS Y ST T O )

52



