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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

MKX

Support person present: No

My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

My father's name was || Bl He was an Insurance Clerk with General
Accident in Perth. My mother was called ||| | |} BBl Vhen my mother had my
sister she left her career in nursing to run the family home. The family home was in

-which is in Perth and Kinross.

| am the second of five children. | have an older sister and three younger brothers.
- is about four years older than me. -was two years younger than me. He
died in 1992. [ is seven years younger than me. Finally, | have a brother
called -who is ten years younger than me. | had a very happy childhood
growing up in- We were all brought up there together in a prefabricated

house.

In -1 963 my father died. He was aged 61. At that time | don’t think that there
was any great understanding that children suffered grief. There was no great
understanding about the time needed for a child to come to terms with a death, if
indeed they ever do. There was a time following my father's death when | really shut
down all of my emotions. People would say things like “I hear your dad’s died.” That
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There were only one or two Brothers who wore a black jacket, trousers and a dog
collar. They tended to be the people who were more involved on the administrative
side of things.

Staff - Superiors, Principals and Priests

| don’t remember who the Superior was or what his name was. The SR at the
time | joined St Joseph’s was Brother [ZZlllll He was a big imposing kind of
Germanic looking guy. He had quite a physical looking presence and a sharp mind.
| think Brother sl left in 1967 in order to go back to university. | know we
bought him a moped so that he could get around Glasgow. Not long after he left we
learnt that Brother s had married someone who had been a nun. | think he
met her through attending one of our school socials with a girl's school called Notre
Dame in Glasgow. | think the woman he married was from the corresponding Order
running Notre Dame.

Brother I I ot G - Al - 1957. 1 know

that, at that time, there were some parents who had real misgivings about his
appointment. Brother R had a third class degree in French. Some of
the parents didn’t think that was sufficient for the role. | think some of the parents
wanted more than that. | don't know what qualifications they felt the
SHR needed. | don’t know what would have satisfied them. | saw a bit more of

Brother than Brother el because | was a prefect. | would

attend meetings in my capacity as a prefect where he was present.

L was the [ Jlin the school. He was the [ to the
school. | remember he had_ He also had a
condition called_ which meant he had_ and_
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Brothers in charge of the Divisions

The Brothers who were in charge of the Divisions were in charge of the discipline in
the dormitories in their respective Divisions. If they had concerns about the
behaviour of a particular boy they might deal with it themselves or they might refer
the matter to the Principal who would deal with whatever it was in his office. The
Brothers in charge of the Divisions were also around during recreation time. Their
role during recreation time was purely supervisory.

Most of the Brothers who were in charge of the Divisions had some sort of teaching
responsibility but that wasn’t always the case. Brother was an older Irish
Brother. He looked after the Junior Division. He didn’t have any teaching
responsibilities. I'm not quite sure what else he did outside of looking after the Junior
Division. Brother SMIIIII vas the Brother who supervised the Intermediate
Division Dormitory when | joined. He taught some of the younger boys. Brother
Kenelm and Brother supervised the Middle Division. Brother
taught- | don’t think Brother Kenelm had a teaching responsibility. Brother
Sl and Brother S s upervised the Senior Division. Brother|ill
taught- Brothertaught-

Brothers and lay staff who were solely teachers

Brothertaught- He also ran a- club and a- club in the
school. Brother|all taughtjj ] Brother taught-

Brother Marcellus taught_ Brother taught_ He was
also_to the_ | can’t remember what Brothertaught.

| don't think he was teaching at the time | was there. He took an overview of the

sport at the school. He was involved with the school cricket team. There was
another older Brother who would occasionally came in to take an-class. His

name was Brother Gaul.

The lay members of staff included ajjjjjjjijteacher called v
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Geography. He also ran the Phoenix drama club. There was a female Art teacher. |
don’t remember her name. There was another female teacher who taught the very
youngest of the pupils. | don’t remember her name

Brothers and lay staff with non-teaching responsibilities

Not all of the Brothers in the college were teachers or had teaching responsibilities.
Brother Gl was ] He basically looked after the ide of things.
There was one Brother who looked after the grounds. | don’t remember his name.
There was a full time administrator for the school. He was a lay person who didn’t
have anything to do with the Order. His name was Mr Campbell. . We had a

i was often referred to as [N -was a retired [ don't

remember name.

There were staff who came in to do the cleaning and work in the kitchens. There
were a couple of Portuguese women who worked as domestics. There was an lIrish
guy called Michael who worked in the kitchens.

Retired Brothers

There were retired Brothers who lived in a building on the grounds called St Michaels
Mount. They weren't involved with the children or the school in any way. We didn't
have very much to do with them. You would see them walking about the grounds.
They might have a word with you every now and again.

Siblings and other children
Siblings
My brother- eventually came to St Joseph'’s. He joined the school in the

of 1969. That was over a year after | had left. [JJJl] was just over sixteen
when he joined St Joseph's. The reason-came to St Joseph'’s was because
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Former pupils

There are a number of notable former pupils of St Joseph’s. || . the
founder of the || v2s 2 St Joseph's boy. As was I the
author. There was a reverence for former pupils who had gone on to do other
things. They were held up as these great rugby players, athletes or whatever. Face
was such a big thing at St Joseph's. It really was. You couldn’t show up your

seniors or criticize former pupils.

Routine at St Joseph’s
Early memories of being at St Joseph’s

My first impression of St Joseph’s when | saw the building was that it was big and
imposing. | remember seeing a melee of boys sort of milling about. Some knew
what they were doing and others didn’t. | was then taken to the Intermediate
Dormitory. Brother was the Brother who supervised the Intermediate
Division at that time. There was no tour or welcome provided by him. You found
your bed through looking at a plan of where the beds were. On that first day | didn’t
feel that | had been identified, welcomed or spoken to in any way. | think there was
an expectation that the other boys would direct you to where you needed to be.

There was a general assembly the following morning where everybody was there but
that was about it. We were pretty much regarded as a body rather than individuals.
It was pretty much sink or swim. | was terribly homesick. | remember that for weeks
afterwards | could see the image of my mother’s face receding on the long platform
at Perth. That memory replayed over and over again in my mind. It took me a
couple of weeks before | started to feel the lump in my throat going away. It was

only then that | started to hang around with people and feel a bit safer.
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everything was going smoothly. He basically made sure the logistics were all
running ok. The Brothers who had to supervise the various dining rooms had the

same food at the same time as us.

Breakfast was always a bit of a scrum. It got more civilised as you got to the more
senior Divisions. It was the usual stuff. Cornflakes, toast and things like that. The
food at lunch and dinner was largely edible. There were an awful lot or white
puddings, things like sago or rice pudding. There was occasionally some fruit.
There were a lot of chips. The mince was of a kind of dubious provenance. In
general the food was very high on stodge. It was pretty hefty on starch and carbs.

We generally used to skirt around the things that we didn’t fancy. | didn’t eat baked
beans in those days. If anything came with baked beans | just wouldn’t bother. That
was all ok. There wasn'’t a punishment for not cleaning your plate.

Our meals were paid for out of the school fees our parents paid. | do remember that
we were a bit concerned that the food we were getting wasn’t value for money. |
think that was really the undercurrent of feeling. That feeling was highlighted
surrounding an incident concerning the quality of the mince. It was the only time |
can remember a sense amongst the boys of “we’ve had enough.” It all happened
whilst | was in the Senior Division. The bowl of mince arrived alongside the mash.
All the boys looked at each other. There was a sense that everyone was thinking
‘'m not eating that." Without much prompting all of the plates started to be piled up
at the end of our table and all the other tables in the room. It was quite amazing. It
wasn't premeditated. There wasn’t a discussion about it amongst the boys. It just
happened.

Brothe was supervising the room that day. He just watched what
we were doing. He wanted to know what was going on. We just told him that we
were not having any of it. | remember his face. | think he just didn’t know where to
put himself. He just said “ok.” | think that secretly he was probably with us. He had
probably had enough of this mince as well.
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One of the pupils who was in the dining room that day was the son of a reporter who
worked for the Daily Express. His name was- | don’t remember his first name.
The story ended up getting into the paper. The way it was described in the Daily
Express was that we had undertaken a hunger strike. It was sensationalised. We
had only refused to eat one meal. | think that the fact that it got into the paper
rebounded on us. | remember that the next day Brother [RZEEGdGEE \Who was
then, was almost apoplectic with rage. He was not angry with what we had
done but that it had got into the paper. He made sure that we got the mince again.
It was as if it was “you're getting it again and you're going to eat it.” We all the ate
the mince the next time it came around. | think at that juncture we had made our
point and they had made their point. After that we started to have a more
reasonable conversation about the monotony of the food.

Some of the boys used to get sent in food parcels. |didn't get that. There was a
grocers in Dumfries called Frobishers. A lot of boys had accounts there. Their
parents would put money into the account and Frobishers would send out these
parcels. It was things like fresh fruit and peanut butter.

Washing / bathing

The set procedure for washing and bathing varied dependent upon which Division
you were in. In the Intermediate Division there was one big area which had lots of
basins and showers. The Middle Division had two dormitories so the washing
facilities were split. One dormitory had a run of basins to themselves. The other
dormitory had to use the main wash area used in the Junior Division. There were

shared washing facilities in the Senior Division.

Some of the boys who were prefects had their own rooms which had wash basins in
them. In the first term of my time in the Senior Division | was outside an Upper 6™
form pupil’'s rooms. My role in the mornings was to go into the senior pupil’s room,
wake him up and then use the wash hand basin in his room. The reason | had to
use the wash hand basin in the older pupil's bedroom was probably pragmatic but it
just didn’t work for me. | felt uncomfortable. | didn’t want to be getting washed while
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there was an older pupil still in bed. | eventually started to go into this senior pupil’s
room, wake him up then go off and use the shared washing facilities in the Senior
Division. | did get pulled up one time for doing that but | just refused to stop. About
that time | was really starting to be feeling uncomfortable about the way things were
going at St Joseph's. | think | just viewed it as one more thing.

That whole washing, bathing, showers and baths was always closely monitored.
There was always a black habit wherever we were. In the Intermediate Division
G s o< vised. In the Middle Division it was Brother Marcellus. If
someone was in the shower too long the Brothers weren'’t adverse to sticking their
head over the cubicle to see you were ok. In the Senior Division Brother |l

was around supervising.

Everything was ok though. It was uncomplicated and there weren’t any incidents. It
was mostly showers throughout my time in St Joseph’s. It was all closed cubicles,
they weren’t open showers. On shower nights you were fed in. As soon as a cubicle
became available you went in. In the Middle Division one of the Brothers, in
particular Brother Marcellus, would check your hair to make sure you had rinsed all
the shampoo out. | don’t know why he did that. He could have been checking for

hits.

There was the odd bath. There were some boys who really fancied themselves as
footballers. The idea of all being in one bath together after a football game for some
reason appealed to these guys. | couldn’t understand it myself. As many boys who
could get into the bath tried to get in the bath. It wasn’t exactly a team sized bath.
Then there was an outbreak of what was called then ‘jock itch.” It was basically a
fungal infection around the scrotum. There was a complete mapping across
between all the guys who shared the bath and those who had that problem. That
was how all this sharing the bath thing came to an end.
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visited when playing sports. There was kind of an implied league table amongst the
schools at that time.

The school was within the main building in the college and the modern block. It was
a broad based curriculum to start with. It was Maths, Physics, Chemistry, Biology,
Art, French, English Literature and Language. | did a broad based curriculum for my
O-Levels. | did two O-Levels in 4t year followed by a further eight O-Levels in 5t
year. The school switched me out of a broad based curriculum to a science based
curriculum for my Highers. |did Highers in Biology, Physics, Chemistry and Maths.

| was impressed with some of the Brothers and lay staff who taught. The touchstone
for me was whether the teacher was telling me stuff that | didn’t know. There were
some Brothers and lay staff who were able to do that.

Some Brothers used to take great pleasure and delight in rendering what you knew
before, useless. You could find that you were following a particular curriculum one
year and the subsequent year that could all be thrown out of the window. By
extension you felt that your previous teacher’s efforts were being rubbished. | got
the sense that there were Brothers and teachers who were competing with the
Brothers and teachers that had gone before them. It was as if they were saying
“forget about what you have been taught, this is my time now.” That occurred with
Brother Bl He taught us - | remember that when a new Brother came
in to take over the teaching of - he took great delight in rubbishing what we

had been taught by Brother

When you're left holding something that you find holds no currency any more it is
bewildering. | found all of that problematic. It was problematic for other boys too. |
remember that some of the boys who had been in longer than | at St Joseph's just
said that you had to keep your head down and keep going. It was something they
had seen before. They just said that you had to just get on with it.

In the evenings we had to study. That was every night after your evening meal. It
was between about 7:00pm and 8:30pm. It was taken in the classrooms in the
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Confession

You didn’t have to go to confession. It was up to the individual whether they wanted
to go. There were particular times when you could go to confession but it was
always entirely up to the individual's conscious as to whether they wanted to go.

There was a puzzling incident one time involving e and confessions.
We were grouped as the Senior Division together and given feedback that

had said he was concerned that there were not enough boys “confessing

the sin of masturbation.” If we were good Catholic boys and we weren't
masturbating then there was nothing to confess. If we were not good Catholic boys
and we were then we weren’t going to confess it. We didn’'t know what this guy was
raising a concern about and what we were going to do with that information? We all
reflected on that with typical boyish humour and questioned “what does he want, a
productivity drive?” We just trivialised it. That was how we dealt with it.

It did make me question what was going on in confession if the priest decided that he
wanted to make something known. At that time | remember thinking “I thought that
confession was supposed to be sealed?” It felt paradoxical to me. | am sure that |
was not the only one who felt that. Then again wasn’t exactly
divulging any confidences. It was a generalised thing about things that people
weren’'t confessing to.

Chores

Generally there were no chores. All the cleaning was done by lay domestic staff.
There may be the occasional thing like something requiring to be painted. You
weren’t made to do that though. It was just something that was there to do if you
wanted to. There was the usual picking up of litter. That was something that was
given out as a punishment. The rest of the boys would be playing football or
whatever but you would be left picking up litter.
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Leisure time

You had free and easy access to things like books and games. There was a pretty
good library. There was occasionally a bit of television. There were lots of table
tennis tables in the Intermediate and Middle Divisions. Curiously they all
disappeared by the time you got into the Senior Divisions. | don’t know whether they
thought that table tennis was just for kids. There was a full size snooker table in the
Senior Division. We played snooker and billiards.

On Sunday nights they played a movie in the school theatre. The music in between
the reels was The Beatles. | remember thinking that that was alright. We
occasionally used to go en masse to the cinema in Dumfries. The good people of
Dumfries would see this big column of boys from St Joseph’s walking into the town
when we did that. There was a drama club in the school called the Phoenix Drama
Club. It was run by a lay teacher called Brian McEwan. | acted in that club.

There was a school choir but that pretty much fell into disuse. Brother i was

the_ | wasn't involved in that. | remember an incident when
| was coming out of church one day. Brother took me by the throat and felt
my Adams apple. After touching it he said “no good.” | don’t remember him doing
that to anyone else. That was that. | never got to sing in the choir because my voice
was deemed to have broken. He may have heard me singing at church as well. |

have no idea.
Sport and athletics

| played in the first XI for cricket and the first XV for rugby. | played goalkeeper in the
first team for football. Wednesday afternoons were spent playing inter house
matches. You played other schools representing St Joseph’s on Saturdays. It was
all schools in the North of England, Borders and Glasgow. We played schools and
teams like St Aloysius, St Mungo'’s, South of Scotland Colts, Austin Friars, Carlisle
Grammar School and Morpeth High. We travelled by minibus or coach to all of these
places.
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Pupils were allowed to play for teams and organisations outside of the school. If you
got selected for the South of Scotland you were allowed time to go and compete in
things like athletics competitions. | got good at doing cross country running. It
became a thing for me. | would go out and practice cross country running during my
spare time. | was allowed to compete in the Scottish schools cross country
championships. | did that two years running.

One time the Brothers got an older pupil to run and follow me whilst | was out
running. It was like they put a tail on me. | think that the Brothers only did that
because they wanted to know what | was doing. It was the only way they could
supervise me. | think it might have been Brother [l ho organised
that. | think the Brothers were more concerned that | was actually doing what | said |
was doing than anything else.

None of the other Brothers would have been able to run after me so they just got
another boy to do that. | knew the older pupil was only there to follow me. | decided
to ‘burn him off.’ | ran as fast | could away from him. In hindsight, that was mistake
because the older pupil lost face. | should never have done that because the older
pupils didn’t like to lose face. It could lead to you getting bullied. | wasn’t punished
in any way by the Brothers for burning off the older pupil. | was allowed to continue
running. | guess, for me, the biggest thing was the fear of the possibility of
retribution from the boy who followed me or his peers. As it happened, nothing
actually happened. However, the threat was there.

Trips / holidays

It was the usual holidays. There were Christmas, Easter and Summer holidays. |
would go back to Perth to my mother’s over those holidays. 1 would stay at St
Joseph's during the half terms.

We sometimes went on field trips. There were usually one or two Brothers who went
with us on these trips. | remember going to the Solway Firth to look at geological
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| came to realise that | had to just get on with it. | had to set about creating my social
camouflage in order to blend in. | hid behind lots of different voices and generally

tried to be amusing.
Healthcare

The matron was always there during the day. She was in charge of the sickbay that
was in the school. The sickbay consisted of a room with four beds in it. It was very
close to the Middle Division dormitory. To get to see the matron you had to be
unwell. You would need to prove to a Brother that you really were unwell before you
went to the matron. Either that or you went to see her to get your vaccinations. We
also had a visiting GP. | don’t remember anything like an annual health check or a

physical whilst | was there.

The only time | remember going to see the matron, other than the times when | got
vaccinations, was when | was really ill. 1t was flu or something like that. | was taken
to the sickbay. | spent the best part of a week there. There was one other boy who
was in the sickbay when | arrived. His name was - | relied on-to
tell me how things went in the sickbay because no one else spoke to me. He told
me what to expect and what was going to happen. He told me that | would be eating
a lot of porridge. ended up getting out of the sickbay before | did.

Over the week | was treated with paracetamol. | remember listening to the radio
during the day. | listened to Tony Blackburn on Radio Caroline and Stuart Henry on
Radio Scotland. The matron was there during the day. At night someone looked in
from the Middle Division dormitory to check you were alright. | don’t remember who
that was. It might have been Brother but | would be really guessing by
saying that.

Occasionally the seriousness of having all these boys in one place would be
focussed on one event and the attempts to deal with it. There was one boy called
-who died whilst | was at the school. He had heart problems. | knew him.
| don’t mean this in any callous way but he was notable for the blueness of his nose.
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The belt was part of the Brothers’ kit and resources. It was a Lochgelly tawse. It
was something which was a quarter of an inch thick with two tongs. | remember that
one of the older Brothers had an older lighter tawse which had several tongs. |

remember seeing that.

The number of times you were hit varied. The maximum number of strokes would be
six but you could get only three. There didn’t appear to be any rhyme or reason as
to the quantity or number of strokes that you got given. In general terms the number

of strokes was in line with the apparent seriousness of your crime.

The tawse was used for general indiscipline by the Brothers. The sort of things the
belt would be used for is notable failure to learn. You would be punished if you just
weren’t applying yourself in class. Often the tawse was used because you hadn’t
done your work or because of lack of effort. The belt was almost used as an

invitation to make you try harder.

On the odd occasion where | got the belt it was because | had failed to achieve. The
Brothers | remember using the belt on me were Brotherand
Brother Those are the only two | remember using the belt on me. When

the tawse was administered it was on the hand.

The belt was solely used by the Brother for misbehaviour at school. It was also
occasionally used for misbehaviour in dorms. Sometimes the Brothers didn’t come
out of their rooms when the boys larked about in the dorms. That was maybe
because they weren’t bothered or the volume wasn’t sufficient for them to hear what
was going on. Other times a Brother did come out of his room. If he did you would
be in trouble. He would come out with his torch, tell us to quiet down and tell certain
boys to see him in the morning. The boys who saw the Brother in the morning would
be disciplined by that Brother. Sometimes the punishment was in the form of the
belt. If what you did was particularly bad you might be sent to the Principal for
discipline.
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At the time | had no yardstick to form a view whether the punishment the Brothers
used was excessive. What | did know was that at St John’s, the school | went to
before, corporal punishment was only issued by the headmaster and nobody else.
There would also be a case for it. Some Brothers at St Joseph’s appeared to use it
as part of their teaching method. That wasn't something | was used to.

Arranging for two boys to fight each other

When | was a senior we went on a field trip to Liverpool to see Liverpool Cathedral.
That would have been either in 1966 or 1967. Two of the boys had a problem with
one another. They fell out on the coach back. Brother witnessed
the boys falling out on the coach. He saw the threat of violence being there. The
way Brother |l ccalt with it was to set the boys up the following day to
fight it out in the Senior Division common room. Brotherjust let that
happen. That's the only time | recall something like that happening.

| was in the Senior Division common room when the fight was due to happen. There
was a group of boys alongside Brotherwaiting for this fight to start.
We stood in a circle. There was no attempt made to stop the fight by anyone. The
boys ‘set to.” Eventually the two boys sort of just gave up on it. | don’t think there
were any other problems between the boys after that.

At the time, | did feel that setting the boys up that way was very manipulative.
However, looking back it might have actually been a rather clever call on the part of
Brother [l He might have known that their steam would have been
let out by that point. He might have anticipated that the boys would not be able to
‘stoke up their boilers again’ in the cold light of day.

Prefects

The Brothers decided who became prefects. To be a prefect you had to be in the
Senior Division and probably in your last year at the school. | was made a prefect in
my final year. It came right out of the blue for me. The way | found out was it had
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been placed on a notice board on a wall. The conjecture at the time was that | was
made a prefect in the hope that it would make me conform. One of the other
prefects told me that was what he thought was happening. The theory was that
because | would be responsible for discipline I'd have to be more disciplined with
myself.

There wasn't so much anything like fagging. We weren't quite in their realm.
Prefects could issue lines. | never issued any punishments when | was a prefect. |

couldn’t see the point.

| did attend meetings during the time | was prefect, alongside other prefects, with the
Principal. There were also meetings with Brother [ The meetings
were simply to do with disciplinary matters. That was about it. There was never any
sense of concerns about student welfare on the agenda at these meetings. | don't
think | can think of any situation where, as a prefect, | spoke with the Principal or

Brother [ 2bout any individual during those meetings.

Dorm leaders

In the Intermediate Division they had what was called dorm leaders. Those were
boys who were in the dorm. | never found out how boys became dorm leaders. As
far as | am aware, they were just singled out for taking that role by the Brothers.

Nobody ever told you how to do it but your bed had to be made up properly with the
proper corner folds. After the beds were made the dorm leaders would go around
and check the lockers and the bed areas. They undertook those inspections daily. If
there was anything not quite right, like your locker not being lined up properly or your
bed being not made to their satisfaction, you would be “on report.” That wouldn’t
involve the Brother in charge of the Division. If you were on report you had to go
back to your dorm after breakfast so that the dorm leader could show you what
wasn't quite right. You would then be made to do something like lining all the lockers
up or straightening all the beds. If you took issue or were cheeky to the dorm leader
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without them actually needing to become involved. | would be very surprised if one

of the Brothers hadn’t worked out that that was the way in which it went.

Specific recollections of boys being bullied

| remember that || orother. [ came under a lot of

pressure at St Joseph’s. | think il attracted the wrong kind of attention from

bullies because he was a bit of a [ JJJfflet heart. He had a-and all that.

He was also from Essex so he was maybe regarded as a bit too English.

In the summer term of 1965 an incident occurred that set the tone for my
expectations of being a senior pupil. The main college had a flat roof. There was a
door that allowed you to gain access to the roof. Three, or maybe four, senior pupils
were lured onto the roof. | don't remember who those boys were. | can remember
their faces but | can't remember their names. They were all boys who were regarded
as a bit clever who tended to keep themselves to themselves. In terms of humour
they were a bit like The Goodies or The Goons. They had a kind of “off the wall”
sense of humour. When the boys got on the roof they were attacked and beaten up
by a group of senior students that included prefects. | know that one of the members
of the group that was doing the beating was a boy called_ I think he was

| think that the pupils who were lured onto the roof were regarded as ‘dissidents’ who
needed to be taught a lesson. | remember seeing the boys who had been lured onto
the roof after the incident. They had black eyes and bruised faces. They described
the incident to me as being “beaten up.”

| don’t know whether the Brothers set it up but they certainly would have known
about it. Everybody knew about the incident but nobody actually talked about it out
loud. It was so widely talked about | think that it is unlikely staff, including the then
SNR MZH . . " " 2
-Brother- did not know about the incident. If they did know about it
they turned a blind eye. | think that they would have turned a blind eye because they
would have seen it as a way in which these guys could be ‘sorted out.” Nothing was
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ever said about the incident. Nothing was ever done. The whole incident put fear
into me. | remember thinking that being attacked was something that could happen
to me. | remember thinking that if | talked too much, and was too different, | could

also be set upon.
Bullying suffered by my brother|jjjjji}

My brother- reaped the whirlwind when he arrived. There were boys who were
in the school who had unsettled scores against me. Those boys decided, because |
wasn't there, to settle their scores with [JJllinstead. He was backed into a corner

whilst someone decided to give him a “thugging about.” He told me about those

incidents. | know he got a punch in the nose on one occasion. He told me that.

Two of the boys involved were [l and [

I dicd in 1992. | never managed to speak in detail to Il before he passed
away about his time in St Joseph'’s. We kind of obliquely talked about our times in St
Joseph's. | do, however, remember feeling dismayed that there were pupils who felt
that they had unfinished business with me who decided to take it out on him.

Abuse at St Joseph’s — specific incidents relating to me

MFI
Brofher-

| came up to the Senior Division during the summer term of 1966. | was about
sixteen. My first encounter with Brother [l was during a cricket trip to Maryfield
during that summer term. Brother [JiJJ)j watched me bowl alongside another boy

called ||l ' remember Brother [l saying. after watching me bowl, that
it was all very well being able to make the ball swing but | needed to control it as

well. | was then selected for the college’s first team for cricket.

One evening | was called out of study and told to go to Brother [[HJJjjj room to
collect my jockstrap and abdominal protector. That was in the summer term of 1966.
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I went into his room. Brother [JEIJJij was sitting there. He told me to take off my
shoes, trousers and underpants. | was taken aback that Brother [ had asked
me to strip off. However, | rationalised it all as being what was needed to be done to
get the jockstrap and abdominal protector on. | took off my shoes, trousers and
underpants. Brotherthen produced a jockstrap. He asked me if | had ever
worn one. | said | hadn’t. He said that he would help me to put in on. He then said
that he needed to check the fit, which he then did. Whilst he did that he continually
told me how important it was to make sure it was on properly so as | would avoid
injury. He handled my penis and testicles. As he did that he talked about checking
that | was maturing properly. He didn’t say anything of a sexual nature. That was all
that he said. He remained seated all of the time. It was all done in a casual matter
of fact manner.

Brother [ElJf continued to handle me as he placed the abdominal protector into
the pouch in the jockstrap. He then repeated the process several times. He said
how important it was that he was sure that | knew what to do otherwise | would not
be protected. | was in Brother room for about forty-five minutes. For the
majority of that time | was naked from the waist down.

It was the prolonged repeated nature of what he was doing that made me think “this
isn’t right.” | remember that | was frozen to the spot, mesmerised and puzzled about
what was going on. | remember that during the incident all | was focusing on was
making sure that this didn’t go anywhere. What he was doing and saying to me had
to mean nothing to me in that moment. | wanted to survive it and then go. My mind
set was that, even if | didn’t want it, there was the possibility of an erection. | wanted
to ‘zone out’ and not get aroused in any way. | thought that if | got an erection he
would then turn on me. | thought the same way about objecting. | felt it was like
damned if | do and damned if | don’t. | had the presence of mind to keep things
absolutely clinical and clean. | remember feeling relieved when | was allowed to
leave the room. | was left wondering what | was supposed to do about this. | didn’t
know what to do or how to do it without raising my head above the parapet.

41



WIT.001.002.2975

165. Later that evening || who was another student, asked me if had
had me up to fit my jockstrap?” | I as smirking as he said that. |
wondered how [l knew that | had been up to see Brother|[Zi . | also wondered
if [l had had the same treatment. | did not ask him to find out. | just said that |
had seen Brother and left it at that. | was left concerned whether |JJili}
I ioht tell other people about what had happened. After that | never heard
of any other boys who had gone through the same experience as | had with Brother
Wl That said, | didn’t put out what had happened into circulation.

166. After the incident Brother|[JJJj treated me as if | was a non-person. There were
no further incidents. He never bothered with me again unless to be sarcastic in
passing. If | was at the cricket nets there was barely an acknowledgement. The only
thing | recall is one day when he stood about six yards away from me and took great
delight in pounding the ball at me. He did that under the pretence that he was
testing my defence.

167. |think there was a pattern with the Brothers. It was a case of try it on and see what
response they could get. If there was no response they would then discard you and
move on. | think that that was why, as far as Brother S5 was concerned with
me, it was a case that | was out, gone and it wouldn’t be mentioned again.

Unknown individual in a black habit

168. By the autumn term of 1966 | had been moved from the ten bed dorm, where my bed
was by the senior pupil's room, to a dorm of four beds. | think it was Brother |l

A who was in charge of the dorm at that time. | shared the dorm with three

other boys called ||| EEEEGNGN TN - B e dormitory

had a door with a big window. My bed was as far away from the door as possible. It

was right up against the big window.

169. One night | woke up face down in my bed. | could feel pressure being placed on the
middle of my back holding me down with my face in the pillow. | could not move. |
could feel my buttocks were being probed through my bedcover and pyjamas. | tried
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hard to turn over and cry out. As | did so the person quickly left the room. | looked
towards the figure leaving the room. The person was wearing a black habit. All |
could see was the shape of the black habit going through the doorway. There was
no other light to detect any kind of head shape or anything like that. The other three
boys in the dorm remained asleep. None of them stirred.

The Senior Division dormitories were away from the main school building. The lower
level of the building was accommodation for the Brothers. Our dormitories were
upstairs. There were no locked doors in the building. Brother was
in charge of the dorm. There were two other Brothers in particular who came in and
out of the dormitories however | struggle to recall their names. Any number of other

Brothers also had access to the dormitory.

After the incident | was left thinking “what happened there?” | was again left thinking
“what am | going to do?” | couldn’t go chasing off after this person. What would | be
able to say? | decided that | just had to keep plodding on. I'd had the incident with
Brother and now I'd had my backside fiddled with whilst | was asleep. |
never talked about what happened with anybody else.

MZI
Brother

One day, during the autumn term in 19686, | was playing with a rugby ball on the

playing fields. Brother came to the playing fields with -and a rugby

ball. _was another student. _was a very attractive young
man. He was usually cast in female roles in the school plays. | do know that |JJili

used to have problems where other students used to hit on him when he was
dressed up for his female roles.

| was invited to join Brotherand-. Brotherhen set up an

exercise where-and | would run alongside each other, about three or four yards
apart, bent double as we passed the ball to each other from ankle height. Brother
me spent a lot of time running along behind us. | asked Brotherwhat this was
all about. He just said it was a very good exercise to do. Nothing else happened. |
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MZI
remember thinking to myself ‘what is going on here, what is he doing?’ Brother.
then sent me off to practise by myself.

To me it was all another case of trying it on, to see what response he got and then
sending us away because there was no take up. It was an incident that was more
perplexing than anything else.

CIPHER
oo

The first contact | had with Brother was during my early days at the college.
He used to run a- for the boys out of the basement of the main college
building. | remember that he would take a few boys with him to do that. | never had
anything to do with the_ However, on one occasion | was down in the
basement painting table tennis table tops with another pupil called
Brother Sl came through the basement and sort of hung about. Nothing
happened.

| know that later on Brotherot sent off to teach_ | think

that might have been in 1965 or 1966. He returned back to the school from

-to teach Higher- That was before the autumn term of 1967. |

remember that when he came back he ran a_ club. | remember that he
took some of the students involved in that club to the railway marshalling yards at

Carlisle. They were the first marshalling yards to be computerised in the UK. The
group got to see how this computer ran the marshalling yards.

In the autumn term of 1967 | started to take Higher Maths. Brothe replaced

Brother who had taught me O—Level- as my-teacher.
| remember that Brother ad a style of teachin- and using language
that appeared to be aimed at this elite group who were part of his club.

From being completely ok with-l started to fail to understand _
_ | thought | had understood how to do those

things and, all of a sudden, | was left in the position where | just didn’'t know what
was going on. | needed help so | asked Brother
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During class we all sat at old fashioned wooden desks with built in bench seats.
CIPHER . . -
Brother -took to sitting beside me on the desk seat and demonstrating

_for me to follow. He would write the- into my book. As time went

on | was still not keeping up with the class. | got increasingly more confused. Pretty

soon Brother il

started to keep a belitting commentary going. He'd say things
out loud whilst he sat beside me. He’d comment on how stupid and befuddled | was.
He'd said things like “if you spent less time doing these doodles then you might

understand things better.”

As the term progressed Brothecontinued to sit beside me in order to
demonstrate- He then started to touch me beneath the desk. He would
begin by patting me at the top of my legs. He would then get closer to my genitals.
Afterwards he would finish by kissing me on my ear or my cheek whilst hugging me
with his right arm around my shoulders. He would do it quite brazenly in class when
we were all in the classroom.

This became an almost daily occurrence. It was a sustained thing that | got from

Brother It was the same process he did each and every time. | would say

that during the majority of lessons Brotherdid this. Any time we had-
there would be a moment where he repeated the routine.

| felt as if | was in a bind. | needed help with- However, the more | tried to get
help the more Brother was sitting beside me doing what he was doing. Every
time | got help from Brotherit resulted molestation and humiliation. It was a

vicious circle. | felt trapped and worthless.

One day, - another student in the-class, exclaimed “keep your

hands to yourself you pervert!” | looked over to where sat and saw that Brother
CIPHER
was just getting up from sitting beside him. | then realised that | was not the

only one that Brother was touching. | wasn't the only one that Brother
was doing this to. -is the only boy | remember experiencing what | was

experiencing with Brother
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One day Brother rounded on me in class. Right out of the blue he told me “if
you had any respect for the college you would not sit the exam.” | was distraught. |
needed Higher-to go to university. | felt that what he was saying was unfair. |
was out there day after day practicing cricket, training for cross country and
performing in plays for the school drama club. | was further a prefect in the school
and | was performing well in all of my other subjects. Day after day | was out there
representing the school and here was Brother saying that | had no respect for
the college. | just fired it at him. | told him all those things. | let him have it. My
voice was raised. | was sure that my voice would be heard in other classes in the
school. What | was saying must have, at the very least, been heard in the classroom

next door.

Brother [illaaljust stood there with a face like thunder. He didn’t say a thing. He
didn't say a word. After that | thought that the school would come down on me like
tonne of bricks. | was expecting to be taken along to the Principal’s office to explain
myself. However, nothing happened. Brother made no further reference to it.
After that confrontation Brother stopped sitting beside me.

| then decided that if | was to pass the exam | would have to teach myself. As soon
as | was allowed to go and study by myself | sat myself down with the book. |
memorised as much as possible. | taught myself enough maths to pass the exam. |
got a grade C which was good enough, along with Physics, Chemistry and Biology,
to secure a place at St. Andrew’s University to read Chemistry.

MLD
| know for a fact that Brother kept in his room two bottles of tablets.

| saw them myself. One bottle contained Librium, capsules which were green and
black, and the other contained amphetamines, which were black capsules. | know

that, in the time | was there, there were some of the senior students, who were

MLD
studying on the same level as the Senior Division dormitories as Brother -

. MLD
room was. They were allowed to go into Brother _room
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to use his kettle to brew up cups of tea and coffee. | remember that some of those
students discovered the black capsules he kept in his room. They took them and
discovered they could keep them awake.

In the spring and summer terms of 1967 | was in the Senior Division. One day
Brother called a senior boy called-over. He asked him
to bring to him one of his capsules. He asked him to get one of the green and black
capsules. He said that-could have one himself. | remember -face at the
time. It didn’t even flicker. It was as if it was just matter of fact. | remember thinking
to myself at the time that that was odd. | took an interest because of my
background. | had some awareness of pharmaceuticals through my mother's
background. | didn’t know why-would be taking one of those capsules. |

remember came back and gave a capsule to Brother |
don’t know whethe ook one himself.

A year after | left St Joseph’s my brother- joined. Whilst he was a boarder in
the Senior Division he told me that it was common practice for boys to help
themselves to tablets from the bottles in Brotherroom. | also
learnt from my brother that in 1969 Brotherwas reported to the
Brother for encouraging one of the boys to get into his
bed with him. The boy concerned was a guy who was called, | think, -
- Brotherwas then sent away to Switzerland to allegedly
“recover from his breakdown.” That was all that was ever done or said. | have
since learnt from my own research that Brother went on to become
a priest in-in London. |think he died in late 2017 or late 2018.

Abuse at St Joseph’s — recollections of incidents involving peer on peer abuse
| remember hearing there was a student called _who was accused of

trying to make some sort of sexual approach to another boy. At that time -
-was in the Middle Division and | was in the Senior Division. | don’t know
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the detail surrounding the incident or what happened following it. From experience,

things tended to either be extinguished or there was a veil of silence with things.

My brother’s expulsion from St Joseph’s

190. -got expelled from St Joseph’s with a boy called - They were found

191.

192.

193.

to each be in possession of a mandrax tablet. Mandrax, or mandies, are little white
tablets about the size of a paracetamol. It is a sleeping tablet. It can be prescribed
to someone who is on amphetamines to help them lose weight so that they can
sleep at night. Taking mandrax with alcohol is a well-known form of recreation. |
remember that, at that time, there were a lot of questions surrounding how they
could be in possession of those tablets. There was a visit by the police drug squad
to our home in - They interviewed my mother. | remember sitting in and
listening to the interview.

| know ultimately both my brother-and - said that they got the
mandrax tablets from someone in Dumfries. | don’t know where. or got

the mandrax from. However, they were in an environment with adults and pupils
who knew where to get drugs. My brother left under a cloud because of this
mandrax tablet.

Reporting of abuse whilst at St Joseph’s

After | comment after the incident with Brother (S8l | came to
realise that nothing was sealed. | felt that there were all sorts of things going on. |
never reported anything whilst | was at St Joseph'’s.

My experiences left me feeling that | could not trust anybody. There was no one in
the college that | could turn to. It was very difficult to judge who knew what and, if
they knew something, what they knew. | knew what had happened but | didn’t know
how | would say that and to whom. | didn’t know what would be the response if | told
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something like £50,000. The Marists brought their lawyers to bear on that. | believe
that it went to the Court of Session and a judgement was given. | believe that it was
held that the Order should not be held liable for the actions of that Brother despite
the fact that the abused had raised concerns and the Brother had been allowed by
the Order to continue to be in charge of one of the dormitories.

My research led me to think that there was nowhere to go with trying to pursue
things through the courts. | also decided that there was no point reporting things to
the police.

Contact with St Joseph’s and former pupils since leaving

| went back to St Joseph’s in the eighties for a half term reunion. It was the annual
general meeting for past pupils. By that time the school had been sold off to the
local education authority. | was so looking forward to seeing faces. When | got there
| discovered that only three other former pupils had turned up. They were all from
Dumfries. | didn’t know two of the former pupils. The other one | had known his

older brother.

We sat in one of the science labs alongside the Brother who was the chair of the
past pupils association and the guy who had been- Brother il Brother

or as he was now known, greeted me. He told me that he had left the
Order and was now running a_in Coatbridge. He said he had just
dropped in to see a few people. When it was all over | shuffled off and went into
Dumfries for five pints of beer. | remember thinking that it had been an awful lot of
effort to get to the reunion for nothing much.

- remained a friend of mine after | left St Joseph’s. He sorted me out
with a job at the furniture factory where he was an apprentice. During the annual
shut down in the factory we went in and did all of the cleaning in the factory. We
cleaned the machines. The last contact | had with- was a few years ago. |
phoned him up and had a brief chat. At that time he was living in Hertford.
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Records
Diaries and punishment books

228. The only awareness | had of diaries being kept by Brothers was a reference made by
a boy called | He was at St Joseph’s the same time as | was. He
was one of the boys who used Brother jiiad kettle. He told me that,
whilst he was in Brother [l room. he saw an entry in one of Brother

R i=ries saying ‘homosex in dorm.” | took that as meaning that
someone had alleged something homosexual had gone on in one of the dormitories.

229. |don't remember seeing any diaries kept by the Brothers or anybody myself. | have
no memories of any Brothers taking notes at any time. There is nothing that |
remember about that. | don't recall seeing or hearing about punishment books

during my time at St Joseph’s.

Reports and letters home

230. As far as | know no reports were ever sent home by the school. | was never given
any reports to take home. | don’t remember ever seeing anything like a termly or
annual report. | don’t remember seeing any comments regarding my demeanour or
anything like that. | think you would remember that if you saw that.

231. After my mother died | went through her effects. | looked for any school reports and
wasn't able to find any. One thing | did find was a box which contained all the letters
| had sent from St Joseph's to her. My mother had kept all the letters that | had ever
sent to her. | read through them all. There was so much fiction in those letters.
There were things | wrote in those letters specifically to leave my mother thinking
everything was hunky dory. | no longer have those letters.

Obtaining records from St Joseph’s
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there then people will just make it up. That is particularly the case where the people

in care don't have a voice. They will be affected by whatever invention is made.

Hopes for the Inquiry

| don’t think that you will ever be able to prevent people who want to abuse making
their way into positions of trust where they have access to young people. As far as
the system that was set up at St Joseph'’s, | think there were some who were there to
abuse. | think that was their intent. | think there were others who may have known

about that who made sure that it wasn’t their business to stop it or prevent it. Brother

was a case in point. He was sent off to Switzerland.

I’'m looking at the Inquiry as an opportunity to finish something which has been going
on for quite a long time in my life. When | discovered the Inquiry | thought that | had
a little to say that could be a small piece of what | think is a very much bigger picture.
It is an opportunity to say my piece and have done with it. My hope is that the future
will be different. My hope is that steps are taken to protect the future of children

under the care of others.

I have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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