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various dioceses, and five transferred to other monasteries, while

remained -and eventually entered a care home before his death. The division between
choir monks and lay brothers goes back to the origins of the Cistercian Order in the 12th
century. Choir monks have the recitation of the Divine Office in choir as a priority and are
normally ordained priests. The lay brothers perform various manual tasks, work on the farm,
and are not bound to attend the choir office. They are not ordained.

Archive

10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

There has been justified criticism of the lack of documentary evidence available to the Inquiry,
particularly from Carlekemp school. Archive collections are, of course, dependent on decisions
made to deposit material and there seems to have been no clear protocols for this at
Carlekemp or Fort Augustus itself. | inspected the Fort Augustus archive in 1986 and
remember how little there was in it regarding the school. It was predominantly an historic
monastic collection.

The archive was organised and catalogued by Sr Christine Johnson, the Keeper of the
Scottish Catholic Archives, in 2001. She produced a detailed, but incomplete, handwritten
index that fills five lever arch files. It organises the material by topics which are assigned an FA
number, and then materials related to each topic are assigned sub-numbers. As it is
handwritten, it cannot effectively be searched. It is also incomplete: entries do not always
describe all the documents contained in that FA number.

Unfortunately, not all the materials listed in the handwritten archive remain and the EBC has
not been able to locate these materials. We have attempted to locate them in the main EBC
archive in Downside. | cannot say whether documents were removed from the archive before it
was transferred to the EBC or have been lost since then.

The EBC came into possession of the archive when the Abbey closed in 1999. Ownership of
the archive was transferred in 2011, when the assets of Fort Augustus were transferred to the
EBC. In 2013, the archive was physically split into two parts. The bulk of the materials was
stored at Downside Abbey. Records that related primarily to the schools were sent to the
EBC's then solicitors in Edinburgh to facilitate responding to requests for records from former
students.

In addition to the indexed Fort Augustus archive, the EBC has searched its own papers, files
and archives for materials relating to Fort Augustus. These consist largely of folders of
correspondence kept by Abbot Presidents. This material was not catalogued or indexed in any
way.

The entire Fort Augustus archive and the relevant files from the EBC have been provided to
our solicitors, who have digitised and indexed the bulk of the documents. The files that relate
to the school are relatively few and incomplete. There does not seem to have been any
systematic attempt to create or retain files on teaching staff or pupils so that depending on the
years when a student attended the school there may be some or no relevant documents. In
addition, much of the material related to Carlekemp is not in the archive.

In summary, the Fort Augustus archive contains the following records in relation to former
students of the Abbey School: Parent account ledgers for 1947-1952, 1958-1968, 1977-1981;
a relatively complete set of class lists for Fort Augustus Abbey School for most dates; brief
pupil files for many of the students who left the Abbey school prior to 1969, but almost no pupil
files for the years 1970 to 1993; an incomplete set of "housemaster reports" from the 1980s.
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Constitutions of 1931 which regulated all the English Benedictine monasteries and were in use
until 1978, therefore covering years when most abuse occurred at Carlekemp and Fort
Augustus, the schools attached to the monasteries are not mentioned at all, except in relation
to the appointment of the headmaster of ‘the lay school'. School matters were dealt with
internally, without much external regulation, or by the occasional government inspection which
issued reports. Throughout the life of these two schools, the purpose of the quadrennial
Visitation of the abbey by the Abbot President did not specifically refer to the school and the
school was never mentioned in Visitation reports. This perhaps explains the failure of Visitation
Reports to highlight school problems and abuse. Until the introduction of an advance report
specifically relating to safeguarding was included in the 2019 Constitutions (Constitution no.
46), the subject was not mentioned in the general reasons for a Visitation laid down in the
Constitutions, which only related to the monastery. If abuse had been brought to the notice of
the visitors, which it does not seem to have been, it would have been included in the final
Visitation reports compiled for the abbot, the Council, and the Community. Looking back at the
earlier guidelines for reporting at Visitations, investigation of life in the monastery school
should have been included.

Listening here to the statements of the applicants over the past two months, | believe that
abuse did take place at schools run by the abbey of Fort Augustus. | therefore apologise on
behalf of the English Benedictine Congregation to the applicants and any of those associated
with them for that abuse. | apologise for the inadequate investigations conducted during the
quadrennial Visitations which might otherwise have found evidence of abuse and should have
led to steps to deal with the problem.

The school at Fort Augustus itself was always small and this perhaps contributed to its failure
to develop a gradation of corporal punishment; at least, that was my impression listening to the
applicants. Those pupils needing to be disciplined reached the headmaster for discipline too
frequently and too quickly. There was no proper house master system. We have heard
repeated in the evidence the same few names of those alleged to have been abusers. | knew
Father SasESaMENE because of his historical work. He seemed a serious person.

. On occasion, | met Fathers Pl C'PHER W
when they were old monks, but did not form any opinion of them.

Of course, cultures change over time and by the 1970s the practice of corporal punishment
was beginning to decline until it disappeared in state schools in the 1980s and in independent
schools by the 1990s. It is an example of how isolated Fort Augustus was from changing
patterns of conduct that severe corporal punishment persisted there at least until the 1980s. |
attended an English Benedictine boarding school in southern England in the 1960s which had
similar structures to those at Fort Augustus of that time, but corporal punishment seems to
have been much more persistent and brutal in Fort Augustus than that | knew in my own
school. Pupils were beaten but with less severity than those at Fort Augustus. Furthermore,
bullying seems to have been endemic at the Fort in comparison with the Benedictine school |
attended. We heard from applicants that with a maximum number of 130 pupils, there were
only two houses, established in 1940, although these increased to three when the additional
numbers following the closure of Carlekemp moved to the Fort. Such large numbers per house
with pupils aged 13 to 18, and a house system not made up of genuinely independent units,
this must have made it difficult for two housemasters to manage. It is possible they found
resort to frequent corporal punishment an easy, but inappropriate, remedy to assert control
and improve discipline. What Fort Augustus appeared to have had in practice was a badly
managed ‘line’ system, that is, division by year group, such as is typical in Jesuit schools, but
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but there are lots of examples of Fort Augustus monks helping out as assistant priests, but not
as parish priests, in English Benedictine incorporated parishes. None of these Fort Augustus
monks, however, transferred their monastic stability to another monastery, as far as | am
aware.

The 1978 Constitutions continued to describe a monk’s primary attachment to his monastery
through his vow of stability, although it made an exception in terms of missionary work outside
(pp. 20, 26). These 1978 Constitutions were the first to insist that if a monk was sent away for
studies, it required the consultative vote of the Council of his Abbot (p. 16).

By the time of the 2007 Constitutions, the reasons for movement of monks with the sanction of
the Constitutions had become more numerous, and included reasons such as ‘pastoral work’,
permission to live in a non-EBC monastery, to serve as a chaplain, and permission for a monk
to accept an office in another monastery (pp. 18-19). The section entitled ‘The Directory’ in the
Constitutions of 2007 (pp. 36-37) explicitly dealt with the transfer of a Benedictine monk from
one monastery to another which is not EBC (p.16), or for a monk to accept an office in another
EBC monastery (p. 18), and it laid down rules for the transfer of stability (pp. 36-37).

This constitutional history is important for demonstrating how informal transfers of monks for
brief periods were not covered by the Constitutions, and Abbot Richard appears to be correct
in suggesting these were a rarely recorded feature until the 1990s. | presume that an abbot
would pick up his phone and ring another abbot, asking if a monk might stay a few weeks in
the latter’s monastery, even for some months, to convalesce, etc. Such a monk would be a
guest and his stability would remain unchanged, and that was what the Constitutions were
interested in.

Applications to transfer stability to another community might be deficient in crucial details. For
concealed behind formal requests for transfer might have been details of individuals which
were not relayed to the monastery which the individual applied to join.

Two Fort Augustus monks were frequently named by the complainants, both Australian,
Fathers Aidan Duggan (deceased) and “ (subject to extradition
proceedings).

According to the Benedictine Catalogus Monasteriorum O.S.B. of 1965, Aidan Duggan was
born in 1920, was professed at Fort Augustus in 1943 (aged 23), and ordained priest in 1950,
and this entry continues to appear in the later Catalogi published every four years. His name,
however, appears earlier in the 1950 Catalogus, as having been born in 1920, and professed
in 1944 at the Australian Benedictine abbey of New Norcia (see evidence of ‘Joseph’ to the
Inquiry), although according to the 1965 Catalogus, he is stated to have been professed at
Fort Augustus a year earlier, in 1943. This might simply have been an editorial error, but if not,
it indicates that he had already been professed in Australia and had then sought a transfer of
stability to Fort Augustus. His name, furthermore, does not appear in the 1955 Catalogus at all,
nor in The Benedictine Almanac of the same year as a monk of Fort Augustus. From 1956 until
he returned to Fort Augustus, Aidan Duggan is listed as being at Carlekemp.

. | have not personally inspected any transfer documents for him in the Fort Augustus archives.

But we now know that there was an early allegation of abuse levelled against Aidan Duggan
even before he left Australia for Fort Augustus (see evidence of MDO, Des, to the Inquiry), and
he might therefore have had a history there, known perhaps to his Australian Benedictine
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superiors but not divulged to the then abbot of Fort Augustus who received his formal
application to join the Community at Fort Augustus. | understand that the archived
correspondence predating him applying to join Fort Augustus does not contain anything
indicating he had been accused of abuse in Australia. This example illustrates how in the
matter of the transfer of a monk the Constitutions might be followed to the letter but did not of
themselves demand the inclusion of crucial personal details by way of reference
accompanying the transfer application.

. case is more straightforward. He was born in 1935, professed in 1956

(aged 21), and ordained priest in 1960. Although | have not personally inspected the surviving
archival evidence, | understand it contains a letter from him dated 25 March 1954 in which he
applied as a layman to join Fort Augustus, and did not transfer from another monastery. | do
not know whether he knew Aidan Duggan, fifteen years his senior, before he joined Fort
Augustus. Nor do | know why ||| Austratians
came all the way from Australia to join Fort Augustus in the Scottish
Highlands. We now have evidence that there was an early allegation of abuse levelled at
MEV but | have no details as to whether the allegation related to his time in
Australia and before he entered the Community of Fort Augustus. If it did relate to Australia,
then this is another example of how personal references relating to aspirants seeking to join
Fort Augustus were inadequate through the withholding of crucial information. On the other
hand, such information might have been known to the superior of Fort Augustus but remained
confidential to him and was not placed on any record.

The regulations relating to the transfer of stability by monks from other monasteries continue
to be found in the present Constitutions of 2018, published in 2019, with few changes (p. 81),
although by this date Fort Augustus had been suppressed (2001). By the 1990s, however, a
new phenomenon had appeared, the movement of monks from their own monastery to
another on account of allegations of abuse made against them.

Before the Nolan report in 2001, there was a practice whereby monks accused of abuse were
transferred from EBC monasteries which had schools attached or ran parishes. They were
often sent temporarily to those EBC monasteries which had no schools by this time, and they
were subject to restrictions agreed by the EBC superiors. After the publication of the Nolan
report safeguarding measures developed, and any temporary movement occurred with the
input of statutory authorities. During the evidence given by Abbot Richard Yeo to the Inquiry in
2017, he mentioned that he had allowed a monk, known as an alleged sexual abuser, to reside
at Fort Augustus, around 1999, to swell the diminishing number of monks there and help with
the clearing up before the monastery finally closed. Lady Smith asked for clarification about
this, and Abbot Richard explained his decision was based on the fact that the school had
closed and therefore there was no risk in the monk being there. Furthermore, the family of the
young person abused did not wish to press charges. | have no idea whether any restrictions
were placed on this monk during his time at Fort Augustus. However, the case against him
was revived in 2012 and the monk was found guilty and received a custodial sentence. This
provides a lesson in how great care must to be taken in making decisions and moving monks
who are alleged abusers to other monasteries, even in the short term.

. This custom of moving alleged abusers seems to have been a policy resorted to even before

the 1990s, as when Aidan Duggan had been quickly removed from Fort Augustus and its
school in 1965, following what seems to have been an allegation of abuse against him by a
pupil, and installed as chaplain to a convent of EBC nuns in the English Midlands (see
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61. As far as possible, Fort Augustus attempted to provide from the 1930s an in-house
philosophical and theological training for its junior monks. The Fort Augustus monks were
sometimes joined by junior monks from Pluscarden Priory (later Pluscarden Abbey), near
Inverness. More academic juniors were sent abroad to specialise in various subjects once they
had covered the basic courses at Fort Augustus. The Benedictine college of Sant’/Anselmo in
Rome and some German abbeys and universities seem to have been the preferred choices.
As numbers declined at Fort Augustus from the 1970s, there seems to have been difficulty
providing separate professors for all the disciplines and some monks found themselves
teaching more than one course. These in-house courses were supervised by the ‘Magister
Scholarum’, an external Master of Studies elected by the EBC General Chapter, and not a
monk of Fort Augustus, who monitored and advised on courses in the individual abbeys. In
1973 and 1974, | marked exam scripts on medieval history topics written by Fort Augustus
junior monks.. The reports on these in-house examinations will be found in the Magister
Scholarum’s registers at Downside Abbey. As has been noted elsewhere, there never seems
to have been any interest in sending monks away to study for professional teaching
qualifications.

62. Despite the small size of the Community in the last years of its life, some of its members were
intellectually able and | sense that the school's performance in public examinations was quite
creditable.. |1 noted which universities and colleges some attended, which have good
reputations. A number of monks joined the Community having already been awarded
university degrees by universities. SsSaLILIENIEIMOI was responsible for a doctoral
dissertation on the

before he became Edinburgh.

He published much and was the principal Scottish Catholicljjjjjil]

On my two visits to the abbey in 1986 and 1997, | was impressed by the specialist

holdings in the library, even if it was not well provisioned with modern theological works for

junior monks. At the abbey’s suppression the Cassidy library, which had been a separate
collection of recusant books in the monastery library, was transferred to the National Library of

Scotland.

Recruitment of lay staff at Fort Augustus

63. I'm afraid | can be little help in providing information on this topic. | have no knowledge of any
lay staff employed by the abbey, although some have been mentioned to the Inquiry. Again,
references should have been taken up for lay staff. The archive contains records in respect of
some former lay staff for whom references were sought and obtained prior to their
appointment.

64. If Fort Augustus had similar procedures regarding recruitment to those of other schools in this
period, the headmaster would have advertised a post, drawn up a short-list, taken out
references, discussed candidates with the deputy head and the head of department, and then
interviewed the candidate. He would then offer the post to the successful candidate who, after
thinking about the offer, might accept the post. The contents of a contract would have been
discussed at the interview.
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65. As the school closed in 1993, | think it is unlikely that safeguarding matters were referred to in
a candidate’s interview. The archive contains application forms but they do not cover any
safeguarding matters.

Part 2: Present and Future

The Present and Future: The English Benedictine Congregation, 1999 to 2019

66. The English Benedictine Congregation (EBC) has had its own charitable trust since 1987 and
the Congregation is currently made up of thirteen individual self-governing monasteries of
monks and nuns. Three of these are in the USA. The English monasteries are each separate
charitable trusts. The EBC can refer to the overall institution of which the individual
monasteries are members, or it can refer to the Regimen which comprises the Abbot
President's Council or cabinet of four members (the President and three elected abbots).
These form the trustees of the EBC Trust. The Regimen has day-to-day oversight of the
Congregation between the four-yearly General Chapters. The General Chapter is made up of
superiors, delegates, and officials, and is the supreme legislative body of the EBC, on whose
behalf the Regimen acts.

67. In regard to safeguarding, the EBC monasteries of monks and nuns in England fall under the
jurisdiction of the safeguarding office in the diocese where each is found, except two
monasteries which have their own safeguarding committees. Fort Augustus Abbey and its two
schools no longer exist but the legacy of abuse attached to them continues to the present. The
first part of this section of my statement will deal with this legacy and the second part will relate
to safeguarding developments between 1999 and 2019 within the English Benedictine
Congregation.

i FORT AUGUSTUS: THE LEGACY OF ABUSE, 1999-2019

68. RuSAMULEARMUNEEE with the consent of the conventual chapter of Fort Augustus,-
closing the school at Fort Augustus in 1993. The disused buildings were turned

into a heritage centre. In 1999, Abbot President Francis Rossiter was responsible for
recommending the closure of the abbey of Fort Augustus after the failure of the heritage centre
project. The St Benedict's Abbey Fort Augustus Trust’ , however, continued in existence until
2011. In 2011 the Holy See formally suppressed the abbey of Fort Augustus. RARRSAMALES
the BB ciec in 2018. In the English Benedictine Congregation, in 2001
Abbot Francis Rossiter was succeeded as President by Father Richard Yeo who was Abbot
President from 2001 to 2017. He, in turn, was succeeded in 2017 by Abbot Christopher
Jamison, the current Abbot President.

Allegations

69. As President, Abbot Richard became involved with the legacy of abuse left by the
abbey. During his time as President it emerged that there had been other allegations of
abuse. There seems, for instance, to have been a complaint made to Abbot Nicholas Holman
in the 1970s about Father and the abbot had mentioned it to Father

then The abbot subsequently removed Father jad
rom all work in the school. According to Fatherjiiad did not

deny the allegations. He is now living in Australia, and an extradition order has been
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Conclusion

91. | want to conclude by repeating the sincere apology | offered at the outset to the children who
were abused and to their families. The EBC accepts its moral responsibility for the abuse they
sustained and in particular its failure to have oversight, through Visitations or otherwise, that
could have identified abuse and prevented it continuing. The EBC is committed to paying close
attention to the findings of the Inquiry and seeking to ensure the proper safeguarding of
children now and in the future.

92. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence to the
Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are accurate and true.

Signed

Dated (6 %PMW 29 (}









