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younger boys. | think the age range was from eight to twelve. There may have been
seven year olds.

The school itself was like a big house. It had two or three dormitories, which were
split into younger boys, middle ones and older boys. There were two big classrooms,
a piano room and all the catering facilities. There was an outside hall which was
used for boxing and indoor play. There was a playing field across the road from the
school then there was the beach. There was a golf course at the back of the school

First day

| remember my first day almost vividly. | had no idea where | was going. Maybe
someone did explain it to me but | have no recollection. My father drove us there in
his car. | remember the circular drive way outside the school.

| think probably the head master met us. They were Marist Brothers so they were all
dressed in the gown, white bib and crucifix. | think | remember the headmaster
getting a more senior pupil to meet me and take me away to show me around. | went
with him and | surmise that | was being distracted while the headmaster spoke to my
mother and father, and they then left. | never said goodbye to my parents.

Everything else on the first day is a bit of a blur.

Staff

MJD SNR . ’ .
Brother -was _ We rarely saw him. | don’t recall him ever

teaching. Brother Germanus was what | would call the Sergeant Major of the ouffit.
He controlled everything. He made sure you got up in the morning and went to bed
at night, and that everything was tidy. There were maybe two other teachers but |
don’t remember their names. The teachers were also brothers. There was a Brother
and another brother who was really good at drawing.

The only civilian staff | remember were the cooks and the cleaners.
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the fear of them being there. As far as I'm aware, my parents never knew about the
abuse from Brother Germanus and never ever found out.

The showers were open showers. Three of us boys had the task of cleaning the
showers. We were made to clean them naked. Germanus would be monitoring what
we were doing. As kids, it didn’t mean much to us at the time because we were wet
anyway. It's only when you look back that you see what he was up to. That was a
regular thing that we had to do every other day, after we had a shower.

Germanus was still at the school when | left there in 1962.
Abuse — Brothe

| am a bit shaky with time but | think Brother gl arrived in 1960 or 1961. His name
was . | didn’t remember his name for years, but | have a Lawyer
friend, - who lives in Greenock who also went to the school and he
remembers everything. He reminded me of his name and he thinks Brother
came out of the Marist Brothers school himself, and was only eighteen or nineteen
years old. He was a strange character and also one of the abusers. Nobody liked
him and especially didn’t like going to- lessons with him.

| recall being in the sick bay. | don't know what | was suffering from. | could see out
the window, which looked over the back of the school onto the golf course. | think it
was the morning. Brother [kl came in with his robe on with the pretence of asking
how | was. He sat down next me. His ritual would be to put your hand inside his
cassock pocket, which was just a hole with no pocket, and have you play with his
erect penis. He would have it out of his trousers but under the cassock. He would do
that either sitting beside you or standing. He did that to me. | don’t remember how
long it lasted. | don't remember any ejaculation, but | have a vivid recollection of his

penis being erect.

Brother [l carried out the same ritual in the [JJlij room. He only ever called
people into the- room one at a time. | knew, and I'm sure other boys knew, that
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- lessons were playing with him rather than _ Sometimes

we'd wait in a queue outside, waiting to be called in. We would all look at each other

but nobody would say anything. | don't remember hearing any_

and | don’t remember a[Jjjjjjjj lesson to this day.

It got to the point where | think Brother [l knew that | knew what was about to
happen. | don’'t remember him ever saying anything. | don’t know how long it lasted.

| went to Aberdeen where my Aunty- stayed. It must have been the summer
holidays. She had a lodger in her house who was about fifteen or sixteen years old. |
was ten or eleven years old at the time. Me and him would play out the back and |

RS | don't recall how | said it to him but it

told him about the scenario with Brother
came out. He had the savvy to tell my Aunt, who told my father. | didn’t know this at
the time. I'm not sure what my father would have done but he certainly wouldn’t have
taken too kindly to it. | remember him sitting in the car outside the shop and asking
me if what | had told the boy was true. | was probably now in fear of what | had done,
but I think | confirmed it was true. | don’t remember what he said but he talked to me.

CIPHER 3
wasn't

When | went back to the school after the summer holidays, Brother
there. | can only surmise that my father had spoken to the headmaster and the result
was that Brother ad gone. Nobody at school ever spoke to me about it or
asked me anything. My father didn’t speak to me about it again and | don’'t know if

my mum knew.

Brother Germanus was never mentioned. | never told anybody about him and in my
view, he was the biggest perpetrator. Germanus obviously knew that had gone.
| think he probably still came round with the torch but | don't think | went back to his
room again.

I've often wondered whether kil

and Germanus discussed things with each other
and Germanus pointed out which boys were quiet, but | don’t know. | surmise that he
must have, or maybe he just did it off his own bat. | always got the impression the

other teachers didn't know.
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any of them. | have no idea if any of them went through the same as me. Some of
them went on to have very good careers.

| would never send my kids to boarding school. Purely because | have experienced
it. Apart from the abuse scenario at St Columba’s, there’s a side of me that thinks it
gave me an independence that | may never have had. | am not totally critical of the
whole thing. St Joseph’s was no problem at all. | never knew any different from life
at the boarding school and it just became a way of life for me. It probably benefitted
me in life, generally. | would never send my children to boarding school because |
think home life is important.

| have two sons who | have a really good relationship with. My wife and | were very
involved with their lives when they were growing up. They are in their forties now.
The eldest is married with four kids and he has his own life in Sussex. He is a -
- He doesn'’t think the same way as me and my younger boy, |l B is an
Il and lives in America and thinks like me. | have talked to him about all my

issues and we are on the same wavelength.

Other Action Taken

Prior to me coming to the Inquiry, | had gone to Mark Daly who works at the BBC.
Mark Daly had done a piece on BBC about a guy in Australia about two years ago.
When | was watching it, | thought | would contact Mark Daly because although they
were investigating Fort Augustus, there were other schools where this was
happening. | knew there had been an investigation into abuse at St Joseph'’s in
Dumfries about ten years ago. Mark Daly took three months to get back to me and
asked to have a chat. We spoke on the phone a few times and | discussed issues at
St Columba’s.

Mark Daly investigated things and told me Germanus was dead, which | knew. |
didn’t remember Brother name at this point. Mark told me the school had no
records or rolls of who was in charge. The internet says that Germanus became
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, but-says that never happened and that Germanus changed his
name. | don’t know.

Mark Daly traced down Brother llkabliabdd He had left the Marist Brothers or
was kicked out. He went on to work somewhere in Glasgow and still does to this day,
according to Mark Daly. | tried to contact Mark Daly two weeks ago to confirm the

name of Sty I h2s confirmed his name too.

Impact of abuse

| reflect on what happened with- and how much of it has influenced my
relationships. | also reflect on the childhood thing and the mother thing and whether
it is part of it.

| have always had bouts of anxiety and depression throughout my life. | have always
put it down to the bad trip with the LSD, but it could have been the other things or the
abuse. It might be none of it. It might have happened anyway.

| have had thoughts about the abuse but | don’t think about it every day. | have had
an attitude that it is something that happened and | have managed to get on with my
life. | have more anger towards my parents for sending me to boarding school and
subjecting me to it. 1 have a little bit of resentment and | think that if | had been the
father, | wouldn’'t have taken my son back to that school after knowing bad things
were going on. |t is something that happened and some people got it far worse than
me. | have come out of it reasonably well with my lifestyle.

Something has had an impact on my relationships, which | know for a fact. Whether
it was the abuse or something else | don't know. | loved my wife when | married her
but | wasn’t in love with her. | can’t remember being in love with anybody. It has had
an effect on relationships I've subsequently been in.
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