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6. My parents stayed in Grimsby for a few years then moved back to Edinburgh and St
Joseph'’s College in Dumfries was quite close to there. That, and the fact that two of
my great-uncles had also gone to that school, may have been the reason it was
decided that | should go to St Joseph's. It was also one of the few Catholic boarding
schools about.

7. The idea of going there was presented to me as being a wonderful opportunity and |
was shown photographs of the place which had obviously been taken when it was
looking at its best. | suppose | saw it as an adventure. | was nine years old when |
went there.

St Joseph’s College, Dumfries

8. | was driven to St Joseph’s by one of my aunts and my mother came along. This was
in September 1957. | was nine years old and | was to be in St Joseph's for 6 and a bit
years until 1963, | was dressed in my school uniform and kilt and | still have a
photograph of me from that day somewhere. | was to end up hating every day | spent
there. | was allocated the number 193 which was the number that had to be stitched
on every item of clothing | had.

9. St Joseph’s was a big sand-stone building with maybe five or six floors. It was set in
large grounds with other buildings. On the ground floor was the music room and dining
room. The first floor contained the classrooms and you then had two floors of

dormitories.

10. St Joseph’s was run by The Marist Brothers and Brother Gaul was the

Xl for a while [l 5rother Some of the Brothers were as young

as 21 or 22 years of age.

11.  One of the Brothers | remember was Brother [lilil] whose real name might be
EESl though | can't be sure. He was maybe in his late twenties and ran the lower two

classes for eight and nine year olds and was the class master for year six.
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Another Brother was Brother il who was also probably in his late twenties and
was latterly my jjteacher . | remember he had a moon-shaped face. He was just a
teacher though | don't recall what he taught. He supervised a dormitory.

As you went up the stairs to the top floor there were six rooms to the right each of
which contained five beds. It was in one of these rooms that | first slept for either one
or two years. To the left of the stairs was a large open room that contained about sixty
beds.

In this open room there were two enclosed rooms in the corners which were used by
the Brothers. Brother [ElSliaal Was a constant in his room while the other housed a
variety of Brothers one of whom | recall was Brother Sylvian who was French. | moved
to this larger room after about two years and stayed there for a further two years.

| moved to the middle dormitories for two years and was in the senior dormitory for the
last few months of my time at St Joseph's. The dormitories were not given names
other than they were known as the junior, middle and senior rec.

The children in each dorm were roughly the same age. The youngest slept on the top
floor. Brother was in charge of the dorm for those of about ten or eleven years
of age. There were about 350 boys in the school with some, not many, coming in as
day students.

There was also a separate house where the Brothers lived and dined by themselves.
We were allocated places in groups of six at the dining tables in the dining room which
was on the ground floor of the main building. This was to the left as you walked in the
main door.

The college had three football pitches, a hand-ball court and a tennis court as well as
a large external sportsground about a mile away. It was on the edge of Dumfries, just
opposite Dumfries Infirmary, but to go out of the school you needed a pass to go to
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in his barn. He just called the police. Somebody from the school came and took me
back that night.

The fourth time | ran away | was eleven or twelve and | cycled all the way to Edinburgh
which took me about ten hours. | made my way to my mum’s which was the only
reason she knew | had run away. | can't recall if my mum called the school but
somebody took me back there.

There were no unpleasant repercussions for running away though | don’t recall if | was
ever asked as to why | had run away. | was running away because | hated the place
but | doubt if | ever ran away on a snap decision. | would have thought about it and
planned it.

Bedwetting

Those who did wet the bed were moved into the sick room where alarms were fitted
to the beds which would wake any boy who wet the bed. Bedwetting was never a
problem for me.

Discipline

| don’t recall being given any specific instructions about the rules of the school, you
learned them as you went along. The belt was used freely and, for example, you got
the belt from one particular form master if you were simply caught with your arms
unfolded. This happened to me a few times though | don't recall how often. All | recall
is that his nickname was Flecker. | don't recall his real name but he was a math’s
teacher. You could get six on the hand or six over the backside.

Some of the Brothers were more prolific at giving the belt than others. If they sent you
to the you had to bend over the desk and got six on the backside and that
was brutal. Brother [ was the SXSIII when that happened to me on the once
or twice it happened to me. It was done over my clothing. | don’t recall what | had done

to deserve that punishment.
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There was an incident involving Brother as we called him. | don’t recall his
proper name but he was the youngest Brother there and was only in his twenties.
There was an announcement one day and all the boys present battered the table in
approval. This infuriated him and he belted all 150 boys. | was one of the last to get
the belt that day which meant he was pretty tired by the time he belted me. He stood
at the exit door and belted each of us twice as we left the refectory so | saw the majority
of the boys getting the belt that day.

Abuse at St Joseph’s, Dumfries

Within the first dorm that | slept in there were rooms that led off them. Brother [l
was the form master for one of the younger groups. In the evening he supervised them
for getting washed and dressed for bed. One evening, during this, he called me into
one of these rooms and closed the door as | entered. There were three beds therein
and he told me to take off my trousers and sit on one of the beds. He then started to
fiddle with my private parts.

| was only nine years old and hadn't a clue what was going on. He was wearing a
cassock and there was clearly movement going on underneath it. He then got me to
bend over the bed and belted me twice over the bare backside. After this he simply
sent me out of the room and it was as if nothing had happened. The belt he used was
the Lochgelly Special and | actually stole it before | left the school.

This happened to me on three or four occasions and involved Brother calling
me into the same room. | don't know how | felt other than | knew it wasn't standard
behaviour. It also happened to a friend of mine called |||} Bl ! cannot say for
sure that it happened to others. Myself and ] discussed it and, when we went
home for the holidays, we told our mums.

Our mums were told to leave the matter with the school by ENAIEGRS other
Gaul and that the school would deal with it. This was after my mother had contacted
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the school. | know this only because it's what my mother told me. Nothing happened.
Brother [l was no longer my form master but he was still looking after young kids.
Although he was still in the school there was no further strange interaction between
us.

Brother [SlEaag Was Vicious and once chased me with a belt and hit me three times
on the back of my legs. He also gave me the belt on the hands for various
misdemeanours on numerous occasions. The belt was never given in a way that didn't
hurt. It was used full force and you were often left with welts. It was an accepted thing
in those days and getting the belt was a normal part of the regime.

In some ways my interaction with Brother [llaalyWas more sinister than with Brother
but there was no sexual abuse involved, it was physical and emotional.

I had a friend called ||l whe used to spend a lot of time alone in a room with
Brother [Slgiaas | asked [fwhat went on when the two of them were in the room but
he just ducked the guestion.

However, Brother [SlfHaabM attitude to me thereafter was as if we were rivals for [l
attention. He started what | can only call a vendetta against me and he clearly resented
the friendship | had with [JJj 1t was as if he was Jjljlover and was jealous of me.

Even after [Jjleft Brother continued this vendetta. For instance he even gave
me the belt for simply being in theJjroom alone despite the fact | was the only person
taking art. It was like he did it out of a lover's spite. That was typical, he just hounded
me throughout my time at St Joseph's.

On another occasion | was playing cricket and was having one of those days when |
was hitting everything. Brother was the umpire and was continually telling the
bowlers to bowl faster and faster to get me out. That suited me as the balls were going
everywhere but putting me out which made Brothervisibly agitated and he got
angrier and angrier.

11



61.

62.

63.

65.

66.

WIT.001.002.5421

It would be Brother lEia decision as to who could and could not go on trips and
he continually wouldn’t let me go. Conversely he made me do tasks that others didn’t
want to do like go on five mile runs or would prevent me going on the tennis court. It

just seemed that he would do anything to make my life a misery.

A lot of these things were trivial but, in the situation and putting all these things
together, meant that Brother [SlEMaalM attitude to me made my life hell in there. The
whole vendetta started almost as soon as | befriended- From what | could
see he didn't treat anyone else like this.

I'm not sure when Brother [Glgiiaa) started giving me the belt but he would manipulate
situations to make sure he could give me the belt. For example, he would suddenly
inspect my shoes or check my bed had been made properly, neither of which you
would normally get the belt for. But he would belt me for these things.

Even at the age | was | knew that Brother [Slgii=a8 was simply being vindictive towards
me and this went on for four to five years, right up until | left the school. During this
time | constantly tried to avoid him. It wasn't constant but was at every opportunity
Brother [Slgiiaal could and | would say he belted me on the hand at least once a month

over those years.

Brother usually gave me two strokes of the belt at a time. People getting six of
the belt tended to be only from, Brother [ZZIl}. and was not common
but it did happen to me and others. | probably got the belt off Brother [ three
times during those years. | would say it was only older students who got that level of

punishment.
| wouldn't say | had any good memories from my time in St Joseph’s. Some of the

Brothers were alright, like Brother Kenelm, but | wouldn’t have confided in any of them,
you couldn’t have that sort of relationship with them.
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Reporting of abuse at St Joseph’s, Dumfries

I discussed what happened with my pal |||l out there was no one else to
discuss it with. This was while we were still at the school. | also told my mother and
Il to!d his mother. | don't recall how exactly it was that | told my mother or how it
came to be that | told her. | don't recall being present when our mothers discussed it
and it was Brother Gaul they spoke to though | don’t know what was said other than
she was assured it would be taken care of. | think contact was by both letter and
telephone calls.

| think the fact that my mother was Irish Catholic, and my dad being Polish and also
very Catholic, they accepted the word of a priest as was the way in those days. | know
in later years my mum would have dealt with the matter very differently and | know she
regretted the way in which she handled it.

| never did tell anybody about the problems | had with Brother
Leaving St Joseph'’s, Dumfries

| went back home for Christmas in December 1963 and discovered parties and girls
and simply refused to go back to St Joseph's. My parents weren't very happy about it
but | was fifteen and you could leave school at that age. In fact | was just a few weeks
short of my sixteenth birthday. | did go to another school for a few months but in my
own mind | had already stepped out of the school system.

| don’t know if there was any more contact between St Joseph's and my parents after

| left but it always infuriated me that my parents had been paying good money basically
for me to be abused.
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Life after being in St Joseph’s, Dumfries

My mother decided that, since | wasn't going to go back to school, | had to get a job
so | worked as an apprentice quantity surveyor for four years until | got fired. | then
became a dealer in high performance and classic cars and worked as a property
developer and, latterly, an art dealer.

| have always worked for myself since the age of twenty and only retired eighteen
months ago as a result of ill health. | was married in 1976 but divorced in 1981. | have
no children though my girlfriend’s son has been in my life for eight years.

| recall picking him up at a swimming pool in Malta when he was aged nine and |
remember thinking that that was how old | was when | went to St Joseph’s and it made
me think how fragile he was and also how fragile | had been at that age. | felt sorry for
that nine year old who went to St Joseph’s, a young boy who should have been
protected the way this boy was.

Impact

I've always felt like an outsider and | am disrespectful of institutions and people of
authority. | feel my education could have been better. I'm intelligent but feel | could
have done better academically. The fact that my parents paid so much money has
always angered me. If | go into a church | feel hypocritical and am just not interested

in religion.

Reporting of Abuse

| reported what happened to me at St Joseph’s to the police in Dumfries in 1997. A
PC and a WPC interviewed me and my mum separately. | know my mum said she
regretted how she had dealt with the matter originally. | told the police about both

Brother [illland Brother IEi=y
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