DocuSign Envelope ID: AD581C44-D54F-47A0-AAD2-8A07ABCF4E1A

Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

Support person present: No

vy name i N (G < / erried name i

KWS is my name before | was married. | am known as

for certain jobs I've been in, but legally | am known as NG " hich is
on my birth certificate, my bank card and driving licence but people in jobs | do know

. As a child | was known as My date of birth is-

B ©77 My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

me as &

Life before going into care

2. lwas born in Forth Park, Kirkcaldy. My dad’s name was ||| N 2¢ my
mum was || |} ' H2'e two younger brothers called [Jjij and
-, - being the youngest and there is three years between us all. Mum was
great to us, but dad could be short-tempered and | would say quite fearsome.

3. Life as a child was pretty good and at the weekends we would get up, washed, fed
and out the door not coming back till nightfall which would depend on what time of the
year it was. We would play football or go down and play in the fields and in the woods
or go up to the railway tracks and watch the trains go by or travel in them to
Cowdenbeath.

4. On a school day we wouldn't be out as much as we would get home, get changed,
tidy our rooms then get our homework done but the weekends were our time. The

police were always at the door because of me and the thing that kicked it all off was
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14.

15.

16.

1E.

18.

19.

All the staff wore white coats and the doors were all controlled by having to press
buttons to access them and you had to go through three doors just to get where | was.
| don’t recall any of the other kids which was probably because | was doped up so

much.

| don’t really recall much of my time there and the only thing | recall doing was painting
and drawing. When | was older | looked Stratheden up online and saw that there were
about 200 kids in there. Looking back | would say that | was unruly and the staff
probably acted within the parameters of their job and | wouldn't hold anything against

them.

| think it was my nan who got me out of Stratheden and | was transferred to Ovenstone.
My parents told me | was an order of the state and that if they didn’t agree to me going
there the state would have sent me anyway. | think it was an orderly who told me | was

going to Ovenstone and he seemed to take pleasure in telling me.

| was happy leaving as it got me out of a padded cell which | had been in for about
three weeks of the three months | was there. It was like going from a locked prison to
an open prison for bairns. | was dosed up when | left Stratheden and sedated

throughout the journey.

Ovenstone Residential School, Pittenweem, Fife

| remember my first day at Ovenstone, I'll never forget that. WWhen we drove in |
remember seeing loads of walls and doors but the place was mainly windows, massive
big panes. There was a big long corridor at the end of which | got told was the girls’
dorm though | didn’t see any girls. | was told that if | ever went in there that would be
the end of me. | was taken to see Sl anc in his room he had this big
redwood desk and two massive Doberman dogs which were very well trained.

He explained to me why | was there and told me | had to accrue 2,000 points and |

would then get out. | think if you were good you got 5 points a day. He said that | would
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20.

21

22.

23.

24.

go to school like everybody else, would eat like everybody else and that | would

behave, go to bed at night and that if | followed all the rules everything would be fine.

He told me that if | misbehaved | would be sent to see him and that if | misbehaved
again | would see him again and that | wouldn’t be happy to see him again but that
everybody got one chance. That is a saying that | still use myself to this day that
everybody gets one chance. | don’t recall his name. He also told me | was not allowed

to go into the dorm on the right which was apparently the girls’ dorm.

The staff were all called Mr but the only one whose name | sort of recall was named
There was always staff on day and night and the headmaster
would be there Monday to Friday but not at the weekend. No new staff ever came in
when | was there and all the staff were in their 30s or 40s. Some staff would be there
overnight. Staff did the teaching as well as being the carers. Cooks and cleaners came

in to help staff with those jobs.

After | spoke to i | was taken to a dorm where | settled in and started
at the school the next day. At the time | found the place scary but | was out of the

padded cell and there was a lot of open space which | liked.

Children were in Ovenstone because they had mental disorders, some were there
because they were nasty wee buggers but nobody was there for no reason. | never
did see any girls but was told they were there. | would say there were between twenty
and thirty boys aged between six and ten years old. | think that older than that they

got sent elsewhere.

We slept in dorms, there were two with about ten to fifteen in each dorm and we slept

in single beds.

Routine at Ovenstone
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41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

Nobody ever visited me though | know others got visitors. When others did get visitors
they were usually supervised and | think they met in the cafeteria. | was told in the
summer and at Christmas that | was due a visit from my parents but they never came.

| never got to have any visits home.
Review of care/inspections

There were monthly reports on how we were doing by way of one on one meetings

with a teacher.
If anybody came in to inspect the place then | wasn’t aware of them.
Discipline

SR said that if | misbehaved | would be sent to see him and if |
misbehaved twice | would be sent to see him again and | wouldn’t like it. | never did
get a third strike as | was too scared to. As such | never did get the belt but was aware

of others getting it.
Running away

| was bullied a lot. One boy, who only had three fingers on one hand, and | had some
run ins and fights and | lost every one of them even though he was shorter than me.
There was a bigger boy who was the resident bully. One day | decided that | had had
enough and | wrote a note saying | was going to run away which | gave to him because
he was a bully and was favoured by the staff who | assumed he would have passed
the note to. However, he said he would run away with me so we ran off through the
fields.

After what felt like hours, | didn’t know where we were going, we got to the trees and
there were cars waiting for us andwas there. He told us if we came
out and they didn’t have to pursue us then they would let it go. This was my first strike

but he threatened to bump it up to my third strike if we didn’t come out.
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48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

The bully told me he was already on a second strike and warned me not to dare go
out to them but | caved. They were bigger than us and if we had started to run they
would have caught us. | went out and ENSIGzGzlsaic that since it was a nice day

we would just walk back to the school and told one of the others to take his car back.

As we did he said he understood why | had run away and knew that being there was
tough and he added that he thought | had been doing really well. However, he said
that | had betrayed a trust by running away and that he would be adding 200 points to
my total but that that would be as far as it goes. He warned me not to do it again and

reminded me that | was in their care and that | wasn't allowed to run away.

He was actually really nice about it which kind of took me aback. There was no further
punishment for having run away. | don’t know what happened to the other boy. The
reason | had run away was that | was miserable and terrified. The staff could do what

they wanted to us and nobody could stop them.

Abuse at Ovenstone Residential School

When in school we had to line up against the wall in the morning and a member of
staff would then do registration to see who was all there and if you were late he
wouldn’t be a happy man. A new boy came in and he thought he was the man. He was
asked his name and told me to “fucking tell him”. He was asked what he had just said

and repeated it.

We were all instantly dismissed and got sent to breakfast and he was taken to a room.
All we heard was raised voices and shouting as we left the room, mostly coming from
the teacher. We were in the halls eating and all we heard was a commotion and
screaming and shouting.

The new boy then came flying in the air through the swing doors, having been kicked

through them. | had never seen a child kicked like a football and he was screaming
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53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

and greeting. He was bruised and battered, had clearly been set about and we were
all taken aback. The boy was tanned, maybe ltalian and aged about seven. He was
well spoken. He went to SN oo and told us later that he was told he
had deserved it. That was when it hit me what sort of place | was in. The boy’s face

was all red as if he had been continuously slapped but | don’t recall his name.

The teacher who assaulted him may have been the one called
who would tell us that we were in a jail for bairns and that staff could do what they

liked. He was about 5’ 10” or 117, pudgy but a decent weight with a serious looking fat
face, maybe in his 20s or 30s with really short spiky hair and always seemed to need

a shave and was always smartly dressed.

We were all carrying on one night pillow fighting. Things got out of hand and | hit a boy
hard and his head hit off a wall and he was knocked out. We all got called in to see
B o told me that that was my first time but showed me the belt and
warned me that if | was sent to see him a second time then | would get the belt. Seeing
the belt and the fact that he still had the two dogs beside him terrified me.

Another boy had already received two strikes of the belt and as | walked out | heard
the swish of the belt and a boy crying. | later saw the welts he had on his arm, shoulder
and back. | don'’t recall the boy’'s name. The boy that had been knocked out had been

taken away.

We were all outside one nice day and a woman teacher said she had to go to her
house and asked me and another boy to go with her so we got in her car. She was a
nice teacher and was never bad to us and it was a chance to get out so we went with
her. All the way she was saying to herself “This is wrong, this is so wrong, | shouldn’t

be doing this”. We didn’t go too far, maybe about fifteen minutes away.

When we arrived at her house she went upstairs with the other boy and | watched my
conker which | had put in a cup. The other boy then came downstairs and was quiet
and clearly upset about something but | didn’t think anything of it at the time. The

teacher’s hair was all wet as if she had had a wash.
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59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

She then said to me “Come on ’, | remember a strong smell of soap up close to
her and that’s the last thing | remember. The next thing | do remember is that I'm
walking out the front door and there are cars and vans all over the place. The home
had found us. The police were there and as soon as she went to her front door the

police grabbed her and we got huckled.

She screamed “I never done anything, | never done anything. Tell them | never done
anything. What are you doing, leave me alone. Boys, tell them | haven’t done
anything”. | was clueless as to what was going on and had lost all sense of what had

happened since | had been looking at my conker.

As the police grabbed us NI came over and said to them “They're with
us” but the police said that they had to take us in for questioning. said
he wanted to have a word with us first before they took us away. He told us that the
school were responsible for us, that the police couldn't do anything for us and not to

say anything to the police about the school.

The police were really nice and wanted to know everything. They said they wanted to
know what had happened in the house and wanted to know what was happening in
the school. | told them what | could remember about what happened in the house but

nothing about what happened in the school.

They told me that they had had reports of what was going on at the school and told us
we could trust them and not to worry about anything happening to us. | told them |
couldn’t tell them anything that was happening at the school. | told them | had been

warned | couldn’t say more.

The police continued to try and get me to tell them what was happening at the school
but | refused to say anything and only told them what | could remember about what
had happened at the teacher’s house because | knew | was allowed to talk about that

but said nothing about the school.
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65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

Myself and the other boy had been separated and while staff from the school had
followed us to the police station they weren’t allowed in while we were being

interviewed. | don’t know what the other boy said to the police.

| don’t know what police office it was we were taken to and | don't recall the name of
the other boy involved. | think it happened sometime in June or August and was quite
a while after | had arrived at Ovenstone. The woman was an English teacher, in her
30s and drove a blue Ford Mondeo. | don’t remember her ever coming back to the

school and | don’t know if anything happened with regards to that police inquiry.

Kids getting battered was a regular thing and could happen at any time by anybody
though | don't recall getting hit myself. It tended to be slaps or pushes that they gave
us rather than punches. What the staff did was condoned bywhose

attitude seemed to be that if staff were hitting us we must have deserved it.

If staff saw marks on a boy’s face we would say that we had walked into a door. | was
bullied regularly and did tell the staff about it but they would just tell me to “man up
and stop being a wee bitch”. My recollection is that there were no CCTV cameras that

would have captured anything happening.

Reporting of abuse at Ovenstone

I know | was in Ovenstone for over three years but | never reported anything to
anybody. My mum and dad didn’t visit but even if they had what could | have said to
them? They had signed me up to be there so they wouldn’t have done anything about
what was happening there. Those of us in Ovenstone had been signed over to the

state and they were responsible for us and owned us.

I'm never going to get any answers about what happened that day with the female
English teacher and what happened to me in her house. | know something happened
to the other boy that was with me and I'm sure something happened to me but | just

can't remember it. Maybe there is a good reason why | can’t remember it and it was
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70.
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73.

74.

just too traumatic but surely there must be police records somewhere about what
happened that day.

Leaving

The first time | realised | was leaving Ovenstone was when turned
round and told me that | had reached my 2,000 points and that | would be leaving.
They had to process my paperwork first so it was three days or maybe a week after

that that | left. | felt ecstatic to be getting out.

My mum and dad came to pick me up and if any paperwork was done regarding my
release it wasn’t done in front of me. If any of the staff said anything to me before | left
it would just have been for show. On the journey home mum and dad were asking me

things but | didn’t know what to say and just didn’t feel normal.

When | went back to my old school | didn't think much had changed though | was quiet
in class. | wasn'’t as outlandish, outspoken or explosive in the way that | acted or talked
as | had been before. It had been a while that | had been away though it seemed to
the others that | had never left. | had missed a lot of work having been away but |
wasn’'t bothered about that as | was able to transfer what | had learned in Ovenstone

to my primary school. | actually seemed to be further ahead than the other kids.

When | went home things felt alien to me and | felt as if my mum and dad and my
brothers were acting differently towards me. After | left Ovenstone | was again seeing
Dr Steer pretty much as soon as | left. | would see him weekly or fortnightly in Victoria
Hospital.

Life after being in care

| went to St Andrew’s High School in Kirkcaldy where | spent most of my time doing

practical jokes and that was the start of my comedic career. | was always being a funny
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99.

100.

to believe them? It’s not as if they're telling lies. And what is there to be ashamed of?
Because you were abused? | thought talking and admitting this was a sign of
weakness. | told myself to man up and deal, get over it. | know now that was the wrong
way of thinking.

People that grew up having suffered this kind of abuse grow up sad and confused
about what happened to them and find themselves unable to speak out about what
happened to them. | can tell anybody what happened to me because at the end of the

day | can, | have, why shouldn’t I? Why shouldn’t you?

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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