Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

KPU

Support person present; No

My name is SESE | Was actually born with the name ST out my

mum married and her husband formally adopted me through the courts and | changed

my name to My date of birth is ||| N} 1977. My contact details are
known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| was born and brought up in Kirkcaldy and have always lived there apart from when |
was in care. My mum is_ My adopted dad is _
They married sometime between 1977 and 1981. My dad went through the courts and
adopted me when they got married. My adopted birth certificate shows my name as

B | =5 <nown as [ the whole time | was in care.

| didn’t have a good relationship with || Bl He was a drinker and was violent
to me and my mum. Sometimes he locked me in my room when my mum was at work.
My mum and -went on to have their own two children and that's when | was
really pushed to the side. | got a lot of beatings from - | had been involved with
social workers from a very young age but | can’t remember their names.

| know that- had told the social work department that | was playing up and |
ended up in Playfield House which is part of Stratheden Hospital in Cupar and it was
a mental hospital. | was in there from [} 1983 at the age of five. One member of
staff | remember from there was Jim and he was a child psychologist. | saw him quite
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headmaster’s office. There was a kitchen and a dining area. There was an area where
shoes were kept then a shower cubicle. Upstairs there were baths and bedrooms.
Some rooms had six beds, with three on either side. | was in one of these rooms.
Other rooms were single rooms. Just off that were shower cubicles, toilets and sinks.
Downstairs was a big sitting room where there was a television, a store for all the gym
equipment. Outside was a store where the bikes and skateboards were kept. There
was a separate school block.

| remember some of the staff in Ovenstone. Miss Budd was the receptionist. There
were care staff and there were teachers. The care staff did different shifts so there
was someone there all the time. Staff that | do remember were Joy and Vivien. | can’t
remember their last names but they were on the care side. Other staff were [l
and | Cameron Watson. One was and
one was a maths teacher. | can’t remember which one was which. There were two
women called Anne, an English teacher called Margaret Smith and a child
psychologist attached to Ovenstone. | didn't have anything to do with Jim from

Playfield House when | was in there.

When | was at Ovenstone | was given a dyslexia type test. When Margaret Smith saw
the results she was furious that they had allowed me to be treated like | had been. The
test showed that my reading was at primary one level. She wasn’t surprised that it was
recorded at Dunearn that | was disruptive and she said that this was me trying to have
things explained to me. She helped me a lot. She told me that she wasn't able to
record that | had autism and put me down as having learning difficulties. She said that
was all she was allowed to do, as anything else would have been labelling and
discrimination.

There was another social worker, whose name | can't remember, who dealt with me
when | was at Ovenstone. He believed me that my adopted father was abusive and
he tried to tell this to all the other social workers but they didn’t believe him. He retired
when | was at Ovenstone. He told me that he had been trying his best for me but no

one would listen.
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The headmaster when | arrived was a doctor but | can’t remember his name. He lived
in St Andrews. Jim Henderson, or his name might have been Jim Heard, was another
teacher and he was good. There was a member of care staff called Jim. He was an
ex-soldier and he was my key worker. When | was at Linwood | had issues with my
autism, and especially my reading and writing. Jim, my key worker, tried to get me
tested for autism but he wasn't allowed. All the other staff blocked him. Another
member of staff called [ffwas one of the team leaders. There were two teams.

When | was at Ovenstone | always tried to hide my autism and be normal. It didn’t
really work because | couldn’t maintain this outward appearance. This continued into
Linwood Hall where | tried to be normal.

When you came in the main gates into the grounds you could see the Clyde unit where
the girls lived. It was two cottages which were joined together to make one big house.
Then there was the coach house which contained a gym full of weight lifting
equipment. There was a walled garden where vegetables were grown which we ate in
the house. Further up was the rear of the kitchens and the delivery area. Round from
that was the main entrance.

When you went in the double doors at the main entrance there was a staircase leading
up to the first floor. On the ground floor was the headmaster’s office, the kitchen and
a big dining room. Opposite the headmaster was a door which led to the stores and a
kiln where we did pottery. To the left of the front double doors was the staff office and
a big room where we had assemblies. Next was a science lab, a single toilet then there
was a cage where the shoes were locked. Beside that were lockers and a door leading
outside. Next to that were stairs leading upstairs. Beside that was the deputy
manager’s office then there were some classrooms. On the other side were showers
and toilets then the laundry.

Upstairs on the first landing was a door which led to the Forth dormitories, bedrooms
and showers. The bedroom that | was in had bars on the window. It seemed to be the
only room with bars on the windows and | don’t know why. Beside this room was the
toilet where there were two sinks and two showers. Next to that was a sitting room, a
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Abuse at Linnwood Hall School, Leven, Fife

| was told by one teacher at Linwood that | was unteachable. She used to make me
sit in a corner and told me | could do anything | wanted as long as | didn't disrupt the
rest of the class. She taught English but | can’t remember her name.

One evening in 1991 we went out on a trip to Falkland Hill. This is where things went
really downhill for me after this night. On the way back we stopped at the shops in
Falkland. the team leader, who was driving the minibus drove away and left me
on my own at the shop. | didn’'t know what to do. | started walking and ended up walking
about two and a half miles in the pitch dark and found myself at a farm. There were no
street lights. It was at the start of winter so it was cold. The people at the farm phoned
the school anddrove the minibus back down to collect me. When | got back to
Linwood all the other boys said that | had spoiled their night and | got a hard time from
them. Some of them punched me. | was sent to my room by a member of staff but
can't remember who it was, while all the others were having hot chocolate. | was on
my own and | was upset and crying.

Iater came into the room and he was shouting and bawling at me and he raised
his hands and | am sure he was going to hit me. Just at that moment Jim Henderson
came in andjaal must have seen him so didn’t hit me. Jim Henderson toldto go
and said that he would deal with me. | was curled up in a ball and was crying. | was
confused because | didn’t know what | had done that was wrong. Jim Henderson told
me that | hadn’t done anything wrong. That night a couple of boys hit me through the
night when | was in my bed. | don’t know who it was that hit me. A short time after this
incident[§iilleft Linwood Hall. Afterfilillleft, if any of the other kids started picking on
me, the staff turned a blind eye. It was almost like they were saying that | deserved to
be punished for making jaMleave. Jim Henderson shielded me from some of the other
staff afterleft. He knew | was vulnerable and he gave me a lot of support and tried
to help me. He subsequently died of a heart attack.

| couldn’t swim when | went to Linwood. | had been in the swimming pool at school

when | was at Ovenstone but | was able to stand on the bottom of the pool so | was

18



80.

81.

82.

83.

fine in there. At Linwood | asked the sports teacher, Sl if | could get
armbands. He told me that at my age | didn’t need armbands. He took me to the deep
end of the pool and pushed me in. | went under the water. | was panicking but |
managed to do the doggy paddle to get to the side of the pool. | think | was an
embarrassment to the sports teacher and he took a real dislike to me. | wasn’t very
good at any sport. This teacher also taught geography.

When | was at Linnwood | did the Duke of Edinburgh award in 1992. When | was at
one of the camps near Stirling, one of the other boys held a lit cigarette against my
chest on top of my T-shirt. It burnt a hole through the shirt and burned my chest. The
material actually melted onto the burned flesh on my chest. The boy was a pupil from
Linwood and was around my age but | can’'t remember his name. | didn’t get any

medical attention.

Another time, still in 1992, it was break time at school and | was playing outside in the
grounds of Linwood at a bit called the ‘jungle gym’. It was like an assault course. Three
girls grabbed me. Two girls held my head and my jaw and another girl put a lit cigarette
down my throat. Other girls just stood and watched. | can’t remember any of the girls’
names. The girl that did it to me, who was about sixteen, thought it was hilarious. There
was no reason for them to do this and there was no lead up to it. They just thought it
was funny. When the girls were coming towards me there was a member of care staff
there called Tina. She was facing towards me too then conveniently turned away so
she didn’t see what the girls did. She must have known that something was going to
happen but didn't want to get involved and didn’t want to stop it.

The back of my throat was red. | told Tina later that | needed some medical attention.
She just told me that |1 was to go away. She said the girls didn’t smoke so | had made
it up.

When | was on one of the residential weekends when | stayed at Linwood this was
when the worst incident happened that really affected me. We had eaten our tea and
were in the sitting room playing while the staff were having their tea. | was getting hit
and threatened. The other kids told me that if | didn’t show my private parts | was going
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When | was back at Linnwood at the end of the camp the T-shirt was taken from me
and destroyed. | was told not to speak about the incident to anyone and not to take
part in any sport until it was healed. By the end of the week the burn wasn't healing
and it was so painful | had to rip the melted material and scab off my chest so it would
bleed and heal. | was on the ground and | was in tears. | went to a member of staff
and asked for help because of the pain. | was told to go away. | can’t remember who

this was.

After my chest had been burned | should have been going home that weekend but at
the end of the week the same female member of staff who ran the Duke of Edinburgh
came to see me. She lifted up my T-shirt and saw the red mark on my chest. She said
that | wasn't allowed to go home that weekend and wouldn’t be allowed to do sport
until it had completely healed. This was to hide it from my mum. | think she spoke to
the PE Teacher and they agreed that | didn’t do sport. Another member
of staff, but | can’t remember who, told me that | wasn’t allowed to tell my mum about
the burn. | was told that if | told my mum there would be consequences and | wouldn’t
be allowed to go home at the weekends to see her.

When a lit cigarette was put down my throat | told a member of staff, but she just told
me to go away. | was told it was just children playing. My throat was red and sore but
she didn’t care. She said that none of the children smoked so it was impossible for me
to have had a cigarette put down my throat. | can’t remember who this member of staff
was.

| tried to tell staff at Linwood that | was being bullied and what was going on. | can’t
remember who all the staff were that | told. They just told me that | didn’t understand.
| am sure that all the staff knew that | was being bullied by the other children but they
just turned a blind eye to it. They just said that kids were being kids.

When | was in one of my school classes | tried to tell a teacher. | can’t remember their

name. | told them about my throat being burned. They didn't say anything apart from
that | would be nice and quiet for a while.
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said that my social work file was like a minefield and nobody wanted to touch it for fear
of upsetting those higher up the tree in the social work department. The social work
never believe me when | tell them anything. | have reported other things that | had
seen to them. They have just told me many times that | have a brilliant imagination,
and that | make things up just to get attention.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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