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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

FPM

Support person present: Yes

1. My name is [ Vv cate of birth is [ 1974. My contact details

are known to the inquiry.

Life before care

2. My mum’s name was [N she was aiso known as ||

because she had been married to my big sister’s father before | was born. My father’s
name was |} He was married to someone else. My mum had been having
an affair with him for years. | was kept a secret so he wasn’t on my birth certificate.
When my dad’s wife found out that the woman he’d been having an affair with had a
wain, she got a bit worried about losing him. She had a wean about nine months after
| was born and then she had another wean, my half-brother and ha[f-sister,-and
I | et them when | moved to Dalbeattie with my children.

3. My big sister, ]Il is seven years older than me. Her father was called [JJjj
I she was taken off my mum and her dad because they were alcoholics. She
died in 2000. My sister's dad had separated from my mum before | was born. | never
saw [l cither- | think his wife must have told him to stay away from my mum.

4. Home life was lonely when | was growing up. | just knew it was me and my mum. |
didn’t know anything about my dad. | didn’t really know that | had a big sister when |
was younger. The social work department had given my big sister to my nana and she

was bringing her up. | didn’t have anything to do. When | was four or five, | used to
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Ladyacre Children’s Home, Craigs Road, Dumfries
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Leaving Ladyacre

The first time | left Ladyacre, | went into foster care. I'd been in the children’s home for
a while. | think they thought | might be better suited to being in foster care. | think it
was a case of trying, to see how | got on with the

Foster care at the [{iidil I Dumfries and Galloway

| was about thirteen when | went into foster care. | hadn’t met the foster parents before
| arrived at their house. | didn’t do anything wrong at the [iasiall | went to school and
| didn’t get into trouble. Everything went okay in that respect. They weren'’t a friendly
family. They were there, but they weren’t really talkative towards me. | was just ordered
to do this, do that, eat my dinner, got to my bed. | never had a relationship with the

foster parents. They never tried to build a relationship with me.

The didn’t have children of their own, but there were another couple of foster
children there. They put me up in an attic room. There was a wee boy in the attic room
as well. He was quite a lot younger than me. | felt sorry for him. | was quite big
compared to him. He looked quite intimidated, quite scared. | didn’t know him very

well, but I think his name was-
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| remember being asked to cut down a tree to make a bird house for Mr Iz
garden. | tried to do the work, but | wasn't going fast enough so Mrmasn’t very
happy. I'd never cut down a tree before. I'd never even used a saw before. | was
sawing the tree and he'd keep coming out to tell me that | was taking too long. | was
just a skinny wee boy. | did it.

Abuse at the

There was an incident when | went into the house to have my tea. Mr and Mrs
were big, fat people. They were quite intimidating when they were standing over me. |
sat on the couch and | did what | was told. | was trying to eat my dinner and | was
enjoying it. It was pizza, beans and chips. | hadn’t had a lot of good meals in my time
so | was quite happy. | wasn't a big person and | didn’'t have a big stomach. I'd never
been brought up with big, good meals. It was too big to eat so | couldn’t eat it all. | ate
what | could and left the rest.

The wife put her hands on her face and burst into tears. She wouldn'’t stop crying. |
didn’t know what had happened. | didn’t connect it to me not finishing my meal. The
husband came through and asked what was going on. She said, “He doesn't like my
food, he doesn’t like my food.” She started making a big deal about the fact | hadn’t
eaten my meal, saying that | didn’t like her food. The foster father told me to step out
of the room and go up to my bedroom. He followed me out. | got to the bottom of the
stairs. He grabbed me by the throat and lifted me off my feet. It was very scary. | told
him that I did like the food, but | couldn’t eat it all. He told me to get to my bedroom.

That incident was enough. | realised that the [l were not nice people. | realised
it when he lifted me off my feet, up against the wall. | remember looking down and
seeing my feet hovering. That was scary enough. Not even my mum had done that to
me.
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Leaving foster care

After Mrlifted me off my feet, | realised that | couldn’t be there. | wanted out of
there that moment. | couldn’t just leave. | had nowhere to go. | had to wait until the
social worker came round and asked me how | was getting on. We were sitting in the
living room. She asked the how they were getting on with me. She asked me
how | was getting on at my placement and | said only one thing, “I need to leave here.”
That was all | said. | kept saying that | needed to leave.

The social worker told me | should give it a try and that she could come back in a few
months. | told her that | needed to leave and either she got me out of there or | would
run away. Either way, | was leaving. I'd waited until the social worker arrived so that
there was someone there. | felt that | couldn’t speak in case I'd get battered. | was
saying what | needed to say while the social worker was there. If she had left, | was
going to run away. | wasn't staying in the foster placement after speaking up. | never
told the social worker what Mr [jgifhad done, but | knew | would get battered for

speaking up unless | got out of there.

Ladyacre Children’s Home (second time)

The social worker realised that | wasn’t going to behave, just sit there and give it a try.
She took me back to Ladyacre. Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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they said I'd have to go

to a different school but it would be a school for troubled children. They thought about
sending me to Eimbank but it was too close to Dumfries Academy. | don’t know how
Ladyfield East came up. They tricked me and I'll never forgive them for that. There
was a meeting at Ladyacre and they told me lies. There was a man there, who | later
found out was the psychiatrist at Ladyfield East, Doctor Powell. They said | would be
sent to a part of Ladyfield to be schooled, but I'd come back to Ladyacre to stay.

After a wee while of being schooled at Ladyfield East, | was told that | couldn’t leave.
| told them that | had to go back to Ladyacre because that was where | stayed, but
they said they’d made a decision that | had to stay at Ladyfield as well as being
schooled there. | never agreed to that and it hadn’t been discussed at a meeting. The
agreement was that I'd stay at Ladyacre|j iRl and o to
Ladyfield to be schooled. That happened for two or three weeks and it had been going
okay. When they tricked me and locked me up in the Crichton Hospital, it gave me
even more mistrust. They must have done it all behind my back and made the decision.
| wasn’t happy with that at all.

Ladyfield East, Crichton Royal Hospital, Dumfries

| went to Ladyfield East when | was about fourteen years old. | think | was there for
about a year, a year and a half. It was part of the Crichton Royal Hospital. It was the
childhood wing for teenagers. | don’t know what it was designed for. | was never
diagnosed with anything. | was never helped with anything. | was never given any
medication. It was just a case of, “You’re going there.” That was it. | was put in a mental

institution with a lot of kids who had mental problems. | became like them. Everywhere
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| went, | blended in. As | went along, | became more like the people who | grew up with
and less like me.

There were about twelve children at Ladyfield East. They were all teenagers, boys and
girls. Ladyfield West was for younger kids. There was a boy in Ladyfield East from
Ulster. | don’t know what his name was. | don’t know what he had been through. He
had a skinhead. | think he must have been on quite weird medication. | don’t know
whether he was schizophrenic. | was told not to go near him and not to go near his
room. He had a big room to himself and he didn’t really interact with the rest of us. |

never saw him kick off or do anything wrong. | also remember---
- I o I =5 from Carisle.

Ladyfield East was like a big house. There were two big bedrooms at either side of the
house and one side was for boys, the other for lassies. It was a very old building. It
was musty smelling. | didn’t like the smell of it and | didn’t like the feel of it. It felt very
old and it smelt very old. The kids looked a bit weird, what | would class as weird at
that age. | felt uncomfortable being there. We weren’t locked in, but | felt like | was
locked in mentally. There were two big bedrooms at either side of the house and one
side was for boys, the other for lassies.

| had to learn about a whole lot of new staff. Their ways were different from Ladyacre’s
ways. It took me a while to figure things out. The staff that | can remember are [Sall}
Trisha, Josie Coyne and Jessie. There was Andrea, who was the occupational
therapist. Neil and Douglas were the two teachers, who were there during the day.
Doctor Powell was the psychiatrist and there was also a Doctor Edith. The staff were
very distant. | got the feeling that they didn’t like me very much at Ladyfield East. |
wasn't like the rest of the kids there. | didn’t really have much interaction with any of
the staff. There were a couple of staff who were nice to me, Josie and Jessie. They
were friendly towards me and gave me fags. Jessie would give me whatever fags were
left in her packet at the end of her shift.
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Hospital. She was one of the nurses there. She came over to me and told me not to
tell anybody about her past. | think she was worried | would speak about how | knew
her. | thought her past would make her more experienced at her job, but she must
keep her past hidden.

Towards the end of my time at Ladyfield, I'd had enough of being there. | was in a
really dark place. | hadJjj! went into the room where the meetings were held, where

they kept drilling our heads and asking us questions. ||| GGG
. [Eu¥

the chandelier and it fell down. One of the staff came into the room. It was [Sallj He just
looked at the chandelier and didn’t say anything. He walked back out of the room and

I (hcre was no talk about what happened.

It was just ignored. Nobody spoke to me about it and | never spoke to anybody. It was
just something that happened.

Running away

| ran away from Ladyfield East a couple of times. | wasn’t away for long. It was just a
case of being free for a wee while. | just went for a walk through the fields and became
a kid for a while. | don’t remember being punished when | got back. | might have been
grounded and not allowed to leave the building. In most units, being grounded was the

punishment.

On one occasion, | ran away with_ She used to run away quite a lot.
She had a lot of |||l o seif-harm. She was quite a wild lassie and the
staff couldn’t deal with her. We were picked up by the police and the police brought us
back. When we were in the police station, | saw something weird. The police were
talking to[flJand she was admitting to all these crimes that she hadn’t committed.
She hadn’t done any of them because | was with her. They were tying up loose ends

and pinning crimes on her.

23



DocuSign Envelope ID: C3126519-5F28-4F79-9A81-D18819F26891

89.

90.

91.

92.

The police were trying to get me to admit to things as well. They said that I'd broken
into a car and stolen a car at Bank Street. | still don’t drive to this day. | know nothing
about cars. | told them | didn’t steal a car and | didn’t know what they were talking
about. You could put me in front of a car and | wouldn’t know what to do with it. [ i}
liked the attention. Every time she ran away, she was always charged with these
crimes. She never appeared in court because we were kids. The police were just trying
to clear their numbers up. It made it look like they had cleared up the crime figures.
I ust be a crime lord, the amount of things they were trying to pin on
her. That was when | first saw how corrupt the police were. The whole system is a
farce.

Discipline

| didn’t do well at Ladyfield. | didn’t like what they were doing to me. | rebelled against
them. If you didn’t behave, you were sat on top of and your arm was put up your back.
| was restrained a few times. | remember seeing other kids being restrained. They
would be restrained if they became upset at the morning meeting. If a child didn’t want
to talk, they kept going on and on at him until he became upset and went off on one.
The staff would then use restraints. It wasn’t nice. | ended up playing up to take the
attention off the other kids, so it was mainly me who got restrained. | was never injured
as a result of the restraints.

| remember being punished one occasion. They didn’t know what to do with me. [l
a member of staff, took me out to a building that was like a gym. He locked the door

and locked me in. | was there for a while. | was the only child who got put in there.

Abuse at Ladyfield East

Sometimes, there were student nurses at Ladyfield. There was a student nurse there
called S5l | don’t know his second name, but he looked Spanish. We were in a group
and we had to stand in a circle. There were two or three staff there and he was one of

them. We had to pass cards to each other, for example we had to pass a card to
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whoever we thought would be the best mother when she grew up or pass a card to
whoever would have the best job. | don't know what happened, | just remember
standing in the circle. | remember disagreeing about something but | don’t know what
it was. | stepped forward and punched me in the face in front of everybody.

It left me stunned. | stood there, stunned. Then | stepped back and just carried on as

if nothing had happened. I'd never seen that before. | didn’t like the place very much,

but the staff weren't violent people who did things like that. | don’t think there were any
other incidents like that, which is why it stunned me. | don’t know whether it was
inexperience, but it felt like he just lashed out. It was really quick and everyone just

acted as if nothing had happened. I've never quite forgotten that.

Leaving Ladyfield East

At one point, | got the kids to rebel against what was going on. | wasn’t as easy to
control as the other kids. | had already been controlled by ||| | | ] The kids
had had enough and they didn’t know what to do. | didn’t want them to get into trouble.
| told them all to stand up and stand behind me and walk with me. They did. They all
stood up and they marched behind me. We marched down the stairs and along to the
classroom. We ignored them. We didn’'t do anything or say anything or cause any
trouble, we just showed them that we could unite. If we were united, there was nothing
they could do about it as long as we didn’t do anything wrong. The staff had to stand
there and watch it.

After that, Doctor Powell said that | was dangerous. He said that | was a danger to the
other children and they couldn’t have me there. | was banned from the Crichton. | was
banned from a mental institution at fourteen years old. The social work department put
me in Ladyacre until a Children’s Panel could take place.

When Ladyfield East sent me away and banned me, some of the staff were unhappy
that Doctor Powell had made that decision. The staff who were okay with me tried to

fight for me so | wouldn’t be sent away somewhere worse. They wanted to keep me
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but Doctor Powell said no. | have some of my notes from Ladyfield East. | came across
a part of my notes, stating that Doctor Powell was unhappy because he hadn’t been
invited to the Children’s Panel. When | look back, | remember that he wasn’t there.

97. Atthat Panel, it was decided that | would go to Closeburn. It had a school and | had to
go somewhere with a school. Ladyfield didn't want me and normal school wouldn’t
have me, so there weren't many options. Closeburn was where they sent the bad boys.

send me to Closeburn, but it was evident that RaSslEAEEEIEEREESE SRR | wasn't
liked at Ladyfield. | didn’t want to be in either of them. | knew | was a bad boy so | told
them just to send me there. The Panel didn’t want to, but | told them that they may as

well because | was classed as a bad boy so Closeburn must be the place that fits me.
| forced their hand and told them to get it over and done with.

Closeburn

98.

I’'m not sure how old | was when | went to Closeburn. | think | was about fifteen. The

timescales are hard to define. | was there for about six months. StakeatA Rl Sl

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

99.
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Leaving Closeburn

| think | was at Closeburn for about six months. After | had been at Closeburn for six

133.
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Eventually, they moved me back to Ladyacre and | went to school from there.

Ladyacre Children’s Home (third time)

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Leaving Ladyacre/care for the final time

. i S dary Instituti
140. | was in Ladyacre for a few months after | turned sixteen and left school.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Life after leaving care

Continued abuse by || GG

When | left care, | was given £29 a week for the YTS. | gave my mum £10 for staying
with her, but she said that | had to buy my own food. | didn’t have a lot of money. | left
the YTS, but | continued to stay at my mum’s. _was still around. |
couldn’t stand up to him. The fear that | had of him never went away. Even when | had
been in care, he was always there to meet me when | went home. He would come up
and see my mum when | was there. If | didn’'t do as | was told, he’d make my mum’s

life hard and she’d make my life hard. | had nowhere else to go.

The way | 2bused me changed. After | left care, he would ask me to
go in the car with him. He would bring me to different people’s houses. There would
be different women. They were older women, closer to my mum’s age. Sometimes, |
had to watch-doing things with them, sometimes | had to partake while he
watched. Sometimes he brought people up to my mum’s house. He would go away to
his work and leave these people at my mum’s. He owned _Hotel. He'd
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I i o<l =nd my kids home. | spoke to Jasmine Bell about it. |

told her that it couldn’t be happening. She just said that [JJjjj was a grown adult and
that she knew how to deal with things, then she walked away. | was asking her to at
least make sure that ]l didn't do that, but it was clear that | had no say, as a dad.

| kept trying to come off heroin and make my life better. | would go cold turkey and
come off it, but jfiinever did it. 1 did it ten times, once every year we were together.
I vas scared of doing it. She kept taking drugs and then | would end up back on
it again. - made it too easy for her. He controlled her, he controlled my mum, he
controlled my sister, he controlled everything around me. | couldn’t fight him. Every
time | tried, there was nothing | could do.

| was told to get rid of [l The social workers said | had a better chance of getting
the kids back if | got rid of her, but if | stayed with her, I'd never see them again. So |
got rid of il got myself together and got my children back. | was in a one-
bedroomed flat when | got the kids back in 2005. |l was nine and | was
five years old. The social work said I'd need a bigger house. | was offered a house in
Dalbeattie and | had no choice, | had to take it. The week | moved to Dalbeattie, my
nana died. Joyce Gibson, the kids’ social worker at the time, went on holiday. She told
me to go to Martin McKenzie if | needed anything. ettt S

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

11 just got on with it. That's all I've done since | moved to Dalbeattie, I've just

got on with it.

| was involved with Alcohol and Drugs Scotland (ADS) at the time. Because | moved
area, | needed a new doctor, social worker and ADS worker. They gave me all these
new people. | hadn’t thought about that when | was moving, but it made life really hard.
It was hard enough moving, dealing with my nana’s death and bringing up the wains,
but the support they put in place was all new. The doctor wouldn’t prescribe my
medication because she said her practice didn't give that kind of medication. The ADS
worker they gave me was an ex-addict,- He was stopped by the police when he

took me shopping. He was later sacked because he was still taking Valium.
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During that time, when all these things were going wrong and | was feeling quite down,
it was another thing that added to the craziness of things. They gave me a new worker.
When he came to see me in Dalbeattie, he took me out to get some shopping. | had
had that sort of support before, to get a bit of time for me. He must have complained
that he had to go shopping, but he hadn’t raised any concerns about that with me. |
think he was just annoyed because he got stopped by the police. | later received a
letter asking me to go to a meeting in Dumfries. It said that-wasn’t there to take
me shopping. | didn’t understand why | was getting pulled up about it. | thought about
it a lot. I got the bus to the meeting. | hovered roundabout the building and | felt that it
was wrong. | went in and told the secretary that | was disappointed that | had to attend
a meeting and that | didn’t want the support anymore. | wasn’t asking for anything that
hadn’t been agreed before. It felt like everything was sending me over the edge. | was
fighting social work and trying to fit into a new town that didn’t like single dads. It just
felt like the whole world was against me. | felt like | couldn’t breathe and everything
was going wrong.

The social worker they gave me, Scott Kennedy, wouldn’t help me. When things were
going badly between my kids and their nana, | stopped the kids from visiting her. The
kids weren’t happy because their mum would fall asleep when they were visiting ||l
| tried to raise it with her, but she started shouting at me and the wains would have
been able to hear. | stopped contact and said that my kids weren’t going to their nana’s
until it was sorted out and my kids were happy. There was a meeting about it at
Dalbeattie Town Hall. Scott Kennedy was on her side. | had an advocate with me. The
advocate said that he thought it was time to listen to Mr [{gilll] The social worker just
stood up and said, “'m not interested in Mr |4l opinion.” The advocate said he had

never seen a social worker do that.

After that meeting, there was a Panel meeting. Scott Kennedy continued to be hostile
towards me. He wasn't there for me or the kids. He was sitting with il and IR
on the other side of the room. | didn’t want this man anywhere near me or my kids
because he had lied and treated me in a hostile manner since day one. | told the Panel

that either they removed the supervision order or they took my kids away. | couldn’t
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her. | find it hard. Half of me doesn’t want to see her, but half of me feels that she’s old
and | should be looking out for her. It's a conflict.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

The building at Closeburn is still there.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Impact

When | went into care, | gave up on education. It became a war. Everything became
a war. Maths and me parted ways. | would like to learn some of the things that | never
got to learn. After second year, | never really got an education. The schools | went to
at Ladyfield East and Closeburn were schools for troubled kids. Children there didn’t
sit exams. They were just given things to do. | just got suspended and moved about
and sent back and then | left school. | never did fourth year, | never did exams, | never
did anything. When | go for a job, I'm a complete failure. There’s no point in even going
for a job. There’s no point in trying. I've no achievements. | let the world get on with it.
| was a smart person at one point.

People sometimes say to me that I'm well-educated. | feel like saying, “I'm not
educated at all. I've not even had an education.” Since | woke up and came off heroin,
I've tried to pick up what | can. I've had to spend time focusing on myself, gaining
skills, looking for files, bringing up the kids and keeping an eye on them. I’'ve not had
much time to fit in with the world or socialise. I’'m not sure where I’'m at now, but I've

done a lot of work.

| need answers. | did mathematics. I'm adding up all these people and all these things
that happened. The equation’s wrong. Everything doesn’t add up. These people took
the mickey and they got away with things. | need the equation to work out a bit better

because it's annoying my head.
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174.

175.

176.

177.

178.

| needed money to survive when | left care. | couldn’t survive on £29 a week. | ran into
people | knew from when | was in care. They were involved in crime. | started to see
what they were up to. They would give me money to be lookout for them. That was the
beginning of my involvement in crime. | went to jail when | was eighteen. It was bad to
be involved with these people, but it was also like a safety net because if | was out
with them then | ] cou'dn't get to me. It was be with them or go home. |
was stuck between a rock and a hard place.

When | went to the Apex course in Dumfries, | didn’t realise it was for people who had
been in trouble. | just thought that it was a course. | bumped into faces from my past,
people who were still on heroin. | got to see how things looked from the outside. | keep
seeing people from the care system in the years since | left. When | see them, | don’t
talk to them but | feel connected to them. | can’t just walk up to them and start talking
to them because I'm not a part of their lives and never was. | just happened to grow
up in a children’s home with them. I’'m never sure what to do. | feel confused because
| feel like family, but we’re not family. We're just children who grew up together.

Most of the people | grew up with are dead. Most of them died from drugs, but some
had health problems, psychosis and things like that. | feel like the last soldier. It hurts.
If a family member dies, it hurts. These are all my brothers and sisters. | grew up with
them. When they die, it hurts and | don’t always understand why. Because | grew up
with them, it’s like bits of you going missing. It's horrible.

| had no support from social work when my children were young. | needed a lot of
support. | needed help with a lot of things. The social workers’ view was that they were
the kids’ social worker, not my social worker. They made it quite clear that they weren’t
there to support me. | didn't feel supported by any of these people. | hate them. | hate
how hard they made things. | hate the feelings that I've got inside. I've got a lot of
anger towards all these people. None of them have ever answered for anything,
whether it be in my childhood or what happened with my own kids.

| still see staff from the care homes in Dumfries. | find it hard to go out because | see

folk. | get flashbacks. | don't like seeing people in this area. | saw Sl from Ladyfield
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213.

214.

fitin. Their attitude was that they were there to work, do as little as possible, finish their
shifts and go home. Nobody stopped and took notice. | didn’t feel like anybody really
cared. It certainly didn't feel like a family environment.

There needs to be more taking notice of children in care and more nurturing. They
need to take notice of where their weaknesses lie and point them towards help. They
should be strengthened up in different areas instead of doing as little as possible for
them and then chucking them out. When | see weaknesses in my kids, | give them
advice and | try and help them. | didn’t feel that in the care system. If you got into
trouble, they didn't like you and they ignored you. | didn't feel like there was anybody
that | could talk to.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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