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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

MEB

Support person present: Yes

My name is (SN My date of birth is [J1940. My contact details

are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| don't really remember family life before going into care. All | know is that we stayed
in Dumfries. My mother’s name was |} but she died when | was an infant. My
father's name was JJJll | have three brothers - and ] ! also have a
sister._ who we call- I have been told that | also had another two
sisters but they died when they very young.

My father was an alcoholic. After my mother died | can only imagine that he didn't
have the ways or means to look after us. | think that probably the local authorities

stepped in and we were put into care,

My sister went to one orphanage. My three brothers and me went to [EECalEs

| have been told that this was because my grandmother

was embarrassed. She didn’t want us at a home in Dumfries. | think that | was either

two or three years old when | went into the orphanage. At that time ||l was

eight,-was five and . was four,
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| think it was Mrwho first spoke to me about going to Australia. | was around
thirteen years old when it was first mentioned although | didn’t leave until | was
fifteen. He asked me if | wanted to join my brothea'-in Australia and | said yes.
-had already been there for three years. | don't recall anything about the time
he left other than saying goodbye to him. It was a very sad time as that left me in the

home on my own. | had no contact with-after he went to Australia.

| had no knowledge of Australia or where | was going. | was aware | had to go there,
work hard and keep my head down.

Migration to Australia

Consent

| don’t remember being asked to sign any forms about going to Australia. | believe

that my father did sign a consent form for me to go.
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We were given real food. We had absolute freedom on the ship. We could run
around and do what we wanted to. The ship docked in Perth and we were taken on a

trip by train to a national park for a visit.

After this the ship travelled to Melbourne. | was met by Superintendentwhen
| got off the ship. | was the only one that went with Mr He took meina4 x4

car to Dhurringile Rural Training Farm in Tatura, Victoria.

Dhurringile Rural Training Farm, Tatura, Victoria

| was only at Dhurrringile for seven or eight days. When | migrated | was actually too
old for the scheme. | think | was allowed to go because my brother was already
there.

Dhurringile was very good. You were very well fed. There were proper meals. The
staff were all good. | don’t have any complaints about that place.

After Dhurringile | moved to the Katandra area where | had to work on farms for the
next two years.

At Katandra | worked on the farm for_l would work from six thirty in the
morning until ten at night. On a Sunday | had the day off although I still had to milk
the cows in the morning and at night.

| was paid £6 per week and from that | paid £1 for board. | was allowed to keep part

for pocket money and the rest they banked for me. | still had access to this money.

Additional farms
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All the farms | worked on were next to each other on the same road. | think | worked
on five farms altogether. | was treated well at them all even though | wasn't keen on

farming.

After two years | started to work on the roads before joining the Australian Navy
when | was nineteen. | now know through using freedom of information that there
were people who had responsibility for me whilst | was working on the farms. | didn’t

know this at the time.
Sibling contact

Il ciicin't know where | was but | knew where he was. | was able to make contact

with him.
When | was in Australia | had difficulty speaking with - | would ring him up but |

couldn't speak and hung up. This went on for years until | was sixty years old. | think

that this shows you how much things at Levenhall had affected my head.

Impact
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| approached the church as an adult. When the Inquiry in England was about to start
| wrote a brief note to Margaret Humphries of the Child Migrants Trust about what
had happened to me. She was the one that had who had brought the child migrant
topic up. | had no good words to say. I've not raised it officially with any other

officials. | didn't receive any response to my correspondence.

Records

| have never tried to recover my care records. | did receive my records from my time
as a child when | arrived in Australia. This was through a freedom of information
request. | didn’t have any problem recovering these records.

There were letters saying that | was a good boy when | was working on the farm.

There was also letters from Church of Scotland to the authorities in Australia. | hadn’t

seen these before.
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Lessons to be Learned
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| think as a child migrant we take comfort in what we have and what we got.
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