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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

PYC

Support person present: Yes

My name is [SEIEGEGEGEGE 'y surame was RS when | was a child.

My date of birth is il 1967. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| was brought up in |} which is outside Castle Douglas. My great granny had
a farm there. | lived with my mum, |l my dad, I and my three sisters.
My dad was never there because he was working. | have an older sister, | ]} who
is a year older than me. |Jjjililis one year younger than me and we're actually the
same age for 23 days of the year. My sister, [l is six years younger than-

My dad was a paratrooper and then he was in the special forces. He came out of the
army when | was about nine. He set up a business called [} because he was
an [ cngineer, but he was still away a lot. My mum had some mental health
issues. She lost some babies. According to my medical records, she had three
miscarriages in succession after | was born. My dad wasn't there because of his work.
| do understand that would have been traumatic for anybody. But she shouldn’t have
been cruel to me.

Life at home was horrible, It was torture. | was left out by my mum. | wasn't good
enough. My mum was cruel. She admitted hitting me when | was one year old. It's on
my medical notes. At the age of one, | didn’t conform to my mum’s expectations. All
my life, I've not been good enough for her. My dad was my protector. He was the
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to my sister about the fact that my mum had let the doctor hurt me. I'd never told
anybody before that. [JJiftold my parents and after that | had to go into the room
with them. She told me that I'd been abused but | wouldn’t have it. My parents were
crying. | didn’t know what they were crying for because | thought they knew what had
happened to me. My dad had a tear in his eye and my mum was in shock. | thought
what the doctor did to me was part of my punishment for being bad. | thought my mum
told him to do that to me.

Mum, dad and | then went to see Doctor Christie, my GP. She said that there were no
medical files that went back that far. My dad was heartbroken. He wanted answers but
we never got any. He died not knowing. | didn't report it to the police at that time
because there were no medical notes.

In 2013, my sister told me we had to try again. | phoned Dumfries and Galloway health
board and managed to obtain some records. | was helped by a man there called John
Glover. | discovered that a paediatrician, Doctorhad been sacked by Dumfries
and Galloway health board for inappropriate behaviour with patients. Subsequently,
I've found out that the hospital paid some families off. | asked John Glover if he could
have been the doctor that hurt me. He said it was more than likely. | can’t say that it
was him because | never knew his name when | was little. | reported what happened
to the police in Dalbeattie. | told the police that there had been a doctor abusing

children, Doctor s

Other people who were patients in Ladyfield have posted comments online about
abuse. There's [ c2'ed, ' ' shown those
comments to the police. | believe that the nurse who took me into the shower at
Ladyfield is a matron in a nursing home. She is now in her seventies. Her name is
. Why don'’t the police go and get her?

A couple of months ago, somebody sent me a private message online. He said he was
raped and beaten and so were most of the people in Ladyfield. He said that everybody
got hurt in that place. He said he couldn’t report it. | took pictures of the messages on

my phone. I've shown them to the police, but they're not doing anything. I've also tried
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to find [Jfj who was in the room with me at Ladyfield. I've never managed to find

him. Maybe he’s not here anymore.

Despite all the information I've given them, the police have told me that they are not
taking the investigation any further. They've told me that they've spoken to some of
the doctors from Ladyfield. They say they're not going to charge them because they're
82. I've made three complaints about the police, which have all been upheld by the
chief constable. One complaint related to the last officer in charge of my case, John
Service. He lied in a letter to the Criminal Injuries Compensation Authority about my

case. He said | had no information about my case, which wasn't true.

In 2013, Angus Cameron of the health board told the police that Doctor jatlwas never
employed by them. | don’t know why the health board lied. | could definitely identify
the doctor who abused me if | was shown a picture of him when he was younger. He’s
stuck in my mind. The police have never shown me any such pictures or asked me to
try and identify him. They keep moving police officers from my case. Three have been
taken off it. | don’t feel like the police have taken my case seriously. They don't seem
sympathetic to the fact I'm trying to tell them about things that have happened to me
when | was a child. I'm really disappointed. No wonder people won't report abuse. The

police seem unapproachable. | feel like the police have forgotten about us. It's not fair.

Records

After | disclosed the abuse in 2000, | went to my doctor with my parents. She told me
that my records didn’t go back as far as when | was in Ladyfield. My sister encouraged
me to try and get my records again in 2013. | phoned up Dumfries and Galloway Health
Board and spoke to John Glover. He told me that most of my records had been
destroyed but he said he would do everything he could to find out. He was an amazing
help.

John Glover organised a meeting with Angus Cameron, the head of the NHS in
Dumfries and Galloway. | met him in April 2013. He brought a nurse with him to tell
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me what information they had found out. They told me that nothing that had happened
had been my fault. It was the first time somebody had said that to me. That was great.
It was such a relief. | looked at the records and it was all my mum. It was a long time
to feel not wanted and not good enough.

Hopes for the Inquiry

| want the person who hurt us to be punished. We need peace in our hearts. We've
been living with it for a long time and it's never going to go away. Somebody should
be accountable, surely. Somebody must stand up and say sorry. We're all affected
differently. | could've died. My children could've been without their mum. I've damaged

my body terribly. It's not fair. My mind needs peace.

| think it's a good thing that the Inquiry is being held and that vulnerable people and

children are being helped. Without children, there’s no future.

I have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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