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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

HQX

Support person present: No

My name isI am known as[iSdi} My date of birth is_

1962. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| grew up in || Kir<caldy. with my mother and father. My dad was
about ten years older than my mother. She was married three times and | was the

third youngest of eleven children. The older children were all married and living in
their own homes. At the time of going into care there was only my older brothers,

B s, younger sister |l and younger brother |l

Our life can only be described as being extremely poor and a hard existence. My dad
worked occasionally and not for any length of time. The food was cooked on the fire
at the house.

When | was about five years old | started at North Primary School, Kirkcaldy. | did
not enjoy being at school. As a result of there being little money in the family, there
were times when | had no shoes to wear for school and sometimes had to wear my
sisters brightly coloured wellington boots. This gave the kids at school more reasons
to take the mickey and eventually | just stopped going.
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One of the other male nurses at Ovenstone was a man called [gcid Next
to the laundry was a garage. [{SMiJJj would take some of us into or come into the
garage when we were there and touch our privates. This happened to me a couple
of times when | was in the garage. He was abusing others in the home including a
boy called ||l Some vears later | gave a statement to the police

regarding [

Ovenstone Residential Home, Pittenweem, Fife 1973

After the court case involving Mr Christie | stayed at home until | was about eleven
years old. I then stopped going to school again and was returned to Ovenstone.
During this short spell, | was there for a few months and there was no abuse or any
other issues, although X was stil working at the home. He did not
come near me during this spell.

Reporting of abuse at Ovenstone Residential Home, Pittenweem, Fife

During the first time at Ovenstone there was no one | could report the abuse to as
there were no visits from either Mr Cuthbert or any other social worker.

When | arrived at Ovenstone in 1969 there was a new head nurse, Mr Rolland. He
stayed in the grounds with his wife, in one of the cottages. | got on really well with his
wife and was allowed to visit at their home and sit in their garden during the summer.
During one of my visits it must have been obvious how upset | was and she asked if
there was something wrong. | told her about Mr Christie abusing me. Later that day
Mr Rolland asked me to confirm what was happening and he reported it to the police.

The police must have spoken to some others at the home as the case ended up in
Cupar Sheriff Court during the early 1970’s. | would have been around nine or ten
and along with some of the others we gave evidence at the trial. At the end of the
trial he was sent to prison.
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destroyed my life. None of the rest of my family got into any trouble or sent to prison.
All this because | did not go to school.

Lessons to be Learned
| hope by telling my story stops anything like this happening to any other kids and to

stop those kids lives being completely ruined like mine. The authorities just don'’t

seem to care.

Other information

| have not had any counselling for my time in care. | have an appointment with
Future Pathways and am hoping they can give me some help.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Signed..

12



