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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

Support person present: No

My name is SRS Vv date of birth is | 1968. My contact details

are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| was born in Robroyston Hospital in Glasgow and lived in Barmulloch before | went
into care. | was the youngest of six boys. My mother didn’t have any more kids after
she had me. | was born with an abnormality of the brain, but it repaired itself. | became
a bit crazy because of what happened to me. The next brother, - was four years
older than me, then there was |||} I B =~ I o was the oldest.
Il s nine or ten years older than me. My mum, |} had him when she was
seventeen. My biological father, although he was never a father to me, was called
_ To say that my father was a bad man would be an understatement.
He died in 1990, but it's a shame he didn’t die when | was born.

My mother was totally different. She'’s like a wallflower. She took a lot of abuse from
my father. What my father did to her and what he did to his kids was unbelievable. He
was an alcoholic. In those days, men basically treated women the way they wanted.
Women were slaves. That's why the jails are now full of abuse. My father would never
have been out of the jail if they'd had those laws back then. He used to be taken to
the cells for the night and then they'd let him out and he’d become Mr Nasty again. |
think that had a big effect on my life. It was hell on earth at Christmas and New Year.
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okay. There were toys upstairs. There was a big portacabin where we went to school,
so we never left the grounds, apart from on a Saturday morning when we went to the

pictures or when we went swimming in the hospital.

| don’t know who was in charge of Ladyfield. | do remember an old guy who smoked
a pipe and wore a tweed jacket. He seemed to be one of the people who was running
the place. He was older, maybe in his sixties or something. He was in the office a lot.
Some of the staff wore normal clothes and others wore white jackets. They were all in
their thirties or forties. | can remember there being about six or seven members of
staff. There was female member of staff who was a sort of nurse, who wore a white
jacket as well. There was another guy who wore a white jacket and he was bald and
mean. He was well-built. | can’t remember names of the staff. | can only really
remember faces. The only name | can remember is the cleaner, Sheila. She was the
only member of staff who was kind to me. | used to help her and she'd let me sit on
her knee. The rest of the staff were horrible. They were maniacs, as far as I'm
concerned.

There were only about twelve children in Ladyfield, at most. | think all the boys were
roundabout the same age as me. | remember, as the days went by, being in there with
kids who were crazy. At one point, | read in a book that there was a child in there for
killing another child. | don’t know if he was in there at the same time as me, but it made
me wonder what kind of people | was in amongst. Some of the children there were
quite violent and they weren't right in the head. There was one person who went there
as a child and stayed there for thirty years. | think he had a-injury. His name was
S =< | saw him | | should never have been sent there. | should
have been sent somewhere else before being thrown in with the sharks. | was very
confused about it all.
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One of my main tormentors was a member of staff called [SRGTcTcTNTNNG ' oot
his name from my notes. He wore ordinary clothes and | think he was in his thirties.

He had two or three kids of his own. He was a wee guy and he used to wear big thick
glasses. He had a chip on his shoulder and he used to have an attitude problem. He
was very sarcastic and he never had a nice word to say to me. | can’t remember the
kind of things that he would say to me, but it was just unpleasant. It was eighteen
months of hell in there.

One day, | was ready to go out the main door. I'll always remember it. It was a roasting
hot day. e s2id. “You're going to bed.” | said that | hadn’t done
anything, which | hadn’t. He dragged me by the neck, from the front door, into my bed.
By the time that | was on the bed, | tried to kick him in the face. | was going crazy. |
had bruises and marks on my neck where he had dragged me. That was the worst
incident. It was quite sore. The bruises were there for days afterwards.

| think | was put to my bed for about nine or ten months. It could have been more, it
could have been less, but | was in my bed a lot. | wasn’t the only one put to my bed. |
had to stay in my bed until they told me it was time to get up. The only time | was
allowed up was to go to the toilet. | didn’t have anything to play with in the bedroom. It
was no fun, lying in bed all day when it was a roasting hot, sunny day. That was when
| started to bite my finger nails and my toe nails. | was starting to go crazy. | would
think about how | hated the place so much.

On another occasion, | was fighting with a boy. A female member of staff was breaking
up the fight. She had a pair of scissors in her hand. | don't remember what her name
was, but | don’t know why she broke up a fight with a pair of scissors in her hands.
The scissors ended up on my face and | had a superficial wound as a result. That's
recorded in my notes.

Anything that happened in that school, | got the blame for it. | was picked on from
morning, noon, till night. | couldn’t open my mouth without them putting me to bed.
There was another incident when | was walking by two boys who were in the place.
One of them attacked me with a plastic Ninja star and got me in the eye. It gave me
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to restrain me a few times, but that was my fault. When | left Thornton, | actually went
back to Yorkhill to say hello.

Thornton School, Ayrshire

After | refused to go back to Ladyfield, | stayed at home until | went to Thornton School
in 1979. Thornton School was run by Barnardo’s. | think the decision to send me there
was taken by the people at Yorkhill. | remember we were all in a room. They showed
me a book about Thornton. | couldn’t read very well, but | thought it looked good. They
had a horse, they had a football ground, it sounded like a holiday camp. It was a
holiday camp compared to Ladyfield. It was Doctor Barnardo’s version of Butlin’s.
Thornton School was the last chance saloon for me. If | hadn't gone there, who knows
where | would've ended up. | remember | was quite looking forward to going to
Thornton School.

Thornton is near Kilmarnock, up in the hills between Crosshill Hospital and Springside.
It's now an old folks’ home. It was a big building and there were four staff houses and
a couple of bungalows. It had been a mansion house, which was demolished and a
modern building built on it. The grounds were massive and there was a walled garden
within them. There was a football ground and an indoor football place. There was a
tennis court, a boat shed and a boat. There was a rope course with ropes, pulleys and
swings. It had a gate house at the bottom of the grounds.

There was a headmaster and a deputy headmaster. The headmaster's name was
Scott. | think that was his second name. He was fair enough. You didn’t see him much.
The only time you saw him was when you had done something wrong, so it wasn'’t a
good sign. The deputy’s name was Roger Bale. He went to work abroad with kids who
were being abused.was the science teacher. We didn’t see eye to eye. Some
of the teachers came from the outside, but a few lived on site in the bungalows and
cottages on the grounds. There were staff allocated to the units as well. There were a
couple of staff who lived in a flat in the main building.
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Thornton was split into units. | think there were about eight kids in each unit and about
forty kids in the whole school. The kids ranged from aged eleven until leaving at age
sixteen. There were some girls in there. One of the girls,-, was really nice. She was
a tom boy and she always reminded me of the film Gregory’s Girl. She was better at
football than a lot of the boys. My unit was Arran and the unit across from me was
called Mull. There was also Lewis and lona.

The unit above us was run by an ex-army PE instructor, Mike Pennach. He was an
older guy and he was as tough as boots. From what | heard, he used to treat the
children like army cadets. | think he was in charge of lona. He was mean and | kept
away from him. | didn’t really have any dealings with him but | could tell that he was a

nut case.

I was in a good unit. There were a couple of members of staff for each unit and the
units were quite small. | became quite close to a guy called who was
in charge of my unit. There was a female member of staff called but | can’t
remember her second name. Everybody was happy. It was a happy place to be. |
moved up to Lewis when | was a fourteen. It was a better unit than Arran. They'd spent
a bit of money on it. You got more privileges and you could come and go as you
wanted. | think | got more pocket money there as well.

It took me a couple of years to really settle in to Thornton, but | enjoyed it there. The
alternative wouldn’t have been nice. It was the best | was going to get. | had my off
days and my ups and downs, but looking at the full picture it was a good experience.
Routine at Thornton School

First day

It took me a while to settle into Thornton. | started on the same day as two other boys.
As a welcome to the place, the older boys decided to drag us through the mud,
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Discipline

If you did something wrong, you were punished. If you were caught up at night, you
were given so many laps around the football pitch. It was fair enough, as they couldn’t
have pupils running about the grounds at all over the night. You could be doing the
laps in the middle of the night, it could be earlier. It just depended when you got caught.

There were rules. If you broke them, you got into trouble. We had a grading system. If
you were a good boy, you were given a certain grade. You were then were allowed to
go out a certain number of times a week and you could leave the grounds. The onus
was on being good. If you were good, you were given privileges. If you were bad, your
privileges were taken away.

| saw members of staff getting things thrown at them at Thornton but they didn’t react.
We were all sitting having lunch one day. One of the girls picked up her dessert and
hit a staff member in the head with it. He just laughed, scraped it off his head and put
it back on the tray. If that had happened at Ladyfield, that girl would have been dragged
out and battered.

Children were sometimes restrained but they weren't physically hurt. There was a staff
member there who was very placid, | knew him really well when |
was at Thornton. He was like a hippie and very easy going. After | left, a boy said that
he tried to strangle him. He just made it up. Barnardo’s hired a lawyer and defended
him and he was cleared, quite rightly so.

We were lucky. We used to play football against Kerelaw Residential School. There
were some wild boys there. They were older than us. One day, a person who had been
to our school was playing for them. He let the ball drop. The Kerelaw staff made him
pick up the ball at the end of the game and run round the football park so many times.
They never took any nonsense there.
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Abuse at Thornton School

IDG was a team leader. He had an office. We put our money in there and
things like that. If you needed to know something, like when you were going home and
how long you were going home for, you could go and ask him. He was a bully. |
thought he was alright when | first met him, but when | got to know him | realised that
he wasn’t. Nobody ever got out of their bed when he was on duty. The kids were
terrified of him. They knew better than to mess around with him. He could be a crazy
man. He didn’t take any prisoners. If you did anything, he would be on top of you like
a tonne of bricks.

They used to take us on holiday twice a year at Thornton School. | didn’t want to go
because | didn't like jaid | was twelve or thirteen and | told him | didn’t want
to go. He was a big strong man. He used to cut down the trees. He was used to lifting
up big trees so a wee boy wouldn't be anything to him. He didn’t try to speak to me.
Right away, he grabbed me by the throat and threw me from the back of the mini bus
right to the front, into the seat. | didn’t have time to think. If I'd known he was going to
do that, | would’ve ran away. | never went on holiday with him again, that was for sure.

| don’t remember whether | had any injuries, but | was distressed. The whole mini bus
was there. Two of my pals saw what happened, ||| | EGEGN-< TEGEGEGEGE
There was a staff member present when g did that to me. | can remember
her face. Her name was Angela, but | never really spoke to her.

On another occasion, when | was also twelve or thirteen, two boys threw bricks at
DG s beehive. He was angry and | could understand why he was angry. The
beehive was in the walled garden. | had a part of the garden to myself, but | lost it
because of this. [RI orabbed a hold of me and threw me against the wall. |
just slumped down. It was in the corridor where the classrooms were so other children
must have seen or heard it happen. He asked who had done it and | told him that |
hadn't done it. | didn’t tell him anything because I’'m not a grass. One of the other pupils
came and told him who it was. e knew it wasn’t me at that point, but | still
lost my part of the garden. He was meant to be a Christian.
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Those were the only two violent incidents by staff in five years, although a member of
staff called B challenged one of my friends, ||| to 2 fioht. It
was where they kept all the camping equipment.-was thirteen or fourteen at
the time. | didn'’t see being violent towards any other pupils. | know there
was a couple of occasions when pupils pulled knives out on each other and he did
step in. The knife was dropped quick enough. He was a bit heavy handed, but if
someone did something to you he would step in and say it wasn’t on. | still think he
was a bully and all the kids, including me, were terrified of him. We just knew that we
couldn’t mess about with him and that he was very, very strict.

| was stabbed on the back at Thornton. It was a boy from Arran unit but | don’t

remember who it was. | was about twelve or thirteen. He stabbed me with a lightbulb.

| didn't tell the staff and | didn’t receive any medical treatment. | still have a scar on my

back. Another boy, || ] ] BB threw a garden fork at me, but missed because

I was moving quickly. It brushed behind me. Another pupil from Arran unit, -
I had a big kitchen knife. He tried to stab me in one of the bedrooms when | was

thirteen. | don’t know why. | wasn’t doing anything. He tried to slash me across the

belly. | went outside the unit, out of his way. He was at the window, telling me he was

going to stab me. | was in fear of my life.

There was an incident when a boy called ||l made two other boys do
something to each other sexually. || il was a Glasgow boy. He was fourteen
or fifteen. He wasn't at the school for very long. It was up in lona unit. ||| Gz
told us to come up and see something. He made a boy give another boy oral sex.
Those two boys were younger than him and very timid. | just went away. | didn’t want
anything to do with it. | never told the staff because ||l wvas quite violent. It
came out anyway and he was instantly expelled, although he had the option to come
back to school as a day pupil. He didn't come back because it was probably too far to
travel from Glasgow. | don’t know whether what he did was reported to the police, but
he should have been charged for that.
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Reporting of Abuse at Thornton

| went to a member of staff called Peter Douglas after ||| NElt-ied to stab me. |
got on alright with Peter Douglas, but he turned around and said that he didn't believe
me. He got [Jijin and sat us down together. | had to retract the allegation. After

that, | llcidn't try to attack me again.
| did say to a member of staff, that [R Was heavy handed. |

told him about what happened on the mini bus. |l sta" said, If he hit you
hard, you'd be in the hospital,” or words to that effect. He did hit us, but he made sure
it wasn’t hard enough that you'd need to go to the hospital. | didn't really think anything
of what happened and | didn't tell any other members of staff or my parents. | was
happy enough at Thornton and that was it.

Leaving Thornton School

| had a good experience with Barnardo’s. It's only because | had more good
experiences than bad that | don’t complain about Barnardo’s, but they need to get their
staff in order. | used to go back after | had left because | had such a good time. | was
there for five years and it was my home. | was devastated when | had to leave. | stayed
with relatives for three or four months after | left. | then went into a homeless unit.
Although | went to visit Thornton after | left, | didn't really keep in touch with any former
pupils. | remember a member of staff saying that I'd be better off making new pals. He
was right because some of these guys don’t change.

Life after being in care

| had another social worker called Norma Lynch after | left Thornton. Most people were
given one year of after-care but | got two. She was based in an office in EImbank
Street in Charing Cross, so | used to go down there. Norma was quite helpful. | would
see her once every three or four weeks. She would take me places and help me to fill
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times before the mediation. | would tell him things and he would say that they had
never happened and that they had done some fantastic things at Ladyfield. He was
basically calling me a liar. He had never worked there so | told him that | was there
and it was a concentration camp for kids. | had a letter from my mother, stating that
she didn’t know that Ladyfield was an asylum for kids. He didn’t even read the full
letter.

102. There were other people present at the mediation, people who worked with Angus
Cameron. The woman who did the mediation was his friend. | just went by myself. |
wanted him to do something. Angus Cameron tried to get the better of me verbally,
but | left him for dead. He didn't like that somebody he saw as inferior to him took him
down. | kept my cool and | didn’t shout at him. He lost his cool. He also said that he
didn’t know why | was complaining because | hadn’t been sexually assaulted. After he
said that, | shut off the meeting. He also told me that | would probably never get closure
on all this.

103. | reported that the teacher had tried to punch me when | was at Ladyfield. Because
she was employed by the education authority, they said that it was nothing to do with
them. They told me | would have to see the education authority. The teacher was
working at Ladyfield, so it did have something to do with them. They told me that they
didn’t know who SN =s. but they could tell me where his brother
worked in the hospital and who he was.

104. | saw two other hospital bosses as well as Angus Cameron. | then saw the chairman.
| complained to him about Angus Cameron and he said that he'd have a word with
him. Angus Cameron thought he was the chairman. He told me that he didn’t have a
boss. | hit him with questions and he couldn’t answer them. He didn’t want to answer
them. As far as he was concerned, | was just a liar. | told Angus Cameron that | thought
he was a liar. | suggested that we take lie detector tests, but | was told that wasn’t
appropriate. Why would | make up a story all those years later?

105. | went to see Cameron Fyfe and he said that he couldn’t help me because it was so
long ago. The hospital said that they couldn’t find any wrong doing in my case. They
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told me that | was the first one to complain about Ladyfield. It was brushed under the
carpet. They fobbed me off. | didn’t have much hope that they would do anything
anyway. | know the way these establishments work and they just cover things up.
They're still doing it to this day with various things.

106. It got to the point where | started to think that | was the only one who complained. The
hospital was adamant that it didn’t happen, “Are you sure? A member of staff would
never swear at you, a member of staff would never do that.” Then they couldn’t find

107. Those people in Dumfries will never destroy my life. | want them to know that. They
tried and they almost succeeded. If | had gone down to Dumfries Royal Infirmary and
they had said, “Mr we know what happened here, we'’re sorry about that.
There's nothing we can do about it. It was a long time ago,” | would have accepted
that. Instead, they called me a dirty liar and, as far as I'm concerned, Angus Cameron
abused me by what he said to me that day. The rest of them abused me by covering
it up. They're just as bad as the abusers as far as I'm concerned.

Police

108. | complained to the police at the same time as making my complaint to the hospital. |
attended the police station in Dumfries. When | made a complaint to the police, the
first thing the police officer said was that he wouldn’t knock on any doors to appease
me. His name was Jim, but | don’t know his surname. | bit my tongue and waited to
see where things went. | provided a statement to the officer and went right into
everything. | don't think they made any further investigations. He had basically told me
right away that he wasn't going to do anything. Later on, | spoke to him on the phone
and | told him that | was going to complain about him. He said, “Don’t swear at me.” |
hadn’t sworn at him. | asked him whether the call was being recorded. | started to wind
him up.

109. | looked on the internet and managed to get contact details for a guy whose first or
second name was Robin, who was in charge of abuse investigations in the Dumfries
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Police. | had a conversation with him over the phone. He told me that he was told not
to investigate Ladyfield any further. He told me that |G vas now
dead. At least he had the decency to tell me the truth. | thought my ears were going to
fall off. | couldn’t believe it. | thought I'd finally found the right guy, but he had been
told not to investigate.

110. | met two senior police officers at Baird Street Police Station in Glasgow. They were
dealing with the complaint | had made about Jim and his investigation and had come
up from Dumfries. | asked the female officer a question. | can’'t remember what the
question was, but it was a simple question. She said that she was confused. It was a
waste of my time. They had no intention to do anything about it. It was too much
paperwork, so they just threw it under the carpet again. As far as I'm concerned, the
police are liars and they cover up crime. Some of them are worse than the criminals
of Glasgow.

111. After that, | just thought the game was up. There was never a proper investigation. I'd
tried my best. | did it all through the proper channels. | did everything right. | never lost
my cool with the police once. | never threatened anybody, | never hit anybody, | never
shouted or swore at anybody. It still came out the same way. They couldn’t care less.

Records

112. |saw a psychologist about my notes when | was about nineteen. She had my records
from Dumfries. She said it came across that | was a frightened boy. | got my records
around the same time that | made my complaint about Ladyfield, six or seven years
ago. | phoned up the hospital and they sent them to me. I've seen the notes that they
wrote at Ladyfield. They even slagged my mum. They said that my mother was
“overweight and untidy”. My mother was not overweight. Nobody was overweight in
the seventies. | wondered what that was all about and who had written that. Somebody
had written in my notes that | had “unlikeable features”. | can't help the way that | was
born. That's what they were actually writing down and saying, so what were they
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Hopes for the Inquiry

116. Ladyfield didn't shut until the late nineties. I've seen things on the internet about kids
being locked in the toilets half the night or being battered. The biggest problem with
all these places is that a lot of people don’t want to talk about it. If people don't talk
about it and they don't say that something is going wrong, people just think that it must
have been alright.

117. | don't know how you can stop abuse, but maybe there should be a hotline, a phone
line that people can call and say what's happening. A lot of people don’t want to
because they view it as grassing. | know a guy who worked in an old folks’ home. He
reported another member of staff for hitting a patient. He was black balled because of
it. That's what happens. A lot of people don’t want to come forward to the Inquiry. If
they've got families, they might not want their partner to know how bad it was or even
that they were in a place like that. It can put a lot of people off, knowing that you've

been in a mental institution.

118. It took them years to get the Inquiry up and running. That was them trying to white
wash it all again, but they couldn’t. | don’t know how many millions the Inquiry is
costing, but people have got to be answered. | hope that anybody who has done wrong

to me or anybody else is held to account.

119. 1 have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

PWA
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