Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

KwWU

Support person present: No

. My name is Y ' e of birth is I 52.

My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

2. Wy dads name vas N V) o was caled I
B | vas corn [ i Aberdeen, where we lived. It wasn't

_ it was flats. | had brothers and sisters but | never met them.

3. When | was born, the doctor at the hospital told my mum and dad | had a bad illness
in the body and a disability, so | was sent to the Royal Scottish National Institution, in

Larbert. | was supposed to be getting help there. The doctors told my mum and dad
they would be helping me all the time.

The Royal Scottish National Institution, Larbert

4. When | first went to the Royal Scottish National Institution, | was in the baby ward. |
was three years old. | stayed there until | was nine years old. My mum and dad took
me there and went back home on the train. Two female staff took me down a big
corridor to Block One, the old man’s block. There were no other children in that ward.



























45.

46.

47.

patients in each. In the smaller wards were patients who'd had strokes and couldn’t

move or feed themselves.

My ward was called the Sick Training Unit. There were three wards with people like
myself. The people in my ward were all different ages. The ward across from the Sick
Training Unit was a baby’s unit.

Staff at Ladysbridge Hospital

The head doctor was Doctor Cook. There was Doctor Drummond. Other staff were

FRH and Bob Robertson. Sl w2s @ member of the charge hand
staff. They were at Ladysbridge when | was a child. They were stricter.

was always knocking us out with injections. Sometimes he would get jitks to
come over from head office to the ward to knock you out. Neil Munro was the social
worker. Some staff wore blue uniforms and some wore grey jackets and trousers. You
had to call the staff ‘Sir’. You said, “Yes, Sir. No, Sir.”

Routine at Ladysbridge Hospital
First day

| was taken to Ladysbridge in an ambulance. | was nine years old. | didn't know | was
going to Ladysbridge. There were two members of staff, |GGz G2"d B
When | realised | was going to Ladysbridge, | got agitated and managed to
break one of the ambulance windows with my foot.

The ambulance stopped at Woodlands in Cults. Four staff from Woodlands came into
the back of the ambulance and held me down. Two of them were sitting on top of me.
P made up a syringe with paraldehyde. They gave me an injection of
paraldehyde and knocked me out to sleep.
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63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

Anytime you did anything wrong, a member of staff would get you. They didn't say
anything to you. The member of staff went into the office and phoned across to the

main office to call [SEMIlto come across. It was Sl who did the injection.

The injection would be five times in each hip before you were knocked out.

A patient told me to be very careful because [Eil Il was passing things on to
P If saw you doing anything wrong, he closed the door and

phoned someone to come across. All of the patients were getting the same treatment.

Members of staff restrained, hit, slapped and punched patients. The staff were called
Sandy Buchan, Derek Benzie and Ginger Thomson. | saw adult patients
being slapped and hit around the face but not children.

The patients were force fed. The staff would order the food. You were not allowed to
refuse anything. If you didn't like it, you had to eat it. All the babies there were force
fed milk from a bottle. | saw it myself. The block | was in was facing straight across to
the baby ward. Some of the babies weren't looked after. The staff weren’t changing
the nappies. Three or four young kids died in their cribs. That's when they started
removing the babies from Ladysbridge to Woodlands Hospital.

In the Devon and Fife wards, patients were abused by staff. [HlIRs wife worked
in the Devon ward. Patients got on to her for threatening them. She called in her
husband and staff from other wards to come into the Devon ward to knock all those
patients out,

Some people were paralysed down one side. They were asking the staff for help but
weren'’t getting help. The staff said it wasn't their job to help you with anything. With
a lot of the old folk, the staff did not call the doctor to get them help. There were about
fifteen people who died in Ladysbridge.

You couldn’t complain to anybody at Ladysbridge. The doctors always took the staff's
side. You were always being the bad one. A lot of patients were complaining about
the paraldehyde.
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79.

80.

Lessons to be Learned

Children shouldn’t be put into places like The Royal Scottish National Institution or
Ladysbridge Hospital. They should be with their parents. The things that happened to
me shouldn’t happen to other kids.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Signed.

Dated.f'...K./../%...@.\.fj ..........................................................
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