Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

LCX

Support person present: No

My name is [ 'y date of birth is [l 1984. My contact

details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| was born and stayed in the Paisley area along with my mother [|Jfland father
I | \vas the oldest of seven children. There is ||| ]} I tvirs IR
and [Jlland then |l | did have another sister [Jijbut unfortunately she died
soon after being born with pneumonia.

My father was a labourer and my mother spent her life bringing us up. We moved to
different houses in Paisley, mainly in the | lllarea. There was a lot of drug taking
and violence in the house. My dad was always after any money we had in the house.
This caused mum to go to social work and ask for financial help. Sometimes they
helped us out, but on the last occasion she took myself and [Jijwith her to the
office. When they refused to help out again she just left us with the social workers and

told them they could look after us.

The social work then placed us into foster care. | was only three years old then and
did not know how long | would be in care as | was so young. | ended up being in care

at different placements for about ten out of the next fifteen years.
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After being home a couple of times the social work organised for the twins, | Nl
and [l along the rest of us to be placed into care. Initially they were in different

foster care, prior to them being adopted.

When I and [l were still being fostered they were staying with a couple,

from the | llarea. The boys were being mistreated

and eventually that woman was prosecuted. One of the things the people made them
do was the kids were to sleep in the bath. [ lland Il told my mother, who
went to the social work. To start with nothing seemed to happen to

but then some other kids who had been in there before were spoken to and there was

enough evidence to have them charged. ||| GGG tHc voman

was. | think she got community service.

When |lland Il <ft the foster family they went for adoption. That couple,

B s 2'so took Jlland all three were adopted by them. | think [Illlllstayed with
my mum. The couple’s relationship broke down when the husband left the house to

set up home with his secretary. The woman then took on another couple of kids, who
were unrelated to each other and also looked after them.

The relationship with the woman broke down with [l out JIllsti! kept in touch
with the other girls. When one of the girls, JJJf was a teenager she was in touch with
= vvas having some issues. [llllmade contact with Mrs[Jllland tried to

tell her she was concerned for [l Mrs Jlflioncred [Jjanc B went on to take
an overdose. Although she survived she is now ||l s 2 result. That could

have been prevented if she had just listened to what-was telling her.

Unknown foster care, Hunterhill, Paisley

-and | were sent to stay with a woman who stayed in a house in the Hunterhill
area in Paisley, | can’'t remember her name. | don’t remember any guy in the house or
any other kids.






Routine at Carsewood Children’s Home, Hillfoot Drive, Howwood, Renfrew

15. | still had not reached my sixth birthday when | was sent to Carsewood Children’s

Home. The first time | was at Carsewood | was only there for a few days. SR

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

20. When | was back with mum the atmosphere was just the same. We were only back
for a few weeks before the social work had us at a Children’s Panel and it was decided
| was to be placed again in care. | was then sent to Beech Avenue in Paisley.

Routine at Beech Avenue Children’s Home, Beech Avenue, Paisley

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later




Secondary Institutions - to be published later

26.
27.
Leaving Beech Avenue Children’s Home, Beech Avenue, Paisley
28. | left Beech Avenue and was sent back home again. | was only back a few weeks

when once more | was sent to Carsewood.

Routine at Carsewood Children’s Home, Hillfoot Drive, Howwood, Renfrew

29. The second time | went to Carsewood | was with my brother [j We were in the

home for around a year Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Leaving Carsewood Children’s Home, Hillfoot Drive, Howwood, Renfrew

Once more | was back home with mum. The problems soon came back. The school
were also reporting me for not being in classes for some of the day. | was soon back
in front of a Panel and this time it was decided | would be sent Woodlands at Newton
Stewart in Wigtonshire. | would have been about ten years old when | went to

Woodlands and spent between eighteen months and two years there.
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37.

38.

39.

40.

Routine at Woodlands School, Newton Stewart, Dumfries and Galloway

Before | was sent to Woodlands on a permanent basis they sent me there for a couple
of days for three to four hours in the morning. This was to introduce me to the place

and perhaps help me settle more there.

When | was at Woodlands it was for slightly older children. | was about ten when |

went there and the other residents were similar to me and up to about sixteen. | think

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

there were maybe twenty five children there

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Woodlands was all boys,
S d Institutions - to b blished lat g ;
i e e i . The atmosphere with the boys was just

like any normal school, sometimes we fell out and then afterwards we would be okay.

| think the place was run by a male but | only remember him being known as “KP”. His
deputy was Peggy Smith’ Secondary Institutions - to be published later |

can remember some of the other staff there being [falilj and Mary. They were care

staff and worked during the day. We lived in upstairs in the units at night. ESEE was

also a member of the staff _

The home was for children with behaviour problems. The main building at Woodlands
had lots of rooms in there and there was a flat on the top floor. The flat was used by
the older children who were preparing for life after care. Sometimes at the weekend
families were allowed to use it if they were visiting. If there were quite a few people
coming and the flat was occupied then the bungalow in the grounds could be used as

a weekend overspill.

The other two floors were known as the uppers and lowers. | was in the uppers. We
all had our own rooms and in mine | had my own television.









51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

Abuse at Woodlands School, Newton Stewart, Dumfries and Galloway

One day | was in the kitchen at the home for some reason. The kitchen was in a u-
shaped design. While | was there . a staff member, came in and told me to get
out of the kitchen. | wasn't finished what | was doing and told him so.tried to
manhandle me by grabbing me and trying to force me out. | struggled out of his arms.
He then punched me right in the face. As a result he broke my nose and it was bleeding
heavily. | was never given any treatment by him. told the other staff in the home

that as | tried to run out of the kitchen | had run into him.

| told my mum and dad when | was next home. | was constantly picking at scabs on
my nose and mum was asking why | was always at my nose. | told her what happened.
They immediately took me to the local hospital in Paisley but because of the time delay
there was nothing they could do. They also took me to the police station and reported
the matter to them. | never got told what the result of that inquiry was.

My dad wanted to punch [glll}lights out. He didn't follow through with that but before
he was allowed back to see me the staff made him sign a contract that he was allowed
to visit me but only on the understanding he did not take any revenge on R}

Bl \as in his thirties. | never saw him do it to anyone else. The home did not take
any action against il and neither did the social work department. After the incident

he continued to watch over me, but | was never hit by him again.

This was an opportunity to move me but they never did. The home was one of two
different care homes. It also covered Merton Residential School, which was a smaller
unit. The manager could have taken the decision to transfer me there.

If a member of staff, had to restrain any of the children, he was much quicker
at jumping on you, than most of the staff would. The other staff were much more
relaxed. His demeanour was more aggressive. He was the same with other residents

as he was with me.
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111.

112

as there was no one to speak to as the other staff did not accept they might have been

in the wrong.

Abuse at Kerelaw Residential School, Stevenson, Ayrshire

One of the times | was coming back to the home having visited mum. This would have
been in 1999/2000. When | was in the home me and one of the other boys decided
we were going outside. We climbed out of the window and went to smoke some hash

near the burn at the back of the unit. We went back inside about nine o'clock.

The night shift staff told the day staff we had absconded for two hours. As | was going
to the showers and was only wearing my boxers and carrying my shower gel. Two of
the day staff, [l GG 2"d approached me in the laundry room
while | was collecting a clean towel. They blamed me for the other boy absconding
saying | had bullied him and suddenly shoved me. | stumbled back and dropped
my shower gel. | bent down to pick it up and that was whensmashed his shoulder
into my face and burst my nose. [E] did it butnever said anything and did
not try to stop him. Because | never reacted they did not know what to do. They were
waiting for me to kick off so they could inflict more pain on me. Because | did not react
they walked away. | had to use the towel to stop the blood and was walking down the

stairs passed some of the other boys.

After my shower | telephoned my lawyer who then contacted the police. The police
came to the home and | gave a statement. | was moved to another unit but still saw
LED Ol when we went for our meals. As a result of my complaint there was
no action taken against either of them. There was no proper investigation by any of
the other managers.
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Leaving Kerelaw Residential School, Stevenson, Ayrshire

| was in Kerelaw open unit for nearly a year. Just before it was time for me to leave
the social work were looking at different places for me to be sent to. One of the places
being considered was Aycliffe in England. They did not want me there and | was told

there was no room at Rossie Farm, another place being considered.

In the end | had been arguing with someone at Kerelaw and | was taken to the office.
| was then told that | would be leaving and would be going to Geilsland School in Beith.
The staff said that one of the reasons | was being moved was for the safety of one of
other residents who had told them he was upset with me and he was threatening to
commit suicide. The issue from my point of view was it was just an argument between
two boys. | think the staff were looking for any excuse to move me out. Previously a
manager, | think his name was had quoted that the only reason | was in the

open side was to give me enough rope to hang myself.

Routine at Geilsland School, Beith, Ayrshire

| was fifteen when | went to Geilsland. This was supposed to be a temporary placement
but | ended up being there for nine months. The home was run by a church, possibly
the Church of Scotland, it was definitely not the council. | would be guessing but I think
it might have been the staff from Kerelaw that took me to Geilsland.

The main building had the offices and each of the units were in there own separate

buildings. | had a woman who was allocated as my key worker, | don’t know her name.

There were three or four units with ten or twelve children in each. It would be no more
than fifty maximum. It was older teenage boys in there, with the youngest being around
fourteen and up to sixteen or seventeen. The boys were from all different backgrounds
but mostly from the childcare system. One of the units there was where people who
had been involved in sex offences or had some mental health issues. | was allocated
Cunningham unit, but | am not sure of the names of the others.
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151.

152.

1583.

154.

1565.

Because of my time in care | have never passed any exams, never had my own house,

never had a driving licence and never been on a holiday abroad.

If | ever got parole | would still have difficulty as | have no formal ID papers. | will
probably leave jail without having been shown how to look after myself. | would have
hoped that some of the life lessons | should have had when | left the care system,
might be given to me when | leave the prison system. | would hope that the prison
system could take that on board for all as it would help in the rehabilitation process
and stop people getting involved in crime to support them when they are on the
outside.

| get on with some of my family but don’t get on so well with others. They are much
the same in that they get on with some of us and not with others,

Reporting of Abuse

In 2005/2006 when | was in custody at Perth Prison the police came to see me. They
told me they were making enquiries about different incidents about that happened in
Kerelaw. | told them about the incident in the laundry room and that | have never been
told anything from their enquiry at that time.

When | was staying in Kerelaw | was aware of some of the staff John Muldoon,
I don’t know his surname. Elaine Graham and Matt George. Although | did not
have any issues with them | am aware from reports in the media, that they were
involved in abuse involving some of the residents under their care. | was interviewed

by the police about those members of staff.

John Muldoon was the manager of one of the units and had been investigated for
abusing boys and girls. He was accused of touching some of the young girls in an
inappropriate manner. Another allegation was that he had put a shotgun into the mouth
of a boy he was abusing. Despite the boy giving a description of the gun the police did
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169.

160.

161.

not believe him, but that changed when they found out he had a licence for a shotgun
and it matched the description given by the boy.

There were complaints thatwoulcl have some pupils lined up against a wooden
partitioning wall in the gym. As the boys stood there he would strike golf balls at them.
If he hit them, he would give them a fag or allow them out for the weekend early. Again
the police did not believe those boys but when they examined the ply board wall they

saw all the marks similar to the balls having struck there.

Elaine Graham had a relationship with a fifteen year old resident and even took him
away for weekends. She fell pregnant to that boy. She was eventually convicted and
she was sentenced to three years in jail. | was even asked if | had been involved with

her, but | wasn't.

Matt George was convicted of abusing several boys. He would encourage me and the
other boys to go back to his house where the abuse took place. He did not abuse me
but | heard one boy was blindfolded and raped. At the trial some of the boys were not
strong enough to give their evidence and he was found guilty of only twenty of the
eighty five charges and jailed.

| have not thought about reporting any of the incidents since | was an adult. | am not

sure anything | would report from the past will be dealt with today.

It must be more difficult for people to abuse children in care with most having mobile
phones. | hope this is the case.

Records

| have copies of my own prison records and want to get access to my social work

records. My sister, [JJjhas tried twice to get our records but they have not got back

to her to say how they are getting on or if there is any problem.
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175.

176.

177.

Perhaps if prison staff were more understanding then perhaps prisoners would be able
to build up better relationships and get into less trouble. The prison system does not
have anything in place to help long term prisoners. As far as they are concerned you
are in their custody for so many years it is not worth spending money on you.

The reason for me coming forward to the Inquiry is to try and help kids in the future
and to make sure these things don’t happen again. | want to see improvements in the
care system to help protect the children. As far as the prison system is concerned they
need to treat people who are in custody between sixteen and eighteen much better.
They need to consider that those people are still children.

Other information

Kids in the homes all have camera phones nowadays. The kids do wind staff up but
they only start recording when the staff are carrying out punishments. They only show
half a story.

One of the improvements that could be made is the use of cameras worn by staff at
children’s homes. | understand there are sensitivity issues but the overall sake of the
children would benefit them as it may cut down the mistreatment of them. If used
properly they would cut down the abuse of children. It would also cut down the number

of malicious complaints made about staff.
Cameras should also be introduced in the prison system. They are already used by
the private prison in Kilmarnock. It would definitely help the rest of the prison system

as it protects both sides.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

LCX
signed. AN o



