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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

PGY

Support person present: Yes

My name is SR 'y surname was [JSdIll] when | was a child. My date

of birth is | 1960. My contact details are known to the inquiry.

Life before going into care

My mum’s name was [l and my dad’s name was [} | had older siblings,
I B -l o is a year older than me. My brother, [l was
born after | went into the hospital but he’s no longer alive. | have a younger sister,
I but she was born later, after we moved to Langlees. My grandparents
lived with us as well. We lived at | ilijin Camelon.

| don’t remember much about my life before going into care. One of the only things |
remember is being frightened of dogs. | would scream if | saw a dog. | can’t
remember much else. My mother was out working to make ends meet and look after
the family. She would leave my grandparents to look after me. My records state that |
was in a cot for eight hours a day. | was in a closed room without daylight. It was

classed as neglect at the time.

The doctor and social worker advised my parents to put me in care for my well-
being. | had a slight learning disability and something wrong with my bones. My
records indicated that there were physical and mental health difficulties that needed
to be dealt with. | was the only sibling that went into the hospital. | find it difficult to
understand that.





















30.

31.

32.

33.

WIT.001.001.7487

round to see them, but she didn’t tell us why. We did what we wanted. Not long after
| had returned home, Mr [Jjij abused my sister, Il as well.

There was a handyman at the hospital. He looked quite old to me. He was maybe in
his thirties or forties. He wore brown overalls and a tartan flat cap. | remember being
up the stairs in the Park when nobody else was around. He touched me down below.
He got me to put my hand in his pocket, which went through to his private parts. He
said, “Mind that was your toy when you were a wee kid. That's what you used to play
with. It's our wee secret, you don'’t tell anybody. I've done it to other lassies on the
other wards.” He told me he’d touched me when | first came in and was in the villas. |
remember on one occasion he was touching me down below when | was standing at
a window. It happened until | left.

One night, when | was about ten, | wet the bed. The night nurse came in and felt my
bed. | don't know her name. | was lying in my bed sleeping, facing the wall. She
walloped me with a high heeled shoe on my right buttock. She used the heel. | was
screaming because of the pain. She said in an angry voice that it was for wetting the
bed and that | shouldn’t be wetting the bed. When she left the room, | lifted
something and flung it off the wall in anger. | couldn'’t sit properly at breakfast the
next day because it was really sore. Somebody must've seen the black and blue

mark on my bottom.

There was a domestic called Mrs|§Salll} Every time | got something new, she would
take it off me. She used to be jealous. | remember | got a new pair of slippers
because my old ones had a hole in the toe. She took the new ones off me and got
the old ones out of the bucket, saying there was nothing wrong with them.

| remember a girl came out and hit me from underneath a table. | hit her back so |
was sent to my bed as a punishment. She was stuck under a table for the full day.
The nurses twisted her arm up behind her back and put her under there. They sat on
chairs blocking her, with their backs to her. She only got out to go for her meals or to
the toilet. Every time | was in her villa, she was under the table. | was afraid of other
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| hope that a lot of other people realise what happened back then. | want things to
improve. People should be safe and comfortable wherever they're being looked
after. Young people, elderly people and vulnerable people should be protected.
Nobody deserves to be treated like | was.

Living in silence wrecks lives. There should be more information about help that's
available for people like me. If | hadn’t had Cath and my husband to tell my story to, |
don’t think I'd be here today. I'd be in the gutter by now.

Other information

| don’t know what I'd have been like if | hadn’t been in the hospital. Maybe | wouldn’t
have had the nourishment or medication that | needed. | was put in the RSNH for my
safety and well-being. | would have expected the people there to look after me and
keep me away from harm. A lot of the people there were really good and they took
care of me. They fed me, clothed me and did everything that | needed. It as a
minority of people that did wrong. It shamed everybody else in a roundabout way.

I've pushed a lot of people away. | don’t want to do that anymore. I've had enough of
it all. I've let my abusers beat me for years. Not anymore. | want to live my life. | want
to have the last laugh.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

PGY
Signed: .. N . . ..o coovissis ovsinininios o s mmannnnen Smdiiiss



