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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Withess Statement of

GDK

Support person present: No

My name is [SRsIII 2nd my date of birth is || 1959. My contact details

are known to the inquiry.

Background

| was born and brought up in Edinburgh. My mum is still alive and stays near to me but
is not in good health and my father died in the 1980s. | have one brother and one
sister. When | was growing up | hated my mum and related more to my dad and |
believe | had a fairly normal happy childhood until | had my accident when | was five
years old.

| can tell you from my records | started at Sciennes Primary School in Edinburgh on |JjJjj

"

Page 1 of 16



WIT.001.001.0487

Ladyfield West Children’s Unit, Crichton Royal Hospital, Dumfries - first visit

| was sent to Ladyfield West Children’s Unit which is part of the Crichton Royal Hospital
when | was six years old. | have no idea why | was sent there but my records say that it
was because of my behaviour. | was given different medication and | can remember at
some point being strapped to my bed with leather belts and being in a padded cell at
times. | was there from 1965 until 1967. | regularly ran away and tried to get back
home to Edinburgh. Doctor Rodgers was my doctor at Crichton Royal Hospital and he
was my doctor for the next nine years or so until | went to Glenochil in 1977.

Edzell Lodge, Newbattle Terrace, Edinburgh

In 1967, when | was about eight years old, apparently to try and get me back in to

" " . . Second Instituti -to b blished lat:
circulation 1 was moved to Edzell Lodge in Edlnburgh.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Ladyfield West Children’s Unit - second visit

| still had behavioural problems because of my[Jjinjury and it was decided that |
should get sent from Edzell Lodge back to Ladyfield West Children’s Unit because it

was a hospital and there | could get treatment. | was in Edzell until_
1968 then went back to Ladyfield West in 1969.

Coming back to Ladyfield just felt like it was coming home. | was happy to be going
there There was always someone there to help me.
Looking back at what went on in Ladyfield West they were just trying to help me. They
had to do what they did to stop me from running away.

Visits

As long as my mum and dad phoned in advance and told them they were coming they
could get in to visit me, but if they turned up unannounced they would get turned away.
| did get some visits from Mr York the psychologist who had something to do with
special education. He may have come to Edzell as well or | went to his office because
they were quite close to each other. | remember my mum being present when | saw

him.
Schooling

There was a big hut at the back of Ladyfield West and that's where we did some school
work. It wasn’t a mainstream school, just for children in Ladyfield. It was for all the kids
like myself. They also assessed you in there too. They would hold up boards with
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photographs of things like of a butterfly and you would have to tell them what it was or
what you thought it was. They threw me out of there because | was out of control. |
didn’'t get much of an education because | wasn't there very often as | ran away all the

time.

Corsbie Hall, Newton Stewart

| left Ladyfield West to go to Corsbie Hall, Newton Stewart in || 1970. | was
moved there because | was classed as a retard and Corsbie Hall was a special school.
The school was for both boys and girls but we never saw the girls much because they
were in a separate part of the building and we only really saw them at meal times or if

they were walking about in the grounds. It was a massive school and was really busy.

Mrs SR \ho was also called || ] IllCorsbie Hall in Newton Stewart
and [ GG R Co1sbic Hall in Fife. He came to

Corsbie Hall at Newton Stewart and that's when things got worse. Mr [gEglljwas one of
the teachers there. According to my records my time at Corsbie Hall was paid by the
education authority through Mr York. He was a psychologist and | saw him during my
time at Corsbie Hall. My first day there was fine but it all changed on day two.

Visits

If my mum was coming to see me she had to phone before she came and tell them that
she was coming, otherwise she would just get sent away. When | was at Corsbie Hall |
didn’t get any visits from the social work or anybody like that.

Pocket money

My mum used to send down pocket money for me but quite often Mrs SN

used to keep it from me and she would tell me it was my punishment for breaking
something.
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Abuse - Corsbie Hall

At Corsbie Hall they used to hit us. They would pull our hair, throw us down the stairs
and lock us in cupboards and they would take all our pocket money off us. It wasn’t just
me. We all got the same treatment. They made us build a tuck shop but we never got
to actually see it. They would show our parents how great this tuck shop was with all
the sweeties lying there. The only time we ever went in there was when we stole the

key and took the sweeties and then we ran away.

When they locked you in a cupboard it was either in a small cupboard or in a big hall
where there were lots of stuffed animals. You would just be put in there on your own. It
had one big window and when it was dark and the car headlights came in, it looked like
the animals came to life and it was scary. It was usually Mrs I who would
put you in there. Sometimes she would pull me by the hair and put me in the big hall or
the cupboard. i Veren't quite as bad but they would put you in the
cupboard or into the hall. Mr [l was handy with the belt and he used to hit
you often.

There was a girl called Jffwho was maybe about fourteen or fifteen. | was very
friendly with her and she told me when we were there that Mrjggslllused to go in to her
room and tamper with her.

What went on In Corsbie Hall | didn'’t really see it as abuse | just thought that this was
part of the punishment for my behaviour. | have always believed that if | did wrong |
deserved to get punished. | often got the belt for misbehaving, carrying on or jumping
on the beds, things like that. Mr [SiaIRsed to whack you on the hand, or | got
hit on the legs quite often or the back of the arms. It was just wherever the belt hit you.
One time Mr EAENlit me with a spade and it left me with a scar on my arm.

When | was at Corsbie Hall in | 1972 1 saw Mrs GRSl tr to drag

somebody down the stairs and she went a bit too far. She let go and the boy fell down
the stairs and whacked his head off an old radiator at the bottom of the stairs. | was

later told he had fractured his skull. We were heading on the minibus to Waverley train
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station on our Christmas break and this boy’s mum saw him with the bandage on his
head and she flipped and she wanted the police and they turned up. A few days later |
was at home and | gave a statement to the police from Newton Stewart about what |
had seen happen to this boy. | also gave a statement about everything else that was
going on in Corsbie Hall. The next thing | knew was that the school had shut down and
| didn't go back there. | was later told by my mum that the IR vere
prosecuted and they got sent to the jail.

Reporting - Corsbie Hall

When | was at Corsbie Hall | told my mum about how | was being treated and | know
lots of other kids told their family but no-one really believed it. When | went to the
children’s panel | told Donald Stirling who was the children’s reporter. | used to get
taken to the children’s panel every so often to get assessed and they would decide
whether | was getting left at Corsbie Hall, getting to go home, or getting moved
somewhere else. The panel were quite shocked by what | was telling them but they
were making me out to be a story teller and that it was all a fantasy in my head. They
didn’t take me seriously. | can’t recall being asked why | was running away.

Balgowan Young Peoples Unit, Dundee

Because we couldn’t go back to Corsbie Hall | was sent to Balgowan because that was
the only place that would take me. My records say that | was at Balgowan for about
nine months.

Schooling

| didn’t go to any outside schooling and only got a little bit, like getting shown pictures
and things like that.
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Liberton Assessment Centre — second visit.
Running away

| ran away from the assessment centre and regularly broke in to houses and stole
things. When | got taken back to the assessment centre there would be more charges
by the police. | was only there for a few weeks and | regularly ran away until eventually
one time when | got taken back they refused to take me back in. Because they refused
| was taken to the police station in the High Street where | spent the weekend and was
taken straight to the children’s panel where under the unruly act | was sent to Saughton
Prison.

Abuse

Mrthe Gym teacher at the assessment centre liked playing around and he got me
to stay behind one time to help him put the gym mats in to the store room where he
shut the door and tampered with me and forced me on to him. He put his hands down
my trousers and was masturbating me and forced me to masturbate him. This
happened twice. Once was that time in the gym and once in the changing room. The
second time was when | was getting my pyjama’s on in the changing room upstairs and
he tried to force himself upon me but | managed to wriggle out and ran into the dorm.
This happened to other people too.

Reporting

| told other staff at the assessment centre what Mr[glaliwas doing; Mr[IEIwho

wes S ' EAN I - o s

B vho was MrEIE s wife. Me and others told all of them but they didn't listen
and just said it didn't happen and it was all in our heads.
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When | was at the children’s panel | told Donald Stirling the reporter about what Mr
had done to me, and | remember he wrote it down. | don’t know if he did anything
after that with the information. | later heard that someone else had made a complaint
about Mrand he had been caught. | think my social worker at that time was Mary

English who worked from the Newtoft Street office.

Saughton Prison

| spent 6 weeks in the untried prison section under the unruly certificate. When | was
there | was told Mrwho by that time had been arrested for abusing somebody

else was in there too.

Geilsland School

| went from there to Geilsland and was there from just over thirteen and a half years old

until | was about sixteen.

They were really strict at Geilsland but it is the first place | had been that | felt they
were trying to help me. They were quick to give you the belt but it was like a holiday
camp and | don’t compare it to any of the other places | had been. Mr Rooney and Mr
took a liking to me and | learned about plumbing. They gave me a weekend’s
leave to go and find a job. | went to a house and | was going there with the intention of
breaking in but the people were in and the next thing | know | asked if they had a job
and they offered me a job as a heating engineer. When | got this job | was finished at
Geilsland.

| would never have run away from Geilsland but sometimes | didn’t go back after | had
been home for the weekend.
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Other Action Taken

| kept in touch with Mr [glllfrom Geilsland and after 1994 | spoke to him and I told
him about the flashbacks | was having and that according to my mum my behaviour
appeared to be changing. He was on holiday but when he got back he sent me a letter
and it detailed where | had been after my [jjjjaccident and that's when | went to a

lawyer.

My lawyers at the time, Robbie Burnett raised an action in 1996 at Edinburgh Sheriff
Court against || ©or v accident. He was strongly advised by
the Sheriff to take the case to the Court of Session. That is when the case was taken
over by Andrew Gibb of Balfour Manson. The case is currently sleeping and it has
been since 1996. Balfour Manson took the action on, then | had to put it to sleep and it
cost me £37. A report came out from the Royal Edinburgh Hospital and | apparently
went in there in 1984 and told them about my accident, Balfour Manson have
abandoned me and | have tried taking it to another lawyer but no one else is interested,
especially because legal aid has been withdrawn. My current lawyer is Mark Thorley of

Thorley Stephenson and the QC is Angela Graham.

| have been back to Ladyfield West about four times trying to get information about
myself. What they did was send all my medical records to Dr Hunter who was my GP
and | went to see him and he has given me my medical records. | couldn’t understand
a lot of what was written in my records. | still had a criminal lawyer, Robbie Burnett, at
that point and he did a lot of enquiry to find out where | had been but eventually
suggested | take out a civil claim against [l  llll for my [illaccident, and he sent
me to a Doctor David Johnstone to do a Psychiatric report on me. His report indicated
that | wouldn’t be where | am now if | hadn’t had the accident.

| have been to the Criminal Case Review Commission and they have said that | have a
case for appealing against my criminal convictions because my defence lawyers were
not aware that | had a -injury as a result of Jjjjiijaccident so they couldn’t try and
get me a shorter sentence. | didn’'t know at that time so | couldn’t tell my lawyers, and
this could have been the reason | was committing crime, instead it was put down to my
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abuse of alcohol. The first | knew that | had been involved in a|illaccident was in
1994.

| used to drink but | didn’t see that | had a drink problem. | did drink for a while after my
dad died but | went off the rails and ended up in jail again so that stopped me from
drinking. | was never dependent on alcohol.

Mr S s still alive and is living down south somewhere. | am not sure about

vrs ST /- ESEll! believe is still alive and is living in [  l ll@ | 2™ not

sure about Mrs Skl MrEkall! was told died in 1991.

Treatment / Support

| saw Dr Rodgers from the time | went in to Ladyfield for the next nine years until | went
in to Glenochil in 1977. He came to see me at various institutions or | went to see him
at Rillbank where he worked from. | have never had to get any medical treatment for

any time | was hit when | was in any of the homes.

| have Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease and currently on oxygen 24/7 and take
anti-depressants along with lots of other medication. | used to go to | which is
the [Jillinjury association but that has stopped and now | only sometimes
communicate with other-injury groups across the world. | find this really helpful.

| used to get counselling from Dr McCabe ||| GGG
_and | had a number of sessions with him, and | benefited a lot

from these. | saw him in the 1990s although he has retired now. | have also seen Dr
Pullan from the Royal Edinburgh Hospital who | first saw in the 1980s. My own GP, Dr
Euan Alexander knows all about my history.

| am getting a counsellor through In Care Survivors Support fund after | have finished
dealing with the Scottish Child Abuse inquiry. This is with somebody in Albany Street,
Edinburgh.
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66. My family know everything about what happened to me in the past. | don’t have any
secrets from them and | think it is better that they know.

Records

67. | have managed to get almost all of my records and they are all contained within the six
volumes of files which are all copies of documents my solicitor and | have. | am happy
to pass these documents if it helps your inquiry. There is some reference about the
abuse that | suffered in these records. In these files there are medical records, Social
enquiry records, records from Geilsland, Ladyfield, Edzell, some for Corsbie Hall, and
children’s panel records. | tried to get records for Corsbie Hall, and think they will be
held by Borders Council. | couldn't find anything for Balgowan. Dundee social work
referred me to Edinburgh social work. There are also all the writs for my civil case

Hopes for the Inquiry

68. | think things are much better now and children in the homes are better protected than
when | was there. People listen to what children say now and action is taken. These
homes were supposed to be looking after me and | know my behaviour was
unpredictable and that | deserved some punishment but | don’t think | deserved what |
got.

69. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence to
the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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