

















& A. My mum had really been involved with him before my

2 sister, and my mum kinda got pressured by him. She

3 would get extra money if she involved my big sister.

4 I think that's how my big sister kinda ended up getting
5 taken even(?) and I was just to sit and wait.

6 Q. And then because of what was happening at home and at

7 school, you, I think, ran away from home and then were
8 ultimately placed in Ladyacre Children's Home?

9 A. Yeah.

,_.
o
0

I think you go on to tell us about that in your

11 statement.
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A.

And then I think at one point you moved from Ladyacre
and you went into foster care?

Yeah. They put me into _ yeah.

And the Inguiry has previously heard evidence that your
time in foster care wasn't really positive either?

No, very short.

And you ended up back in Ladyacre?

Yeah.

Now, when you went back to Ladyacre the second time; do
you recall or remember that you went to Ladyfield East
for school?

Yeah, they said that, erm -- they'd had a meeting.

Dr Powell was in the office with staff and I kinda went
in and seen them, and they said that Dr Powell --
introduced me to him and said that I'd be going to see
Ladyfield East. And I'd be schooled there kinda during
the day and I'd come back and stay at Ladyacre at night.
How did you feel about that?

Nae really great, but I knew they'd have to do something
'cause you have to get to school. So it was a case of:

'"Okay, I'll just have to go with it'.
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aboot, and just -- naebody telling us we couldnae. Erm,

it was freedom.

How often do you think you ran away?

Not a lot.

I didnae really kind of get much out of it.

But if there were kids on the way oot, it was --

especially if it was females, I felt I needed to kinda

-- I worried about them -- I heard things aboot them

getting picked up by lorry drivers and things like that.

It kinda -- I didnae say nothing, but it felt kinda:

okay, I'm going to come here. I had to see what's going

on and make sure everybody's safe and be part of this.

And so part of me kind of run away, but part of me was

kinda: I need to keep an eye on these kids. They don't

know what they're doing.

I felt they were in danger. Secondary Institutions - to be published |

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

So when you were in Ladyfield when you were running

away; did you feel like, if you were running away with

some of the other pupils, you were protecting them,

then?

No there. HNot in there. EErrUlEERRLUEGTITIEESRIRJEELREIC
Secondary Institutions - to be published later ¢
but, in

Ladyfield,

it wasnae -- really much of that going on.

25















10

L3

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

2

22

23

24

25

the abuse at Ladyfield and you say in your statement, at
paragraph 92 and 93, that there was an incident with
a student nurse?
Yeah.
Are you able to give us some more details about that?
Yeah. This guy was a, kind of, student nurse. Hadnae
been there that long. Didnae really know him that well,
this guy. I always thought he looked kinda Spanish
or looked like a pirate. He kinda had a weird eye and
things.
But aye, he was ... he was there. We had to do
a thing in the afternocon. It was like a kinda game or
something, where we were given cards, like who'd be the
best dad, things like that. Who's likely to be this and
who's likely to be that. And things -- just cards and
you were given a card and you've got to decide who you
were handing it to. It was that game we were playing.
And, erm, I don't know how it happened. I just
remember going forward. I don't know whether I was
getting annoyed and maybe went forward angrily or
something, I don't know. But I wasnae going to walk to
him anyway. He was at this side of me and I was talking
to somebody at this side of me and a punch came fae this
angle, right on my beak. And it just stunned me.

That's all I could do. It stunned me. I didn't even
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look at him after he'd done it. I didn't even look

at -- I just kinda looked round aboot at the other staff
and everybody was just acting like nothing had happened,
and I just carried on playing the game.

Sco there was other staff there and they didn't do
anything to help?

Yeah, everybody just kinda went on and carried on as if
nothing had happened. It was the strangest, maist
surreal thing I'd ewver seen in all the time I was there.
I thought: okay.

Back then, there wasnae such a thing as your rights
or anything, or kinda -- staff were allowed to do what
they wanted to do. That's how it seemed, anyway, to us.
There was nae kind of like: if somebody hits you, make
a complaint. I was never told anything that I could
complain. If somebody hit me, I was to accept it. They
were in charge of you. That's how it was back then.
There was nae kinda -- well, in my mind, anyway, that's
how it seemed. You just behave yoursel' or sometimes
bad things happened when naebody's looking. Simple as
that.

Did you feel that even though had hit you in this
situation --
Yeah.

—-- there was nobody that you could turn to or tell about

31
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but they werenae aggressive, abusive in the way of doing

things like that. -ondary Institutions - to be published later
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Yeah, I wouldnae really say they were -- they would

harm people in the way of punching them and stuff like
that, 'cause the kids were quite vulnerable and I think
the staff were kind of mair nurses. And I don't think
they would do that, which is why it was kinda strange
that that guy done that to me. Maybe 'cause he was

a student nurse and he just reacted. Maybe it's
something to do with him. And that's how he felt he had
to deal with it. He wasn't a professional enough yet.

I don't know. It was just strange.

What was weird was I seen him just a few years ago
and that's what kicked it back in. I was walking with
my wee boy past the back of the social work in Dumfries
at the weekend, and I seen in a car park -- there's
a car park at the back of the social work, and this guy
was getting stuff out the back of the car and he was
with his wee boy, and it was him. He was with this wee
boy and I thought: that's that guy.

And I started looking at the wee boy and thinking:
does he hit him? If he doesnae do as he's told; does he
hit him, hit his wee boy?

I started getting these questions in my head, and
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I thought: is he still working in that industry? And:
is he a danger?

And I thought: does anybody care? And -- but all
these things going on in my head and it's like: oh, no,
I don't need to be thinking about all this kind of
stuff.

It brought it back for you when you seen him?
Yeah, yeah, I seen him, and then I see him shortly after

that again, with a woman with blonde hair, and a wee boy

walking doon and passed him and I thought -- and my body
was getting all -- like I say, it takes it's toll on me,
living in Dumfries. I see the past everywhere I go.

Even when I went to work for the befriending project
to help kids. When I came off drugs and everything, and
I got back into work and I done so well, I climbed so

high and got mysel' into a place where I could help

people, Secondary Institutions - to be published later
Secondary Institutions - to be published later
Secondary Institutions - to be p S RESEIES thought: Okay, I'm just

running into the past here. I cannae be here.

Everywhere I go.

They just move the same people aboot. I couldn't
deal with them.
I think you go on and tell us that you, too, were moved

about there. After your stint in Ladyfield, you went to
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Closeburn?

Saco - stitutions - to b ~lished later
Yeah, yeah. Yeah, Secondary Institutions - to be published later

What, 'Jacob', do you think the impact of spending time
in Ladyfield has had on you?
I think probably the fact that I feel mentally ill.
I feel quite anxious in myself and amongst people,
'cause people are normal and I'm not. I'm weird. And
it's hard -- hard to be among folk and act normal and
talk normal 'cause I feel like I'm no wanted there and
I shouldnae be there, and things like that.

It just kinda -- my mind kinda -- and I have to
spend a lot of energy fighting me to do the things that
I need to do. Everything's really hard work, very

taxing. It took its toll. But, yeah, I didnae fit in.

I was never going to fit in and I've -- I tried. And
I've tried everything and it just -- nothing works. And
I reckon it's because I'm not wired right. I don't
know.

I've got my kids. My kids look oot for me and
they've been my companions. You know, I've been in the
hoose. I keep myself in the hoose all the time. My
head's full of Teletubbies.

Now, you go on, 'Jacob', towards the end of your
statement, at page 56, in paragraphs 211 to 213, to tell

us about some of the lessons to be learned from your

35
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whether I made improvements in their opinion.

'At Ladyfield Children's Hospital East, I had
a nurse named Tricia, who was the main person looking
after my care. There was also a psychiatrist called
Edith. I think was a man. There was
also a type of school within the hospital and there were
two teachers there. There were a few other nurses who
came in now and again during my treatment. I can't
recall all the names.

'Initially when I arrived at Ladyfield Children's
Hospital East, I was in a room on my own because
I needed bed rest. At that time, I was not allowed to
talk to any of the other residents. I was then placed
into a room which I shared with two other girls. I am
still friends on Facebook with one of those girls.
There were boys in the hospital as well and they had
their separate rooms. I think there were a maximum of
12 within the hospital. There was a mix of boys and
girls, probably aged between 11 and 18, mainly high
school children. There was another building as part of
Ladyfield Children's Hospital named Ladyfield West and
that housed younger children.

'Although I had my own bed space, there was nowhere
for you to secure any of your own things. When I first

arrived, I was not allowed anything of my own. But, as
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a bath, it was often too hot. I tried to complain and
they thought I was just being fussy. They did not cool
it in any way. They also stood over you to make sure
that you washed your genitals properly. They even
mentioned in the handover reports, read out in front of
everyone, that one day I had not done this to their
satisfaction. I found it really odd about their
fascination of this practice and the need for it to be
included in my notes. The baths were separated by
cubicles and not open-planned.

'Leisure time would involve lots of television.

When we had been there for some time and built
sufficient privileges, we were allowed to go into town
for shopping. Sometimes would bring in
his guitar and we would have a sing along. The
occupational therapy was gquite nice. They always seemed
to be calming. Even when the medication was being
distributed, some of the staff would sing the theme song
from Record Breakers, but changed the wording to
medication.

'I remember about Christmas time we were taken up to
Glasgow to see a pantomime. Another time, shortly
before I left, we were taken to the Forest of Ae for
a week of residential care there. Although I was

allowed to go to the residence there, I was not allowed
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would be made available and I was assessed as being of
"Lennox Castle standard". That offer was not taken up
and I remained at Blairvadach until 1965. That year
an order of transfer was made for me to be housed at
Dunclutha Children's Home, in Dunoon.

'Without the authorities telling my mother, I was
transferred from Blairvadach. My mother was informed
some weeks later. Mr McLeish had his secretary write to
the Chief Superintendent Medical Officer at the hospital
[where his mother was, where 'Peter's' mother was],
Angus MacNiven. I have the original letter to my
mother, which stated that her son had been removed to
Dunclutha against her wishes. It said I was settling
down there, but there would be no visiting rights for
the time being. The following month, my mother was
dead. I didn't find out that she had died until I was
15.

'T was in Dunclutha from 1965 up until 1969, from
the age of 6 to the age of 9. It was very upsetting
when I got to Dunclutha. I was in many places for
a young child, from pillar to post, over a very short
period of time. I was in three different places within
a decade.'

'Peter' then goes on to describe his experiences in

Dunclutha, EEECUEEWRRETTTLERRER-TRJ]H L RE:Y
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Moving on to page 9 and paragraph 33. There he
says: 'The physician came to visit Dunclutha. He was
a local physician, asked to give his opinion. The
decision was made that I would be shipped out to another
institution.

'"The Chief Superintendent of Lennox Castle Hospital
was contacted again. He came to visit. The offer was
on the table again. Initially, I went to Eversley
Children's Home in Pollokshields, in the south side of
Glasgow.'

'Peter' then went to Orchardton Castle, Auchencairn,
Dumfries and Galloway, in 1969, when he was about 10

years old. He goes on to describe his experiences there

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Moving on to page 16, and paragraph 59. On page 16:
'When I was about 12, I was taken by JB Johnston on
two occasions to Lennox Castle Hospital. He was
a cruelty officer based at 73 John Street in Glasgow.
I was still at Orchardton the first time I went to
Lennox Castle Hospital and it was around 1969. The
second weekend was around 1970 or 1971. By that time,
the decision had been made to send me to the Crichton.
I was sent to Lennox Castle for weekends to see how
I would fit in. It was an informal admission. It was

done over two weekends at their discretion. It wasn't
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screaming my head off for my mother. I had flea bites
and the staff just stood pondering as to what the marks
were. I was exasperated and screaming, "they're fucking
flea bites". I was really frightened. Next thing

I knew I was covered in calamine lotion and put in

a hospital bed and that was my introduction to the
place.

'Ladyfield West was mixed gender with about
70 per cent being boys and the oldest being 14 or 15.
There would be about four girls and 12 boys at any one
time. I was probably the youngest.

'There were three or four members of staff who
alternated and there was at least one member of staff on
duty. The women who looked after me were enrolled
nurses. They were lovely women. The more senior
nursing staff were probably registered nurses. The
nurses were in loco parentis and were a motherly
influence. There was none of that from the male staff,
but that was certainly how I saw the female nurses.
Years later I read that that was their remit, though, to
me, it seemed to come natural to them.

'A11 the staff were either enrolled or registered.
Two that I recall were Mary Dalrymple and Betty Cameron

and another I only remember as Morag. There was
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j PQO was a revered man who was
a disciplinarian, who many found scary. I wasn't so
much scared of him as wary. I was a thorn in his side
and I used to deliberately piss him off. All the rest
of the staff were informal, but he always wore a white
doctor's coat with his name badge and he was very proud
of his status. I'm saying this as an adult, but
I'm trying to recall how I saw it as a child.

'In a service tunnel underneath the house was a boot
room. As you came out of it, on the left were the
showers, then the kitchen. One thing [he] used to do
was to shower, but leave the window slightly open so as
he could be seen by those passing. I am sure he did it
deliberately and liked to be watched as he showered.
The window was opagque, but he always left it open by
between six and 12 inches. I used to wonder why he was
doing that and why nobody questioned him. This was
a regular occurrence.

'Some of the other kids commented on being able to
see him in the shower and the girls would giggle when
they saw him. I raised the subject once, but got told
to shut it. I also remember telling Betty Cameron that
I had seen his willy. We had various names for the
Staff s

'One of the things he used to do was in the girls'
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I know that it did have a lot of successes, but not for

me. It credits part of the excellence to
Nonsense, he fiddled with little girls.

'Because the building is listed and part of the
Hannahfield Estate, it is an historically important
building. It has its own website, but a lot of people
use the website to say how bad their time there was,
though that's not the purpose of the site. The hospital
had been in operation since the fifties and one woman on
the website tells us how she had an eating disorder that
they sorted out for her and then she went on to
university. That is marvellous for her, but it wasn't
for me or others.

'Ladyfield was closed in the mid-1990s, but had been
considered a centre of excellence for child psychiatric
needs.'

'Liam' then talks about what happened when he left
Ladyfield. He said he went back to mainstream schooling
without any support. He spoke differently from the
other children. Some of the children recognised him
from his time in primary school and teased him. His
home life was fraught, but his elder brother would look
out for him.

At paragraph 60, on page 10 of his statement, he

talks about the impact that Ladyfield had on him. He

94






















































10

13

12

13

14

15

1e

17

18

19

20

2

22

23

24

25

Are you able to tell us a little bit about them?

Yes, I got on with -- the one that sticks in my mind was
Laura Tait. She was lovely. She was kind of hippy-ish
and she always let you have a cigarette, slyly. She was
good fun. And Vanda, nightshift, she was nice when she
was on.

Is that Vanda, is it?

Vanda Hamilton, yeah.

And do you know if they were all nurses or did they have
other jobs? Do you know?

I don't know if -- they were all just nurses, I think.
They never -- never really took notice of whether they
were nurses or what they were.

You say that they were wearing normal clothes; they
weren't wearing uniforms or anything?

No, normal clothes.

And you also tell us that there were some staff members
who you didn't get on so well with. You tell us about

the people, first of all, that were ,' who was

of Ladyfield East when you were there?
There was a man named [SSNJj and, erm, a woman, [(SN ;

I think she was, but I can't be sure if she was. But
she was always in the office with .

Okay --
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gquarters up at the main hospital.
And why was it that you ran away?
Sometimes we ran away Jjust for -- to get away. Other
times it was to get away from staff.
Which staff were you trying to get away from?
The worst ones.
If we could move over your statement to page 11, at
paragraph 55, you say:

'Ladyfield East was a nightmare. You wouldn't have
put an animal in there.'

Why do you say that?
Because when I done my statement, when I actually
realised the amount of stuff that happened to me and the
lasting effects that I've got to live with right now,
I wouldn't put an animal in there. I would put all the
bad ones in there and leave them there to rot.

Sorry.

You say, I think, aboutperson who was -

Ladyfield East like a nunnery. She was horrific, you
say. What makes you say that's the way that she wanted
B -cvicld East?

Because she used to state sometimes that she was -- she
was always very efficient, wanted everything done her

way and sometimes -- it was twice -- she came in wearing
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a nun's uniform.
Okay. Do you know why she did that?
I don't know. No idea.
You go on in your next statement, you give an example of
being hurt by You say:
'She hurt me quite a lot of times.'
Are you able to tell us how she hurt you?
She once -- well, there was once me and I think it was

- -— am I allowed to mention people's names?

LADY SMITH: Yes, it's not a problem, 'Jane’', if they're

A.

names who aren't to be identified elsewhere, I'll make
sure that everybody is reminded at the end of your
evidence that that can't happen.

Thank you.

LADY SMITH: But I'm sure it's easier for you just to use

the names.

Yeah. Me and-went to the -- we went out the back
fire exit and went to the shop, 'cause there was a wee
corner shop just by the park, 'cause we used to get our
cigarettes there as well. We got chewing gum. It was
like the bubble gum with the tattoo wrappers in it and
I'd licked on and stuck it on, the tattoes. And I think
-done the same and we felt guite -- we felt quite
hard, like, with the tattoos and this kind of thing.

Then we get back and didn't like it. So instead
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of washing it off she used a match box, the cooking
matches, and she took it off with -- what's it called?
The match side --

LADY SMITH: You mean the rough side that's a bit like
sandpaper?

A. Yes, and it started to bleed.

LADY SMITH: Or a nail file or emery board that you might
use?

A. Yeah. She used the rough side of the --

LADY SMITH: Are you saying she used that directly on your
skin?

A. Yeah, she did, because it started to bleed.

MS INNES: You tell us, 'Jane', at paragraph 58 of your
statement, that there was another occasion when -- or it

may have been on the same occasion, about the tattoos

that you're speaking of, that &l punched you in the
stomach?

A. Yeah, she grabbed me by the hood. I had a -- it must
have been a hoodie or something, and she grabbed me by
the hood and she hit me. I fell to the ground and
she -- I don't know whether she kicked me or hit me.

I can't remember. She got me in the stomach anyway, it
was —-- 'cause it made me feel -- I remember it made me

feel sick.

Q. At paragraph 61, you say that you never told anyone what
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happened with her; why were you not able to tell anyone

what had done?

Because you never -- you always seen with.
Andwas just as mouthy and just as nasty as

So if you told it would go to
KCM . You used to get scared that it was going te go
to and you had no -- I had no faith in -- sorry,
I can't speak for everybody, but I had no faith in the
doctors, you had no -- and I couldn't contact my dad,
80 . e

You mentioned there that was nasty; what sort of
things did he do?

He was just -- a very nasty manner. People used to say
about what he'd done to them, but for me it was a nasty,
abrupt manner. He didn't really want to know anything.
It was like he was just there for the money and that was
% o3

You refer to him at paragraph 62 of your statement, and
also another staff member called and you say that
'"they were the most sexual with the male and female in
the unit'?

Yeah.

We'll come on toin a moment. But just in relation
to what do you mean by him being sexual with

people in the unit?
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We all talked to each other, so we all knew there was --
what was happening with certain people. Other people
didn't talk, but we talked to each other, the kids in
the unit.

Okay.

And some would say out loud things that had happened or
they'd be shouting at them and you just kind of knew
what was going on.

But what you have just said is that didn't behave
in this way to you. He was nasty to you, but he didn't
behave in a sexual manner towards you; is that right?
Yes, that's right.

Now, in the next paragraph you go on to talk about some
incidents with [N&e] and you say that you were sexually
and physically abused by him; is that right?

Yes.

Are you able to tell us a bit more about that? If you
don't want to talk about it, it is in your statement.
But, if you want to say anything more about what
happened, please do.

——was my key worker. That's who looked after
my care. And he was -- there's no words to describe
him.

You tell us, at paragraph 63, that he raped you and you

also say that he used to cut you; did that also happen?
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Yeah. and him done it at one point. I had cuts

on my arms 'cause I hadn't self-harmed for a while.
They'd cut my arms and made it look like it was
self-harm, and Dr Powell wasn't interested in anything
that I had to say.

Did you try to talk to Dr Powell about that?

He spoke to me -- he spoke to me about it. I remember
him asking about it, and then I went to answer and he
just walked away. He just shrugged off. It was like he
had asked, but not waited for an answer.

And then you say that you also had cigarette burns on
your arms; how did you get them?

Sometimes that was (S} sometimes it was myself.
Sometimes it was staff, sometimes it was myself.

When would do this to you?

You always got a one-to-one. It was once a week or
twice a week, whatever your key worker thought, and you
were alone with them. You were on your own.

Did anybody notice that you had cigarette burns on your
arms?

I cannae remember. I cannae remember being asked about
it or anything.

Now, at paragraph 65, you say that you would be locked
in an activity hut; can you tell us a bit more about

that?
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was a timescale on me being missing to the time they
phoned the police. And they used to get me out the hut
in time for my dad not to be -- not to phone the police.
How often did this happen? Can you remember?

He'd come down every second or third weekend. Three
times, three or four times. And then he stopped coming
down because he was told that I wanted to be in left in
care and not in his care. He stopped coming down.

Was that true, that you didn't want to go and see him
again?

I don't remember it being true, 'cause I wanted back to
see my dad. But I do remember, as well, being angry
'cause he didn't save me and he kept me in there.

Going back to your statement, on page 12 and

paragraph 65, you talk about being taken to this hut and
you say that would bend your hand back and put
your arm behind your back. It was like a restraint
technique, you either walked with him or it was sore?
Yeah.

And did this happen when you were being taken to the hut
or did it happen at other times?

Sometimes it would happen when you were taken to the
hut. Sometimes I just went on my own because I knew --
I think maybe the first time, I went of my own accord,

not realising what was happening. I can't remember
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whether it was the first or whether it was the last
that -- I can't remember.

There was times I went willingly. I can't remember
whether that was when I didn't know what was happening
or whether it was through the fear that -- sometimes,
when they opened the hut doors to get me back out,

I remember I did try and punch them. I did get wviolent
with themn.

When you did that; did they try and restrain you?

Yeah, they bent your arm -- your hand back and put your
arm up your back and put their arm over your neck to
hold you down and I walked in hunched over.

You walked in hunched over?

Yeah.

If we can move on over the page, please, to page 13 and
paragraph 71, you talk about the end or towards the end
of your time at Ladyfield. And I think that you had
taken _one night; is that right?

Yeah, we'd been given them. I kept saying I didn't want
to be there and I didn't want to be alive, and I got

a _thrown at me by and

I took them all.

And you say that you ended up in hospital; was that
still in the Crichton or was it -- were you taken to

another hospital? Do you know?
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what happened to you in Ladyfield is?

The impact is, basically, I was diagnosed with

a personality disorder, just due to the self-harming and
different things, which I don't think I should have been
diagnosed with, and that plays a bad part in -- of the
health system. Not many people believe what you say or
things like that. But I also got major trust issues.

I don't trust anybody very well.

Sometimes I can -- like, where I am just now, in the
care home that I'm in, like, I've never seemed to leave
the system. I've always been in it. The care home
I'm in just now, there was a male worker who is
identical to He looked like him and I just --

I couldn't take to him. I just -- any time he came near
me, I just -- I just wanted to punch him and I'd just
get violent -- violent thoughts.

Then I ended up in hospital after being not cared
for by Enable. That was a company I was getting looked
after by. I ended up in hospital. They thought it was
a stroke again. It was a stroke in 2012. They thought
I'd had another one. They couldn't really tell because
I lay on the floor for nine hours before I got help.

The neurologist diagnosed me with FND and he said
that basically comes from the childhood trauma of what's

happened in my childhood. So walking and sometimes
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afternoon, which Ms McMillan will deal with.

LADY SMITH: Just before we turn to that, before I forget,
we did use names of some individuals who are covered by
my General Restriction Order, whose identities are
covered by that. That was ,
somebody called who was a member of staff, and
a person called - who was a friend of the
witnesses when they were both in care together. None of
them can be identified as having been named in our
evidence outside this room.

So now, a read-in. I'll call on Ms McMillan's
services again.

MS MCMILLAN: This is the statement of an applicant who is
anonymous. She will be known as 'Rosie'.

The reference for 'Rosie's' statement is
WIT.001.001.7480.
LADY SMITH: Thank you.
'Rosie' (read)

MS MCMILLAN: Records show, my Lady, that 'Rosie' was
admitted to the Royal Scottish National Hospital in [}
of 1964 and that she was discharged in-of 1973.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS MCMILLAN: 'Rosie' was born in 1960. 1In her statement,
at paragraphs 2 and 3, she talks about life before going

into care. She lived with her parents and older
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