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that he left to go to mainstream schooling when he was
in his third year.

Records that we've been able to obtain show that he
went to Melville House in-1983, aged 12, and he left
in-1985, aged 13, nearly 14.

'"Phil' was born in 1971. He lived in East Weymss
and was the eldest of four boys. In his statement,
'"Phil' tells us that he was 9 years old when he was put
into the care system. He got into trouble with the
police and was sent to a List D school called

The Dale School, which was in Arbroath.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later )
'Phil' says he

left school because, as far as he was aware, it was
closing down.

'"Phil' then talks about how he was placed in
Melville House and his experience there. Beginning at
paragraph 33, on page 7, he says:

'When I went home, I went to Coaltown of Wemyss
school. I was sent there rather than to my old primary
school because they thought that I would have been
abused by the other kids at my old school as they would
all have known I had been in The Dale School.

'"Whilst still in primary, I smashed a bus window and

got put back into List D school by the panel. They sent
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me to Melville House which was Jjust outside Cupar.

'Melville House was an amazing place and I was there
for about two-and-a-half years. There was no education
as such, but the main thing was that there was no sexual
abuse. They took us fishing and canoeing almost every
week and there was lots of hillwalking. It was council
run.

'There were about 40 boys there, all aged between
about 12 and 18. It was a children's home that was
a big private mansion. It had a full-size football
pitch, with a river and a forest nearby. It was
three men, who I think had all previously been Welsh
monks and who dressed casually.

'There were loads of other staff as well. We didn't
wear uniforms.

'There were four to five boys in each dorm. We
would get up, wash, then have breakfast and go to
school. There would be meetings in a big hall then back
to school. After school, we would have tea then you
could play games until bedtime. In the evenings, the
boys could play pool or table games, football or go for
a run.

'"There was a room where you could watch TV and there
were also plenty of books to read.

'There were plenty of showers and baths and you
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came in and told me to tidy away all the games. I told
her I hadn't been playing with them and she grabbed me
and dragged me across the chair. I hit my head off the
radiator and was so annoyed that I lashed out at her and
punched her in the face which immediately caused her eye
to swell out.

'The next day I was outside when [one of the men
grabbed me. He then battered my head off
the minibus a few times. I wasn't injured. I want to
add though that I thought that man was brilliant to me
during my time there. I remember he used to always let
me walk his dog.

'Because of this, I ran away with two or three
others to Glenrothes. The next day the rest went
shoplifting but I just handed myself into the police.

I got taken back to the home but there were no
repercussions for having run away.

'Halfway through second year, the headmaster of
Buckhaven Secondary School used me as a guinea pig to
try and get me out of care and into mainstream. I went
between the two places for about six months then in
third year I went to Buckhaven full-time. That was me
out of the care system.

'TI left school before I turned 16 and I lived at

home till I was 18.°"
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then if you're just not bothered? That was the attitude
I took.

And then you go on to talk about the people who were RS

SNR at that time and you say that you loved both N
Yeah.

Why was that?

Because they were approachable. They were like us, like
grandad, you know, they were, like, kinda right old
gentlemen, but they were also, they were approachable,
you know, and I don't know, they just made you feel part
of a family, if that makes sense, you know, they were
really easy to get on with, and they were
disciplinarian, don't get me wrong, but that's what

I liked about them, like my da, like my own family.

They were -- you knew where you stood with them,
basically. But they also -- to approach them, you know,
they were open arms, you know, that sort of -- it's hard

to explain, but they were easy to approach but at the
same time, don't mess with them, if that makes sense.
So if you felt you had an issue perhaps in the house,
would you be able to go and speak to them about it?
No.

Why not?

You had to go through the -- you had to go through

31
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Q.

A.

like -- depends what senior was on at the time, you'd
have to go through the protocol or, you know -- but
first of all you'd --

Do you --

Sorry.

LADY SMITH: No, no, carry on.

MS MCMILLAN: Sorry, that was me talking over you.

A.

You'd have to ask for a -- like, depends who you've got
an issue with, an RSW, a residential social worker and
if -- if you were there, you'd ask them and if they
couldn't solve it then they would, you know, refer it to
whoever and then -- stupid like, but that's how it
worked.

So you would have to go through other people and then
they would take it forward for you?

Yes. Yeah, like a ladder, yeah.

How frequent would you say your interactions were with
We'd meet them -- well, as a whole, you would meet them
twice a day. We'd have meetings, er, you'd have

a meeting at 10.30 in the morning. That would be the
whole, the whole home -- that was to discuss certain
things, vou know, like the previous night and that with
-- you know, and then you'd have one round just before

tea time. Similar, how the day went.

32
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against Mr Christie are likely to be true. And, as

I said earlier, in fairness to the council, they, at the

time that was written, were not aware of the additional

material that the Inguiry has.

'Peter' was at Playfield from _ 1971 until
- 1975. The council advised that he then stayed

briefly with a foster carer for a short break until he
was admitted to Linwood Hall on -1975.

He was visited by the man Linwood Hall.
'Peter' describes him as an ex-army man. He took
'"Peter' out in his Ranger Rover for food and told him
that he had made a good impression and that 'Peter'
should go to his school. Shortly thereafter, 'Peter'
was taken to Linwood Hall.

So moving to page 26 and paragraph 201:

'I was almost 12 years old when I went to

Linwood Hall. Mrs Kidd drove me there and [EAIS

SNR | met us when we arrived.

'It was a huge, old building with big grounds.
There was a big wall around it with three different

entrances. There was a beautiful summer house, an

aviary and about four ponds with big fish in them. They

also grew their own fruit and vegetables there. It was

really nice.

'After Mrs Kidd left, showed me
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around the place. The big dining hall was on the ground
floor. There were big stairs going up and a corridor
going off it, which led to an outbuilding and the boys'
dormitories were on each side of a corridor. There were
four boys in each room and they had their own beds.

' told me I wasn't allowed to go
upstairs, because that's where the girls were.

'He told me how the place was run and how he liked
things. He told me he didn't want any swearing or
fighting, and to stick in at school. He told me kids
got rewarded for doing well at school and not getting in
trouble. I was told that there would be outings where
kids would get taken out on trips.

'"There were about 25 boys there and less girls. The
age range was from about 11 years old up to about 16 or
17 years old. I think I was the youngest there.

'There were about four boys who were about 16- and
17-year-old and they had their own dormitory.'

He then refers to various staff members, including
David Murphy.
refers to another staff member staying overnight but
other staff members being day staff who would sometimes
be there at night:

'I was put into a dormitory with boys who were about
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SNR

schoolwork. I also told her that I couldn't handle how
they were just sending me here, there and everywhere at
the weekends.

'She could see that I needed some stability and
eventually found me somewhere else to go after I'd been
in Linwood for ten months.

'The classes were small in Linwood Hall and were in
the same building as everything else.

'Some teachers came in from outside but some of the
staff taught as well.

'I was too far behind in my education. I was slow
and wasn't able to keep up. The teachers would tell ElS

that I was too far behind with my schoolwork.
'I got some sex education at Linwood Hall. I had to
get an operation on my testicles because [a staff
member] had twisted them two years earlier when I was in
Playfield Children's Unit. I was having some problems
and a lot of pain so I went to Victoria Hospital for
that.

'I started self-harming when I was in Linwood.

I hated a lot of things in my life. I saw my life as
having a lot of hatred and the love was only small.

'"There were some trips out in the vans that were
fun.

'There were two vans that went out usually with two
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night with torches to see deer and once to a caravan
park.

'The trips out were usually through the week and
sometimes at the weekend when everybody was there.

'T never went on any holidays.

'Linwood shut down every second weekend. All the
boys went home to their families and I had to go to
other children's homes or foster parents because I had
no family to go to.

'I was being put into these situations in other
homes where I was Jjust dumped and I didn't know the
rules. That could lead to issues with boys in other
homes and then the home would complain to Linwood staff
and I would get battered when I came back to Linwood for
being bad.

'TI went to stay with [a couple] in a house in
Arrochar twice. And also with another couple. I went
to Martha Frew Children's Home, St David's Children's

Home and Rimbleton Children's Home in Glenrothes.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

'When I went to stay with [the couple in Arrochar],
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'David Murphy was a stickler for anti-smoking so if
he caught you smoking, he would pull you hard by the ear
or punish you by not giving you pocket money.

'If you had an argument with a boy and couldn't sort

it out, you would be made to stand outside [
’S] office. ] would come and

get you and tell you to get outside on the grass and
fight it out. There were rules that you weren't allowed
to bite, pull hair or kick. [He] would stand and watch
you fight.

'The fight would only be over when somebody gave up.
Boys would get really hurt and could be bleeding in the
fight. That happened to me. I was beaten up and had
a burst lip and a black eye. My ears were ringing for
days after being hit over the head.

'I also beat up other boys when told to fight.

I'm not proud of it but I had to do it and stick up for
myself. I don't remember the names of the boys I
fought.

'If you were really hurt, the member of staff would
patch you up. Other staff knew how the injuries
happened. Everybody there knew that was how
SNR sorted things out between the boys. I think
that was a method that the army used.

'That happened to me three times. The first time

Sl
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SNR

the boy sat down outside [ 's] office and

said he wouldn't fight. punished him
by putting him on report.

'T went to this foster family one weekend. One
night when I was there, I was watching football with
[the husband] and the son. After it finished, he sent
his laddie to bed and told me I would be sleeping in
with him. I told him I wasn't and went to sleep in his
laddie's room.

'When I got back to Linwood Hall on Sunday, I was
hauled out of my bed at some Godforsaken hour by one of
the staff. I was dragged and banged through three swing
doors and into the staff sitting room.

'"This staff member had long dark hair, big glasses
and was a big guy, about six foot six inches with
a really big build.

'"When he dragged me into the staff sitting room,
David Murphy and two other staff members were there too.
They told me I was on report for a week which meant that
I had to go to bed at 7 pm, wouldn't get my pocket money
and wasn't allowed out.

'T asked what for and they said I had disocbeyed
an order. I think that was because I had not done what
[the foster carer] had told me to do and he'd complained

about me.'
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'There were only a few members of staff that I can
remember [my son] talking about. There was
SNR of the school. The other staff he named was
the handyman bus driver. All the kids used to call him
"Uncle Roger”.

'"The last one of the staff we knew was a teacher
there. He used to be a teacher in the unit before he
transferred to Ovenstone. He seemed to have spent
a career working with wvulnerable children and was also
involved in coaching children with _
I believe he was taken to court last year for serious
offences involving some of those children. Part of the
letter said if he was in the company of anyone under the
age of 16, he was to tell them and any adult present the
nature of the charges he was facing. I knew this
teacher from school as we were there at the same time.
I also played football with him at the Boys' Brigade.
His children were in the same classes as my oldest two.

'I remember some of the other kids who were in
Ovenstone at the same time as [my son]. There was
a girl who was trying to make people aware of the abuse
that was going on within the school. She says she will
not be giving up her efforts to tell everyone about the
things she and others suffered. I am not sure how many

boys and girls were in Ovenstone. The only ones we
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really saw were the kids that shared the minibus to and
from the home.

'[My son] told us that he slept in a dormitory
during his time in Ovenstone. He told us there were
times when he was moved to a separate room but I can't
remember why he was being moved there. Also in the
dormitory at that time were [three other boys].

'Food was never really discussed but he always ate
what was put in front of him. He was a good eater and
was never hungry when he came home at weekends.

'I do not remember there being a school uniform at
Ovenstone. We did have to supply four sets of clothing
for him. Although they did not provide any clothing,
they did have arrangements in place for laundry.
Although there was no sports day, he must have been
doing some gym classes as we also had to buy black gym
shoes for him.

'[My son] did tell us that there were trips outside,
one of which they went to an army training camp, which
he really liked. He was also taken to the local
swimming baths for lessons.

'T am not sure of any of the other staff members of
the school other than the other
teacher] and Roger. There were never any parents'

nights that you would expect if he was at a local
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'One of the times when [my son] was being dropped
off by Roger, there were some toys on the steps of the
house. Roger thought that they belonged to [him] and
was shouting at him to pick them up. When we tried to
explain that they were his brother's and he was playing
with them, Roger never apologised to [my son] for
shouting at him. I heard the shouting and went out to
confront Roger but he ran back to the minibus.

'"The school were very reluctant to have us visiting
at the home. There was one time I was having to see

SNR at the school] as he had hit [my son]
with a sandshoe on the bare backside. I tried to speak
to him about it. He was not available at the time but
I was telling [my son] to tell me to buy a set of boxing
gloves. I went to the school and told him he did not
need a boxing ring and if he came out of the school, we
could sort it out. He threatened to get the police on
to me.

'I remember one bonfire night we were at the school.
There was only my wife and I standing with [our son] as
the fireworks were on. None of the other parents or
teachers spoke with us. If I remember correctly, the
way we found out about it was a letter was sent with
[our son] when he was on home leave the previous week.

'One of the worst things [my son] told us about his
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time in Ovenstone involved [a teacher]. He described
how [the teacher] had sent him to his bed early one
night. [The teacher] went to the room where [my son]
was alone and used a poeol cue to hit him on the legs.

As though that was not enough, he then pushed the end of
the pool cue into his back passage. We did not find out
about this until he was an adult.

'Another punishment [this teacher] used was when he
was in the classroom. If [my son] or any of the boys
had been upsetting him for whatever reason, he would
grab them by the back of the head and bounce his head
off the desk. As well as this, there were times when he
would have the kids place their hands on the open desk
and slam the lid down on to their hands.

'"There was another method of abuse where [this
teacher] would poke his fingers into [my son's]
forehead, making him bend his neck and head back. [The
teacher] was making him look in the eye and he would
shout at [my son] at the top of his voice.

'At the time [my son] was at Ovenstone there were no
reports made to anyone as the abuse involved
, a teacher and another member of staff and
there was no one we felt could help.'

'Rab' then goes on to tell us after Ovenstone, his

son attended Viewforth House in Kirkcaldy, but he had
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on a Wednesday to Ovenstone.

And then you tell us that it was a residential home and,
when you got there with your social worker, can you
remember your, sort of, first impressions of the place?
I mind we were -- the bit where you drive down you've
got to -- the dorm, that's the dorm there and you pass
a big grey dorm there and you've got the two classrooms
there, ken, next to the dorms and then you've got the
entrance, so when you're driving in, because it's like
a country road and you're -- just outside Pittenweem and
you drive in and mind you would be driving in and it's
just like -- it just looked like eerie.

I mind -- I remember shaking, kind of, my nerves. I
mind shaking coming out the car, but they actually had
a hold of me. Mr McKenzie had a hold of me when I come
out the car. He must have thought I was going to just
run.

Right.

And did he take you into the school part or --

No, because he took me into the office, ken, the office
as you walk up the stairs, a couple -- a few stairs and

you walk through the door and then the office is on the

right. And that's where I first met Mr
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And what was your first impression of him, can you
remember?
I didn't like him, eh. He was a scary man, eh.
And can you remember anything about the conversation
that you had with him, that first time?
He spoke. But it was the way he spoke. He was a big
man. He was -- I mean, to me he was like a big giant,
kind of. I think he was just over six foot tall and he
was kind of built like that, a big man.
And after you met , were you taken to
a dormitory?
We got to -- we went to the dining room first. We went
in there. I think I had a drink of water and I was
asked if I was hungry and that and there was a cook --
they had a cook there, Aunt Bunty, they called her, eh,
she was fae Crail. She was a large woman. She was fae
Crail, but she did all the cooking. Aunt Bunty they
called her, aye. I remember that just in there.

Then there was like -- I couldnae hear anything, eh.
Not much -- not much was going in, because my head was
just pure -- buzzing, kind of, like. I could not really
take anything in, kind of -- it doesn't matter what was
said to me, kind of, like, it was like lip service,
somebody's lips are open, was talking and I remember

just my head buzzing all the time.
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So, sorry, he was saying to you, 'Don't go there' or you
were saying --

No, he told me, he says 'Make sure you don't go to
Linwood Hall.' Because there was talks between
and Mr McKenzie about putting me in

Linwood Hall, you know, and I said I didn't want to go.
I just wanted to stay where I was.

So Mr McKenzie, your social worker, and
were talking about sending you to Linwood at some point?
Aye.

So you tell us at paragraph 49 of your statement, that
there were -- there was a girls' dorm and a boys' dorm?
Yes.

So were all the boys in one room together or were they
split up?

No, the boys in one dorm. There was four dorms all
together. Two dorms there and two other dorms there, and
there was girls on that side and boys on that side, but
they used to change the dorms about, ken, every so
often. So what they would do is they'd put the girls
into that dorm and the boys back into that dorm so they
used to swap about, ken, put the girls in different
dorms or, ken, vice versa.

And how many boys were in the room you were in?

It varied because it was bun beds -- ken, kind of like

L1
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No. If you behaved the staff would, ken, right, you've
had, ken, a good day, you can go in there and you can go
and play records now. But I did get in but I Jjust --
then I got hauled back out again. Cause I was like,
ken, showing off, jumping about -- because there was

a wee square window either side with a square window and
the staff would be standing and keeping an eye on you
and I'd be jumping about, just acting up and they would
come in and haul me out and I wouldn't get back in.

So when you were there was a wee square window, was that
for the staff to be able to see into the room?

Aye. Because you were never allowed -- you were never
allowed to be on your own.

Okay.

There was always staff about. To make sure you weren't
getting up to anything or whatever.

Now, we'll come back to issues in relation to Mrs

IAL in a moment, but if we can look on to page 12
in your statement, to what you say at paragraph 52. You
talk about the routine. You would get up in the
morning, get washed and put your uniform on. So this
would be a school uniform, I assume?

Aye.

And you then had breakfast?

Aye.

118



10

13

12

13

14

15

1e

17

18

19

20

2

22

23

24

25

And then you would go to school and you say, at
paragraph 53. Was the school in the same building or
was it in a different building from where the dorms
were?

No, different -- when you actually come into -- in the
grounds, that's the first thing -- ken, there's two
classrooms. It's like two big Portakabins and the first
Portakabin was Mrs 's class and then the second
one was Mr Munro's class.

Okay. And how -- do you know how you were divided
between these two classes? Was one for, you know,

a certain age of children?

I think -- so when I look back now, ken, there was all
the good boys that Mrs had, eh, and the ones
that Mrs didnae have much time for, because
they were the good boys, and they got all -- ken, Mrs

IAL always treated them, so -- and the other kids,
they -- I just got that vibe when I first met her anyway
and I just -- I didn't -- I just -- I never even spoke
to her, eh, but I just picked up that she was just

an evil woman and then I was in Mr Munro's class.

LADY SMITH: Tommy, you remember that we have got

a stenography system that's transcribing all the
evidence at the time.

Aye.
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Q.

used to shout at me, ken, like, ken, just called me
stupid or whatever, ken, man, but I couldnae take
nothing in. I couldnae take anything in. I wasnae --
it's not the fact I wasnae listening, eh, it was Jjust
like I just didnae understand and they didnae get this,
ken, like. They thought, ken, like, he's not paying
attention or anything, ken, but I was just like -- when
I look back now it was, like, it was a different
language and I just didnae understand that language,
that they were, ken, saying.

It wasnae getting in. It wasnae getting through,
when I look back now.
So did the teachers not, or Mr Munro not sit down with
you on a one-to-one and try and work out what was going
on or help you learn?
No. They used to just shout, just shout at you and just

threaten you and everything. They threatened you with,

'You're going to ' or 'You're going to see

‘ and the only reason you went to see
was to get the size ten slipper, was to get

punished. That was the only reason you went to see SR

You talk about at -- just going back to

page 11 and paragraph 50, so you've talked about

before, about your first meeting with him and
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of the pain and this is what -- I got the mair -- kinda
got mair angry and Mr used to get angry,
because I just smirked. I just kinda -- I smirked, ken,
like. You've taken everything else but you'll no be
getting this. I never cried -- I never cried, man.

Do you think what he was doing would have changed 1f you
had cried?

No. It was like, even when I was in Rossie, ken, like,
when you got the school belt on the backside, ken, staff
wanted to see you cry, eh, and you just wouldnae give
them that -- you wouldnae give them that pleasure, ken,
man. So I just built up that resilience and even when I
was in Ovenstone, it didnae matter what they done, ken,
I still wasnae giving in, eh.

Now, if we go back to page 12 and paragraph 54, you talk
about some things that happened at a tea time, and you
say that you used to have afternoon tea at 3 o'clock in
the afternoon. Would that be at the end of the school
day?

Aye, aye, aye. Erm, we used to go up to the dining
room, eh, and I seen a bit there, I just remembered,

I hate scones. I hate scones. I, ken like -- I detest
them. Just horrible, just horrible. See when I see
them in a shop, they're just horrible looking things,

ken, like. I hate raisins, eh. I don't eat anything
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with raisins in.

And that was ever since then, ken, like, 'cause
you're sitting at the dining table and, ken, like, the
table of four, eh, and I was kind of a wee bit ill, ken.
I was white and everything and I wasnae feeling too
good, but the scones was thick with butter, man, and
there was jam on top, eh, and I couldn't eat --

I just -- I couldn't -- I hated it, man.

And the staff member come out and I was actually
being sick and they were ramming this scone doon my
face, man, doon my mouth and I was actually being sick.
And obviously the sick went over me and over the table.
Then the staff grabbed me by the hair and hauled me oot.
Hauled me out the dining room, shouting. Because
's office is there and getting hauled oot and
I got taken out to the dorm. Aye, I hate scones. I
detest them, man, yuck.

When they took you to the dorm, what happened then,
after this?

I got made to strip down and get into pyjamas and in
bed.

Were you in bed for the rest of the day, can you
remember?

Aye.

And was there a staff member with you or not?
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Aye. The staff was at the door: there was always staff
there. There was always staff. It didn't matter where
you were, there was always staff wi' you all the time.
You say in this paragraph that you got the slipper for
this from for not telling them that you
were going to be sick?

Aye, just like -- 'cause I mind them coming over, eh,
ken, like, and I mind 'em shouting at me, eh, and

I tried to tell them that I was feeling -- I wasnae
feeling too -- that I was 1l1l1. I felt ill. But it
didnae matter anyway, ken, like. They tried to say
that -- the staff are saying that I done this
deliberately so I wouldnae have to eat but I was
actually -- ken, like, when I was sitting there with the
other wee boys and the girls, I was actually being sick,
ken. I couldnae keep nothing doon. As I was actually
vomiting then, it was the staff member picked the scone
up and tried to ram it in my mouth.

Now, if we can go over the page, please, to

paragraph 55, you tell us about an incident that
happened in which you were made to strip off all your
clothes?

Aye.

Are you able to tell us about that?

Aye. It was that bit in the classroom, aye. So, I got
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dressed, had breakfast and that and then went to -- in
the morning, Mr had a guitar and he was --
ken, like, all the two classes were together and we
just, ken, we were sitting on our bums, ken, and the
teachers are there. Usually Mrwould sing
songs, 'Kumbaya, my Lord' and all kind of that stuff,

ken man, you're just sitting there listening, ken.

Then Mr called me up, so I went up and

I was -- he was actually sitting with his guitar and his

arm resting and then he was shouting me up in front of

all -- ken, in front of the two classrooms and all the
staff were just standing. Mrswas over there

at a table and then I was made to stand there, eh, and
Mr says: right, I'll show you how -- it was
just to degrade me in front of everybody.

He would shout at me to take my school uniform off.
I was down to my pants and he told me to take my pants
off. I was standing there, eh, and I had to stand with
my hands 'cause I went like that (indicating) and he
said: no, stand there, like that. And it was like that,
but it felt like forever, ken. I was standing there
bollock naked in front of the other boys and girls, ken,
like, and all the staff.

Then I got told to get dressed.

And then you say that you also got the slipper later on
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naked in a wee classroom and that, and I seen the two of
police looking at themselves. After I gave my
statement, ken, like, one of them said to me, on the way
out: 'See what you've just said, it's just corroborated
with evidence that we've had off other survivors that
has been in. They've never said -- they didn't know
your name, but they knew that, ken, the wee boy and you
were the wee boy that got stripped naked', eh, so it
just corroborated with the evidence that I gave.

At paragraph 56, you mention that Mr had two
Afghan hound dogs?

Aye.

And you say that you took them out for a walk on

an occasion?

Aye.

Was that something that pupils were allowed to do?

Aye. What they were trying -- ken, 'cause I was --

I was guite misbehaving all the time, ken, like. I was
showing off and I think they were trying to, ken, like,
I think as a reward, take the dog out but I didn't see
it as a reward, kinda like, 'Take your ain dogs oot',
ken, man, but I did let one of the dogs off the lead.
They were Afghan hounds, ken, but one of the dogs run
away and they never found him again. So he didnae like

-- he hated me, eh. He hated me, eh.
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enlarging our understanding and enlightening us as to
how you see things now after the experiences you've had,
which were varied and very challenging. I can see that.
Please feel free to go, but remember you go with my
grateful thanks.
A. Thank you.
(The witness withdrew).
LADY SMITH: I will rise now for a short break, but before
I do that, we have used one name in the course of
Tommy's evidence of somebody whose identity is protected
by my General Restriction Order. It was Mr
and he's not to be referred to as being mentioned in our
evidence or identified outside this room.
Thank you very much.
(2.59 pm)
(A short break)
(3.09 pm)
LADY SMITH: HNow, Ms McMillan, where are we going next?
MS MCMILLAN: Thank you, my Lady.
I think at this point we're going to do another
read-in.
This is for the witness who is known by the name
'Gary'.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.
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that I do remember were Joy and Vivien. I can't
remember their last names but they were on the care
staff. There was a and a maths teacher.
There were two women called Anne, an English teacher
called Margaret Smith and a child psychologist attached
to Ovenstone. I didn't have anything to do with Jim
from Playfield House when I was there.

'When I was Ovenstone I was gliven a dyslexia-type
test. When Margaret Smith saw the results she was
furious that they'd allowed me to be treated like I had
been. The test showed that my reading was at primary
one level. She wasn't surprised that it was recorded at
Dunearn that I was disruptive and she said that this was
me trying to have things explained to me. She helped me
a lot. She told me that she wasn't able to record that
I had autism and put me down as having learning
difficulties. She said that was all she was allowed to
do and anything else would have been labelling and
discrimination.

'"There was another social worker, whose name I can't
remember, who dealt with me at Ovenstone. He believed
me that my adopted father was abusive and he tried to
tell this to the other social workers but they didn't
believe him. He retired when I was at Ovenstone. He

told me that he'd been trying his best for me but no one
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