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that.

MS INNES: Exactly, my Lady. He then goes on to refer to

SNR-GBB and his wife who also worked there. She

was also a teacher and the other teacher in the school
was called Grant Munro. And that's similar or the same
as we heard yesterday from an applicant who gave
evidence:

'There were two other staff members in our wing who
looked after us. The first was called Aunt Miriam. She
stayed in Lundin Links. I remember being taken to her
house a few times. I can't remember anything happening
there. There was another houseparent who stayed near
the school.

'One Monday everybody was acting weird about me.
I was put in a car with my mum and social worker. I was
taken to Ovenstone. I was taken into one wing of the
place. I think my mum was taken into the other.
I thought I was going to get taken home after that.
However, that was it. I was left. That was me in
there. I didn't see my mum again until the following
weekend. I was then taken to the wing I would be
staying in. I was shown where my bed was and where
I would be staying.

'It was the same routine every day. You would get

up at 7.30 or something like that. You would then make
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eat it then, you would get it for the following meal and

50 On.

'I didn't like

boiled potatoes. SNR-GBB

made sure that I would get them the following meal if

I didn't eat them.

One time the stuff had been lying

for two days. I refused to eat it. I was trying to

hide it in my pockets. caught me. He

then pulled my head back and tried to force the potatoes

into my mouth. I saw that happen to another boy as

well. That happened on a few occasions to me. It was

mad. They wanted you to eat everything put in front of

you. There were incidents when SNR-GBB would

rub boys' faces in
it. He was trying

'All I had was
clothes to wear at
by my mum.

'You were only

their dinner if they weren't eating
to force them to eat it.
a set of school clothes and my

night. All my clothes were supplied

allowed two pence pocket money.

There was a wee van that used to come into the grounds

of the place. You

would get to spend your two pence

there. It was like a tuck shop. You could buy chews

from there with your two pence.

'"There was a school there. There were two teachers:

IAL

and Mr Munro. We were split up

between the two teachers. It was all mixed, boys and
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girls. I think most of the time I was there I was in
[the female teacher's] class. We did things differently
with her. You did things like English and maths.

'If you weren't doing it right or misbehaving, in
[her] class you would be sent up to .

If you had to go to [his] office, you knew you weren't
just going to get spoken to. You knew you were going to
get punished. He would hit you with his gym shoe.

'It wasn't a religious place. There was nothing
like that.

'"There was nothing like trips or holidays away from
the place during the week.

'TI think there was a TV in the wee dorm. The wee
dorm was like a playroom. There were games and you
could do things in there like colouring in.

'TI think I had a birthday in there. Birthdays were
never celebrated there. That didn't happen. I remember
my birthday just being another day. I think we got home
for a week at Christmas time. After that we were picked
up and taken back.

'Nobody came to visit me during the week. Social
workers didn't come to visit. There was nothing like
phones or anything. There was no contact with the
outside world.

'I remember one meeting with a social worker. My
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mum was there. That was the only meeting I remember.

'There were never any inspections or inspectors that
came in.

'We got to go home at 12 o'clock on Fridays. They
used to take us home in a minibus. They would take me
to my mum's. I stayed at my mum's over the weekend.

I was picked up from my mum's house on a Sunday at about

two or three. That's when I went back to Ovenstone.

' [The houseparents] drove the bus. Sometimes

SNR-GBB used to come along. I never used to get

back to the place until seven or eight in the evening.
It was always dark. We got in so late because we had to
go around to collect all of the kids from their homes.

'I can't remember seeing a matron or a doctor.

I think there was maybe a doctor that we got taken to if
we were i11. I don't remember anyone coming in.

'"The first night I was there, I had a bed wetting
problem. I don't know whether the social worker told
them about it. came in the following
morning. He went round feeling all the beds. He
discovered mine was wet. He made me stand by the side
of my bed. He took off his slipper and made me bend
over. He hit me on my backside. That carried on
throughout my time there. If you wet your bed you were

made to strip your sheets and take them to the laundry.

10
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'I had a pair of shoes. I remember the front one of
them got a hole in it. I was using them to brake when
I was on my bike during the weekends at home.
said to me before I went home for one
weekend, "Tell your mum that you need new shoes".

I told my mum, but she didn't get me any. When I went
back on the Sunday, the first thing that happened was
that asked me whether I got any new
shoes. I told him I hadn't. He gave me the slipper for
that. You would have thought he would just have spoken
to my mum. I think it was all just an excuse to assault
me .

'Sometimes when the minibus came to collect us on
Sundays, there were kids who didn't want to go back.
They would be crying when the minibus came to pick them
up. There was one incident with a girl ... from
Kincardine. She cried every time she was getting picked
up. On one occasion, was hiding behind
one of the seats in the minibus. When [she] got on the
bus she sat down. As soon as the bus started moving,
jumped out from behind the seat. He
had a gym shoe in his hand. He threatened [her] that if
she didn't stop crying she would "get it". She didn't

stop crying. They then stopped the bus in the country.

[She] was taken behind a bush by and

8 §
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battered with the gym shoe. We all used to be petrified

if he was there.

'Years later, I thought about [this girl and
. Looking back, I think that she was being
abused by [him]. She was really, really frightened to
be in his company. [He] wasn't shy about getting the
driver of the minibus to stop the bus so he could take
her behind a bush. I never saw anything but I remember
her always being really upset.

'Sometimes would grab you in
a headlock and rub your head. He would think it was
playful but it wasn't. He was always assaulting kids.
When I think back now, it was sly, some of the things
that [he] did. He was just a bully. If he didn't like
you, that was it, you were picked on.

'[The female teacher] whose class I was in was
really bad. She was a bitch. She once wrote something
on the blackboard for us all to copy out. I copied it
out a few times. I thought that was what she had told
us to do. It wasn't what she wanted me to do though.
She had an internal phone up to
office. She rang [him] and told him that I was coming
up. When I went up I stood outside his office. He
roared at me to come in. I didn't get a chance to

explain myself. He made me bend over the desk. He tock

12
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my trousers down. He then hit me with his gym shoe on

the bum and the back of the legs. It was like

a plimsoll. It had

'TI was punished

a rubber sole.

a few times by EREZE:: .

[Him] hitting you was the way they punished you. It was

the same every time.

The only difference was that [he]

used a slipper in the mornings and a gym shoe the rest

of the time.

'One day we were in the classroom. There was a boy

who used to make up

stories and things like that. EAISELS]

SNR-GBB took the boy into one of the offices. This

time he didn't just

use his gym shoe. He ended up

physically beating the boy. I heard the boy screaming

and stuff being moved around. I remember that

Grant Munro went into the office and physically stopped

doing what he was doing to the boy.

I saw the boy afterwards. He was crying. He was in

a state. He had bruises all over him. The bruises were

on his arms and his body. He told us about the attack.

'My dad has said to me that when I came out of

Ovenstone, my bum and my legs were all bruised. He said

that must have been

from constantly being hit with a gym

shoe or slipper by I -

'You wonder how

what was going on.

some of the other staff didn't know

They must have known what was going

13
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on because they saw EIMAEEE

doing these things.
I always wondered why [the houseparents] never got
involved. They were meant to be looking after us.

I don't understand why they turned a blind eye to it.'

'Liam' then goes on to tell us about him living back
at home with his dad, his experience at Rimbleton House,
Dr Guthrie's, St David's and Rossie Farm, which has
previously been read in.

He then tells us about his time at Melville House
and how he ended up there. So moving on to page 32 and
paragraph 152:

'"There was a meeting held at Rossie Farm. My social
worker, my dad and the key worker were there. I think
they spoke to Melville House after that. There was
another meeting. After that meeting I got to go down to
Melville House to meet the headmaster. I spent a couple
of hours there. After that, it was decided that I could
go for a week's trial before I went there to see if
I liked it. I did that. It was decided after that week
that I could go there full-time. After that, there was
a children's hearing. An order was made that I should
go to Melville House. I think I then went to
Rossie Farm that night with my social worker to pick
stuff up. I remember asking whether I could stay in the

halfway house that night. I was told I couldn't stay

14
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a children's hearing before I was sent back to
Melville House the second time. When I went back to
Melville House the second time, it wasn't as bad because
I was going to college and I was also avoiding
[a particular member of staff].

'It was all boys. There were a vast range of ages
at the house. The boys ranged from about 11 to 16.
There were maybe 50 lads there. It wasn't a secure
place. It was just a big mansion with big grounds
around it. They called it a List G place. It was
an alright place. It was a good establishment. It was

a lot more relaxed than Rossie Farm.

Bl : rever had any "run-ins” with

SO The two of them had come up from Wales.

'[There was another staff member who was
an ex-marine]. He was English. He was in his late 20s
and early 30s. His dad was the local minister. There
was something not right about the guy.

'There was another guy called Danny McGinlay. He
was in his early 50s. His nickname was "SAS McGinlay".
I don't think I ever had any "run ins" with him.

'"You got up about 7.30. Then you would go to
breakfast. You would then go outside for 10 to

15 minutes. At ten to nine they held a meeting in the

16
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'Every morning there was a big meeting held in the
old big banqueting hall that they had there. All the
staff were at the meeting. Even the cleaners and the
cooks. Everybody was there. All the boys would sit in
the meeting. If you did something, SR
would get told what you had done wrong at the meeting.
would then make you stand. He would
single you out. He would belittle you in front of
everybody.

'It was embarrassing discussing private things in
front of everybody. There were things that came out in
those meetings that other people shouldn't have heard.
He would say things to some of the boys like, "You're
not going home this weekend. The reason you're not
going home this weekend is because your mum doesn't want
you". It was stuff like that. Looking back, I don't
know why he did that. Why say these things in front of
people like the cleaners, people who had nothing to do
with things? It was a weird way of dealing with things.
It made you not want to express how you felt.

'There was a matron ... There was also a woman
called Mrs Mooney who was also a matron. Any illnesses
you had you would see them. They would take you into
Cupar to see a doctor if you needed to.

'There was no place to put anyone who was causing

19
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mischief. There wasn't anywhere like the isoclation
rooms at Rossie Farm. If you needed to get disciplined
it was either [the ex-marine staff member] or
. They were there to deal with any unruly
behaviour. They would take you aside into a room and
sort you.

'If you met , yvou would think he was
a nice old man. Behind closed doors he didn't think
twice about hitting you, punching you or flinging you
over a desk. I was assaulted a couple of times by him.
I said to [him] once: "You're needing to get [the
ex-marine staff member] stopped for hitting boys".

I ended up getting assaulted by for
saying that.

'During my trial week, [the ex-marine] played this
game. He called it "the wide game". He used to make us
play that throughout my time there. He would split us
up into teams and make one team go hide in the woods.
The other team would then go and look for the other team
in the woods. Me and this boy had a disagreement while
we were playing this game. We got into a fight. I bust
this boy's nose. [The staff member] found out about it.
When we got back to Melville House, [he] took me into
a room and pushed me against a wall. And he said,

"I'm not having you Rossie boys coming down here and

20
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first time I ran away was after [he] tripped me up going
down the stairs one day. He took a couple of punches at
me. I ran away that morning. I got caught. I was
taken to . I told him about what
happened and the reason I ran away. That was the first
time I told about what had been
happening ... said I was talking

"a load of crap" and said that he had never had any
complaints about him. He then slapped me. He told me
that if I ran away again I would be going back to

Rossie Farm. At that time, I actually wanted to go back
to Rossie Farm because I wasn't enjoying Melville House.

'I ran away again later on. I got taken up to SNR

SNR There was a pile of 20 pences on his desk.
It was the money which had been taken off me.
SNR said to me, "Do you want your money back?"

I then went to take it. As I went to grab the coins,
[he] grabbed me and flung me in the corner. The money
went everywhere. I got kicked and punched by [him].

'I ran away four or five times. I kept on running
away until they put me back into Rossie Farm. Each time
I ran away, I was away for between two days and a week.
The last time I ran away, a children's hearing was held

and I was put away into Rossie Farm.

'There was place called the "leavers unit" in

23
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him that not long after I told him what had happened.
I think he contacted the social work.'

Then over the page, on page 40, at paragraph 194 he
says:

'It didn't matter what you said about [the ex-marine
staff member]. I remember telling .
Nothing was done about it.

'It wasn't until years later that I thought
I shouldn't be living with what had happened to me.

I had seen other people speaking about their experiences
in the media and I thought that I shouldn't be on my
own. I started thinking that I should be starting to
speak to people about what had been going on.

'I was getting a social enquiry report done in about
1995. I was about 25. I spoke to a social worker
during the enquiry. He asked me about Ovenstone. He
told me that he had met someone else who had been there.
That person had told him what had happened in there.

I then told the social worker what had happened to me.
He said, "Look, you need to go to the police with this".
I then got in contact with the police.

'"Two policemen then came round to my flat. I was
all over the place when they came round. I wasn't in
the right place when I spoke to the police for the first

time. My life was chaotic. I was on drugs. When they

25
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I had a bad feeling about it.

'All the bikes were out when we went to wvisit.
Anybody seeing them would have thought it was great. It
wasn't like that at all, because we never got to play on
those bikes.

'Ovenstone was set in its own grounds with a grass
area in front of the main building. In the grounds were
the ruins of a massive castle and two huts, where the
school classes were held. We never got to go in the
ruins or play near them.

'"The building itself had two wings on either side
with a porch at the front. The wing on the left was
a good wing and the wing on the right was horrible.
There were stairs going up either side of the porch to
each wing and steps up to a set of double doors in the
middle. On the other side of the double doors, was the
headmaster's office on the right and another set of
double doors straight ahead that led to the canteen
where we all ate. The headmaster's office had a door
and a window looking out on to the porch.

' was of the place along
with his wife. You always used to see him walking
around the school with a cigarette and driving his TR7
sports car if he wasn't away scuba diving.

'We had to refer to all of the staff as "auntie" and

29
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"uncle" and among the rest of the staff there was

an Uncle Ken who was okay. I would say he was firm but
fair. There was also [one auntie] who was nasty and

an Uncle . They were all houseparents and were on
shifts, changing about working day shift and working
later in the day. Their responsibilities as
houseparents were to take care of the children, make
sure that they ate their meals and basically do what

a normal parent did.

'[The uncle] had a house in the grounds where he
lived with his wife and his daughter and son. I'm not
sure how old he was, but he was slightly built with dark
hair, long sideburns and a thin face. At first
I thought [this uncle] was all right because he didn't
speak nasty to us, but I came to realise he was
horrible.

'As well as the houseparents, there was
a Miss Merrilees, who was lovely. She didn't live
there. She stayed somewhere near Anstruther. There
were also a few staff that used to do the laundry, cook
and clean. One that I remember was Diane who worked in
the kitchen. She was nice.

'"There were only two girls at Ovenstone, me and
[another girl], who would have been about my age, 7 or

8, maybe a bit younger. I think another girl with red

30
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sweets.

'I never ran away, but I did think about it one
time. I was standing talking to a few of the boys
outside his office, talking about getting smacked by
and we all started talking about
taking the bikes and heading off, but we never did.

'"Ms Merrilees was a nice lady. She put things on
the wall of my room from home to give me a bit of
comfort. That was the only comfort I got. There was
nothing from [the auntie] or [one of the uncles].

'For all the stuff we had, every Friday we had
a room inspection. Whoever was on duty would come and
inspect our cupboard and it had to be neat and tidy. We
also had to polish our shoes outside every evening after
school.

' had two Afghan hounds and they
would get boys out of their beds in the middle of the
night to walk them around the perimeter of the grounds.

I never had to do that but I know some of the boys did.

'If you were in trouble you were sent to SNR-GBB
SNR-GBB . You would have to stand outside his office

between the two sets of double doors that led from the
porch to the canteen. He would come out of his office
and look to see who was standing there and no matter

what it was for, he would take them into his office. It
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happened to me a few times, although I'm not sure how
many.

'"In his office, [he] would make us stand two square
tiles away from his desk and bend over. Then he would
smack us four or five times on the backside with his
slipper. He would always do it either by lifting my
skirt and hitting me on my pants, or if I had trousers
on, over my trousers. It could have been for something
as silly as picking your nose or if there was boot
polish on a door. The punishment didn't match the
crime.

'"One time I was sent away from the canteen for
something stupid. I don't remember what it was. I had
to stand outside office, but he never
gave me the slipper on that occasion. Instead, he made
me go round the whole building with cloths, cleaning
boot polish off the doors.

'I had to write the Lord's Prayer out every night
because I couldn't do the work. I didn't know how to do
the work or how to concentrate and I didn't understand
the work.

'If you were a bed wetter you got blankets and
sheets and if you weren't a bed wetter you got a quilt.
I don't think there was any punishment though.

'Some of the kids at Ovenstone got treated really

40
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badly. It wasn't just me. [The girl that I shared

a room with] was picked on by [the auntie and one of the
uncles]. They used to humiliate her and she was
nervous.

'[The auntie] smacked children because they wouldn't
conform to her way or because of the way they spoke or
because they wouldn't give her her full title. She
smacked me with her hand on the back of my head after
I'd been there for just a few days because I hadn't
called her the right name.

. SNR-GB
'One time when we were away swimming I saw

smack a boy in front of everybody. I don't
know what the boy had done, if anything, but [he] yanked
him out of the pool and smacked him hard on the
backside. It was horrible.

'TI remember seeing smack a kid
with a belt. I don't know what the boy had done but
I saw him hit the boy on the backside with a belt from
his diving gear. I don't know how many times he hit
him.

'Before I got moved to the good wing, [the girl that
I shared with] and I were in our room one day and she
was twirling her hair between her fingers. [The uncle]
saw her and made her come out of the room and stand in

the corridor and wear a green Tammy hat. There was no
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need for that. It was humiliating in front of all the
other kids.

'I think I was still about 8 years old at this time.
After he sent [her] out of the room, [the uncle] came in
and made sure there was nobody else there. I was
standing between the two beds when he came through the
door and asked me to take my underpants off. I did and
he proceeded to touch my genitals. I asked him what he
was doing and he told me he was just making sure there
was nothing wrong with me. He never took his clothes
off at all.

'He never did that to me again and not long after
I was moved to the other wing. I think he must have
been doing stuff to [the other girl] while I was in the
other wing though. She never said, but the fact that
she came in to my bed and wet the bed on first night
back on the wing makes me think that. She was obviously
scared.

'My uncle was a policeman and he abused me as well
during the time I was staying at Ovenstone ... I was on
a home visit for the weekend and was in his front garden
in Dunfermline when he ordered me to take my white
cotton vest off. He never touched me, but it didn't

feel right.

SNR-(3 1
JSNR-GEB 's wife], who was a schoolteacher,
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happened to anybody while I was there, not even [my
roommate] . It just wasn't something I could talk about.

"My mum did ask about the bruises she saw on my body
when I went home at the weekend but I just told her that
I had fallen. 1I've no idea where all those bruises did
actually come from. I can't remember, but I wasn't one
for falling over all the time. I feel now that
something more must have happened to me at Ovenstone but
I can't remember.

'I'm not sure how long I was at Ovenstone, certainly
over a year, but less than two. I was lying in bed on
Sunday evening after the Friday [the boy] had come into
my room and battered me. I was unable to sleep because
I was worried about [him] and about getting punished at
school by [my teacher] because I couldn't do the maths.

'TI was asked to get up and go to the office and as
I walked down the corridor I could see my mum and dad in
office. They'd got back together by
that time and they gave me a choice of whether I wanted
to go home in the morning or there and then. I told
them I wanted to go home right away.

'My parents later told me that they had received
an anonymous phone call telling them that they had
better get down to the school. Whoever it was told my

parents that their daughter was getting ill-treated,
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'Another of the sporting activities we did was
football and [he] was also the football coach. We were
playing against Melville House and I had taken a ball on
a run but lost it. The team were annoyed with me and
they started shouting at me. The next thing I was aware
of, [the staff member] had rugby tackled me and jumped
on my back. He was using some sort of restraint on me.
I know the difference between a legal restraint and what
he was doing. He was forcing my arms up my back. He
got me down on the ground and was pushing his knees into
my back. I was screaming in pain and throughout this he
seemed to be enjoying hurting me.

'When [he] jumped on me he was not aware that my
cousin was playing for Melville. He tried to help but
wasn't strong enough to take on [the staff member]. One
of the staff from Melville House grabbed [my cousin] and
took him away.'

He then refers to the of the home. He
says:

'I can't remember what he thought I had done wrong,
but one day he was trying to use a restraint on me. As
he did that he banged the back of my head off the floor.
I can recall other times again when he was trying to use
a restraint on me, he would have me on the floor lying

on my front and was pushing my head with his knee as
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senior unit, though I did hang out with the senior boys
a lot. The school was all boys and we slept four to
a room.

'In general, it wasn't a bad place and I kept myself

busy playing a lot of football. [There was
and I think-who] came from South Africa.

One of the other members of staff I recall was
[a houseparent] ...

' stayed in a detached house which
was on the grounds, but separate from the school. [The
houseparent] stayed in the unit with the intermediate
group. stayed in a flat with his wife, but
I don't recall if any of the other staff stayed on the
grounds.

'"My first impressions when I arrived at
Monken Hadley were that I was terrified. When I went to
such places, my instinct was to ask myself, "How do I
protect myself here?" That particular place was run
like the army in the way that you were given wvarious
clothes and allocated a locker.

'One of the things I recall about the place is it
had a full-size snooker table that had stags' heads
around it, which was terrifying when you saw it at
night.

'TI don't remember how or when we got up, but we
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I ran away with [two other boys] and we broke into
a hotel, found a load of wine and had a party. We got

caught, were taken back to the school and were given six

[l SNR

room had three concrete stairs up to
his flat. After dinner, the three of us who had run
away had to kneel on these steps from after dinner until
bedtime every night from Monday to Friday. It was
agony. Although we could talk, we were all terrified
that would come out of his room and catch
us.

'If that particular punishment happened to others,
then I wouldn't have known about it. The reason for
that was that that particular area was out of bounds to
us so none of the boys would have reason to be there.

'T was 12 when I was in Monken Hadley and still
wetting the bed. If you wet the bed, you had to take
your soiled sheets, put them in your pillowcase and take
them down to the laundry after you woke up. The laundry
was near the dining room so everybody could see that you
had wet the bed, which was embarrassing, but there was
no punishment for having done so.

' [The houseparent] stayed in the unit for the
intermediates. He was a houseparent not a teacher. He

was about 55 years old, wore a hat and always dressed as
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a gentleman. One day I was playing football and there
weren't many boys about, so I tried to round some up.
I went to the unit for the intermediates.

' [The housemaster's] room was just as you entered
the unit. You then had to go down a few steps to get to
the shower unit. I went down there and when I did,

I saw him in the shower with a few of the boys. He
wasn't naked. He had his clothes on but the boys were
in the shower. The situation just didn't seem right.
I can't say what it was he was doing in there, but it
just didn't seem right.

'I left and went back to playing football but the
following day I went to see SNR . I told
him that I had seen [the houseparent] in the shower with
a few of the boys. He give me six of the belt and I was
moved out of the school three days later. This was

simply because I had told what I had

seen.

'I was sent to Gryffe Children's Home and while

there, my social worker came to see me _
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'There was another member of staff ... and there was
always talk amongst the boys that he was sexually
abusing some of the boys, though no names were ever
mentioned.

'At the time, wrestling was big on the TV and [this
member of staff] and [that houseparent] used to get us
boys to wrestle in our shorts. At the time, we thought
it was funny, but looking back, I realise it was wrong.

'As well as being given six of the belt for running
away and telling about [the
houseparent], I was also given six of the belt on
numerous other occasions. One occasion was for breaking
into the kitchen, which I only did because I was always
hungry. Another occasion was when I had a fight with
two brothers in the dining room. That started a riot

and I got six of the belt for that as well.

'While it was normally who would
give you the belt, in class would sometimes

belt you or you could get lines. He also had a habit of
kicking any boys in the backside as he passed them for
no reason at all.

'"There was an occasion when me and a few others were
mucking about in the laundry. I fell in one of the big
laundry baskets and one of the boys tied the leather

straps locking me in. That traumatises me to this day.
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Today, we'll focus on the elements of 'Stuart's'
statement where he discusses Monken Hadley.

'Stuart' says in his statement that he was placed
there just before his 12th birthday and left about
a year-and-a-half later. Records show that he was
placed in Monken Hadley from- 1977 until
- 1978. So he was there for just about
a year-and-a-half.

'Stuart' was born in 1965. At paragraphs 2 to 7, he
talks about his life before care. He stayed with his
mum, dad and two younger sisters. He first went into
care when he was two years old for one day at
Aberdeen Children's Shelter. He witnessed domestic
abuse in the family home committed by his father.

He goes on to say that his dad was at sea as
a fisherman and he hardly saw his mum. As a result, he
cooked and looked after his sisters.

At the age of 8, he and his sisters were placed in
care.

'Stuart' goes on in his statement to talk about the

experience he had at ARberdeen Children's Shelter
Secondary Institutions - to be published later

His mum then got a house and his sisters got out of

care. He, however, did not and, at the age of 9, he was
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uncomfortable because he was watching us. I told him to
fuck off. The two ... brothers got stuck into him.
They were the same age as me. There was a carry-on with
members of staff and next thing I knew I was put
upstairs with the seniors.

'"The only time I was apprehensive was in the shower.
I only had a shower once a month. I tried to wash in
the bedroom sink. So much happened in the showers you
didn't want to go there. The showers for everybody was
at the intermediate level. I would go with [my
roommate] and the ... brothers. Two of us would shower
and two of us would keep watch ready to fight. We would
try and have a shower when [that staff member] was out.

'On day four, I got taken to room
for an introduction. I didn't get it on my first day
because I was late coming down from Aberdeen. I was
standing there with my hands in my pockets. I got told
to stand up straight. I didn't. I said something rude.
I shouldn't have done it. There were two members of
staff behind me and was standing there
with his cloak, his hat and his cane. He said, "We
don't take no shit here. If you step out of line we'll
fucking kill you". I thought it was funny and I started
laughing. The next thing I knew somebody dug into my

spine and then somebody hit me on the other side. They
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when she was young and 'John' was put up for adoption.
He was adopted when he was 18 months old and his
adoptive parents lived in Clydebank in Glasgow. They
had a son who was five years older than 'John' and had
adopted another boy who was two years older than him.

He was close to his adoptive father but his adoptive
mother, he says, was a controlling woman. At the age of
3, 'John' tells us that he was sexually assaulted by
a family member.

He was initially educated at a primary school in
Clydebank and then at St Columbus School. He says he
was the victim of bullying until he began to stand up
for himself. His relationship with his adoptive mother
broke down and she told him that he had been expelled
from the school. He says that the decision was then
made to send him to Monken Hadley when he was 13.

Reading from page 3 of his statement and
paragraph 8:

'I travelled with Mark Holmes and [my adoptive
mother] for an initial visit to Monken Hadley. My
initial feelings were that the place was grey and
horrible. It used to be a hunting lodge and I was
greeted by a half Rottweiler dog that bounded up to me.

I met [a housemother] and . [The

housemother] had steel grey curly hair and cold black
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were children as young as 9 and there were about six or
seven girls. There were children from Edinburgh,
Livingstone, Midlothian and a few from Glasgow.'

Moving on, he then refers to some of the girls, and
at the top of page five he says:

'T would later learn that ... the housefather had
sexually abused the girls and his young daughters. He
was later convicted for this.'

I think he was convicted of some offences but

perhaps not all matters.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS INNES: ' resided in a bungalow -

_house. At some point an ex-pupil arrived

from Germany who was employed as a housefather and he
lived in a night staffroom just down the corridor from
mine. He shared this with another member of staff
called David Low. [The housemother] tried to convince
us that she stayed overnight by wearing a dressing gown
during the evening but we knew that the dressing gown
hid her day clothing and that she left the building at
night.

'I recall being shown to a big massive room with
metal bunk beds. I was told that I would be sleeping in
the bottom bunk of one of the sets of bunks. I shared

the room with five other boys.
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trays. At lunchtimes you would be made to go outside
for 45 minutes in all weathers. I would ensure I was
sweeping the dining room to avoid going out.

'We would be allowed to shower in the evening after
we had dinner, this wouldn't be every day. There were
three shower cubicles and the showering wasn't
supervised.

' [My adoptive mother] was insistent that she bought
my school uniforms from Marks & Spencer which consisted
of black trousers, a grey or blue jumper and a white or
blue shirt. We were provided with jeans and a T-shirt
by Monken Hadley.

'On a Saturday we would be allowed to go to the
cinema or walk around the town. When Barra Lunny took
over as the new housemaster, he was very decent and
I was assigned to take over the care of the Rottweiler
dog. I used to walk the dog around the town for about
an hour at a time and I would also visit Kathy the
cleaner at her house in Newton Stewart.

'I can recall going to the school's log cabin in the

forest, which was called the Jubilee Hut, which

had purchased. The log cabin was used to

promote Monken Hadley as a lovely place to send kids.
Most of the school holidays were spent at home with [my

adoptive parents].
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'I did attend classes at Monken Hadley but I didn't
learn anything and the teaching was diabolical. The
teachers lived locally. [There was one teacher] who
taught the middle age group and if you couldn't do
something she asked you to do, she would just shout at
you making it impossible for you to learn anything.

I remember this happening to me in maths. I was
paralysed with her shouting and I couldn't function.
She would constantly use sarcasm while mocking kids.

' [Another teacher] taught the younger children and
Flora Hume taught the 15 and l6-year-olds.

' [The housemother] when she was matron would be
responsible for taking you to the doctor in the event
that you fell ill. When you had injuries from being
beaten she would Jjust say to the doctor that you had
fallen down the stairs and the doctor would accept it.

'"When [a pupil] was thrown down the stairs by [the
housefather] the medical authorities were just told that
he had fallen. Nothing was questioned despite him
having a broken leg. I was good friends with [the boy]

and he told me at the time that it had been dismissed by

B o cother had approached him and

he had told her that he had fallen.
'I went to attend the Catholic church whilst the

other kids would go to the Protestant church and I used
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kick you when you were down. He also slapped you
several times very hard across the face.

'I would spend Christmas at home with [my adoptive
parents].

'I recall a school open day being arranged for
parents. [My adoptive parents] attended. I was
disappointed that [my brother] had accompanied them as
I wanted time to talk to [them] alone.

'"There was music in the courtyard and I was told to
sell tickets which my brother eventually took over as
I wanted to spend time with [my adoptive parents]. The
residents of Newton Stewart had been invited and on
later reflection I believe that this event was a means
for the school to re-brand itself. [The housefather] at
one point had all the kids lined up and he was shouting
at us. [My adoptive parents] appeared from around the
corner and enquired if everything was all right. [The
housefather] appeared to be intimidated by their
presence.

'He used to make my parents feel guilty by saying
that he had saved my life after I took an overdose. The
reason for [him] saying such a thing was that the
Rottweiler dog that I had looked after and regularly

taken for walks had been taken from me by [him]. SNR

at the time promised to get me another dog
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but I didn't believe him. Eventually [a girl] and

I found a springer spaniel called Shandy which
allowed me to keep. On one occasion when
[the housefather] was having a go at me, the dog bit him
and he kicked the dog down the stairs. I went home for
the weekend and when I returned, I found he had got rid
of the dog. I loved the dog and I was devastated.

'Every month I would be allowed to go home for the
weekend and also in the holidays.

'If [my adoptive father] ever had any interaction
with [the housemaster] I could see that he was
frightened of [my adoptive father]. [He] was very
different when dealing with adults.

' [My adoptive mother] did visit on one occasion,
which was a progress meeting.

'TI ran away on at least seven occasions and
travelled hundreds of miles to places like Blackpool and
the Dumfries and Galloway Hills. I caught hypothermia.
The mountain rescue team found us.

'I recall that on one occasion having secreted
outdoor clothes in a cupboard I ran away to Blackpool, a
place that I was familiar with having spent family
holidays there. I broke into a self-contained holiday
flat we had used before and as it was winter, I felt

confident that the flat wouldn't be used until the
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'On one occasion [another girl] was lining up for
breakfast and I saw [the housefather] grab her by the
hair and he proceeded to punch and kick her until she
was bruised all over. The other staff knew what was
going on and not one of them did anything. When you saw
[him] with [her], I remember thinking he was acting as
if she was his girlfriend.

'If [he] had beaten and bruised a child, wvery often
an excuse would be made to keep the child at school to
prevent the parents from seeing the injuries. I recall
that on one occasion I was due to go home but I had
received a severe battering from him and my left eye was
closed. The member of staff Liz Taylor was present when
it happened. Knowing that [my adoptive mum] would
insist that I went home, had phoned
[her] saying that I had provoked [the housefather] and
that his sovereign ring had accidentally clipped my face
causing an injury to my eye.

‘on returning home with SN

brother asked me what had happened to my face and I lied

by saying I had fallen out of bed.

was in the kitchen trying to placate [my adoptive
mother] for my injuries. [She] came in to where I was

and saw my face and she went back into the kitchen and

told how horrified she was about my
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You say that when you were taken in, you went along

a big long corridor and you were told that at the end
was the girls' dorm, although you didn't see any girls?
Yeah.

Were there ever girls there when you were there?

We never seen each other. We had certain times that we
were out, ken, for breaks, so if we were at lunch or we
were in school or playtime or that, so it was the same
time but we never -- we only seen, ken, boys and that.
We were never allowed to mingle away with the girls and
that. We were always watched, there was always somebody
there, ken, to keep an eye on us.

Then you say that you were taken to see
in his room and he had a big desk and two massive dogs?
Yeah, Dobermans -- Dobermans or Rottwellers.

You then go on to say that he explained to you why you
were there?

Yeah.

What did he tell you about the reason for you being
there?

That I'd been referred to the place to a residential
school. Obviously referred to by the -- I would say
state, ken, like, social work or something, mum and dad:
That's good that you're here. You need so many points.

You need to attain so many points before you can leave,
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about.

LADY SMITH: Did you maybe just trust them to be keeping
a tally?

A. Yeah.

LADY SMITH: Which may or may not have been right.

A. It may not have been right, yeah, I mean -- there could
have been charts. I really couldn't tell you.

LADY SMITH: Okay. It doesn't matter. Don't worry. Thank
you.

MS INNES: And you mentioned there about the belt being on
the table. Was that like a school belt, a belt that
would have been used byto punish
children?

A. Yeah.

Q. You say in your statement, at paragraph 20, that he said
to you that everybody got one chance and that you still
think about him saying that?

A. Yeah.

Q. Was it just the one chance you were going to get? If
you came to see him, was that the one chance?

A. I think the one chance was actually when I first met
him, you know: 'I've told you about this, this is what
happens if you come to see me'. I reckon that was nmy
one chance.

Q. Now, you go on to tell us a little bit about the staff.
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They'd cry a bit. Whoever was on that night would come
in and they'd get a leathering for it. Had to, ken, get
them up and change it. We helped 'em 'cause everybody
was up anyway. So -- and even then if they didnae say
anything, the fun would be the next day, because we had
to get up in the morning and change their bed and all
that and put clean stuff and all that on. So couldn't
hide it.

So sometimes other boys in the dorm would help, and here
you say that they would also get points deducted?

Yeah.

And how did you know that they were getting points
deducted? Was this said publicly?

Everything that happened went back to and
that when he come back on Monday. Everything that
happened at the weekend or happened on a night went back
to him. He'd get pulled up. So if we were in school or
we were at breakfast, whatever happened that night, the
said person, he would then get asked to come through,
somebody would pick him up, take him through and see
, or if we were in school, somebody would take
him out, so I reckon about, ken -- in another class, I
only ken what happened to people in my class.

You know what happened in your class, that some boys

were being taken out, spoken to and you
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LADY SMITH: Well, there are plenty of people who don't take

criticism well and often it's to do with how it's
delivered and whether it's constructive or not,
'Gabriel'.

Yeah.

LADY SMITH: Thank you. Ms Innes.

MS INNES: Thank you, my Lady.

At these meetings did you feel that you could raise
any problems with the teacher?
Raise any problems?
Well, say, vou know, if things weren't going well, could
you say to the teacher, 'I don't think this is right',
or, 'I've got this problem'?
No. Not a good idea.
So it was for the teacher to tell you rather than for
you to say anything much?
Yeah. Ken, it's still at the end of the day about,
'Yes, sir, no, sir', 'Yes, ma'am, no, ma'am', wouldnae
kinda challenge them. Not deliberately anyway.
Now, at paragraph 44, as you've already said,
had threatened you with the belt that was on
his desk and you say that you never got the belt while
you were there?
No.

But you were aware that other people did get the belt?
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Ch, yeah.

Did you see that happening?
No, we heard it.

Sorry?

We heard it.

You heard it. Okay.

I'll come back to that.

At paragraph 45, you talk about running away. Did
this happen once or more often while you were there?
Just the once.

Why did you run away?

Because I knew I could.

Did you go with other boys?

Yeah. I left with the resident bully.

And then you say that after what felt like hours, you
found that there were cars waiting for you, including
Yeah. They were all there. I didnae even ken how. We
ran across a field. We didnae stick to the roads. Nae

idea how they found us, how they came to know we were

gone.
And what was 's reaction to you having run
away?

Confusion. He was understanding about it. Me and him

walked back ourselves. He sent everybody else away in
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could say and do and talk to anybody he wanted,
including the teachers. Didnae like what the teacher
was saying to him. Started swearing at them. Giving
them grief. We were then told to go to classes.
Teacher spoke to him on his ain. Time he was done,
class was finished and we were having our lunch at the
time. It's when he came in with the new guy.

You say that, at this time, when you were in the hall
eating, you heard a commotion and screaming and
shouting?

Yeah.

Then you say the boy came flying through the air through
the swing doors?

Yep, literally drop kicked the boy fae one end to the
other. His feet didn't even touch the ground fae start
to finish.

And you describe the boy as being bruised and battered?
Yeah. Aye, proper leathered him one, like.

And then, after this, after you saw him in the dining

hall, did he go to's office after that?

No. Teacher dealt with it himself. I'd imagine he sent

You say that the boy's face was all red?
Aye.

You felt as though he'd been slapped in the face?
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Ch, aye.

And at paragraph 53, you talk about the teacher who did
this and you say that he would tell you that you were in
a jail for bairns and the staff could do what they
liked, which is what you just mentioned.

Yeah.

So you would also say that you were in a jail for
bairns?

Yeah.

At paragraph 54, you talk about a night when you were
carrying on, having a pillow fight and you say things
got out of hand?

Aye.

What happened?

Well, we were mucking about, carrying on with the
pillows and that, I come to the realisation that one of
the pillows I had was a feather pillow. If you twist

a feather pillow tight enough, squash that together,
that pillow will go fae soft to hard. I knew this. I
wound it up and I hit the boy. His head just banged off
the wall or the flair, one of the two, and he was out
cold. I got into a lot of bother because of that.

You say that you were called in to ?
Yeah.

What did he say?
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A.

He wasnae happy. I think he actually got called in from
home, I think. It was late at night. It didnae gone
into the next day. The guy actually looked like he was
in his jammies or something. You know, he come in and
he wasnae a happy man.

You say that you had been warned that you would get the
belt, and did you get the belt from that
time or not?

I don't think so.

LADY SMITH: 'Gabriel', you refer to his two dogs, this is

A.

paragraph 54. You say 'between seeing the belt and the
fact he still had the two dogs beside him', you were
terrified.

Yeah.

LADY SMITH: Did he always have the two dogs with him?

A.

The only time he didnae have the dogs with him was
actually when they were at the vets or they were getting
groomed. He always had the animals there for effect.
Why would you have two big massive Dobermans sitting
next to you? I mean, it was like a scene fae the

: : SNR
Simpsons with Mr Burns. _ wooden desk, two
big huge dogs, an evil guy with a grin sitting behind

it. That worked.

LADY SMITH: As you recall it, these were either Dobermans

or Rottweilers?
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'"Come on "Gabriel™.'

You say:

'I remember a strong smell of socap up close to her
and that's the last thing I remember.'

The next thing you remember is that you were walking
out the door and there were police cars all over the
place.

Mm—hrmm.

Did the police explain to you why they had arrived at
the house?

No. They were just there.

And what was the female teacher saying?

'I didn't do anything. Tell them I didnae do anything'.
And was she taken away by the police, do you know?

Yeah. They took her and put her in the car or a van,
and and some of the other teachers were
at the other side. So, like, they were over there. The
police were on the other side, yeah.

Did you have to then go and speak to the police?

They wouldnae let us.

Sorry?

They wouldnae let us. The police wanted to take us in
the car and then guestion us but we had to go with

and that first. They werenae allowed to take

us.
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And did ask you what had been going on?

The police were adamant they wanted to take us. They
said it was procedure, that what had happened ——
SNR insisted that they spoke to us first before
we went away with the cops. Told us not to say
anything. 'What they ask you, dinnae say anything about
what's been happening back at the school, nothing at
all. There's nothing they can do. They can't even get
you to their way. You're signed over to us. Don't say
a thing. You'll be fine. Answer the questions as best
as possible, but nothing about the school. Keep that to
yourself'.

Then after this conversation with , did
you speak to the police?

We then went in the car and went back to the police
station and they asked us about what happened with the
teacher at the house.

And what did you say to the police?

Pretty much the same thing I've just said here, except
I left out everything about the school. The policeman
knew I was lying to him and said it was fine to tell
him, but I didnae.

How do you know that the policeman thought you were
lying to him?

He told me.
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No.

You've told us that you didn't go home at the weekends.
So from what you're saying, it sounds like they weren't
around for you to tell them what was happening?

My mum and dad came the first year. Every year, your
mum and dad was allowed to come up for the weekend, like
Christmas or something, they would come up and gi' you
your presents and gi' you a visit, stay for a time and
then they'd go home. Sometimes kids were allowed to go
home on the weekend. My mum and dad came up once in the
four or five years I was there -- five years, I'm not
sure. That was the last I saw them.

At page 14, you tell us that you left Ovenstone. Who
told you that you were leaving?

Erm, I got called up to 's office to see
him. He told me about it. I don't know if I had to
sign something. I've no idea. Maybe I did. Maybe

I didnae. I don't know. I just got told that

I'd reached my 2,000 points and I'd be leaving at

a certain day and time.

You say that your parents came to collect you?

Yeah.

Did you go back home to live with them?

Yeah, yeah, I went back home.

How did that feel after you hadn't seen them for so
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just wear your pants to get washed. The nuns would wash
our hair. I remember Sister using pink paraffin on
my hair because I had nits.

'T was always taken to three shops in Edinburgh:
Marks & Spencer, Clarks and Peter Lord. I would be
taken by my social worker, Margaret Mitchell,

MHV Sister Christine or [another Sister].

Sister
Every year, I would get a new outfit unless during the
year something snapped or broke and I needed something
new. The nuns were good in that sense. It was good
clobber. We had dressing gowns and pyjamas, slippers,
socks and pants. We had shirts, T-shirts and shorts.

'The nuns looked after you throughout the year by
getting you really good new clothes and feeding you.

I went home with really nice clothes and sandals. My
brothers and sisters looked down and about me as if
saying, "Wow, you're doing much better than us.” They
asked where did I get the clothes.

'After we had finished our chores, we would go to
the education block. The classes were mixed with
children from all the units. You could play in the
sandpit, in the water tray, make papier mache, do arts
and crafts. Education took us up to lunchtime at about
12 pm.

'Mrs Low was a teacher along with some of the nuns.
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