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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

caw

Support person present: No

My name is My date of birth is- 1955. My contact details are

known to the Inquiry.
Life before going to Fettes

| was born in a nursing home in Perth, | can’t remember the name. | grew up in Kinross

with my parents, _and_. Also with me at that time were my
sisters [} I an¢ 'atter'y Il who is much younger than me. My father
owned some land and was part of the farming community and butchery business. My

mother’s side of the family came from the mining community.

| attended the local state primary school until | was around nine going on ten and there
were no issues when | was there. My father was always concerned that growing up
with all the females in my life | may be seen as effeminate. As a result my parents
planned to send me to boarding school, but | was never told this was going to happen.
Prior to going to the school | was taken to Aitken and Niven for new uniforms. At that
time | was still under the impression | was going to be attending Dollar Academy. My
sisters were all sent there, which was the same school my father went to. -and
-were day pupils there and -was boarded there when it was her turn to go
to school.

| am not sure where the recommendation for St Mary’s came from to the family but
with the distance involved | could not attend there as a day pupil and would have to

board there.
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St Mary’s School, Melrose

5. My parents took me to the school in our car. We were introduced to Mr William Sproat,
the Headmaster and his wife, Leila. Both of them were really nice while they spoke
with my parents. When | arrived at the school there was no guidance instructions and
| do not recall anything about this ever being mentioned during any Assembly.

6. Initially it was confusing for the school as to what forename | was to be known as. My
father was [ out used Il was also Sl but my family all used [l | told the
school | would prefer to use jaadlll and have used that ever since. At the school we
were allocated a number and | was given the number [l

7. | cannot remember the exact date | started there but it was later than the other pupils,
I think it was during the second term. When | arrived | saw it was a large Georgian
House with another separate house across the playing fields, which was the main
boarding area. It seemed a very cold place.

8. The school was an all-boys’ school and there were probably over one hundred boys
there. The school had a mix of children who were boarding and some day pupils from
the local area.

9. The house over beside the rugby fields was Buccleuch House. | think our building was
known as School House. | stayed in School House until | was old enough and then
transferred to Buccleuch House. The sleeping areas were split into smaller
dormitories, each of which were named after countries from the Empire. | was initially
in a dormitory named Canada, made up of six boys. The beds we used were all single
metal beds. In the dormitory was a House Captain, who was about three years older
than me, while the other boys were around my age. | think his name was-l am
not sure of his forename. Each of the classes numbered about twenty boys. | don’t
recall there being any adult supervision. There was no specific House Master allocated

to look after us, the house masters took it in turn to supervise the children.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

My first night there | felt betrayed by my family and was crying in bed as | was feeling
home sick. From the moment | arrived there | found the school was very regimented
and mainly run by the older boys. | was made aware that | would have to learn to
speak different languages including Latin, German and French. | knew this was going
to be difficult to start with as we did not do languages at my old school. Because of my
lack of language skills | was kept back a year.

| can remember some of the staff names, others | am not sure. Matron, | can'’t
remember her name, was not a kind woman. She was always dressed in a white
starched uniform. She played the piano but there was no warmth about her. She did
not stay in the school but lived locally in Melrose.

| can’t remember all the staff structure within the school but Mr Sproat was the
headmaster and | later came to the conclusion he may have been a heavy drinker.
You could always smell alcohol from him whenever you were in his company. Some
of the other teachers were Mr Gl Mr Storrie and Mr

el vos the IR tcacher. Ho vs » I
camp. His heac was [

Mr s quarters were on the floor above Canada dormitory. The music teacher,
Mr Walker, lived over by the side of the Art school. In the dining room it was a group
of Italian women who did all the cooking. | don’t know their names. They worked for
the Sproats in Italy and came over to the school during the terms to cook for us. There
were some teachers who were better than most, but again | am not sure of their
names. There was one | know as Group Captain Gray, he was like Captain Mainwaring

from Dad’s Army. He never gave us any trouble.

During my time at St Mary’s there were some people | was friends with. One was
_and he went to Fettes when | transferred there. - later attended
Oxford. We went our different ways and -joined the security services and
unfortunately died when his car went off a cliff in South America. -
_was another of the boys | was friends with at St Mary’s. | was a very
solitary child.
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vr S VS M- [allcr any of the others, wanted to make sure we washed
ourselves properly and that included ensuring our genitals were clean. They were
concerned about cleaning ourselves but then they never changed the water. If you
were near the front of the queue the bath would be reasonably clean but if you were
towards the rear the bath water was filthy. Mr was quite brutal during the times
he supervised us as he would push our heads under the water.

Clothing/uniform

My parents took me to Aitken and Niven where we purchased the school uniform. It
mainly consisted of brown corduroy shorts, yellow shorts, brown pullover, a double
breasted brown overcoat with yellow cuffs and a cap. We also bought a kilt and clothes
for sporting and gym activities but no casual clothes were allowed.

We were issued clean clothing each week. The assistant to Matron dealt with this, |
don’t know her name. She would take your week’s laundry and hand out the clean set.
If any of the clothes handed over were soiled in any way she punished you. She would
hit us very enthusiastically and took pleasure in hitting us with her hands or anything
she may have nearby.

Leisure time

There was a little leisure time between completing prep after tea and before we had
to go to bed. During that time there was very little time allowed for us to watch any
television, the one programme | can remember was Top of the Pops. | did read a lot
of books, which | really enjoyed.

If you were there on a Sunday then you went to church and had Sunday lunch. Often
| would go for a long walk, sometimes with some of the other boys. If it was not nice
outside or | was not in the mood for a walk | would sit and read for hours. There were

times | would practise playing the piano.
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School

We attended classes in the morning and some in the afternoon. We moved from class
to class depending on the next subject being taught. One of the teachers | had was
Mr whom we nicknamed ’. He was cruel with his punishments in the
classroom and would use the wooden board protractor to administer twelve strokes.
Those strokes could be over the hands or sometimes over your bare legs, sometimes
you were hit over the knuckles. You would expect to be punished two or three times
in a week. It did not only happen to me but | saw other boys being punished in the
same manner.

| was quite a bright child and picked things up quickly. Despite this if | did not like the
teacher or what was being taught | would sabotage the lesson by being as disruptive
as | could. | did find that the teachers there were good at their job and each seemed
to know their specific subject.

We had sports most days in the afternoon. Some of that included Rugby in the winter
and tennis and cricket in the summer. | was not someone who enjoyed doing sports
but | did enjoy tennis.

During the term | could go from being first in the class, which | was by some distance.
If | was unhappy | would deliberately not do my work and finish bottom of the class. |
was unhappy as | was living in fear and was fed up with being beaten. | chose which
end of the scale | was in the mood for, it was the only way as a child that | could protest
silently about what was happening to me.

Healthcare

Whenever you were ill you would be sent to the sanatorium, which was situated directly
above our dormitory. Matron would deal with any minor ailments or injuries, but as
soon as she administered any treatment she would dismiss you from the room. There
was no empathy or feelings in her treatment. Any treatment more serious than Matron

could deal with would require a doctor being called in from the local village.
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abuse the patients, including myself when | was ill. They would climb through the
trapdoor, thereby avoiding any staff checking the corridors.

One of the weekends | did not go home | attended church. While | was sitting in the
front set of pews, || l] one of the boys from another dormitory, began
touching and masturbating me. This was the only time he did anything in that church.

On Wednesdays we went to the swimming baths in Galashiels. While in the pool
_was again abusing me. He was groping me and anyone nearby could
have seen what he was doing to me. There was supervision by the teachers and | was
aware that Mr gl was in the pool. He must have been aware of what was going
on. | could not swim at that time, and still can’t, and was just paddling around. When
he assaulted me | was so scared and was splashing about, screaming and struggling,
until he eventually let me go. There was no interference from any of the teachers.

| received punishment from Mgl in his private study. He used his hands to smack
me on the bottom. | had to lower my pyjama bottoms and he smacked me. | must have
been cheeky when that happened.

If you did anything wrong in the view of Mr he would grab you and place your
head between his legs and your head pressed against his groin. He then pulled your
trousers up tight and then hit you between your buttock cheeks making sure he hurt
you sometimes catching you in the testicles.

There was a time when | was walking in the corridor when | was grabbed and dragged
into a classroom. | was then forced to bend over a desk where | was raped. | don’'t

know who it was as | had been dragged from behind and never saw their faces.

There was another occasion while | was on a school walk in the woods when | was
picked on by a group of boys from the school. They ripped the clothes from me and
abused me. | cannot remember the names and to take myself back to then is much
too painful.

TP
& walked

These things were all happening randomly. There was even a time Mr
in when | was being abused. He just turned and walked away. | woke each morning

10
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The-l was at Fettes the at that time was Mr and for-
_there it was Mr Chenevix-Trench. | later learned that Mr

Chenevix-Trench had been fired from Eton for abusing boys there. The governors at
Fettes still thought it was a good idea for him to run our school. This was why | blame
the school for most of the abuse that happened to me. They knew what Mr Chenevix-
Trench was like and still took him on

| can remember one of the members of staff called Mr & an-teacher. He
and his wife were really nice people. Later in my time at Fettes | even babysat for
them. There were times when some of the boys were round at their residence for tea.
This was all above board and there was nothing untoward with those visits.

When the houses amalgamated into School House, Mr Pighill became the House
Master. He did not understand me as a young man and he had no concept of
homosexuality. He was not someone you could go to if you were having problems.

There was a teacher there, | later learned in life that he was accused
of abusing some boys at the school. This was not my experience and | found it sad
that he did that, as | found him quite inspiring.

When | was in sixth form that was when girls were allowed to attend Fettes. At that
time there were only twelve who arrived. | was really friendly with them and they were
all aware | was gay. | am still in touch with some of the girls. We even went shopping
together at Harrod's.

Routine at Fettes College, Edinburgh
First day

Mr Jones was the House Master was who looked after us in College West. He was
completely ineffectual. | am not sure he even knew everyone’s names who were under

his care. | can remember he smoked a pipe but | had no confidence in him whatsoever.
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penis and testicles. | don’t know the boys who carried this out. | only heard about it
and did not witness it. He was given the nickname of after that.

There was nothing put in place to protect me. If | came out and told them | was gay
then the teachers attitude would be | must have asked for the abuse. It also remained
illegal in Scotland.

Leaving Fettes College, Edinburgh

| left Fettes in 1974. | wanted to go to University of London. | wrote to them and they
gave me an unconditional offer, but wanted me to get my Maths O-level. | did attain
straight ‘A’s in all other subjects, Maths let me down and stopped me getting in there.
| tried to do to Philosophy at North London Polytechnic but that was a disaster and |
did not stay there. | then went to a finishing school and they helped me get my Maths
O-level. | was then able to go to Edinburgh University and studied English Literature
and Drama.

Life after Fettes College, Edinburgh

Part of my life that | enjoyed at school was my music. This led onto me being involved
in the entertainment industry and the making of television programmes.

My main career in life was as -for many people in the entertainment industry.
| was always given the most difficult people to deal and dealt with them well. | was a
great success and became one of London’s most successful -I could name

many famous people that_ | have been to the Oscars, | have been
to Buckingham Palace and Balmoral. | have also eaten at the White House. But even

in my life as a successful [JJjjj! could I o someone, but |

could not have that person come near me to thank me as | could not stand someone

touching me.
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Taking legal advice is not been easy and | have found this whole process very
triggering. | just want the schools to acknowledge the abuse and their utter failure with
safeguarding me and for them to give me an apology and for whatever else is awarded.

Lessons to be Learned

| don’t have an objective answer to what should be done better in private education as
| have the opinion that they should not exist. | believe it is the responsibility of parents
to bring up their own children and not pass it to those schools. Pastoral care within
those institutions should be a priority.

Other information

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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