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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

CRV

Support person present: No

1. My name is My date of birth is- 1956. My contact details are

known to the Inquiry.
Life before going into care

2. My mother and father are [ anc JJlf They are still alive and in their eighties
now. I'm named after my father. | have two sisters. | was five years old when my first
younger sister came along, so | was in effect an only child until | was five. My other
sister came along about a year later.

3. My father was a soldier in a Scottish regiment and as such we moved regularly. My
early memories are from Germany and Cyprus and a Scottish highland town. | did
actually have a year in primary school in the south of Scotland. | then went to Royal
Army Education Corps schools in the Far East.

4. | had a very happy childhood. There was a lot of moving around but when you're that
age you don't think it's that unusual. | missed Scotland. | remember the year in the
primary in the south of Scotland as lovely. We were kind of settled and all the
relatives were around. It was nice. That was part of the reason that | thought it would
be good to go back to Scotland to boarding school when the offer came.

5. A colleague of my father had a son who was already at Queen Victoria School. |
think he had been there for about two or three years, and that's how my father got to

know about it. It was discussed with me and at the time | thought it was a good idea.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

| think my parents only had to pay for pocket money and things like that. | think the
fees were paid by the Ministry of Defence, that’s my understanding. | remember my
parents bought me football boots. Perhaps travel was only partly paid by them. |
sometimes stayed with relatives in Scotland when | was on holiday when my family
were abroad. My parents obviously got some sort of list of what | needed, like a
cricket jersey, football boots and a few other odds and ends, and they were all
packed away. | didn’t have a uniform then but when | did we travelled in uniform.

| think we arrived about 9:00 pm because all the junior school were in bed sleeping. |
think the lights were still on up at the senior school and | think they went to bed
between 9:00 pm and 10:00 pm | walked up the driveway and | was met by a Mr

| recall he seemed nice at the time. He showed me to my bed. There was a
red light in the middle of the dormitory. | was in Abercrombie one. He pointed to one
of the lads and said he would take care of me the next day. That was basically my
introduction. | think Mrjalis was just one of the teachers at the time. He went on
to become my housemaster later on. | can’t recall if he introduced himself as Mr

an at the time.

| didn’t have many personal possessions. | was travelling such a long way, | didn’t
really bring very much. The following day | was sent to the quartermaster to get
kitted out. | got my uniforms. | was never given a tour or introduced to the staff or told
who was who. Maybe | missed it.

Mornings and bedtime

We woke up to the sound of a fire bell at 7:00 am, which was like the hammers of
hell. You would then have about twenty-five minutes to get to the dining hall, unless
you were on duty, when it would be twenty minutes. A bugler would blow his bugle at
7:20 am telling you that you had five minutes to go. If you were on duty you had to
get over to the dining hall and lay the knives and forks, collect the tea and do various
other things. The rest of us had to be there at 7:25 am. If you were late there were

penalties to pay. The bugler had to play a G note at 7:25 am. You had to be in the
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21.

22,

23.

24,

25.

there was no dust. There was a points system and if something wasn'’t clean you
would lose points. Occasionally | lost points for the dormitory. My dorm leader let me
know that it shouldn’t happen again. | would get a clip round the ear from him for
letting the dorm down more than once. | wasn't a tidy boy.

It would have been one of the teachers who inspected the dorm. It wasn't always the
same person. The head of Wavell House was Mr sometime inspected the
dormitory. One of the teachers, Mr regularly inspected the dorms. One time
he dragged me out from watching a film because my cupboard was in disarray.

After this we went to the chapel. I'm trying to remember if that was a daily thing or a
weekly thing. | can’t remember. We certainly went at least once a week, but it might
have been more. After that we would go to our classes until lunch time then back to
classes depending on the day. On Thursday afternoon it was sports.

We had our tea about 5:00 pm then went to our trades, where you learned highland
dancing, piping or drumming until 7:00 pm. We then went to prep. The junior school
had prep from 7:00 pm until 8:00 pm, the upper school from 7:00 pm until 8:30 pm.

In junior school you were doing homework supposedly. We then went to the dining

hall and had supper, which was juice and a biscuit.

On a Saturday we had school until lunch time and then we had free time in the
afternoon. If the weather was nice we were thrown outside and we would try to find
things to do. Sunday we had chapel again. Some boys were Catholic and | think they
went to a different service. There were very few Catholics. | wasn’t anything but |
went with the Church of Scotland. Once a month we would have a parade after the
Sunday service. This was a full dress parade with the pipe band. Monday mornings
were not so good. You had Monday morning beds, when you stripped them ready to
be washed. They kept us all busy, there were a lot of things to do. That was the
basic week.

There were some inspections that went on occasionally, once a month or so, these

were out with the normal dormitory ones.
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31.

32.

33.

34.

left during the first year | was there. You didn’t often see these guys. The rare times
you saw them was when you were getting punished. | saw him to get punished for
bad behaviour on a school trip.

The first head master was Lieutenant Colonel Clark. He left in my first year. The
second head master was Mr Harrison. | knew him a bit more as | went to the
shooting range on a Saturday with another boy and he was there. The last head was
Mr Evans, but mostly we didn't see the head master.

Then you had the house masters. Mr was the master for Wavell House. They
all had nicknames. His name was, | have no idea why. Under the
house masters, | suppose there were two sides of it. There was the academic side of
it and the day to day, living side of it. Then there was the Brigadier, who was the
figure head of the school. His name was Hope-Thompson. | only ever spoke to him
once. He was an extremely nice old gentleman. Then there were the humble form
masters.

| got on very quickly and moved up very quickly at school. They had small classes
and good equipment. The teachers were mostly competent. There was one or two
that didn’t have a clue. | don’t doubt that without the school | wouldn’t have done so
well academically as | did. It depended on the teacher and the subject whether | was
taught through fear or inspired.

The one real problem | had was with the [[fijteacher, Mr Gl He was a
strange character. My understanding now is that he was perhaps damaged
psychologically in the war. | think he was a_and he was captured by
the Russians. All of this | found out later. At the time I lived in fear of him. He had a
strange teaching technique where you would be belted if you didn’t do well in his
class, which horrifies me now. Surely it was illegal, even back then, to belt children
because they didn’t do well in their -exercise. | don’t know how that was
allowed to continue. Someone should have known. Someone should have stopped
it. I think it must have been fairly obvious. On one occasion he drew his tawse on the
blackboard with blood in red chalk dripping from it. He gave it a name, ‘-
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35.

36.

37.

38.

-. Apparently he had drawn blood from someone when he belted them. | was
pretty horrified by it. It's difficult to be objective about how often he belted boys but
my recollection is that it was a common occurrence. He was a small man but
extremely good at giving the belt. He should have been reprimanded at some point,
I'd like to think so, but it didn’t stop him belting me when he judged my ||l
exercises substandard and | don’t recall him stopping belting boys at any time.

He was given a _and at the time this was a rare thing as they

cost a lot of money, and he didn't know how to use it. He would have you memorise
your- essay, then we would all rote repeat the essay. You would see the lights
on in the ||| 2tc into the night with SRl marking the papers
in each individual booth. | would often get a D and he would belt me. | remember one
day in the _I said, “Oh my God” into the microphone as my memory
again failed due to stress”. The next day | walked into the class and he said, “Boy,
God won'’t help you” before belting me. That was his sense of humour. At least when
others belted you it seemed more justified, whereas used it as a teaching
aid.

The art teacher was good. | remember being inspired by him. English was pretty
good. | remember when we had a change to more civilian teachers they were much
more imaginative and more inspiring.

We were studying for Scottish ‘O’ Levels, then | did my Highers at a secondary
school in the south of Scotland after | had left Queen Victoria School. | passed all my
“O” levels except French. | don’t know how much damage was done changing
classes and schools between ‘O’ Levels and Highers, although | did well in my
Highers and went on to university.

Each dormitory had a dorm leader. | don't know if they were supposed to hand out
punishments, but they did. The school didn’t seem to keep an eye on that, so |
suppose they were okay with it. Then there were second years. When | arrived | was
a rookie and my second year showed me the ropes. | count myself lucky that my

second year was very nice to me and likewise | was nice to my rookie.

9
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58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

| got a phone call from my auntie once. It was when the school did Songs of Praise
from Dunblane Cathedral and | was in the choir. She called to say she had seen me
in the choir, so that was a highlight.

| cannot recall any formal inspections. | assumed it would happen but we were never
told. Nobody spoke to me. Hopefully that's one area where things have improved.

Healthcare

There was a small hospital. | can’t remember the name of the lady who ran it. There
was a tragic occurrence when one young boy died. His name was ||| ] He
died in 1971. He was in the year below me. He complained about headaches and
the woman who ran the hospital didn’t

recognize the severity of his condition It was a strange type of misty part of my time
there. He died at the school. It seems unreal. | might have just blocked it out but |
believe it was a brain haemorrhage he died from. It was a tragedy that | feel was not
properly explained to us. I'm not sure how it affected the lady in the hospital, because
there was another person took over the hospital. | don’t feel it was handled well. |
don’t know what they did or didn’t do.

| was sick a few times and in the hospital on a couple of occasions. It was quite nice

there. You were sick but could sit and play ‘Risk’ and things. | remember | had a sore
throat and temperature. Everybody went on holiday and | had to stay for a day or so.
On that occasion Mrwas very nice to me, which wasn’t always the case. He

was kind of supportive. He might have even ran me down to the railway station.

We got check-ups every now and again. | remember getting one in the senior school.
| imagine | got inoculations but | can’t remember specifically because I'd had so
many through travelling a lot. There was a visiting dentist but dental inspections were
irregular.

Running away

14
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63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

Some boys ran away occasionally and were returned to the school by the police. |
remember one friend of mine made it all the way home. Some quit the school. | did, |
got to fourth year and then | went to a comprehensive school.

Discipline & abuse at Queen Victoria School, Dunblane, Perthshire

The basic forms of corporal punishment was the tawse, we called it the ‘driv’, as well
as the very badly named soft-shoe. This was actually a running shoe and it was far
from soft. It was a rubber running shoe, which was administered on your behind. |
knew the tawse and the soft-shoe reasonably well. | was never caned but some boys
were, but that was in private and you never saw it.

| remember being soft-shoed in my first year in Cunningham House and it was very
humiliating. It still hurts to this day, the emotional side of it. Sometimes | was hit
when it wasn't appropriate. | remember my first punishment was when | was doing
drill. 1 would have been ten years old. Mr[g=3 the |||
came up behind me and struck me on the back of the head. | don’t know why to this
day. | was very small then, so | sailed through the air.

There were other punishments that the non-teaching staff used to give to maintain
discipline. | mean by “non-teaching” that they didn’t teach academic classes but
taught us “trades”. The trades were piping, drumming and highland dancing.In the
trades | remember getting ‘Charlie’ once. This was when a hand was placed across
the face then the middle finger pulled back and smacked you on the nose. There

was that kind of rough and ready side of it. It didn't happen very often. | got ‘Charlied
once and | saw it happen to other people.

The first time | was soft-shoed was in Wavell House. We were in prep. Some people
were talking, there was some misbehaviour and a Mr i the- teacher,
was on duty. He asked who was talking. Nobody owned up so he soft-shoed all of us
in our pyjamas later that evening. This was in the stair well and there were sixteen or

seventeen of us. Normally you would hold the bottom rail of a bed.
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68.

69.

70.

7.

There were other punishments like lines and detention. | mentioned and
there is still bitterness towards that. The most humiliating time | was punished was in
Cunningham House. | think Mr [gigiJJj iost his temper and behaved badly in my
opinion. Someone threw a hairbrush at me and it hit me on the knee. It was pretty

i came in. He

sore. | threw it back and it skidded across the floor just as Mr
asked who threw the brush and | stupidly owned up to it. When I reflect now | should
have shut my mouth. He asked me to pick up the brush. Like a gunfighter | slowly
walked back with the brush. He said, “Is that as quick as you can do it boy?” | think
my reply was along the lines of, “You didn’t ask me to do it as quickly as | could”. |
assumed the position. He laid in pretty hard with the soft shoe, done it twice and |
started walking away. As | moved away towards my locker he told me | wasn'’t
finished and to assume the position. He hit me again and that kind of broke me. | fell
to the ground in a heap and he walked away. I'm still bitter about it to this day, and it

really wasn't justified. Usually you were in your pyjamas and it was over the clothing.

| would like to know if the punishments were ever recorded. I'd be surprised if they
were. The soft-shoe was generally one stroke, sometimes two. The belt was also
one stroke, sometimes two. Punishments were generally done in the presence of the
class or the dormitory.

Caning was done behind closed doors. It was the housemaster who would do this
but | don’t know the details. One time another boy and | cheated in a cross country
run. We decided we would cut out a little bit of the course. Mr saw this and
made us run round to the lower end of the burn, back again, then back down and |
slipped at the burn. My friend was going to help me but Mrshouted, “Leave
that boy alone”.

On one occasion they had a boxing competition. Two boys were put into the ring,
whether you'd ever been in a ring or not or had a boxing lesson. You had no choice,
everybody had to take part in the boxing. Your weight was taken and you were
matched up with someone to fight for three minutes. That was part of the school. It

wasn’'t good. This was a one off when | was in the junior school.
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77.

78.

79.

80.

fear. There was a feeling that the staff just didn’t care. It surprised me there wasn't
more intervention when bullying was taking place. | guess the boys thought it was a
free for all. | can’t remember anyone ever being pulled up for bullying.

| was one of the few pupils of the school who never made a standard. This was a
kind of midway mark for swimming, cricket, athletics. You got points, which went to
your house total. | was in what was often refereed to as ‘The spastics’. When
everybody was playing in the first fifteen or the first eleven, “the spastics” would do
cross country running. That's what Mr. called us, ‘The spastics’. | think he
thought it was funny. It was not a termed widely used by the boys.

| ended up going to hospital after fighting with another boy and he did too. | was
getting ready to go up to the town on a Saturday | guess and he started throwing me
about. There was lots of wrestling and struggling and | got upset with this whole
business. | grabbed his finger and ended up dislocating it. As we walked away we
shouted at each other and he swung and hit me really hard and | flew through the
dormitory door. We both ended up in the hospital and that was it. | had some cock
and bull story about being hit by doors, | don’t know what the other boy said. This
happened a year after the boy had died.

| must have been going around the school with a big shiner of a black eye. The
nurse would have asked me what was wrong. | think it was seen as part and parcel
of everyday life at the school. | was pretty much under stress most of the time. |
looked forward to going to see a movie on a Sunday evening. That was a kind of
escapism. | felt afraid and a few others would have as well. | am very glad | asked to
leave the school.

Reporting of abuse at Queen Victoria School, Dunblane, Perthshire
It never occurred to me to complain abouts behaviour. That was the

culture of the school and there was no-one | would go to, to tell. There was no-one |

would have trusted enough to tell. | supposed it didn’t seem like abnormal behaviour.
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95.

96.

97.

| still don’t understand why a teacher like could behave the way he did.
He was obviously toiling, from my point of view anyway. He probably had his positive
sides but unfortunately they were eclipsed by his misplaced faith in corporal
punishment as a way to promote the learning of _ He should have
been spotted for what he was. His approach may well have worked for the many but
it was at a high cost for the few who he sacrificed in place of finding truly motivational
strategies. | put it down to ignorance.. People make mistakes, like Mr. For
the most part his intentions were positive if perhaps debatable. On occasion he let
emotion cloud his judgment and in such situations it is important that checks are in
place to stop regrettable behaviour. | feel that opportunities were missed.

Other information

The story of the boy tied to the chair with the kit bag over his head, if someone
comes forward and tells you that then | can corroborate it. That's one of the reasons
| have come forward.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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