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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

QYH

Support person present: No

My full name is 'y name at birth and whilst at school was
My date of birth is [ B 1954 My contact details are

known to the Inquiry.

Early life in Germany

My Father was a weapons expert in the Armed Forces and was posted to Rotenburg
in Germany. It was a former Luftwaffe base and was taken over by the British after
World War 2. | believe he was a Corporal in the army at that time. By the time he
finished his 22 year service, he was medically discharged and | believe his rank was
a Sergeant at that time.

| was born in Hamburg, which is near Rotenburg, in a British Military Hospital. | lived
at home in Rotenburg with my mother, ||| I 2nd my father,-
My sister, ] came along when | was three years old. She was born while we were

in Catterick in Yorkshire.

We moved around to other parts of Germany, as well as other countries, and were
also back and forth to England. Most of my early memories are from being in Germany.
We ended up in a little town in Germany called Wetter, which was in the Ruhr Valley

and was home to an army base workshop.
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invited a few boys in to his flat and his wife had made us a special cake. | think it was
near Christmas time. Sadly, however, he failed in teaching me maths.

Most of the teachers at my school were army Colonels and Majors from the teaching
part of the army. | would think they all had teaching qualifications.

Some of the civilian teachers walked around wearing the long, black cloaks and the
board hats. It was all very old school.

| ended up doing metal work, wood work, which | was good at. | also did technical
drawing, which | excelled in.

| think | sat prelim exams but | didn’t sit any O levels. | left the school with no
qualifications.

As an adult, | have seen documents from my time at the school, which were signed
before | started, stating that | was only going to be there for a total of five years. Maybe
this was because of my father’s rank in the army, so on reflection, | was never going
to be getting any O or A Levels while | was there.

Discipline

Mr B was our | -che"- He had a nasty habit of

throwing blackboard dusters at children. He didn’t mean to hit you, and quite often he
didn’t. He intended for you to move to get out of the way of it, so that you would fall off
the high stools we all sat on.

Mr SR was the [Jjteacher who we called because he was

I He had fought in the war and had quite a reputation for being a fierce young
man. He had a leather belt, which he called ||| | | I 2 he gave it to us in

class quite a lot for misdemeanours.
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| didn’t have classes with Mr SRl out he gave me the belt if he saw me standing
by the radiator. That was the discipline in there.

All of the teachers used corporal punishment in class. They used the belt, or the cane
for something more serious. You never saw anybody get the cane. It would happen in
the housemaster or the headmaster’s office, depending on the severity of it. | can’t
actually remember the name of the headmaster, but | am sure he was alright.

I never got the cane myself or saw anybody getting it. | would say the use of discipline
at the school was fair. It never did me any harm. | don’'t remember having any gripes
with any of the masters or the staff at school. We had a laugh with some of the masters.

In secondary, the dormitories were joined with corridors. The housemaster’s room was
at one end of adjoining dormitories and the matron’s room at the other.

We had dormitory rivalries and would have inter dormitory battles, which usually took
place at 4 am on a Sunday morning. We would also play rugby in the dormitory
sometimes. We got caught a few times and would get in trouble. We would usually get
lights out half an hour early as a punishment.

Leisure time

We had some free time after classes during the week and at weekends.

We had a games area in our junior dormitory where we had games that we could play,
such as Scrabble, Monopoly, or there were model railways we could play with. There

was also a table tennis table we could play on.

On a Saturday, if you weren't involved in sports, you could go into Dunblane, or stay
in and play games or sports. You could do the same on Sunday, after church.
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One Sunday night in the dormitory, ||l came to my bed under the cover of
darkness and punched me in the face and ran back to his bed. | was semi awake and
saw him scramble back to his bed. | ended up with a very black eye and bruising round
the socket. It was very painful. That was the last straw for me and | knew | had to get
out of the school.

I remember standing outside the _class and | could not stop crying
because my eye was so sore. Mr the teacher, saw me crying but did not show
any concern | don't think he liked me anyway. None of the teachers said anything or
asked me about it, and nobody got me medically checked in case there was severe
damage.

| couldn’t stop crying and asked to speak to my parents. They tried to stop me from
phoning but | was so upset and kept asking, so they had to let me. The housemaster
was standing next to me when | made the call. | could say what | wanted and |
demanded that my father come and remove me from the school straight away. | was
crying and was in such a state. | didn’'t say why | wanted to leave and neither my
parents nor the housemaster asked me why.

| didn’t tell any of the teachers about it. Although the staff made out that their door was
always open and you could talk to the housemaster whenever you wanted, you didn't
know if that was true or whether they would believe you. You also worried that you
would be targeted by the bullies for telling on them.

Leaving Queen Victoria School
| have since found out there was correspondence between the school and my father

after the first phone call | made. | phoned my parents several times over that week.

My mum and dad came to collect me about a week later and took me away. | left the

school on -1 970.
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This man was really critical and said that the abuse didn’t happen and he didn't see it.
He was an ex police officer and had been quite senior so it was quite appalling for him
to react like that.

At the top of the post, a man called || | I ho | believe was at the school
at the same time as me as well, wrote a message drawing peoples’ attention to the
Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry. It then goes on to ask people who would be willing to
give a positive and factual statement of the school between 1930 and 2014 to contact
the headmaster, who in turn would put them in touch with the school’s legal team to
take a statement.

| was disgusted to see the way people reacted to any suggestion that abuse had taken
place at the school just because they hadn't seen it. Of course they didn't see it,
because abuse happens behind closed doors. | didn’t see the boy [Jil] being
stabbed, but that does not mean it did not happen. It clearly did happen.

| didn’t say anything or reply, because | can’t go on there as I | have legally
changed my name by deed poll to I but | don't want to go on with that
name because | don't want people to know about what has happened to me in my
life. | have worked hard to keep it out of the press, so | have kept quiet . This has
caused other mental problems along the way. It is never simple.

| wrote to the school four years ago and told them what had happened to me at the
school. It wasn't to blacken the school’s name, but to make the school aware that
abuse does go on. The headmaster wrote back to me acknowledging that the school
had failed me. He invited me to go to the school to speak to him and see how the
school is now, but | didn’t as it is was to painful at that moment in time.

Lessons to be Learned
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It would be useful for children to know for sure that there is an adult in the school or in
boarding house that they can talk to if something is bothering them. It is not enough to
say that their door is open.

Schools need to have better, more robust reporting systems and protocols in place so
children know for sure what to do if anything happens to them. They could do this with
better communication.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Signed.......ccoooviieiiiiiiieee . B e

05 December 2020
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