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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

CQE

Support person present: No

1. Myname is GGG | o<fer to be known as gl My surname

at birth was[gRiJand this is the name | was known by at school. My date of birth is
_1 970. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going to boarding school

2. | was born in Edinburgh and into a large farming family and | grew up in a farming
community in the Borders. | have one older sister. Farming was a strong tradition in
both sides of my family.

3. | went to the local primary school for years P1 to P3. It was a very small school with
around ten pupils and one teacher. All the children came from our farm or the
neighbouring farms. It catered for pupils in years P1 to P5 only.

4, My first teacher retired and she was called Mrs Allen. | believe she used the strap,
although | never saw that happen. Her replacement, Mrs Anne Shiel, didn’t use the
strap. The strap was never used on me and | never saw the strap being used on a
child, but | know it was used by the first teacher as a warning to the children. | only
saw it when Mrs Allen took it out of her desk drawer as a warning. Both of the teachers
were kind people.

5. | don’t recall any issues with this school. When | was aged six or seven my mum had
to spend a few weeks in hospital for a planned operation and my sister and | stayed

with my aunt. This meant we went to a different school in Perthshire where my aunt
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13.
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16.

17.

The school closed down in the year after | left. It reopened as a secular school and is
unrelated, except in buildings, to the school | attended.

| witnessed and was subject to the physical and emotional abuse of catholic and
protestant students in this school. This was done by some of the nuns and as a
punishment for having done something wrong. Some of the nuns hit the students with
slippers, hairbrushes, other implements and with their hands. This was not a one off
hit but a repeated action. An alternative punishment was to make students pray in a
kneeling position, separated in long corridors, facing the wall for hours at a time and
at night when we should have been in bed.

Some of the nuns differentiated between Catholic and Protestant children. Catholic
children were treated more harshly.

There were two nuns in particular who | would pick out as treating the students badly.
Their names were Sister Sl and Sister RN the [l teacher. |
believe that there were other nuns that physically abused students but | did not witness
it nor was it done to me that | can remember.

Sister [SiGIII was a teacher for my class in [Jfjwhen | was aged seven to nine
years. - was a composite class for students aged from five to nine. Sister [JiEI
was also in charge of the younger boarders’ dorms on ‘bottom corridor’ and had other
tasks in the school.

If girls were caught talking after lights out she would come into the room and punish
girls with a slipper, hand or other implement on their back or on their naked bottom or
legs. That happened to me a lot of times, more than five and less then fifteen.

She would also get us up in the night, as a punishment and make us kneel down to
pray while facing the wall. This could happen late at night, separated from others and
alone in a dark deserted corridor. This happened to me at least twice that | can
remember. | saw other girls taken out of the dorm for hours on end and they told me
they were put in various corridors and separately in the gloomy darkness. | can
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19.

20.

21.

22.

remember girls coming back to the dorm and telling me they had been taken to the
boiler room and left in darkness again for long periods of time.

For girls who wet the bed in my dorm they were woken up at 11pm, by Sister
and made to strip their sheets and wash them in the bath there and then. This never
happened to me, but | saw it happen routinely.

| had a friend my age called - she was from overseas and had African and
English heritage and was Catholic. | have spoken to her and confirmed that she is
content for me to share some of what | witnessed happening to her at school.

On occasions | saw Sister comb her curly afro hair with a wire brush that was
something like my mother cleaned the cooker with, and she would be yanking at it and
this would make her scalp bleed. Some nuns made her pray in the kneeling position
for a long period of time on a bump on the floor where the lino merged. | remember
the tears running down her face and her legs shaking as she had cramp. On the
occasion | remember she had left her tennis racket outside. | also saw her smacked
by hand and also with the slipper and a hairbrush.

I ioined as a full boarder when she was six and was unhappy at school.
Sometimes | would go to the school Chapel to keep her company while she prayed.
We would take her to our house at the weekend and she came many times to our
home. She learned to ride horses with us and my mum used to buy her special
product for her hair and give her pocket money. Apart from us, her older sister and
other weekly boarding parents she was alone in the UK terms of practical and
emotional help and support.

My friend -contacted me some years ago and asked if | would make a statement
to the police about what | had witnessed at school happening to her. | said | would,
but she never got back to about that specific issue but we do remain in contact. At the
time I didn’t understand why-was treated so badly, but looking back it | believe
was because of her heritage.
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24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

Another school friend, called ||l and ! got caught whispering after lights out
in the dorm. | remember Sister [Jiall screaming at her ‘The B on your pillow is for
Baby’ and absolutely walloping our bare bottoms with a slipper, her first and then me
as | lay in the next bed to her.

On one occasion, my friend_ and | got into the bath together, we were
about eight. There was a strict bathing schedule for us and we had to bathe separately
and only once a week for full boarders. We were caught and were in serious trouble.
Sister el vas screaming at us right up in our faces calling us ‘wicked and sinful’
and | had no idea what she meant. | had to ask my parents at the weekend what it

meant.

We were only allowed one bath per week. My mother complained and | was allowed
two. One on a Tuesday night and one on a Thursday Night — during Top of the Pops.

The food was terrible, there was not enough of it and the quality of it was poor. | can
remember some of the dishes even now. We ate the same thing on the same day
week in and week out. We were made to eat everything on our plates and we had
little option than to comply. | can remember being forced to eat sour milk on cereal
and lemon meringue pie that had fallen on the dirty floor, been scraped off by hand
and put back on the service tray and then dolloped on my plate.

Two sisters, [l an BB -2~ away from school. They would have been
maybe nine and ten. They were away all day and got twelve miles. The police picked

them up. Another time_and others ran away. | don’'t know how far
they got.

We used to go home every weekend on a Friday afternoon and go back to school on
a Monday morning. There was a bus that took us to Kelso and then parents took it in
turns to come to collect us. | never stayed in the school for a weekend. | would never
have wanted to do it and | had made my father promise that if it was really snowy he

would come in a tractor for me.
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87.

88.

89.

90.

Some teachers did not have an additional formal qualification to teach above their
degree or their teaching qualification was not recognised in Scotland. Despite this, |
believe | was well taught. If you needed extra help in any subject you just had to ask
the teacher and they would help you outside of the classroom.

We were graded for effort and a grade for attainment. The ethos of the school wasn’t

academic it was based on more than academia.
Religion

Before the school day started we attended the Episcopal chapel for a hymn and a
lecture. It was not a religious school, but nominally Christian. There was a-
-_who would wear a il over his suit. If you were
not Christian you did not have to go to a religious service. There were lots of
international students of different religions who didn’t have to go. Sometimes | went
with my Catholic friend to the Catholic Mass on the RAF Lossiemouth base. The
option was there to pursue your own religion.

Assembly would be taken by the headmaster and _The

headmaster did most of the talking and there were speeches and notices given out.

Then _would then tell us what today’s lesson was and a pupil would
read it out. We would then sing a hymn and there was a bit of a lecture given by the

head teacher.
Trips / Holidays

The school had a training yacht that the school used for us to sail train along the west
coast of Scotland. In my lower sixth we went all round the Western Isles. It was hard
work and there were twelve of us sleeping in births. There was [R 2"
the Bosun- We all had to sail the boat and some of it was fantastic. The
school had more than one captain and more than one Bosun and | did not know them.
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92.
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94,

95.

96.

97.

We had to do a morning swim and were expected to jump in the water first thing. |

hated that because it was freezing, but kind of fun at the same time. (R EGTGN
was very stern but you knew he was kind at heart and would push you in if you didn’t

jump in the water yourself. In Gordonstoun culture, it was reasonable to expect
students to jump into the freezing sea. If you could not swim or were sick you would

not have to swim. The push was to get you in as you dithered, giggling and squawking,

and not an act of abuse. If you had been genuinely afraid you would have received

help to overcome your fear, you would not just be pushed in. Even though we had to

do this, my cruise was a happy time and | remember it with great affection.

| went home to my family at the end of term. The school chartered a train from Elgin
and | got off in Edinburgh. There was one teacher on the train. Kids got up to all sorts
of mischief on that train. It went all the way to London.

Leisure time

We could go to the shops in Elgin on a Saturday afternoon. | don’t think | ever went
to a museum or concert out of the school, but you have to remember the geographical

location we were in.

The three pillars of the Round Square and Hahn Philosophy was service in the
community, outward bound education and seamanship. These were the focus of our
free time.

Everyone did some level of service in the community. | was in the Fire Service. You
could serve in the Coastguard Service, the Special Boat Service or do Community
Service or the Grampian Mountain Rescue.

There was outward bound training from the start. We were well trained in survival and
map reading with a compass. It sounds like a lot of responsibility, but even looking

back | am clear that | was entirely safe in the hills.

| also had to do compulsory seamanship in addition to school sail training, known
colloquially as cruise. The school had two cutters in the Hopeman harbour and you
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121.

122.

123.

124,

125.

When | came back | went to chapel that first morning by chance they sang the same
hymn that they had sung at the funeral. | ran out of chapel crying and ran down the
campus. One of the students came to find me. He kind of coaxed me into my A’ level.
| had missed the first half hour or so. | spent the next week or so walking round the
school grounds at all times of the day and night like a zombie on autopilot with a red
puffy face. | sleptin the day and walked around the campus all night. | spent one night
in a barn on a neighbouring farm listening to my Walkman radio. Nobody in the staff

team seemed to notice.

It was at this time that | took myself to Inverness for the day. | walked to the end of
the drive, went into the post office to the pay phone, | called a cab, went to the station
and got on the train. My previous trip to Aberdeen to the Hospital had given me the
skills to get away and | did. | spent the day walking around the centre of Inverness
aimlessly in my school uniform. Nobody in the staff team noticed.

The only staff member who helped me was Mrs Evans and she came in one evening
to talk to me, | believe it was the only time she talked to me. | wrote a note to
OKX explaining | was distraught and | could not be relied on to do the Fire
Service duty as | knew | was expected to go to Aberdeen for a week to be in the
Anderson Drive Fire Station, as described earlier. He never acknowledged my note
or replied. On auto pilot | just went to Aberdeen and did a week in Anderson Drive Fire
Station living residential with the all-male Crew in an all-male station. | had never met
any of them before, but | was accompanied by two of my Fire Service buddies from

There was absolutely no system that | could access at that time, to deal with emotional
crisis at Gordonstoun. | just had to deal with it myself.

Running away
| don’t remember anyone running away.

| wasn’t aware of people being away overnight because they'd run away.
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137.

138.

139.

140.

OKX

or B 2 he e 0 bo catle, was to
I o< also an [ teacrer, and N o the fire service for

Gordonstoun Station. | was in the school fire service and my only contact with him in
my first few terms was through the fire service.

| was in the fire service from the start of my time in the school.

made me feel uncomfortable to be around. | was aged sixteen to eighteen years of
age.

Early on, | remember | saw a female student in the watch room completing an entry
in one of the books and her saying under her breath ‘don’t leave me’ and | knew there

was a problem. told me not to call him ‘Sir' and to call him [EESI

All male staff had to be called Sir, except him. He was blurring the boundaries.

He would always smile at me, but he was dead behind his grey eyes. The eyes just
didn’t match with the smile and it wasn’t genuine. | can picture his face even now. He
wore glasses like the old national health black ones. He had greyish hair that was over
to one side and a crooked front tooth. He had an odd, effeminate, camp demeanour
about him and he gave me the creeps.

He'd put his hand on my back lightly and on my bottom and rub it down slowly, but
really lightly during a drill or when moving around the station or moving me around in
training. So, for example, if | needed to hold the hose in a different way, it would be
done with this inappropriate light touch. In fire service we had to touch each other
because many of the positions were a two-person hold. We would do this firmly and
with confidence as firefighting is hard. It's not a place for light touching and although
we had fun in fire service, off duty, we knew it was serious business and we were there
to save property and possibly lives. The way he touched me was not appropriate for
context. Those touches should have been firm and directional, those holds should
have been tight and linked, not this light almost airy brush, but it was done within the
context of when it was legitimate to touch me.
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142.
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144,

145.

146.

He'd also take hold of me by the tops of both my upper arms and he would kiss me on
the forehead or on the cheek. | remember this happening and | remember the grip on
my upper arms. It was almost sore and no way of breaking free and that kiss plonked
on my forehead as | tipped my head down to my chest to escape, leaving my forehead
exposed.

He was taller than me and it was impossible to escape this hold. He did it in a way that
| couldn’t say, at the time, was sexually motivated but the first time it happened | was
shocked because the grip was nothing like the almost effeminate way of touching me
in drills and other activities. He kissed me like this between five and ten times before
| got wise to him and learned not to put myself in a position where that could happen.
| used to call him ‘Sir’ and he would correct me and say ‘Call me Galll with that
strange smile.

| don’t remember going on many call outs with him. We got skilled in the fire service
at not leaving girls alone with him. It was understood between the girls.

He reminded me that | had keys for the fire station and | could work in the Watch Room
where it was quiet and | could have peace when every | wanted. He also showed me
where the additional food and biscuits were kept and that | could take some but they
were meant for us when we returned tired from a fire not for this circumstance.

Later on in my time in school | was made a_and it was also called
_I didn't like it and | didn’t want the role as | didn’t want to have
to see SN 2ny more than | had to. It waswho

made me|Jlll My name was written in the school rule book and that is how |
found out | had been made a- Nobody asked me. If they had, | would have
said no. It meant | had to open the-in the morning, if it wasn’t already open, and
definitely lock it again in the evening. It meant | would have to go outside to the-
and walk round it myself to check it was empty before | could lock it. | locked it after
10pm every night. The -was five minutes’ walk from my boarding house.

This meant | had keys to the- and if you had keys people could ask you for the

keys or for you to deliberately leave it open for them. It was a multi-functional building.
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148.

149.

150.

B o= e those keys knowing that | would have to do duties for
him, but also it would make me more popular with the kids as kids could use that

building for time alone and time with a partner. It was ||| G
who were made ||| ]I

Being [l 2'so meant | had to go into the Jijin the morning and ensure
everything S ~ccded in the ] was there and ready for him,
such as- He wanted me to help him get his-on over his suit. From the
beginning | said no and | walked off and | was determined that wasn’t going to happen.
He never said anything to me after | pulled away from him. He never asked me again
to pat down his|Jli] ! used to keep my eyes down and not meet his eyes and march
really quickly into the fJjj arab the|fjand march out without breaking my stride
or making any eye contact.

If | had complained it would have been difficult to say it was of a sexual nature because
| did not really understand what was happening as the messages were so mixed. |
was new to the school, | had never been taught exclusively by a male teacher before
and | had no reference points to understanding the kind of hierarchy that existed at
Gordonstoun. It was 1986-1988 and in the context of that time, it was, and is, hard
to understand what this touching and chaste kissing was. A nod to an outdated notion
of the weaker female sex, an opportunity for some inappropriate covert authority figure

sexual harassment or something we would now in fact now call grooming.
Andrew Keir

There were issues at the school about the behaviour of Andrew Keir after I'd left.
Andrew Keir was a physics teacher and in the fire service and he did his training with
me. He was an odd guy and socially awkward.

During a fire drill one day, he came up behind us and told us that his wife was heavily
pregnant and her nipples had gone brown like walnuts. There was no preamble to this
conversation he just launched into. In the corner of my eye | caught a glimpse of the
other girl, we were sort of trapped there with the hose on full pressure, our arms linked

in the drill and we were braced against the pressure of the water. It was the end of
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152.

153.

154.

that conversation with him. At the time | felt | needed to stay away from. | was new to
the school and | had so much to get used to and it was just another thing on a list of
strange things to get used to.

| definitely didn’t know Andrew Keir behaved inappropriately with other students. |
wasn't involved in the prosecution case against Andrew Keir although | did give a
statement to police about seven years ago about the incident described above.

Reporting of abuse at Gordonstoun

| spoke to a female teacher who gave me a lift back to school from Elgin one day. |
had run into her in town. On the way home in her car, when | should have been on the
bus, | told her I didn't like [ESSNNNN She told me everyone knew he was
tricky or difficult and | needed to just try to avoid him. Nothing came of our
conversation.

Several of the staff were in the fire service together, including
Andrew Keir, Miss West, Mr Emery who taught physics also, and Mr Spooner who

taught me English. Mr Spooner was a formal sort of person but kind and a good
teacher. He never did anything to make me feel uncomfortable and neither did any of
the other teachers that | remember, except Andrew Keir and It
is hard to believe that they did not have a sense of s behaviour.
We trained together, we worked together and we were a tight unit. They must have
noticed that we girls avoided him.

Leaving Gordonstoun
| did my A’ Levels at the school and left at the time | was expected to have finished.

My last term was really hard, as described earlier in my statement. | was extremely

glad to go home.
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173.

Reporting of Abuse

Before | trained in social work | made enquiries to I find out if S G vas
still at Gordonstoun. | spoke to a teacher’s child, who is a friend of mine, to ask if he
had retired. This was many years ago and he confirmed that he had retired and was

nota _either.

Later on | was told he had died.

At some point between seven and ten years ago | reported what had happened with
to police. |1did not give a formal statement as he was deceased.

At the point that Andrew Keir had been charged | had raised my concerns with Police
Scotland’s Public Protection Unit in Elgin that | had been subject to what | believed to

be inappropriate behaviour by and that he and Andrew Keir had
been in Fire Service together, that there may be a connection and wider risk.

Records
| don’t know anything about record keeping at Gordonstoun.

| am aware that a friend of mine contacted the school to request a particular document
and she had a conversation with someone at the school who told her that some
records had been lost.

Gordonstoun had a difficult period about six or seven years ago. People who were
linked up in the school started talking about the bullying and there was a Facebook

page.
A number of people were sharing their school experiences, some of these were

upsetting, and I think it was around the time my friend was trying to get her records
and couldn’t. On the Gordonstoun Facebook page people were taking about different
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188.
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191.

| have outlined some of the abuse that | saw and was subject to when | was placed
outwith Scotland. We need to consider whether Scotland has any responsibility to its
children who are placed outwith Scotland, and how that can be balanced with the right
to family life and the rights of the child to be part of the decisions being made around
them. Unpacking that will need detailed and informed consideration.

Most of what | experienced at Gordonstoun was good and happy and | made lifelong
friends and am part of a lifelong extended community. It is a long time ago and what
| talk about has to be seen within the context of the late 1980s.

| can identify areas that were lacking for me. There weren'’t enough visible staff and
no one staff member | felt | could trust. | was bullied in my first year and | had nobody
to turn to and make it stop. | attended a key medical appointment on my own, on
public transport with a hand written map. | was uncomfortable around Ra
OKX and there was no mechanism that | knew of to report it. My friend died
and despite being in personal crisis there was no mechanism presented to me to
support me through this. | was aware generally that there was some bullying amongst
some the boys that seemed to go unchecked. As a consequence of this | did not
always feel safe and | did not always feel nurtured.

Students need to have an advocate who is independent from their parents and their
schools. This needs to be independently managed out with the school and should exist
for all boarding school pupils from the day they are placed until the day they leave.

Overseas students, expat and foreign national students are especially vulnerable
when placed in Scottish schools.

Overseas students, who do not have a consistent and UK present guardian, who are
personally known to them and remain their guardian during their entire time in the UK
have additional challenges and vulnerabilities around the weekend, half term and

school holiday periods.
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207. Allindividual boarding schools should be required to have a forum working with current

208.

and former students to hear and consider their views in a way that is meaningful.
These views must be heard and considered by the senior management team and the
Governors of the school.

Other information

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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