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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

FIY

Support person present: Yes

1. My name is [N Vv name when | was in care was [

That was the name | was known as throughout my time in care. When |
came back to civilian life after leaving the army | decided that | didn’t want the

surname[jifillfany more so | changed it initially (] [ was the surname on
the maternal side of the family. | can’t provide a definitive date as to when | changed

my name to [JiliJ ! changed my name to M 2bout five years ago. |
chose that name to please my Germanic and Norwegian ancestors. My German
grandfather had always wanted me to be called [iiJjso that was why | chose that
first name. My date of birth is |l 1978. My contact details are known to
the Inquiry.

2. It's hard remembering where | was and at what times when growing up in care and
with my mother and father. The majority of it is set out in the records | have
recovered but not all of it is there. | have tried to detail as best | can what |

remember.

Life before going into care

3. My fathers name is||| NN He vas ex-sAs. o[ ¢ in

the Territorial Army. My mother’'s name was _ She married so many
times that her surname may have been -at another time. Her extended family
was German and she herself spoke German. My first language was German

because of that.
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17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

remember them coming round the rooms once during the night. The rest of the time
those staff members just sat on their arses in their wee room downstairs.

There was no staff member that was assigned to me or had the role of a key worker.
There wasn't really a specific staff member | could go to or speak to if | had a
problem. If | ever had a problem | would go to the nurse but that wasn’t anything
official.

Staff

R < A  tre pioco I e os I

! was aware of when | was there. He was a very red blooded American
male. | don’t remember what S s day to day role in the place was.
All | remember is that he was [AJJJffand he had a lot of money. As far as I am
concerned he didn't do anything but wave money about. | believe [l
S <t 2bout a year and a half after | first got there. | would have been about
nine years old when he left. That would have been in approximately 1987 or 1988.

B - S  cn | joined. He ended up being Rl
S piece. Ho N o of N N N

around about 1987 or 1988. His nickname was '” | don’t know what

REEN cc day to day further than being EREIIII of the place. I

Nigel Lloyd was a teacher who came in some time after | started at Starley Hall. He

became deputy principal ||| S - <ither 1987 or

1988. He was old. | don’t know what he taught because that was never made clear
to me. He used to play rugby. He was a good mate of i He smoked a
pipe. It was never explained to me what his day to day role was.

Mrs [ and Mrﬁwere about the only teachers who were really nice
people. They were both older. Mr[ggiililjlived in Perth. Mrs [Jjjjjwas a blonde

haired woman. She had a couple of daughters. She was absolutely perfect and
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22,

23.

24

25.

26.

lovely. She was never abusive. Her whole family was lovely. | don’t know what Mr
B tausht but Mrs Jljtaught Home Economics. They ended up marrying
one another during the time | was at Starley Hall. Looking back, they were the only
two staff members who really cared about the children at Starley Hall.

S =5 2 teacher at Starley Hall. I'd say he was in his thirties when | was
there. | don’t know what he taught. All he would do is pull his guitar out in class and
strum away. He would say that we were going to learn music but he actually didn’t
teach us anything. | don’t remember us ever having an instrument so | don’t know
how he was “teaching us music.” | remember sitting there just thinking that | didn’t
want to sit there just listening to The Beatles, Maggie Moo or whatever he was

playing.

EAB was a teacher in Starley Hall. He was Italian but | don't believe he
taught Italian in the school. | don’'t know what he taught. Mrs _was RS
did s wife. She taught lalian. She would have been in her late thirties

when | was there. She was a lovely lady.

Mr (Gl was a teacher there but | don't know what his first name was. | am not
sure how old he was when | was at Starley Hall. |1 don’t know what he actually
taught. He had a hooked nose and he was one of the staff members who would stay
overnight in the main building.

Miss O’Shinska was a teacher there. She was another staff member who stayed
overnight in the main building. | think she later became a teacher in the educational
side of the place but | don’t remember what she taught. She was one of the staff
members who stayed in the main house overnight.

There was a younger male teacher who came into Starley Hall. | don’t remember his
name. He had hairy arms. | don’t remember exactly what he taught but | remember
him coming into the place and doing silly little drawings of things like “Thomas the
Tank Engine” with lots of different faces. | remember he did one for a boy called-
and called it “Puffing [l
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27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

Mrs[igilf was an older lady who was a teacher. She is probably dead now. | didn't
like her. There was a permanent female teacher who taught Scottish country
dancing. | don’'t remember her name. | don’t think she taught anything in the
corrymex initially but later went on to teach-

There was a male staff member at Starley Hall who did nothing but drive. | don’t
remember his name. He wore a lot of very Arran style jumpers. | would say he was
in his forties during the time | was at Starley Hall. |1 might be slightly polite in that
estimation.

had a female secretary who | don't remember the name of. |
remember she always used to come out ofs office with ripped
tights. There was a lady who worked in the castle who was a dressmaker. She
would repair your clothes. There was a nurse who had a small office upstairs in the
main building. | don’t remember her name. There was a dinner lady. | don’t

remember her name.
The children at Starley Hall

There were children from all over Scotland who went to Starley Hall. It wasn't just
people from the local area who went there. | remember there were boys from
Kirkcudbright, Kilmarnock, Glasgow, Perth and Dundee. All | knew was that we were
all there because we all had ADHD. It wasn't called ADHD back then though. It was
called MAD. | can see why they chose the name that they referred to it as.

There were both boys and girls at Starley Hall. | remember that, at the age of eight, |
was the youngest there. The oldest children there would have been between
seventeen or eighteen. The younger and the older children were kept separate. The
younger children would stay in the main house and the older children would stay in

the gatehouse.
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40.

41.

42.

43.

There were set bedtimes and routines. | can’'t remember what the times there were
surrounding that. | remember that when | was in the left-hand room it was really
early. | remember going to bed after Top of the Pops was finished. Looking back, |
don’t know why | had to go to bed so early. When | was in the middle room it was
maybe about half an hour to an hour later. Bedtime was going to bed and that was
it. There was no time for reading or anything like that.

| remember speaking with some of the older children at Starley Hall who stayed in
the gatehouse. They got to go to bed whenever they wanted. From the way they
described their time in the gatehouse they had a free run of that place. | don’t think
there was a member of staff on duty during the night in the gatehouse. The
gatehouse was really small. It wasn't big enough to have a space for staff to sleep
overnight. It just wouldn’t have been possible for it to have contained the number of
children they had in there as well as a full grown adult.

Washing / bathing

There were showers in Starley Hall. We had showers a couple of times a week.
The shower times were whenever the staff felt like it. All the staff took turns
supervising shower times. The staff members who | remember in particular as

supervising shower times were [l Nige! L'oyd and

The staff used to watch us whilst we were showering. It was cubicles but the door
was always open so as the staff could see inside. The staff would say things like
“make sure that you get there.” Sometimes the staff would make you use both of
your hands at the same time to wash behind your ears then stare at your crotch
whilst you were doing that. There was no reason why they should be looking there
and not your ears if they were concerned with your ears getting clean. The way they
did things just wasn't right. It did make me feel uncomfortable at the time. Looking
back, there is no way that an adult should be watching an eight year old boy washing

his penis.
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49.

50.

51.

my throat. | remember being given deserts like semolina. | don’t know even to this
day what that stuff is. | remember getting things like that forced down my throat. It
wasn't right for them to do things like that. Nige! Lioyd and Mrs [}
were the ones who were particularly bad for doing that. They would do that in the
dining hall in front of everyone.

Chores

| remember that we were made to mop the bathrooms. We had to make our beds in
the mornings.

Clothing / uniform

When | first arrived | was given a little bag full of my clothes. There was no particular
uniform. All the clothes were second-hand and looked as if they came from the
seventies. The clothes were all dreadful. | wore corduroys, big woolly jumpers and
y-fronts with orange piping cord. Everybody wore those sort of clothes but they were
all different colours. Thinking back | can identify the other children by what colour
clothes they had. What eight year old bairn wants to be dressed like that? It wasn’t
right at all.

| remember that my number was put on all of my clothes. They used to rotate the
two sets of clothes that you wore every three days. There were no inspections of the
clothes by the staff or anything like that. It was a cold place to stay and you did need
more clothes from time to time. It was your responsibility to ask for new clothes or
get clothes repaired if you wanted them to be. | remember the amount of shame you
would feel when you asked for something like that. | would feel apologetic when |
asked for new clothes or repairs. If you needed a new piece of clothing you were
just given another piece of bad clothing. Otherwise there was a lady who worked in
the bottom of the castle who would sew and repair your clothes for you.

12
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57.

58.

59.

to put on. When | pulled the tape out and put it on | realised what | had selected was
rubbish. It was Willie Nelson. | remember the teacher being over the moon with
what | picked.

Leisure time

You could go out in the fields or go to the beach to play. My favourite was going
down to the beach. The beach was just down the hill from the main building.
Sometimes you were given activities to do in the evenings. | don't think there was
anything structured in the way that they put on activities in the evenings. The sort of
activities that were done in the evenings were things people like Mr [EJJJj would
put on. He would drive you to a park or to the beach. He would ask us in the
evenings who would like to go and those that wanted to would put their hands in the

air.

| remember that some of the children had board games at Starley Hall. When | was
about ten years old | stole a wee boy called|Jffs pass the pigs board game. I'd
never seen the game before so | decided to steal it. In 1984 they turned part of the
corrymex into a clubhouse so as we could go there to relax. There was one of those
big standing stereos with all the little levels in the room. It was trying to look like a
Technics system but it was actually a piece of shit. We could play records on that.

got me into the scouts. He didn’t have anything to do with them. He just
arranged it all for me to join. | didn’t want to join the scouts. It was something that |
was made to do. | was the only boy from Starley Hall who went to that. | remember
that | was made to pay for a scarf and a woggle. | enjoyed some of the things that
we did in the scouts because my grandad had taught me things about survival in the
past. | wanted all of the badges. However, | didn’t find the scouts nice. | had to call
people by made up names like “Baloo.” At the same time it was a break from what
was going on at Starley Hall.

We were all made to do country dancing at Starley Hall. We did that in a freezing

cold hall in the castle. | remember them making us do the Gay Gordons. It wasn’t
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60.

61.

62.

nice. | remember having to go and present myself to the lassies and say things like
“please would you do me the honour of having this dance with me.” When you were
a big ugly freckly boy like | was and there were only ten girls there you would
inevitably get turned down. That was horrid.

| remember that the older children who were in the gatehouse were allowed to go
and do Taekwondo. They were old enough to have driving licences so they would
drive there themselves.

Religious instruction

| never agreed to anything to do with religion when | was there and throughout my
time in care. Everything was very bad. Everything had to be done for Jesus. | have
never once cared about Jesus, God or church. | don’t know why the staff were all so
intent on me serving Jesus when they couldn’t do it themselves? We had to say
prayers at morning and night. We also had to say prayers when we were about to
eat. |didn’t want to give thanks to someone who | didn’t know existed. For me it
was the nasty old lady that was the dinner lady who made the food not God.

| was expected to go to church every Sunday whilst | was at Starley Hall. | think the
church was in Aberdour. | would hide to avoid going to church and show up later on.
Not going to church was seen as being “unholy.” | remember being punched, kicked
and knee'd for refusing to go to church. When | was knee'd it was in the guts. |
remember quite a few members of staff doing that. | especially remember Nigel
Lloyd, =) and another staff member | don’t remember the
name of doing that. Your punishment might not necessarily be on the morning that
you refused to go to church. It might come later on. Nobody should be punished for
not going to, or not wanting to go to, church.

15
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72.

73.

74.

75.

at all. All | knew was that | was to be kept at Starley Hall until | got “better.” On one
occasion a social worker called Alan Keep came to see me whilst | was at Starley
Hall. He visited me about the time they were getting me ready to go into
“mainstream schooling.” They loved that term. It was as if | was going to be like
some sort of superhero for leaving Starley Hall. We just talked shit during that
meeting. | believe the meeting was held in front of [SNIGINNNG:

| don’t remember there being any inspectors or inspections. Looking back, there

really wasn’t anyone from the outside who came in.
Healthcare

| never saw a dentist during my time there. Although the school was set up for
children who had ADHD they didn’'t do anything in terms of treatment. Never once
did | see any health professionals come in from the outside. All we had was the
school nurse. She had a little office upstairs in the castle part of the place. |
remember that when | saw her she would fill in what looked like a little logbook.

Running away

| ran away whenever | was expected to do something that | didn’t agree with. That
could be anything. | ran away three or four times from the age of eight onwards. |
would run away both at night and during the day. | remember that there was no one
looking out from the top floors of the main house to keep an eye on you. Leisure
time wasn’t supervised in any way. They just didn’t care. The only times that we

would be supervised is if we were in a public place outside of Starley Hall

You could leave Starley Hall a few different ways. You could go out during your
break time out past the tower that was to the back of the main house. You could just
go down the hill and no one would see you. At the bottom of the hill was a path that
took you all along the coast. If | didn’t do that | would turn right as | came out of the

entrance of Starley Hall. | was a very good walker back then.
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82.

83.

84.

seeing my mother and give them a fake address. There was no abuse from them
but | do remember having to make up things to tell them.

The police would pull out everything to get us caught. They would look out for us
and get us when they saw us. They would just think that we were kids who shouldn’t
be where we were. The police were always nice and friendly whenever they caught
us. They would then just take us back to Starley Hall.

What happened after you got taken back to Starley Hall after running away
depended on who you got. Sometimes | was beaten by staff. All the staff members
would do that from time to time. If you got Nigel Lioyd or Sl you would get
skelped then get restrained for being violent. How could a wee boy taking on
someone that big be violent? | was tiny.

All the occasions | ran away are detailed in the records | recovered later on. |
shouldn’t have needed to have run away from a place where | had supposedly been
placed in care. Looking back, | should have been listened to and should never have
felt the need that | had to run away. | shouldn’t have had to run away to get the
attention | needed to report what was happening to me.

Bed-wetting

| wet the bed a couple of times whilst | was at Starley Hall. | was made to feel bad
after that happened. There was a physical punishment for wetting the bed. You
were beaten by staff if you were found to have wet the bed. If you pissed yourself
you were seen as being “unholy.” | remember all the people | am taking to court
doing that. Those people include Nigel Lioyd and (Sl ! would then be made
to take the wet sheets down to the laundry. It was like a walk of shame. | remember
the staff ridiculing me when | brought those sheets down. They would say “how dare
you” and make it known that they now had to clean my sheets. | remember seeing
other children being treated in exactly the same way as me. In particular remember
a boy from Kirkintilloch called-also wetting his bed.
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85.

86.

87.

88.

89.

The reason | was pissing the bed was because | was terrified. The bed-wetting was
linked to the abuse | was suffering. Why else would | randomly start pissing the
bed? | had no other reason to be doing that. Maybe if the staff hadn’t been battering
the shit out of me, or other staff members were trying to other things to me, |
wouldn’t have been wetting my bed.

Discipline at Starley Hall

| was the smallest and youngest boy there and the staff made me feel it. | was just a
tiny freckly kid. |think people saw me being the size | was and thought that | was an
easy target. | was viewed as “the naughty boy” but | wasn’t. | really wasn’t naughty.
| was just a very intelligent boy. When you were disciplined it depended on which
teacher caught you. Different teachers did different things. | didn’t know why they
were doing things to me most of the time.

They got us to do manual labour as punishment. We were all bairns and we were
made to do that. | don’t know why we were made to do that. | remember that on
one occasion in about 1984 we had to tidy the corrymex when they made a
clubhouse. | remember that we had to lift everything out ourselves. There were
children carrying out chests of drawers and things like that. There was no
supervision of that.

| remember multiple times when | was forced to stand barefoot in my pyjamas on
cold hard concrete. | remember being forced to walk to country dancing in my bare
feet. The dancehall was freezing cold. | don’t know whether they made me do that
as a punishment or whether it for something else. | never found out. There was
more than one staff member who would make do that.

Around about the time that | was made to walk around Starley Hall in my bare feet

there was an occasion where | ran into the gym hall to escape who was a staff

member at Starley Hall. | can’t remember his surname. | remember [alihead
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90.

91.

92.

93.

butting a window there. The window was one of those windows with reinforced glass

in it.

There wasn't really anything like lines or detention. | think there was only one time
when | got given something close to lines. | think | called someone a “motherfucker”
and the teacher who gave me my punishment asked me to write down all of the
swearwords. | had to write them all down on a piece of wallpaper. | remember that |
came up with some really beautiful swearwords. Looking back, | can’t see the point
of making a child do that at all.

The way they disciplined you was mostly in the form of physical assaults. All the
staff were physically abusive. They used that as a means of discipline in the school
and in the main house. The only one who wasn't was Mr“ It was brutal. If
you didn’t make your bed in the morning you would get skelped with an open hand
over the back of your hand. They would do a lot of “restraining” in Starley Hall. Why
does an eight year old boy need restraining by a forty year old man? Even if you
need to do that there are ways of doing that. You don’t need to twist the boys arm
right up their back. There’s no need to have you permanently terrified by the
prospect of that.

There were times when my shoulder was dislocated during the times that | was
restrained at Starley Hall. | remember not being able to reattach it as the staff had
my arm half way up behind my back. There were times when | was restrained purely
for asking a question. There was no reason why they needed to do that.

Abuse from staff at Starley Hall

Starley Hall was a nightmare. | wasn't allowed to do anything. | wasn't allowed to
speak to anyone. | was not respected and | was not cared for. There were no
“‘innocent staff” at Starley Hall. They were all bad. In reality, nearly all of them were
doing things that were abusive. It was all just what extent they could get away with

it. The staff really weren't nice to us. The abuse started pretty much as soon as |
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arrived and came in different forms. Everybody was emotionally abused at Starley
Hall. 1 would say 75% of people were physically abused in some way.

the shit out of me and call it “restraining.”

94. | was abused sexually at least a dozen times during my time at Starley Hall. It just
wasn'’t right. Looking back, | think that it was almost as if all of the staff had some
sort of telepathic link as to who they could abuse and who they could do this and that
to.

95. I never got the impression that the staff who were abusive cared about anyone else
seeing them doing what they were doing when they were abusive. They did do
some of the things they did to me in isolation but they also did it in front of other
people. Looking back on the way they did things, the way they would get around
that is by saying “we had to restrain him.” They didn’t have to restrain me. If they
wanted me to sit down or stand up then all they had to do is ask me to sit down or
stand up. They didn’t need to dislocate my shoulder to get me to do these things.

96. When the staff hit you they did it in such a way where they would not leave marks.
They would cover their fists in things so that they could punch you. They'd wrap
their hands with anything that was there. It was usually tea towels. Sometimes they
would hold you down in your duvet whilst they hit you with their fists, head or knees.
They did that every time they hit you. The staff members | remember in particular

doing that are [l Nige! Lioyd and Mrs

97. |1 remember that the only time the abuse stopped was following an occasion when
the staff saw what my father looked like after he came in to see me after dropping
me off on one occasion. | think someone saw the size of him and thought “oh fuck.”
The staff stopped hitting me right up until my father said to Nigel Lloyd “just fucking
skelp him.” That was like waving a red rag to a bull and they started all over again.

They continued like normal after that break. | only had two or three weeks of peace.
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Nigel Lloyd sexually abused me during shower times. He would be in the shower
room watching me and other boys. He didn’t go further than that. He wasn’t one of
the staff members which progressed to touching. | remember we couldn’t close the
curtains. Looking back, | don’t know why they thought it was appropriate to have
staff members watching boys’ penises whilst they were showering. We were
basically a free for all for them.

Kyu

103. was another staff member | remember as being physically abusive. He

104.

106.

106.

would pull me out of bed by the mattress or by my legs. | remember that he would
take me down into the kitchens before or after | went to scouts to give me some
food. It was horrifying what happened when he took me into those kitchens. | wasn’t
the only one who was physically assaulted by S} | remember seeing him

battering other boys including |Gz

He once went mental at me because | didn't have all my clothes ready for a camping
trip | was going on. He was about to drive me to go to the scouts in Aberdour. He
kicked my bags around and demanded that | go down to see the dressmaker. He
got my arm up my back and marched me around to get things. | couldn’t understand
how this guy could be bad to me when he had got me into the scouts.

| then had to go on a camping trip with (I 2nd his son. It was a father and
son camping trip so | couldn’t understand why | was there. [SIsrent all the
time with his son. | remember being completely lonely on that camping trip. None of
the other kids, or their parents, would help me. No one wanted to hang around with
me. | was just left alone. | felt like a black sheep.

On one occasion we went to a place called Beecraigs in West Lothian. | remember
that there were lots of deer there. | remember that myself and a boy called [JJjjjj oot
separated from everybody else during a walk around this place. We didn’t get
separated intentionally. Because the staff couldn’t find us we were just left there.

We were two young boys left out in the wild. We looked to get some shelter and
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108.

109.

110.

found some. | remember that the shelter was right next to a road and sleeping out
curled and huddled into one another. During that time we didn’t hear anyone out
looking for us.

It wasn’t until after midnight that we eventually got picked up by the staff. It was the
bus driver and someone else. | think it was They found us in the
shelter. When we got picked up they both kicked the shit out of us. -and | were
kicked and punched. They did this because we were seen to have been the ones
who had done something wrong. We were told that we should have handed
ourselves in. Looking back, it was all because the teachers weren'’t bothered looking
out for us that we got separated.

PBT

| remember S being both physically and sexually abusive. He was another
staff member who would pull me out of bed by the mattress or by my legs. When |
was either nine or ten years old [l s'ammed me into the wall during a
lesson in one of the classrooms. He did that because he thought | wouldn't let him
continue sitting there and play his guitar. | didn’'t care whether he wanted to play his
guitar or not. He did that in front of the rest of the class.

He was one of the staff members who would watch me and other children washing
when you were showering. He was a fat bastard. | remember on occasions other
than shower times where he would get very close to you. He would put you in
positions so as he could do that. When he stood close to you you could feel his
penis pressing against you. That wasn't right.

v
Mr Sl vas a sleazy bastard. He was a staff member who both physically and

sexually abused me. He was one of the staff members who would pull me out of bed

by the mattress or by my legs.
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113.

114.

| remember that on one occasion Mrtook us to the beach in Kirkcaldy as
our night time activity. | was an angler at the time. | was looking for discarded
fishing tackle down on a beach near there. The beach was at the bottom of a cliff.
The cliffs were quite tall. We weren’t supervised whilst we were on the beach but Mr
FAE was standing at the top of the cliff over the beach. | remember that whilst |
was on the beach | found something and turned to || lltc ask what it was.
He told me that it was a live bait feeder. | stuck the feeder in my mouth then climbed

up the cliff to where Mrwas standing.

When | got to the top of the cliff Mr [Eiilj asked me why | had what | had in my
mouth. | told Mr[gEJijthat ! thought it was a live bait feeder. He then tumned
round and smacked me round my face. What | didn’t know was that what was in my
mouth wasn't a live bait feeder. It was a type of urinal block that you put things in. |
didn’t know what it actually was because | never got taken anywhere.

Unknown younger teacher

| was sexually assaulted through the night by a man. It happened when | was newly
into Starley Hall. | was eight years old. The man tried to suck my penis whilst | was
in bed. | don’t know for certain who it was because | had my eyes shut and | didn’t
want to open them. | remember though that the man had big hairy arms and was
able to reach the top bunk. The man didn’t say anything to me at all whilst he did
that. He didn't try to get me to do anything to him or touch him in any way. Looking
back, it all just makes no sense to me.

The only staff member | can think of who had hairy arms was the younger teacher
who came into Starley Hall and did silly little drawings of things like “Thomas the
Tank Engine” with lots of different faces. He was someone tall enough to be able to
reach into the top bunk of a bunkbed.
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115. [Ea always wore black. He looked like a Guido or an Italian

116.

117.

118.

119.

muscleman. He thought he was some kind of mafia. He physically and sexually
assaulted me during the time | was at Starley Hall.

One time we were in the common room having “TV time.” We were watching Top of
the Pops. Whilst we were watching that a girl told tales on me to
She said that | wouldn’t shut up. It all came from something innocent like me saying
something like “what’s happening there?” | remember being picked up by the throat
in front of the whole school by ik When he did that | think he was
basically trying to show off. Nobody came forward to say that he shouldn’t be doing
that. He then dragged me out of the room. He hit me whilst he was still holding me
up. He only stopped when his wife, Mrs- stopped him. She asked him
to stop.
BXE was the staff member who went further in the shower room than
the other staff members who watched us. | had no idea why | couldn’t put the
shower curtain over when he was on duty in the shower room. He would masturbate
me and make me touch him. | don’t know why he thought it would be appropriate to
touch me where he did. He also tried to sexually assault me in the kitchens. He
pinned me down on the ground and tried to get me to suck his penis.

| know that the police have been looking foras part of their
investigations into the abuse that happened at Starley Hall. | have been told that

they can’t find him.
Unnamed male driver

| don’t remember the name of the driver but | remember him physically abusing me
and other boys at Starley Hall. That happened on multiple occasions. One day we
were taken out to go to the theatre in Burntisland. | remember sitting in the back of

the bus, seeing an old lady and saying “there’s an old lady.” For whatever reason |
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120.

121.

122.

was so happy to see an old lady out and about walking to her destination.-
who was a girl who was at Starley Hall, overheard me and told one of the staff that |
had said that Mrs [jjjJj was an old lady. From that | ended up getting the shit kicked
out of me from the driver and one of the teachers.

Looking back, even if | did say that Mrswas an old lady then it would have
been true. There was no reason why | should have been battered for saying
something like that. Why should | have then been isolated from the rest of the
school because one other child made up a lie about me?

Another occasion when | was assaulted by the driver was after a time when myself
and a boy-were separated from the group during a trip to Beecraigs in West
Lothian. | have set that incident out above as it also included, | think,
That wasn’t the only time that | saw the bus driver physically assaulting boys. |
remember on another occasion seeing him physically assault ||| 2s we!.

FKK

| don’t remember the name of the lady who took Scottish country dancing whilst |
was at Starley Hall but | think she may have gone on to teach -there as well.
She was a permanent member of staff. | remember that if you did the dancing wrong
then she would hit you. On other occasions she would make you stand in your bare
feet in the hall. You would be made to do that if you didn't manage to get a partner
or you mucked up when you were dancing. Sometimes you were told to go and
stand against a wall. When you were made to do that you were told to place your
head against it. The walls in the hall weren't plasterboard walls. They were real
solid stone walls. It was horrible. Standing in your bare feet or against a wall were

the polite things that could happen. More likely you would be given a skelp.
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131.

132.

Reporting of abuse whilst at Starley Hall

| wasn'’t really able to report any of the abuse | was suffering at Starley Hall whilst |
was there. There was no one to speak to. The only person | remember speaking to
was the nurse. | remember speaking to her about a couple of the physical things
that happened to me whilst | was there. | remember asking her why these things
were happening without going into detail. All she said was “I don’t know” and got on
with her treatment. She would say that or say that | was making things up or telling
“porkies.” She didn't want to listen. | have recently told the police about the times |
reported things and | am hopeful that they have chased the nurse up.

We would tell the police that we were getting abused at Starley Hall when they
caught us the times we were running away. It was always different police officers
each time we were picked up. | reported the abuse that was happening at Starley
Hall to the police when | was eight years old in a police station in Kirkcaldy after the
first time | ran away from Starley Hall. | told them about touching
me and going further in the showers. The police did nothing. It was always the
same answer when | tried to tell them what was happening. They just shrugged their
shoulders and said that we were making it up.

Leaving Starley Hall

The reason | left Starley Hall was that they wanted to get me into mainstream
schooling. A social worker from Perth told me that. | think the social worker might
have been Alan Keep. If it wasn't him it would have been a member of his team. |
remember that whoever spoke to me said that | could “go to any school in Perth and
Kinross.” | said the local high school because | hadn’t seen my family for years and |
wanted to be close to them. | didn't want to get on an hour long bus every day to go
to school. Looking back, | should have said Morrisons Academy in Crieff. That was

a private school that might have given me a better education.

32












DocuSign Envelope ID: 404B7124-6A49-4BF9-9E3E-F94CD625EDES

145. My mother eventually said “enough is enough” and | became homeless. It was then
that all the social workers and everyone else had to become involved again. | ended
up staying over a series of months in a homeless hoste! ||| ] ] i» Perth
followed by a couple of months with my uncle in his flat on _in Perth. In
the end a decision was made to place me in Nimmo Avenue. Going to Nimmo
Avenue wasn’t really announced to me. | was basically told at a children’s hearing
that | would be going there right now. That was in the panel building in Perth.

Nimmo Place Children’s Home (“Nimmo Avenue”), 22 Nimmo Place, Perth

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

146.

147.

148.
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The council house,_ Crieff
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208.

209.

Leaving the council house and going into foster care

210. | remember a couple of the staff saying something like “you’re really not doing well
so we need to do something” to me. They then decided that they needed to get me
some place secure. Looking back, by saying all of that they were basically saying
that they thought it was time for me to be going into foster care. Nobody explicitly

asked me whether | wanted that because | would have said | didn’t want that.
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to prosecute him for the things | reported. It is almost as if because they managed to
get two people to prosecute him then that is perfectly grand. It isn’t for the rest of
who suffered his abuse.

Starley Hall

260. When the police eventually approached me to speak to me about Starley Hall they
told me that they had been looking for me for years. They ended up coming to a
house in Kirkcaldy to take a statement from me. | spoke to them about a lot of
different people who worked in Starley Hall. | gave them all the names of the

teachers | remember.

261. After speaking to the police the procurator fiscal became involved. | was told that |
was a key witness against a number of staff members they are trying to prosecute
who worked at Starley Hall. I've been on countless trips to here, there and
everywhere just to see procurator fiscals to give statements about Starley Hall. |
found it hard to keep hopeful when the police and the procurator kept on wanting to
go over my evidence. It has left me wondering whether they still consider me the
person who got into trouble when | was a bairn.

262. During that process | learnt a few things from the police and the procurator fiscal. |
have learnt is that | am not the only one who has come forward. The procurator
fiscal has said that everyone had the same story. For him to say to me that what
happened to me happened to everyone else too is shocking. Other things that |
have learnt is that they haven't been able to locate |fifoecause he is “couch
surfing” and they have had no luck in tracking down

263. | was called forward as a witness in the attempted prosecution of various people at
Starley Hall in either 2019 or 2020. Amongst the people that the Crown are trying to
prosecute are Nigel Lioyd and [SEIlll The trial was due to commence in April
2020 but had been postponed because of the pandemic. At the time of signing this
statement | haven't received anything to suggest when the trial has been postponed

to. There's been no revised timescale or anything given to me. | don’t want to let
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264.

265.

266.

them get away with what they did. I’'m hoping that when that trial is held it will be all
done and dusted and | will be done.

Reporting to the Council

When | decided | wanted to report what had happened during my time in care to the
council | was directed to go to Colonsay House in Perth. | remember that | stood
outside those offices for ages waiting to go in. When I got into the offices and

reported what had happened.at Starley HaII

I was just laughed at. | don’t remember the names of any of the

people that | tried to report happened to at the council at that time.

Civil claim against Perth Council

| have a raised a civil claim against Perth Council through lawyers at Thompsons
Solicitors. They're based all over but | believe the solicitor handling my claim is
based in Glasgow. Trying to get through to them is a nightmare. My solicitor has
said to me that | need to let him know when | hear something about the trial
concerning the people from Starley Hall. | think it should really be him chasing it up
for me rather than the other way round.

Contact with institutions | was in care in adult life

| visited Starley Hall in adult life. That would have been about four years ago. | just
wanted to see the place. | walked in and walked up to the main courtyard bit. Some
people came out of the building. | remember | was speaking to some of the kids and
telling them that | used to go there. | told some of the teachers who approached me
that | was there because | wondered whether anyone was still around who had
taught me. | remember the teachers were standing around all “on edge.” That just

made me think.
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270.

Records

| recovered the majority of my care records through, and with the assistance of, In
Care Survivors. | still have them. There are no records in amongst what | have
recovered concerning my time at Starley Hall. Four years at Starley Hall and there is
no paperwork of me ever being there. To me that seems that they are trying to hide
something. There are records from my time at Nimmo Avenue. A lot of what | have

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

said in this statement is covered there.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

| have all of my medical records. There is nothing in my records from my time at
Starley Hall. | know that the nurse there filled in a logbook when | went to see her

and none of those records feature in the records | have recovered. | haven't
recovered my police records but | want to recover them too.

Lessons to be Learned

My experience of being in care was not being listened to and not being given any
help. It was horrible. No kid should ever have to go into care. If kids do go into care
they should be treated a hell of a lot better than | was. It should be a holiday. Even
now the same thing is happening with kids in care. My little brother ended up in care
and in a house in Perth and the same things are happening. It still continues. You
get placed in care at a place so they can take your benefits. You get given nothing
and they use your money so that they can continue. Why can't kids do what they
want with their money? Why does all of that money have to go straight to the social
work? It's almost as if they are saying “yeah we are going to abuse you and
completely ruin your life but don’t worry we won'’t give you any of your money.”

As far as | am concerned councils are supposed to be there to provide services like
collecting rubbish or maintaining the roads. If | want to do something with my bins
then | speak to the council. If a person is really upsetting me for some reason, but it

isn't a big enough problem to speak to the police yet, then | speak to the council. |
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fiscal looking at what happened to me in care again. | hope that the people who |
have spoken about in this statement that are still working for councils are got rid of.

279. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

FIY
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