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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of:

PRL

Support person present: No

1. My name is |GGG v te of birth is the | 1967.

My contact details are known to the Inquiry.
Life before boarding school

2. | was born and brought up in Surrey and my parents’ names were -and -
B ' have 2 I c2''<d [fZ@llland an older sister called IR
-is about two and a half years older. My father worked in the film industry
and mother was a full time parent. | attended an all-boys prep school in Surrey and
loved my experiences there.

3. | lived in Surrey till 1980 or 1981. My parents were splitting up at the time and that is
what led to me being placed at Aberlour and then Gordonstoun as a boarder. My
sister [l went to Aberlour a few months before me as she suffered from dyslexia
and it was felt that Aberlour was the best school to help her. | was not dyslexic but |
was also sent there as my mother was contemplating moving to Scotland after the

breakup of her marriage.
Aberlour House School, Speyside 1979 — 1980

4. | was about twelve years of age when | first walked into Aberlour School and
although | had left a good school experience in Surrey. | loved the feel of Aberlour
from day one. | became a fee paying boarder at the school which was regarded as

the junior school of Gordonstoun.
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14.

15.

16.

| was in a very good year group and when we went on to Gordonstoun and
completed our education with a couple of pupils going to Oxford and Cambridge and
other good universities with many becoming very senior people in their chosen
careers.

| met some of the other boys on my first day, one called ||| EGEzE: GGNGNGGE
and another called- | am still great friends with [ Hl =<

Similarly | remain friends with many of the girls in my year.-was a mentor for

me while | settled in.
Staff

Toby Coghill was the Headmaster and stayed with his wife in a large house in the
school grounds. He was a great man and was what you would describe as the
typical Headmaster of the time. He was very supportive and approachable.

David “Tatty’” Hanson was the science teacher and he was an inspiration to most of
the pupils. Richard Woods was a geography teacher and he would come on the trips
and expeditions we were encouraged to undertake. | got on very well with him. He
was a lovely man.

Mrasiliwas aJjteacher and was passionate about his [} Mr SElE was

the -teacher. Miss Cochrane and Miss Port were in charge of the younger
children and they lived in the main house near the girls’ dorms... Mrtaught
- Mrs McLeod was the Matron and she lived in the girls’ quarters. She had
help from other Matrons but | can’t recall their names.

Mr Bl and lived in the main school building. | think that most of the
other teachers lived locally nearby to the school.
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Routine at Aberlour House School, Speyside
Momings and bedtime

| think that a member of staff, who would be on duty, would wake us up at about
seven. The whole school would meet downstairs and we would go for a run round
part of the grounds. We then got into uniform and went for breakfast.

After breakfast we had an assembly of the school before we went off to classes. The
assembly consisted of the whole school meeting in a large hall in the main building.
We would sing traditional hymns and there would be school announcements. | don't
recall any disciplinary matters being raised at assembly.

We would eat lunch and we would play sport in the afternoon depending on what
time of year it was and how much light was available. We could then have an
afternoon tea before a shower and then dinner. We would have prep after dinner and
then off to bed. It was a very full day.

You did prep every night but | can't recall whether it was before or after dinner. There
was always a member of staff present to give you a hand if you were struggling with
any classwork.

| think that the younger boys were in bed by seven and the older boys like myself
were in bed from eight thirty. I think that bedtimes, which included brushing teeth and
washing, were supervised by the Matrons. Mrand Mr“were always
available to deal with any issues as they lived in the house. There was always a staff

presence.

| don’t recall any incidents through the night where the staff were needed but | do
remember being caught out of our dormitory at two in the morning by some staff. It

was near Christmas so | don’t think we were punished.
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| was very comfortable at Aberlour although some of the younger boys may have

been sad and missing home. The Matrons, Miss Cochrane and Miss Port and Mrs
McLeod, were women in their sixties and they were very maternal and caring. The
whole school was a very caring place. There were a lot of brothers and sisters. My

sister was also there.

Mealtimes / Food

You always had your meals in the dining room in the big house. There would be
twelve to a table and each table had a Master sitting at it. The tables were random
with different aged children at each table. The food was typical school food and gave
us the energy to run about. | enjoyed all the food. | don't recall any of the pupils
having trouble with the food.

Washing / bathing

There was a communal showering area which also had wash hand basins. | think
that you had to shower every day and the showering was supervised by staff. | think
that Matron may also have been present.

Clothing / uniform

We wore a school uniform consisting of blue corduroy shorts, long socks, a grey shirt
and a blue jumper. You wore shorts and plimsoles for going for a run in the morning,
the girls also wore a top when doing the morning run. The girls had a similar uniform
but they wore culottes.
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103. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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