Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

DFU

Support person present: No

My name is REENEGEGE 'y date of birth is [ 1980. My contact

details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before boarding school

My dad died when | was one year old so my mum brought my brother and | up. My
brother's name was -and he was two years older than me but he is no longer
alive. My mum'’s name is | iilland she was a full time mother. We lived in Ireland
until we moved to Scotland on ||l 1989 when | was nine years old.

In Ireland | attended a pre-school and a primary school but neither were residential.
When we moved to Scotland, | went to Edinburgh Steiner School for about a year and
a half as a day pupil before | went to Fettes College, Edinburgh as a boarder.

| don't think that my brother really recovered from the death of my dad and he was
quite angry which was difficult for me as his younger sister. | went to Fettes for a safer
environment because my brother sometimes directed his anger at me. | asked to go
to Fettes and my mum agreed. | chose Fettes because my great-great grandfather
went there and | thought it would please my mum’s uncle, who was the family patriarch.

Fettes College, Edinburgh
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46.

necks and ears. This happened at the benches at the side of the pool while we were
waiting for everyone to congregate before swimming so he would do it in front of
everyone. It kind of escalated.

'm particularly aware of two girls, ||| |  2n¢ that he used to

do it to and both of them were yet to develop. | think it used to happen to ||| Gz
as well but she began to develop breasts so he lost interest. | think it also happened
to | Those girls were all between eleven and thirteen around that time. He
was generally very hard and strict and we were all frightened of him so him “tickling”
the girls was the only nice, fun, soft bit. Initially everyone thought it was ok but the girls
that it actually happened to began to feel really uncomfortable with it. | remember the
girls saying they were uncomfortable as well. | don’t remember the specific
conversation but as a group we would talk about it not being ok. We were concerned
about the more underdeveloped girls. We would devise plans to avoid it. He had a
desk at the side of the pool so if someone walked out first then the next person could
walk out and avoid him so we would do that. | remember walking out first because he
wouldn’t touch me and | felt a bit braver in that situation. | think the girls that he “tickled”
also felt responsible that they were providing the only nice bit of the whole experience,
the bit when Mr Stein would be nice and happy. It's hard to say when it started and
when it stopped. | have particular memories of it happening but | couldn’'t say how

often it happened.

| remember him picking up one of the girls, | don’t remember which one, and carrying
her, under his arm, into his office and locking the door. His office was along the deep
end of the pool. I'm not sure where the incident started but my first memory of it starts
from somewhere between his desk at the corner of the pool and his office door. | don’t
know which girl it was but she was wearing a swimming costume at the time. She
would have been between eleven and thirteen but more likely either eleven or twelve.
It was a weird experience where it wasn’t ok but it was also fun and exciting. We didn’t
understand what was going on. | remember specifically banging on his office door and
us all jokingly threatening to kick the door down. There were squeals coming from
inside but | don’t know what was going on and sometime later the door opened again
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50.

51.

On one occasion, when | told the Mr Stein that | was indisposed and couldn’t swim
and then three weeks that happened again, | was given trouble for lying and sent to
the headmaster. | was quizzed by Mr Alexander, the headmaster, about my menstrual
cycle but he didn't believe that | could have had my period again within a short space
of time. | think | was only eleven and | was mortified. There is a chance that | could

have been twelve at that time but it is more likely that | was eleven.

Mrs Allan must have heard me talking about it because my understanding is that she

went and spoke to the headmaster about it. According to Mr Glen, who told my mum,

Mrs Allan told Mr Alexander that it's not appropriate to quiz a young girl about her

periods and after that they never asked about it again. | think that Mr Stein kept on

marking it but | don’t remember getting any further grief about it. Mr Glen told my mum

that Mrs Allan had really had my back on that one and then it was through my mum

that | knew that Mrs Allan had spoken to the headmaster. | think my friends
told her mum about it and her mum told my mum which is when she spoke

to Mr Glen.

2. was v | = cne surmer term he

handpicked five to seven kids to go and spend a week on his yacht, off of the west
coast. When they came back all of the kids were really weirded out by this behaviour
and they said that he had been really inappropriate. There was a port hole above the
loo that was up quite high and when one of the girls, ||| was on the loo, she
looked up and saw him peering down at her. | think a few people said that he had done
that. The way that he had behaved with them and the way that he had handled them
was a bit weird and they weren’t happy with it. | can’t remember if anyone reported it
at the time but | remember everyone talking about it. There was something that went
on with |||l on the yacht that we all thought was not ok but | don’t remember
what it was. | think there was some touching thing that went on. ||| as in
the year above me and-was in the same year as me.
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54.

55.

| can't remember who it was but a member of the teaching staff was aware of these
stories going round about SEiioehaviour and | can remember us being spoken
to about it. We were told that these were terrible things to say and that we were
ungrateful. | think this was said to the whole junior school as | wasn’t on the trip but

was there when this was said.
School Culture

It is difficult to put into words but there was always a sexualised element to the school.
There was a lot of sexualised activity amongst the pupils from a young age that either
went unnoticed or undealt with. | remember one teacher catching pupils snogging and
she was mortified and ran away so nothing was done about it. Twelve year olds weren’t
having sex but when you were thirteen, you went to the senior school and it was the
done thing that the minute you went there you had sex. Amongst the Junior School
there was activity that should have been monitored or spoken about. There was a lot
of snogging, a bit of penis touching and a lot of dares. There were boys that would like

to show their erections under their trousers.

During my first term, the summer term of 1991, when | was still ten, there was an
incident involving pupils two years above me. During prep something happened and

a girl, | o I s alone in a room of boys. My understanding is that
one of the boys, ||| c- I rinned her against the pigeon holes

and groped her. | don’t remember how | came to know about that so | don’t remember
how much of that | was told and how much | have assumed but after that incident girls
were not allowed to be alone in a room with boys. My pigeon hole was in the room
where this incident happened. | remember someone pointing out to me where she had
been pinned and | felt uncomfortable that it may have been on my pigeon hole. The
behaviour of the girl involved became more challenging after that but | don’t remember
anything happening to the boy. | remember still seeing him around the school and |
felt intimidated by his presence because we knew he had done something. We didn’t
receive any education on how boys should treat girls or how girls should expect to be
treated.
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57.

58.

In the schools | went to after Fettes there was none of that going on so it was quite
specific to that environment. We had very extensive sex education but that was just
about the mechanics. We weren'’t taught anything about relationships or the emotional
context of sex. It was like sexual activity became a currency and you were cool if you
were doing these things. We were all really young and we were peer pressuring each

other into who would go the furthest.

Fagging was more of an issue in the senior school than the junior school. You would
hear about it going on there but it never happened in the junior school and | never had
to do chores for someone who was older than me. Fagging involved being assigned
to a more senior pupil. The purpose of fagging was meant to be for the mentoring of
the younger pupil by the older pupil but the practical application of it was generally that

the younger pupil would serve the older.

Incidents involving

I had a friend called CEANE 2d she had two brothers in the senior school,
one of which was in 6" form and the other was somewhere in the middle. The brother
in the middle, - and two, maybe three, other boys were locked in rooms
separately from one another for a full day. Mr along with either
their housemaster or the deputy headmaster. It was a full eight hours and they weren’t
allowed to eat, drink or go to the loo until they had signed statements saying that they
had smoked cannabis on school property. They were interrogated and told that the
others had signed it so they should just sign it too. After eight hours i orother
signed it and was then expelled from the school. | think that must have happened when
| was in second form. It was probably the second half of 1992. | found out after school
either the day that it happened or the day after it happened.was a day pupil
and after school | would go to the car when she was being picked up so | think | found
out about this from either or her mum. I'm not sure how much | was told on
that occasion and it's possible that [galjorother, -told me more about it
further down the line.
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60.
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62.

When their mum found out about it she kicked up a stink because, whether her son
had or hadn’t smoked cannabis on school property, the treatment was not ok. | couldn’t
say specifically what [GEJJJfj mum did. The school went on a massive mission to
blacken their names and it was a difficult time for [glfj and being her friend in the
junior school was tricky. [SMIIIIfe started to get harder and harder and the way that
the staff were treating her was becoming worse. The staff were not doing anything
explicit but | was aware of a coldness towards her. Mr Alexander definitely showed a
significant coldness to her and he was noticeably more strict towards her than the
other pupils. The school was trying to push her out because of the way that her mum

was making noise about the way her son had been treated.

Things got difficult for the elder brother as well and every little thing that he did wrong
incurred a punishment until eventually he was put on a final warning. It was all
completely out of whack with how everyone else was being treated.“decided
to write a letter to Mr [ EXANE the senior school, to complain about
the way that she was being treated in the junior school and she asked that Mr
Alexander, head of the junior school, not be told. She gave a catalogue of what had
been happening and she said that she didn't think it was fair. | remember reading the
letter but | can't remember the contents of the letter. | saw it before she sent it to Mr
Bl and | think it's likely that she wanted me to proof read it.

Mr Gl told Mr Alexander about the letter and | remember that in assembly Mr
Alexander was obviously really angry. At the end of assembly he asked that
BPR see him in his oﬁice.@was really frightened and crying so | told her
not to worry and that me and another girl would go with her to his office, which we did.

When we got there Mrs B :s standing outside of Biall

SR office and Wwas able to walk past her but she stopped me and
said that | couldn’t go in. | went past her anyway and, when | got into his office, Mr
Alexander told me to leave. | refused and | explained that | didn’t think that i

should be on her own and that she didn’t want to be on her own. | told him that he
couldn’'t make her be on her own and there was a long discussion about that until
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64.

65.

eventually | was threatened with expulsion if | didn’t leave the room and | was
physically pushed out of the room by Mrs

The door was then shut so me and the other girl who had come to the office waited on
the other side of the door and we could hearsobbing away. | couldn’t make
out what Mr Alexander was saying to [EXalll] but it went on for a good twenty or thirty
minutes of him speaking to her and her inconsolably sobbing. At points his voice was
raised but | couldn’t make out what he was saying. s then came out and she was
ushered past me by Mrs who took Sl into her office and shut the door
again. Eventuallycame out and she had pulled herself together a bit but she

was still really dazed. | remember that then told me that Mrs [ had
called me “a bitch”. | was shocked and | went into Mrs [JEllilf-oom and asked her

if she had called me a bitch. She said yes so | asked her why she had called me that
to which she replied that she had said that because | was a bitch.

| stormed off and went looking for | spent ages looking for her and by that
point everyone was in their classes. | eventually found her curled up in one of the
shower cubicles in the changing rooms, just an absolute heap and a complete mess.
She told me what Mr Alexander had said but | don’t remember the detail of that. It
turns out that while this was ongoing EEJJJf)j mum happened to call to confirm

mdentist appointment and Mrs [Sllllnever mentioned anything to G

mum about what had just happened nor the state that Gl was in.

| didn’t know what to do other than take [ijalffhome to her mum because she lived
quite near to the school. [EEMI was a day pupil. | thought about what would be the
best way to do that but | knew that if we told the school then they would refuse to let
us go so | thought the best thing to do was to sign out so that they knew where we
were. We signed out and walked to [gJffhouse but her mum wasn’t in so we
phoned my mum and she came round. “ mum then came home and called the
police because | had been mishandled and [l had been locked in a room against
her will. The police took statements from us at the time. | think it's likely that NI
mum also made a report to the school. My mum spoke to the school but | don’t think
that she made a formal report.
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67.

68.

Reporting of abuse at Fettes College, Edinburgh

After M mum had called the police, they came round and took statements but
nothing was done at the time. It was tricky because there was me,ESalland another
gir, | during the incident. Apparently the other girl's statement was
different to mine and EESJffwhich meant that the police couldn’t use any of it. That
was what | was told by EESJJffmum when | was older, which was frustrating because
they had locked [GEMl]in a room against her will, pushed me around and failed to
recognise that there was a child in a very distressed state. On that day, my statement
to the police was specifically about what had happened that day.

| think Mrs Alan must have heard us talking about Mr Stein because a bunch of us
ended up standing in Mr Alexander’s office and he was asking us questions about
what was going on. We were there to speak about Mr Stein and his general behaviour
and we spoke about the incidents where he had been inappropriate. | remember there
being at least six girls in his office but I'm not sure if they were just from my class or
my year group or whether there were girls there from other classes within the junior
school. He asked us what had happened and we told him about Mr Stein coming into
the changing room while we were undressed, the tickling, the inappropriate touching
and nibbling. Mr Alexander was very serious about it but | don’t know what happened
after that. | was in Mr Alexander’s office during the winter months and | think it is most
likely that | was twelve.

| believe that something was said to Mr Stein because he became really horrible and
pushed us really hard in swimming after that. There was a very distinct difference in
Mr Stein after we had told Mr Alexander what had happened and he was very hard on
us. He stopped coming into the changing rooms and all of the inappropriate touching
and tickling stopped but he was clearly punishing us for having told Mr Alexander what
was going on. There was no follow-up from Mr Alexander after that to check on our

welfare.

18



69.

70.

71.

T2

Leaving Fettes College, Edinburgh

| was due to leave Fettes at the end of second form but | didn’t finish the term and the
day that | took Esllllhome, after having been to Mr Alexander’s office, was my last
day at Fettes. My mum spoke to Mr Alexander on the phone that day and he said that
| could come back to the school but that if | did then | would be on a final warning for
expulsion so | said that | didn’t want to go back. | think | went back on my own to Mr
Alexander’s office and asked for my trunk and told him that | was leaving. | left during
the summer term of 1993 when | was twelve. | had been in the junior school for two
years and | never went to the senior school.

| later saw now [ around 2019, for a drink in Glasgow. She

had been a couple of years below me at school and she told me that her memory was
that suddenly and | were there and suddenly we weren’t but the school never
really spoke about it. | remember there were a lot of rumours flying about at the time
and the school was making out that it was all SSIImother’s fault. EESII didn’t go
back to the school. | think everyone was told not to talk to us and | had no contact from

the school administration after that.

Schooling after Fettes College, Edinburgh

After Fettes, | went to Strathallan School, Perthshire for about a term then | went to St
George's School, Edinburgh for a about a term and then | went to Kilgraston School,
Perth and | stayed there for about three years until | was sixteen.

The schools that | went to were chosen by me but in discussion with my mum. My
mum had bought a house in Perthshire that was about half an hour drive from
Strathallan which meant that | could try being a day pupil.

Strathallan School, Perthshire
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90.

brainwashed by it. Going from being inside of that to suddenly being outside of it had
a significant impact on me. It was almost like being disowned by your family, you feel
that level of rejection. That is quite a big thing to try and reconcile as a young person
and | don’t think | did. | started to reject everything because | didn’t trust that everything

wouldn’t be taken away from me at some random moment in time.

Boarding schools are an odd environment and they have an idea about how you mould
a child into being a certain way and you either get very indoctrinated into it and you
become that thing or you don’t. After everything that happened in Fettes, | didn’t want
to be manipulated or controlled and | didn’t want to become one of these machines
that they build people into being.

| think that there is a certain lack of humanity towards children in that environment that
then breeds the same in the children who are there. You either go on to be a very
driven successful man or a subservient wife and those are your two choices. Then you
bring up your own children in the same way that you were brought up so they are
banished to boarding school and then you don’t have a relationship and ultimately you
bring up children that don’t understand the nature of love, compassion and humanity
in the way that | think that people should.

My sixteen year old self was very much just rebelling against everything and not really
feeling safe anywhere. | don’t think anywhere felt safe and | was desperate to grow
up, move out and be my own person. | wanted to find out who that was rather than
just being a product of the school who existed to make the school look good.

Once | left Fettes | had no faith in bothering to try because of the way that | had been
held back academically. | had repeatedly and unfairly been held back in the B class
when | should have been in the A Class. It also fed into a general lack of trust in
academic authority. It has been a reoccurring thought in my mind that working hard
doesn'’t pay off which has made it challenging to educate myself as an adult.

| think what happened at Fettes affected my relationship with my mum because | felt
she should have stood up for me more. | was frustrated because EEMIIMum had
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92.

93.

really stood up for her children and | didn’t feel like my mum did that in the way she
could have or should have. My mum had the attitude of cut your losses and move on
but | think that her perspective was different because she wasn't me and she hadn't

lived at the school and had a family there.

| have a feeling that family got into a legal dispute with the school and |
assume that they were given a pay out because years later it all stopped quite
suddenly. | assumed there was a legal dispute because they went from being able to
talk about the school, to them not talking about it. They didn’t talk about there being a
case but my assumption was that that was what had occurred. The school spent a lot
of time trying to blacken EESll] families name or at least her mother's name which |
think was very hard for them because ESSlJlimum had grown up at Fettes as
EZS orandfather had been a housemaster there. She was kicked by what felt like

her own family.

After | left | was in contact with people and there were rumours about what had
happened including that gjhad been expelled and that her mum was trying to get
the school shut down. That died down but when we were seventeen and the Mr Stein
investigation with the school happened there were a lot of people who believed that

BPR mum was behind that. There was a newspaper article that had inaccuracies

and i in it
I ' .cerstancing from GG mum

was that the guy who was in charge of PR for the school had given that information
out for the article.

Reporting of Abuse
Reporting of abuse when aged seventeen
I'm not sure why but around 1997, when | was seventeen, | was contacted by the

police and asked to give a statement. | gave a statement about Mr Stein at that point
and | told them something about ||l which | have since forgotten. | have been
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told that the man that ran that investigation was subsequently fired for corruption
because of something to do with high profile paedophilia that he had covered up so
my assumption was that he had covered up the reports from Fettes. | can’t remember
who told me that.

Around 2014 | was contacted by police and they said that they were reopening the
investigation into Mr Stein. They came up and spent a long afternoon trawling over the
minute details of what | could remember about Mr Stein. Nothing happened with that
inquiry and as far as I'm aware the case has been closed.

In 2014 | felt the police were really focusing on ||l ' had told the police what
| knew when | was seventeen but | couldn't remember what that was in 2014. The
police really wanted me to remember what | had said back then but | couldn't and that
was frustrating because it was obviously important.

There was someone who was interested in writing a book about abuse at Fettes and
her name was Sandra Brown. She was a friend of mum, Sandra
Brown had previously written a book about her father’s involvement in the abduction
of a child. Sandra was interested in what had gone on at Fettes and was thinking of
writing about it so | was asked to speak to her and | think | did. | can’t remember how
old | was.

| have never spoken to a lawyer about this and | haven't spoken to a counsellor
specifically about this.

Records

| haven't tried to recover any records from Fettes but | think that | would like to.

Lessons to be Learned
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Other information

110. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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