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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

Support person present: No

My name is My date of birth is- 1941. My contact

details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going to boarding school

When | was growing up, | lived with my parents and five siblings. | had three sisters
and two brothers. My three sisters are dead and my older brother is dead. Only me
and my younger brother,- are still alive.- lives in Larbert. We are very close
and we see each other on a regular basis.

| never saw a lot of my father because he was in the army for thirty years. He was in
the Second World War. When he came out of the army, he got a job as a
superintendent at Plean pit. He died when he was 57 of a massive heart attack. I'm

not sure how old | was when he died.

Before | went to Queen Victoria School, | went to St. Ninian’s Primary School in Stirling.
It was a local authority primary school. | got a bus there every day. We didn’t have
strictness or military training there. We would have been too young for corporal

punishment .
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Queen Victoria School, Dunblane

| was sent to Queen Victoria School when | was nine years old. | think you had to be
nine to go there. The ages of the pupils went up to seventeen, eighteen. It was a non-
fee paying boarding school. In those days, it was only for boys. It was for the sons of
Scottish soldiers, sailors and airmen. You had to sit an exam to get into the school. It
was basic English and maths and if you passed that, you got in. The exam took place
at the school. You were taken into the room and asked to do some sums. They made

sure you could read and write properly.

| think there were maybe over one hundred children at the school. The commandant
was in charge of the school, then there was the headmaster and various teachers. The
people in these positions changed quite frequently, from what | can remember. We
very rarely saw the headmaster or the commandant. The teachers were Royal Army
Education Corps officers. Most of them were alright, as far as | remember. There were
a couple of teachers who weren’t very nice with the kids. | can’t remember the names

of any of the teachers, except for who taught ||l

The school was quite strict. It was based on military training. We got our normal
education lessons, but we also learned to march and look after our kit. The school was
built on an army basis. There was dormitory after dormitory, then the headmaster’s
office, the commandant’s office, the school and the chapel. There was a grand
entrance to the school and the headmaster's office was on the right hand side. The
hospital was about a quarter of a mile away.

Routine at Queen Victoria School
Mornings and bedtime
| was in a dormitory with twenty or thirty boys. Most of the boys in my dormitory were

around my age. There was always a senior boy, that they called the senior monitor,

who looked after each dormitory. We slept in army bunk beds, which were next to each
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Running away

There were some incidents when children ran away. They went home and their
parents brought them back. | don’t know what action was taken because nobody in
my group of friends ran away.

Discipline

Discipline was quite strict. It was based on army rules and regulations, marching and
saluting. We had to stand to attention. It didn’t bother me. | reacted quite well to that.
| didn’t think there was anything wrong with that.

I'll never forget the public expulsions. They were horrifying. | remember one in
particular quite vividly. A couple of boys had been playing with each other, for whatever
reason. | don’t know if it was homosexuality, | can’t remember. They had a rule in the
school that there would be public expulsion. All the boys were marched into the drill
hall. The parents involved were sitting at the back. The children or child involved would
be brought on to a stage. The headmaster would read out what was going on and why
he was being publicly expelled. The boy might also receive four or six strokes of the
cane, across his buttocks. It was quite a horrifying thing to see. It must have been
terrible for the parents involved as well. It was supposed to set an example, to make
sure anybody who was thinking about doing whatever they had been doing didn’t do

SO.

Abuse at Queen Victoria School

There was one particular teacher who took a dislike to me, but | think he took a dislike
to most of the kids. His name was SN He was the i teacher. He's the
only teacher whose name | can remember. As you get older, you think about these
things. He wasn't a very nice person by any stretch of the imagination. We had a
nickname for him, because of when he went off on one.



30.

31.

32.

33.

WIT.001.002.8392

When hit you or gave you the cane, he seemed to get excited about it.
| didn’t know it then but | recognise it now. He had a thing about throwing his cane
about for the least thing. If you were talking in class or throwing a bit of paper at your
mate or doing a childish thing, he would drag you out of the class and give you a
lashing with the cane. That happened quite often to me and other children.

ORE caught me talking to one of my friends, who sat beside me. | was
dragged out of the class. He got me to lift the sleeves of my navy-blue jumper. | thought
I'd get the strap, but he brought the cane out. He started slathering and hit me. One of
the strokes caught me on my wrist. | had a complete and utter meltdown. That incident
was the worst thing that happened to me at Queen Victoria School.

Reporting of abuse at Queen Victoria School

When struck my wrist with the cane, it happened not long before a
weekend, on a Thursday or Friday. That weekend | was due to go home. | think | got
picked up by one of my sisters in a car. | was favouring my arm. Someone in the family
must have mentioned to my dad that I'd been crying outside and favouring my arm.
My father brought me in. He was a strict man, but very fair. He said, “What's the
problem, G Why are you favouring your arm?” | didn’t want to tell him because |
thought I'd get into trouble from him because I'd been in trouble at school. He said,
“No, no, let’s get it out and see what's going on.” He went to take my hand and pull my
jumper up and | remember flinching. My wrist was all swollen and | had a big red welt
on my arm. He told me that he wouldn’t punish me and that he just wanted me to tell
him what was going on. | did tell my dad what had happened. My dad called my older
sister.- through into the kitchen to give me some juice. | drank some Irn Bru or
lemonade and had a sweetie to calm me down.

That happened on the Saturday and | was due back at the school at 9 o’clock on the
Sunday night. My dad said | wasn’t going back to school on the Sunday and that he'd
take me back on the Monday morning. He brought me back up to school. We went in
through the main entrance. He asked me where | did my-lessons. I showed him
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the classroom. My dad came with me to the classroom. It was just after 9 o’clock and
the class was full with maybe twenty pupiis.was there.

My father was furious. I'd never seen him like that. I'm not sure whether the words |

recall are exact, but from what | remember, my father said, “Are you [SEGNG"

CRE said that he was. My father then said, “Do you know who he is?
AN s aid my name. My father then asked him whether he was responsible for the
mark on my arm and drew back my jumper. said, “Well, he was
punished.” My father said, “Not to that extent, he shouldn't be.” My father noticed his
cane. It sat in a little wooden groove on top of his desk. My father picked it up and
said, “If you ever mark my son like that again, I'll take this cane and ram it up your
fucking arse and bring it out your fucking head. Don’t ever treat him like that again.”
CRC was totally shocked. He backed right off. He had slathers coming down

his mouth and the sweat was breaking out.

The rest of the class thought my father was wonderful. They thought | was a hero. By
11 o'clock, my father had gone back to the pit in Plean. He'd given me a couple of half
crowns for my pocket money. The tuck shop was open and all the kids were coming
up to me.
R never struck me with his cane again. | don't think he did it to anybody
else in my class. Later on, | heard others boys say that he was still pretty handy with
the cane.

Leaving Queen Victoria School

I’'m not sure when | left Queen Victoria School, but | was only there for two or three
years. My father withdrew me from the school. He knew | wasn't happy with the various
things that had been going on. There was the incident with I the public
expulsions and various other things that | didn’t like. | can’t get the other things to the
front of my head just now. My father had realised through ongoing conversations over
a period of time that | wasn’t very happy. He realised that | was getting homesick and
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Hopes for the Inquiry

| don't think children should ever be given punishment of the nature that was given at
Queen Victoria. | hope that the Inquiry helps all those other children, | presume adults
now, get peace. | hope it helps them to settle themselves in their lives and get on with
their lives and hopefully have a good, fruitful, positive type of life. | know from seeing
the news and reading the papers that a lot of people have been in much, much worse
situations than | have and are deeply affected, psychologically and in other ways. It's

a sin.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Signed...

Dated...........=s 4
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