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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

Support person present: No

My name is | prefer to be referred to as My date of birth is [Jjjj
-1 961. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Background

| was born in Munich. My mother raised me after my father, who was an academic,
died of cancer when | was three. | don’t have any siblings. | am married although |
have never had any children.

Life before Gordonstoun School, Moray

My mother was from Iran and worked as a diplomat for the Iranian government under

the Shah. | initially went to a French school in Germany. We eventually moved to

Iran for three years.

My mother was later assigned to Lahore in Pakistan. | was then put into a school
called Aitchison College. This was a semi military institution. The -at this

school was British. His name was_

this was where it started with him trying to get me in there.

. He had been to Gordonstoun and

| could speak very littie English at that time. | was a Christian and being within an
Islamic school it was difficult. Lahore was very much a post-colonial establishment. It

was very disciplined.
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13.

14.
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Staff

| had a house master at Hopeman called He was

flamboyantly gay. There was a lot of homophobic comments from the other boys. His
nickname was [l He was an outstanding house master and was one of the best
teachers that | had. There was a female housemaster for the girls but | can’t

remember her name.

The next year | was moved to Bruce house. There were about 65 boys in Bruce
house aged about 12 to 18. This was the second most expensive school in the
country and we were put up in huts. They looked like where soldiers from the second
world war would live. There was no insulation and little heating. The conditions were
appalling. The house master there was Angus W Scott. He had no people skills

whatsoever. He wasn’t interested in you. His thing was to say to you “Get on with it".

Bruce had an average of around twelve boys in each dormitory. It was freezing cold.
The mattresses were filled with straw. You were given army issue blankets and that
was it. Eventually we threw the mattresses out. We were then given cheap foam
mattresses. These gave all of us back pain, so we went and got the straw

mattresses back.

Routine

15.

Mornings and bedtime

In the morning a prefect would come and wake you up around seven. If you didn’t
get up straight away you were tipped out of bed. You had to go outside in only your
shorts, no top. It was called your morning run, which was about two hundred metres.
Bearing in mind it was the Highlands and it was Winter, it was freezing. The only

time that we did not have to do this was if it was raining or snowing.
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School started about nine or nine thirty. A typical day would be education in the
morning until lunchtime. In the afternoon it would all be sports based activities. The
best of it was the school was rubbish at sports. | think every other school in Scotland
was beating them at sports.

There were two good teachers. One was who was a

I He was a very good story teller and really got you involved. The other one
was Anthony Jones, an English teacher. Unfortunately | didn’'t excel in either of these
subjects. | think this was because | still had a very limited command of English.
There were no extra classes laid on for me to try and support me in relation to this.

A lot of the other teachers were younger and were clearly there on the cheap. They

were like glorified baby sitters.
| managed to attain A and S levels in French and German before leaving.
Chores

You were assigned duties to do every day after school and at weekends. These
were delegated by your house master. | had to help clean my house area. This
included cleaning the toilets, changing the beds and brushing the floors. | thought my
time could be better spent studying. It was the second most expensive fee paying
school in Britain yet you had to do all these duties. | couldn’t understand this and it

struck me as being a wasted learning opportunity.

28.

29.

When | became a prefect | started to do the delegating. However a lot of the time
you would have to show people what to do as you were accountable for maintaining
the standards. Sometimes | ended up just doing the work myself.

There was a punishment book where it would be recorded if you hadn’t cleaned
something right. Time would be put against your name so that if one of the seniors
wanted somebody to do a job for them they could check the book. Once they found
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Other information

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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