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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

FNL

Support person present: No

1. My name is however | prefer to be called My date of birth is

-1 982. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.
Life before attending Fettes College

2. My biological father was _however my mum divorced him when | was
four years old. He signed away parental rights and my mum’s new husband adopted
me when he and mum married. At this time my mum would be known as_
which is the name | was now also known by. Mum and dad went on to have three other

children. ||l vas four and half years younger than me, -was six years
younger and-was ten years younger than me. We all lived together in Glasgow.

3. | started Carmyle Primary School in Glasgow and moved after the first term to
Battlefield Primary School because we moved house. | remained at Battlefield for the
remainder of primary one until the end of primary six.

4, If | was being diplomatic | would say my mum was not easy to get along with and this
made relationships at home difficult. | believe the reality is that my mum has
undiagnosed mental health problems and that is why she was so difficult to live with.
These difficulties impacted on relationships between me, my dad and siblings. The
difficulties with my mum have been a factor throughout my childhood and into
adulthood. When my mum was pregnant with -I had been sent to stay with my
uncle in America. My nana had been ill and had had a couple of strokes so | was told

| could go on holiday with her and be there to help her. This was from April to June
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17.

18.

19.

house near to the head masters house, at the other side of the car park. | think she
started at the school the same year as me and she lived with her husband. The way |
would describe their roles is that the headmaster was the academic head and the
housemaster the pastoral head. Mr Glen was responsible for us as boarders but he
was also a teacher who taught maths. There was of the -school,
but we were distanced from him. | think his name was Mr [RNGINIGNGNG o Kl o
something similar. | don’'t really remember seeing him other than end of term

ceremonies.

As far as other staff are concerned there were loads. Mrs Glen, Mr Glen’s wife, was
there and always around although | don't know if she was formally engaged as a
member of staff. Mrs Allan who was the matron. There would also be members of
teaching staff on duty in the boarding house but it didn’t feel like we were swamped
with staff.

They also had Australian exchange students, | cannot remember if they were there for
the year or just a term. | didn’t see them as staff as they were more like relatable big
brother and sister types.

Dormitories

When | first started | think the name of my dormitory was Whisky and there were five
girls sleeping there. We did get moved around, say at the end of terms and times like
that. There were wardrobes, we didn’t have one each, we shared them. We had a wire
drawer under the bed and a desk combined with a chest of drawers. | don’t know if
there was a reason we got moved dorms, my assumption would be the movement of
friendship groups or the progression through school. It wasn’t a case of all the girls
from one form being together, we were all mixed up. As your time at the school
increased | think there was an attempt to keep friends together or removing
problematic relationships. Moving dorm didn’t feel a punitive thing it felt like our social

wellbeing was being considered.
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38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

Even now | can clearly remember talking about the witch trials in Miss s
-c!asses. The language she would use and the way she would evoke feelings
of actually being there as we discussed how there was no way for women to win within
that structure. | think that was probably the foundations of me being a feminist.

For end of term reports you were ranked on effort and attainment. Broadly speaking,
in T Form anyway, | was performing really well. | looked back at my reports a couple
of years ago and noticed there was a difference depending on the weather. | hated
the winter term so there was no effort, no attempts to try and do anything so my
attainment was impacted. This left me middling in terms of performance. In spring and
summer | was always near top of the class.

| remember there was a teacher | was really terrified of because when he got angry
his whole face changed colour. Everyone took the piss out of him because he had a
really funny voice. | don’t remember the contents of his lessons | just remember
thinking | am never doing geography.

| think there was prefects in the school, like a head girl and head boy. | can only
remember_who was in Second Form while | was in T Form. | think they
maybe did away with that as | don’t remember there being another head girl after
- There was no fagging and from the fictional books | had read before going to
Fettes | had expected there would be.

Religion

On a Sunday we would usually go to chapel which was in the school. We had to wear
our formal uniform. | don't think we went every single week but when we did, it would
be in the evening. | am pretty sure that the minister was a Church of England minister.
| went to church when | was younger and it was Church of Scotland. | remember the
sermons being really different, there wasn’t any communion or anything like that. |
don’t remember it feeling uncomfortable, just different. | don’t think | was aware, at that

age, of any difference between any Protestant or Catholic faiths. | think the service
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100.

said it was not their fault people died, the train driver saying he was just driving the
train. They all said they were just doing their job and just doing what they were told,
that kind of stuff. | appreciate it may not be the best correlation, and | in no way mean
to draw the same inferences, but actually when you are talking about child protection
it is because it is everyone’s responsibility to keep kids safe. | am not totally sure that
is how it was approached in my time at school.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

EDGcUSigned by:
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