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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

Support person present: No

1. My name is |G Vv oate of virth is -1936. My contact

details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before boarding school

2. Both my parents were born and brought up in Scotland. The family consisted of my father
and mother, my brother, my sister and myself. My brother was seven years older than me

and my sister was four years older than me.

3 | was born in Hong Kong, where my father was a doctor. In 1938 my brother was taken to
Britain by my mother, accompanied by my sister, to go to Loretto Junior School. My
mother and sister returned to Hong Kong after leaving my brother in the care of my
mother's parents in Scotland. In their absence | remained in Hong Kong with my father
and a Chinese nanny (called an amabh). It was usual then for the children of ex-patriot

British to be sent to boarding school in Britain from the age of about eight.

4, My father told me that the choice of Loretto was on the advice of my father's much
younger brother, who had been at Daniel Stewart's College, Edinburgh. He told my father
that the Loretto boys were much the best boys he met from boarding schools when

playing matches against them.

5. My mother, sister and | were evacuated to Adelaide in South Australia well before the

invasion of Hong Kong by the Japanese. In fact my father was able to visit us there before
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113.

114.

may have led me into some naivety about the abuse which has happened in some
boarding institutions.

My experience also led me to want to become a schoolmaster in a boarding school. | felt
that | had benefited from just such an education at Loretto.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence to the
Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

27 November 2020
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