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Support person present: No

My name is My date of birth is-1938. My

contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| was born in London. My father.was Scottish while my mother,- was
English. When | was four months old my parents moved to Canada. My father was a
retired sea-captain and worked in the aluminium business.

When the war started in 1939 we were sent to Trinidad for my dad to build a sea-port
to mine bauxite which was used to make aluminium to make aeroplanes. This was
where my sister-was born in 1942. We then went back to Canada and then to
New York.

After the war we went to San Francisco then to Shanghai where my dad worked as a
port captain. After seven months we went to Hong Kong and then to Australia. We
then went back to Hong Kong and in September 1950 went to England.

In a period of nine years | had gone to thirteen different schools.

The Korean war had broken out and my parents were reluctant to take us back to
Hong Kong so left us with an uncle in Lenzie in Scotland. A couple had set up a
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Abuse at Fettes

The whole place was run under an atmosphere of fear. The cane was the main
method of punishment and was usually handed out by the prefects. | was only ever
caned once by the prefects and it was for something completely trivial.

What happened was that myself and others had come off the rugby fields and went
in to the changing rooms. Three of us started throwing a rugby ball about in a way
that meant there was no chance of us causing any damage.

However, a prefect saw what we were doing and told us that this was not the
behaviour expected of gentlemen.

Later the whole house was gathered and told that the reading room was out of
bounds. Myself and the other two boys who | had been throwing the rugby ball with
were told to go and stand outside the reading room.

Shortly thereafter the prefects came up the stairs each holding a cane. We were then
called into the reading room one at a time and the charges were read out.

In the room were two chairs back to back and | was told to kneel on one of them with
my backside in the air. The four prefects then took turns of running at me and as
they passed me each one would hit me on the backside with their cane. It was

agony.

The prefects were seventeen or eighteen and were the only other people present
during this. There were no adults present though they probably had to let the house-
master know what was happening.

During my first term, when | was in Inverleith House, the housemaster was called
He once whacked me over the backside with the heel of a leather slipper. |
can't remember what | had done but | do recall it being very painful and it left quite a
mark on my backside.
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Reporting of Abuse

| once told my dad sometime in the 70’s about what Fettes had been like but, while |
was there | didn’t say anything to anybody. It was something that you just didn’t do. |
think the partner I'm with now is probably the only person | have ever spoken to
about my time in Fettes.

Records

| didn’t know that there would be records of my time in Fettes and would be surprised
if they still existed 64 years later.

Counselling

| did see a psychiatrist four or five times for what | would call personal problems but it
had nothing to do with my time in Fettes.

Lessons to be Learned

| assume that things have already changed to some degree and I'm aware that
corporal punishment has been banned. | do wonder though if the system that was in
place can be changed. Certainly any changes that are made can only be for the
good.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

ccv
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