DocuSign Envelope ID: AA4505BA-6104-45EC-AF29-ABD79BB485FD

Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

FZL

My contact details are known to the Inquiry.
Life before going to boarding school

2! | was born in Kilmacolm in Renfrewshire where | lived with my mother, father and my
then two siblings — thereafter a further brother and sister followed. On the death of
my mother and my father’s subsequent remarriage | also acquired a further couple of
step brothers.

3. My father trained as an accountant and once qualified was rewarded with a holiday
on a cruise ship to far flung shores. Shortly thereafter his father (my grandfather)
died so my father then took over the family firm of yarn and cotton merchants. | think
my father did very well financially before during and immediately after the war.

4. | don’t have many memories of life at home in Kilmacolm because we moved after
the war to a far larger house in a nearby village. My main memory of Kilmacolm was
going for long Sunday walks on the meadows behind the house with my father and
two siblings. Ever since then I find it hard to get really enthusiastic about long
country walks.

5. | don’t really have many memories of life in the next house. | do, however, recall that
we had a long dining room table with my father sitting at one end and mother at the
other end. The children sat down the two sides. A short prayer was intoned prior to
the meal — my father being an elder at the local Kirk. We all had silver napkin rings
and my father also had a large silver ladle next to him at the dinner table.
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13.

14.

18.

16.

didn’t really have very much going for me as a child and that, of course, just
reinforced the notion.

Croftinloan was an autocracy and run on strict disciplinarian lines with beatings being
commonplace. | would perhaps single out one master, who may have been called
who would take a particularly delight in inflicting as much pain as
possible — a role he appeared to relish.

| recall that there was a ‘board of shame’ in the entrance hall which had all the
names of the pupils in descending order - this board being visible for all to see.
During the course of any given term the various teachers would award pupils either a
red or blue stripe according to their behaviour (good or bad as the case may be) —
this would then be duly recorded on said board. If truth be told | can’t actually recall
which was which but my ‘bad behaviour’ stripes usually went off the board.

| did have a couple of friends at Croftinloan whom | would sometimes visit during the
summer holidays both of whom lived in the Dundee area and another pal came from
Glasgow. | think it is fair to say that | don’t have many happy memories of Croftinloan
although | seem to remember some crisp winter days spent sledging in the snow
which, by way of relief, was a pleasing distraction.

Mealtimes / Food

Morning porridge oats were the order of the day but as for lunches and dinners |
have absolutely no recollection whatsoever. The one exception being locally shot
rabbit which | personally found pretty nauseous given that, at that particular time, a
highly contagious viral disease (myxomatosis) had affected the local rabbit
population. Rabbit apart, | can’t recall any specific menu so | can only imagine that
the food was considered to be acceptable. | do, however, recall that there was
always one stipulation — it was mandatory that your plate had to cleared. No left

overs were permitted under any circumstances and that included the pesky rabbit!
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30. A further little snippet of life at Croftinloan. A boxing match was set up and there
were various pairings and the whole school attended. Boxing gloves were obviously
worn for the occasion. There was in attendance a competitor named |Jffwho
was a tremendous sportsman and a very good boxer — any guesses who he was
paired with? Since | was quite bereft of any form of coordination and of no sporting
ability whatsoever the result was a forgone conclusion — | was absolutely leathered.

31.  On reflection | suspect that the pairing was deliberate — why else pair the best boxer
in the school with the most inept? Yet another example of an act to humiliate me in
front of the whole school. Matron came to the rescue at the end of the last round by
which time | was a bloodied mess - she had to patch me up for the next day. As for
as | am aware my parents weren'’t notified that | had been hurt and | suspect they
wouldn’t have been unduly concerned anyway.

32. o sexually abused me whilst at Croftinloan. | recall that he was very
artistic but | can’t remember I'm afraid what he taught -- maybe? He was single
but most of the teachers were. I'm guessing he was in his forties or fifties. |
remember that he drove a lovely old vintage fabric bodied Alvis — quite beautiful.
Anecdotally it's interesting to recall that he had two lights outside his study one red
and other green. If the red light was on nobody was permitted to enter if, however,
the green was on you were free to go in. In conclusion | shall leave it for others to
judge as to the real significance of these lights.

33. He happened to be the scout leader. It was almost stereotypical. There were some
previous abuse episodes which | can'’t really remember but it cuiminated in going to
scout camp one summer where he tried to sodomise me. | think he was in sole
charge of the camp - | certainly can’t remember any other master being present. |
would have been maybe eight or nine at the time. My head couldn’t get around what
he was actually try to do to me — but it certainly hurt me badly. He eventually stopped

and | returned to my tent.
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34.

35.

36.

37.

All the boys shared tents with maybe four or six to a tent but my memory is very
rusty on that point. | also can’t remember why | had been summoned to

B (<t that day but, irrespective, that is where the attempted rape took
place.

| wasn’t able to tell anybody about these events - these things were never talked
about. | was also quite unaware of it happening to other boys but would seriously
doubt that | was the only one. | suspect that he was a serial abuser of boys and the
scout camp gave him an ideal platform to indulge in his proclivities. It would have
been a habit with him but | have no actual proof as such. The only person | could
have told would have been matron and that would have been a very difficult
conversation for a seven or eight year old boy to have with a thirty or forty year old
woman.

Leaving Croftinloan

| was extremely glad to leave Croftinloan

Blanerne School, Duns

On leaving prep school you took what was historically known as the Common
Entrance Exam which was your entry exam to your public school of choice. It will
come as no surprise that whilst at Croftinloan | failed this exam. | was subsequently
sent to my next school (Blanerne) twice, once to tutor me in readiness for my second
attempt at the Common Entrance Exam for entry to Loretto and again later on to take
my O’ levels. The first proved successful, the latter not so. It was basically a
specialised crammer / exam factory where students are trained to achieve particular
goals or more commonly to pass entrance exams to either High School, Public

School or University.
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38.

39.

40.

41.

There were boys of all ages at Blanerne ranging from prep school age right up to
sixteen and seventeen year olds. It was governed along very weird lines by a certain

B o was I -nc I | think there were maybe twenty to
thirty boys there and | think it was almost totally divorced from reality. | don’t even
think that a Board of Governors existed and as a consequence answered to
nobody. It was, in most respects, out with the norms of the recognised education
system.

| assume, at some point in his life, Gl [lthe country house, which was
located just outside the village of Duns in the Scottish borders, with a view to
I 2 boarding school of sorts. My understanding is that he came from a
military family, his father having been a well decorated high ranking army officer. |
remember rows of medals contained within glass cases hanging on the walls of
S study. GESll w25 physically diminutive, sported a moustache and spoke
somewhat briskly — he also indulged in his own fantasy by interfering / molesting his
charges. To my knowledge he never married — which appears to be a common
thread running through this whole issue.

The school was residential. Parents working abroad for maybe multinational
companies or maybe members of the Armed Forces would place their children in
Bl charge whilst they were absent - these children sometimes spending their
holiday periods at the school as well. | think there were maybe some girls during the
holiday times but not, as | recall, during term time. Like Croftinloan there were both
small and large rooms so the numbers in the respective dormitories varied.
Sometimes you would be in a room for four or sometimes a room for twelve. You

pretty much shared with boys your own age.

| believe went to Eton. He was a very charismatic figure but his word was
Law. He was also a clever and knowledgeable man and a good tutor. | think he
taught everything and anything. There were indeed other teachers at Blanerne but

not very many.
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42.

43.

4e.

45.

csQ was a strange character. | seem to remember rumours were rife that he had
suffered some form of injury during the war — but details were scant I'm afraid.
What's for sure was that he wasn'’t a terribly well man. He was not physically abusive
that | can recall and | certainly don't think that he was in any way evil - | think he was
probably a very lonely man and, underneath it all, a kindly man. His soft spot was
boys. The school was almost like his pet project which allowed him, unchallenged, to
pursue and interfere with young boys.

| think generally Blanerne was quite a happy place - | look back and seem to
remember teenagers playing on the lawns, sunny days, happy days and after term
days - it wasn't all bad.

Amplifying on my previous comments - | recall GSlffoought the boys an old Land
Rover with which we could create havoc within the fairly extensive grounds. We had
pretty much free rein to go wherever we wished within reason of course. | dare say
with today’s present over emphasis on Health and Safety this sort of thing would
never get off the ground. There certainly was a very different prevailing ethos /
culture at Blanerne and a very pleasant change, | have to say, from the perfectly
odious Croftinloan.

Abuse at Blanerne School

a0 exerted total control at Blanerne and apart from the sexual abuse there was
a side to him that | surmise was about both control and humiliation. For example |
recall one day in class, probably as a result of some misdemeanour or other,
instructed me to go outside and make a daisy chain and return to class once |
had done so. |, therefore, was required to go out, pick daisies, make a chain and
bring it back into the classroom as instructed. The whole object of the exercise

being, | assume, one of control, punishment and humiliation — so much for the kindly
csQ
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46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

e would ‘play’ with you. You would be asked to report to his room on some

pretext and he would maybe be in his bed. He would pat the side of his bed and ask
you to sit on the bed beside him. His hand would then wander into your trousers and
he would play with you. That's as far as it went. ESglJj was an abuser but not a
rapist.

| think e invited me into his bedroom fairly frequently but I'm not aware if he
invited other boys to do likewise. These things were never talked about either to me
or by me.

At some stage there was a teacher at Blanerne by the name of k& I
believe he attended Merchiston Castle School in his youth where he excelled at
sports. He subsequently became a well-respected ||iijor the |Gz
I i Edinburgh. Although apparently well-respected by his peers in
I | saw another side to him - a darker side which was somewhat less than
attractive.

For example SSal ad purchased a very primitive piece of cricket practice
equipment whereby someone in this case) from one end would throw a
cricket ball into this contraption and it would come out randomly at the other end in
any given direction — at not inconsiderable velocity. The wretched pupil sited at the
other end of this fearsome machine was naturally supposed to catch this high
velocity projectile.

quite deliberately, delighted in abusing his innate superior power by picking
on some of the weaker boys who stood transfixed at the other end not knowing
whether to try and shield themselves or try and catch the damned thing — it was a
form of unseemly brutality. In order to put this particular example into perspective |
would ask you to bear in mind that here was a man in his prime (excelling at many
sports at international level) versus very young and vulnerable children. | saw the
side of a deeply cruel and vengeful man with very few redeeming features — if indeed

any.
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51.

52.

53.

54.

Reporting of abuse at Blanerne

These episodes continued apace and eventually on behalf of both myself and some
of the other boys | approached and alerting him as to what, in my opinion,
was a form of abuse. subsequently took me aside and took me to task
for having the temerity to go behind his back and complain to In fairness to

he obviously relayed my grievances to the odious SSal Gz

Loretto School, Musselburgh

After passing my Common Entrance Exam at the second attempt | was duly
despatched to Loretto in Musselburgh. | had, in fact, been given a choice by my
father - Glenalmond, Merchiston or Loretto. My father and my uncle having been to
Loretto and my elder brother already there, | elected to follow family tradition at the
age of maybe twelve or thirteen. It proved to be an error of judgment.

| was reminded of the fact that | had to retake my Common Entrance exam by the
then headmaster (Forbes Mackintosh | believe) on arrival at Loretto and was told, in
no uncertain terms, that | was one of the very few children that had to take the exam
twice — not an auspicious start for sure. | was also informed at the same interview
that he hoped that | would not follow my brother's example and talk too much — little
did he realise that was the to be the very least of his problems.

| was somewhat lucky in being billeted in Pinkie House which happened to be away
from the main concourse - ‘Originally built in the 14th Century, Pinkie was extended
in the 17th Century to become Scotland’s finest renaissance villa’. Arguably one of
the greatest historical aspects of Pinkie was a very famous full length painted gallery
ceiling - ‘the painted ceiling in the gallery on the first floor, executed in the early 17th
century for Alexander Seton. Executed in tempera, the painting embellishes a
vaulted ceiling lined with boards and extends some 85 m by 6m showing a range of

fictive architectural motifs within which are set images illustrative of proverbs, literary
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98.

100.

101.

The abusers were put in a position of trust by parents and the boys were mere
playthings with which to amuse themselves — cynical maybe but true in certain
instances.

| just want it on record that abuse occurred and I'm guessing it to have been
endemic throughout the private education system. | don’t know whether it went on
within local authority schools - but | suspect it probably did but maybe less so — given
the opportunities were probably somewhat restrictive. As far as the Inquiry goes | do
believe that the names of my abusers may crop up again and again and, should that
be the case, a resultant pattern, and identity characteristic will, hopefully, emerge.

Other information

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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