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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

Support person present: No

Others present: No

Background

1. My name is My date of birth is | il 1980. My contact

details are known to the Inquiry. | went to secondary school at St Benedict’s in North
Ealing, London. | obtained 11 GCSE'’s and 4 A Levels. | left school in 1998. From
June 1998 until June 2001 | studied- at Oxford University. | graduated with a
2:1 Degree. Since then | have obtained a Master's Degree in_
_. When | started at Merchiston Castle School, | did not have any
teaching qualifications or formal experience as a teacher. My undergraduate studies
did not include any learning in child protection or safeguarding.

Employment with Merchiston Castle School

2. In August 2001 | started work at Merchiston School where | worked until July 2005.
Leaving university, | didn’t know what | was going to do with the rest of my life. |
hadn’t worked out a career path during my time at university. | was planning on
taking a year out but my tutor,_ received a letter from
the Head of-at Merchiston Castle School, advertising a job. My tutor had
taught the Head of -as well. They were looking for someone to teach_
with a particular interest in[JJli} That sounded of interest to me and | went for
interview at the end of January 2001 and got the job.
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3. | had to send a covering letter with my C.V. | thought the process would take about a
month but within two days of sending my letter | was invited to interview the following
week. | had never been to Scotland before. It felt like a really big deal, Scotland felt
very far from home. | remember being at the airport and it was snowing. | remember
saying to my mum on the phone that | hoped they didn’t offer me the job because if
they did | thought | would take it.. It would mean a significant move to the other end
of the country which | felt would be a very big step and change of life for me.

4. | arrived on the Monday night and the Tuesday was a really full-on day. | had
interviews with Andrew Hunter the Headmaster, Ken Houston the Deputy
Headmaster, N - I -~ I e Deruty
Head of- There was also a tour of the school and | had to teach a lesson. |
had some previous experience helping in a -support class at a primary school
during my university days. | knew the-they asked me to teach the lesson on. It
all came quick and fast between the hours of 9.00 am and 12.00 pm. | think | was
asked to provide references in my C.V. My guess is | would have put my Tutor from

university, my -Tutor from school, and the Head of the_l

attended.

5. | got a call a couple of days after my interview saying that the Headmaster was
interviewing for a lot of jobs and wouldn’t be making a decision on any posts until
after he had concluded all interviews. On 14 February at around 10.15 pm | had just
come out of a theatre watching a friend’s show. My phone was on silent but | saw it
flashing. It was the Headmaster of Merchiston ringing to say | had the job. He
realised that wasn’t the best time to talk so we spoke at 9.30 am the next morning
when he went through the specifics of the job. He said that he realised it was a big
step and offered to let me think about it. He said to let him know by 4.00 pm that day.
| spent the day talking to people about the job offer and at 4.00 pm | rang the
Headmaster to ask if | could have more time to think and he agreed to let me think
about it overnight. | phoned him the next morning and accepted the job.

6. | had intended to only do it for one year but | had a GCSE class, and an A Level
class, which were both on two year courses and | was quite enjoying it which made
me think | would stay for a second year to see the students through to the end of that
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10.

course. Then at the end of my first year they made me ||| I so | took on
another angle within the school. Being a private school they had lots of long holidays
and | was doing more and more work in -during those holidays.

My title and duties changed during my time at Merchiston Castle School. My initial
employment was as a teacher of- In that initial employment they look at your
extracurricular interests so | was identified to work with the [ team, which was
only one other person at that point, Emily Phillips. | was also employed to be a
Resident Tutor so | would live-in in one of the boarding houses. That job changed in
title to being a Resident Senior Tutor or Senior Tutor, but it was essentially the same
job. I don’t recall there being any differences.

Then, | think it was in my third year, the school decided they were bringing in a new
post called Assistant Housemaster. They invited anyone to apply for it but all the
Resident Tutors were strongly advised to apply for it. Again there was very little
difference in the job. The pay scale went up but it didn't change the nature of the
duties. It formalised things so that if the Senior Housemaster wasn’t available to deal
with something then it fell to you, but that's what happened anyway.

Life was pretty busy. At the end of my first year | also became ||| |
because the person who was in that post left the school. | stayed as ||| N
Il ior the rest of my time at the school. | was also President of the Common
Room during my last year at the school. The Common Room was the name given to
the collective roster of teachers as well as the physical area where we could take a
break. The President was elected by the other staff members and acted as a liaising
point between the staff and the headmaster, having regular meetings with him, and
chairing the staff committee.

There were a few other teachers appointed at around that time, they arrived the term
after | started, and they similarly did not have teaching experience. | think the school
made a deal with the GTCS in that there would be an element of training for us
within the school and then we would get a teaching qualification. As |||l

FIr was really detailed in recording things to go towards this.

Every meeting and departmental appraisal was logged on a document. | remember it
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11.

12,

13.

14.

was pages long. | remember someone from the GTC coming in to talk to us about it.
In terms of the teaching side, there was definitely an arrangement in place that it
didn’t matter that we didn’t have a qualification and they had a way of dealing with it.

| do remember at some point, | think in my third year, there was an arrangement for
new teachers of that year them to go to St George’s, the girl's school that we did a
lot of things with. They would go and observe lessons and the school decided that it
would be good for me to do that as well as part of the training within the school
towards obtaining the qualification from the GTC. | went in to observe -and
-Iessons and the person teaching- had started that year. | remember
her having a conversation with me, asking why | was observing her when | had been
at Merchiston Castle School for three years and | told her about the qualification |
was seeking and that the observation was part of this.

By the end of my fourth year | think | had done everything that was required for me to
gain this teaching qualification, | just had to pay the fee to get the qualification.
However at that point | think | knew | was leaving and so | don't think | ever paid the
fee because | wasn't planning on going back to teaching as | was going to be

working in the -industry.

| don’t know if my referees were ever contacted for references. | know that

— and _deﬁnitely spoke about me getting the job but | don’t
know if that was before or after | was appointed.

My Line Manager was academically speaking. In terms of being a
Resident Tutor, | think it would have been whichever Housemaster | was with at the

time. For the first two years | was based in Chalmers West boarding house which
was the house with thirteen to fourteen year olds. For my first year the Housemaster
was ] but he left at the end of that year to work down south. Then the
Housemaster was who had worked in the school for years and just
moved across from Pringle boarding house. _took his place there |
think. Then | moved to Rogerson East which was for fifteen and sixteen year olds.
For those two years the Housemaster was [l Who was new to the school.
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

| remember in my first appraisal which was about half a term into my time at the
school, Graham Lane was the person who was spoken to about the pastoral side of
my job. The person in charge of the boarding side of things was the Deputy

Headmaster, Nigel Rickard. The GGG -t the time was

Bl e was more in charge of the academic side of things.

| didn't really have a Line Manager for Il When | joined the school [JJJil] was
quite neglected and forgotten. It was a very sports orientated school. There was a
I =iy Phillips, who left at the end of term two of my first year at
the school. | became | 2t the end of that year. Aithough [
wasn’'t an academic subject it was treated as a Department and so Andrew Hunter
would have been sort of my Line Manager but | essentially made all the decisions
and once a year | would have a Head of Department review.

| don’t remember having a probationary period as such. | had my appraisal after half
a term. | don't really remember any further formal periods of review. At the beginning
the job was only for a year but then | decided to stay on longer. | don’t know if there
was supposed to have been a review at the end of the first year.

| think there were regular check-ins, particularly academically. | can remember [}
being really detailed in creating the document mentioned in paragraph 10 and every
weekly department meeting was logged in this.

| remember people coming in to watch my lessons. There was a stage when it was
generally announced to everyone that the core management team or core academic
management team were going to go into everyone’s lessons to observe them. |
remember that caused a bit of a stir amongst some of the older teachers. When
people came to watch my lessons, | did get feedback about it. | remember il and
one of the other-teachers coming in to watch my lessons and they did write
something for that first appraisal. The pastoral side of things was also included in
that appraisal with Graham Lane providing feedback on this. The culmination of that

first appraisal was to go through the written feedback with either Nigel Rickard or
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20.

21

22.

23.

We had some inset days at the beginning of term for all the staff. Learning how to be
a Housemaster involved working with the Housemaster you were with at the time. At
the end of my second year | knew | was going to be moving in to Rogerson East and
A as a new Housemaster coming in to the school was going to be having
Housemaster training with Nigel Rickard. The Headmaster said to me, “I feel like you
are a Housemaster in the making so we would like you to do this training as well.
And it will give you a chance to meet [jiifJjas you are going to be working with him.”
| can’'t remember how much was involved in that training process but it was more
than once. Before | started at the school | came up for two or three induction days in
June 2001. It was when | met my Line Managers, when | found out which classes
and what material | was going to be teaching. You were talked-through a lot of the
work so you had time to prepare. | reckon it must have been during the equivalent
period for [ that we did this Housemaster training.

The next year when we became Assistant Housemasters rather than Resident
Tutors we definitely went on a one day or two day course during term time together
somewhere. | think it was in Edinburgh. We didn’t travel very far and we didn’t stay
overnight. There were lots of different parts to the course, such as Child protection,
dealing with sensitive cases, and parents. It was all pastoral based and was
guidance on things. I'm sure it was called something like a Housemaster’'s Course.

| came up to start work at Merchiston in the last week of August 2001. | had my 215t
birthday_. We had the first few days as inset days. As well as a
meeting of the whole Common Room | had a meetings with department, my

boarding house tutors, and one meeting with an element of training.

For my first few weeks | was encouraged to spend a lot of time with my Line
Managers. | don't think | was formally put on duty on my own in the boarding house
for at least the first week, so that | could observe the processes and work with
Graham. We did a few duties together and slowly he would retreat back until | did my
first one by myself. Graham was also part of my appraisal in my first term as

mentioned in paragraph 17.
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47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

Training of staff

| was involved in the training of Alistair Barrie, the one member of staff who was the
Administrative Assistant for JJJliduring his year at the school. He was a full-time
member of staff. Other than that, | don’t recall being involved in any staff training or

personal development.

Supervision/staff appraisal/staff evaluation

When | was | did do an appraisal of the department as a whole at the
end of the year. That did refer to everyone that might have been involved in any

I -t vas usually just a list of the staff who had

been involved and what they did. It wasn’t an evaluation of the work they did.

Living arrangements

The Housemasters had a flat in the boarding house which was on two levels. On the
ground floor was the living room, dining room, kitchen, and the Housemaster’s office
which had an adjoining door to the boarding house. There were at least two
bedrooms in the Housemaster’s flat, maybe three. The flats that | occupied were on

the third floor, above the Housemaster’s flat.

In Chalmers West House Graham Lane lived in his Housemaster’s flat with his wife

I '~ Rogerson House RSN was there with his wife |

As far as gaining access to the children’s residential area is concerned, there was a
code to get in to the boarding houses. It was the kind where there are several letters
and numbers to press in combination with a lever to turn. You had to know the code
to get in to the building. Each boarding house had a different code and the code was
changed throughout the year but I'm not sure of the frequency. | would have had the
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52.

53.

54.

55.

code to my own house but | can’t remember if | had the codes for the other houses.
After that, there weren’t any security measures as such.

There were four dormitories, two on each floor, one on the left, and one on the right.
The dormitory rooms had doors on them but there was no other security measure.
There was always someone on duty in the house, apart from during the time for
school lessons. This may be house specific in relation to the students | was with. In
the sixth form they had individual rooms rather than dormitories but in the main
house there was always someone on duty. That would generally be the
Housemaster, myself, or one of four or five tutors who were Day Staff. They didn’t
live on the premises but they were allocated to a particular boarding house. The Day
Staff generally had one evening a week when they were on duty. Day times and
weekends were divided up between myself and the Housemaster.

With the two year groups | dealt with, Saturday was very much another school day.
We had lessons in the morning and most of the school would be involved in a sports
activity in the afternoon. Saturday evening would be a movie or something like that.
With the school years who lived in Chalmers House there would always be an
activity on Sunday, like a trip somewhere. When the pupils were in Rogerson House,
there were fewer planned activities at the weekend as the children were older and
required less supervision.

In my first year, | ill method of dividing the supervision work was that every
Tutor was expected to do extra supervision on two weekends each term. Some of
the weekend trips needed more than one Tutor, depending on the nature of the trip
and the numbers going. When ks he made it much more about the
Housemaster and the resident tutor so | was involved in all the weekend activities. It
was very rare for one of the other tutors to do a weekend duty. Sl was G
B 2nd | was I so occasionally there would be a weekend when we
were both involved in |l or other activity and that's when we needed the

other Tutors in to help on the weekends

With the trips, most of those were planned by the Housemaster or the school. | think
in the first year | was at the school both the first Lord of the Rings film and the first

14
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The day before the|land those rugby matches, | came in to the Common Room
to be met by 15 rugby coaches surrounding me and screaming at me in a very
intimidating way. It turned out that the Head of Sports thought | was only talking
about three [l boys as opposed to the whole lot. All these rugby coaches
were outraged that their players couldn’t play and were outraged at me. That is an
example of the very masculine nature of the school.

A lot of the ethos of the school was developing the pupils as people, so by and large
they were very pleasant people. The school was not just looking at academia, they
were looking to make the pupils well-rounded people.

The culture of the school staff was just to be very overworked the whole time. For
teaching staff, the school day would start around 08.00 am and could easily carry on
until 10.30 pm and you would then find that you still hadn’t had time to do any
marking or preparation for what you were going to be teaching the next day, and you
would still have to do that. It wasn’t so much a job as it was a way of life. Frequently,
you had teachers reaching their limit and either having time off or taking a step back
and some of their work taken away. At times it was a very frustrating place to work.
During term time, there wasn't really an outside life. As soon as you thought you had
everything under control, something would come along and upset it all, and that
feeling was never-ending.

There was no hierarchy amongst pupils where some had to run after other pupils
doing duties for them. There was a list of House duties and the rota of pupils to do
them would change every week. This would be things like collecting the newspapers
for the school, or tidying up the pupils’ common room.

Day to day running of the school

| was involved in the day to day running of the boarding house. | generally didn’t
have much involvement at the beginning of the day. When | was working with SN
he might have_eariy in the morning so | might be involved in
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75.

76.

being alone with someone, or if you were, to have a door open. These were the
discussions where we had to say that we could not guarantee confidentiality.

Child protection arrangements

If a child reported abuse or ill-treatment you were generally passing the information
along. Your Housemaster was the person you spoke to most frequently. Unless
someone came to me with something really trivial, | wouldn’t be able to deal with it, |
would have to pass it along. | might be asked for my opinion or some input in how to
deal with it but the matter would be out of my control. | think the Housemaster
probably had more flexibility. In terms of lll-treatment | would just have had to pass
those on, | wouldn’t have any authority to deal with such a matter, other than by
passing it on. However | didn’t have any reports like that made to me.

To reduce the chances of abuse, teachers were encouraged not to be alone with
pupils, and if they were, to have their door open, or to be in a public place. Beyond
that, I'm not sure if there was any other advice. It was a busy place, it was difficult to
be alone. The only incident | was aware of was towards the end of my first year there
was a boy in Chalmers West House who started getting little presents, like a creme
egg left in his locker. This continued into my second year but by this time the boy
had moved into the next boarding house. It was obviously from another pupil but
there was very little to go on in finding out who it was.

The school eventually uncovered who it was. It turned out it was a Prefect in our
boarding house. He was a Prefect in Chalmers West in my second year. He had
been in the lower sixth before that.deart with it, mainly. Very few people knew
about it but he told me because | would be most frequently there for duty and one of
the consequences of how [gfgilfj dealt with it was the pupil remained a Prefect. He
was a day pupil so he wasn’t boarding. He was allowed to carry on with his duties as
a Prefect but he was never allowed to be involved in the end-of-the-day duties of
putting all the boys to bed. That was the reason why Sizallll told me, so | wouldn’t
ever put him on those duties. That was my only knowledge of the matter and how it

was handled. | wasn't involved in the investigation or in the decisions on how to deal
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Specific alleged abusers

DXP

He was the- at the time | was at the school. He was quite a senior figure
amongst the staff. Il also taught || -t the school. He was
there all four of the years | was at the school but I'm sure someone else joined the
I the final year | was there but I'm not sure if the job title was
transferred. | didn’t really have much to do with[GSgl] He wasn't attached to a
particular boarding house, so he didn’t have any Tutees. | think he may have taught
a I c'=ss but | only really knew of him leading || He was a
very nice man, | am surprised to hear there have been allegations made against him.
He was quite jovial, kind and considerate. During my time we had a boy with a brain
tumour and another boy whose father died and | recall as being a good person
to deal with those sort of things. | don’t remember any friction with the boys or any of
them being against Gigilj! never saw Bl discipline or abuse any child. | never
heard anything to the effect that he had abused any child.

James Rainey-Brown

| kind of knew him. He was there during my time but | don’t think he was really a
teacher. He coached rugby and was always dressed in a tracksuit. | believe before |
started, that he taught the lower end of the school. Below Chalmers West there was
Pringle which was first and second year pupils who were ten to twelve years old.
Below that were classes called J4 and J5 for eight to ten year olds | think. He taught
one of those years’. The year that | started there was a new building for J4 and J5
pupils. Another teacher, Fiona, started at the same time as me specifically to teach
them as | think that age group was expanding in the school. As a result, | don’t think
Rainey-Brown taught any lessons during my time.

Rainey-Brown taught rugby and | want to say he was an advisor to those junior
Houses. He lived on site, not in a boarding house, there were a bunch of staff

houses but he moved out of those half way through my time at the school. Because
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83.

84.

J4 and J5 were expanding, more teachers came in to teach them. | didn’t have much
to do with him. My dealings with him were limited to passing in the corridor, if that.
He seemed quite pleasant. | think he was the longest serving member of staff. The
calendar we got each year listed all the members of staff in order of who had been
there the longest and he was at the very top._ had
been taught by Rainey-Brown. | didn’t really ever see Rainey-Brown with the
children. | didn’t have much to do with J4 and J5 so it was very rare for me to see
people interacting with them. | think he was fairly strict as a teacher, | remember
other staff comparing his teaching style to Fiona’s. | never saw, heard, or heard of

him abusing children. Since leaving the school | am vaguely aware of cases coming
to light. | didn’t read much about it but it seemed to be historic, and not relative to the
time | was there.

He was s

e was also known as -looked after the pastoral side of the
school and looked after the academic. Sl vas RANNEGIG < 2!
the four years | was at the school. He taught [Jil§ he was within the [
Department. We would have weekly department meetings. - lessons for
Pringle Year 2 were split between two teachers. | shared ajjjjjjjij ciass with i}
one year and with the other. [gaJand | also shared the lower sixth Higher

s
As BB QZA :
s would also be the person you would see for cover if

you couldn’t take a class because you were ill, on a course, or absent for some
reason. | can’t remember what [Nl was like with children. We shared the classes
but taught them separately which meant | didn’t see him teaching and being
he didn’t have much direct involvement in any one boarding house. |
didn’t directly witness much of what he did.

As part of the SANITEG <2 Bl was kind of in charge of the rules of

the school. He had a sense of fun as well. The first term | was at the school, the

23



DocusSign Envelope ID: 0B25411F-95DF-40A3-8A19-26B6E580E093

85.

86.

B < orreared in that as the I | didn't see him

discipline any children individually. | would have seen him talk to a year group or a
class firmly in his role at & but | don’t remember any specific
discipline incidents. | didn’t see him abuse any children, | didn’t hear him abuse any
children, and | didn’t hear of him abusing any children.

FQy

il vas around my age. I'm not sure what his formal role was when he first
became part of the school. He was an ex-pupil. | think he was involved in Combined
Cadet Forces or rugby. He was involved in extra-curricular activities. In my second
year he became more involved in the school and as time went on was in charge of
I (=t the school had. He was one of two people who worked on those. He
started teaching - or- | think and then he took over my flat from me as
Resident Tutor but for Rogerson West, the Sixth Form, rather than Rogerson East. |
was there as Resident Tutor for Rogerson East and there wasn’t a Resident Tutor for
Sixth Form initially. [§gliljwas definitely the Senior Tutor for the Sixth Form during
my last year at the school. He worked with Jonathan, the Head of Sixth Form. We
socialised within a group. At around that time there were between six and eight of us
all around the same age and all living-in. | didn’t really see KMl with pupils. | saw
him around the place but a lot of his work was with the upper end of the school
rather than the lower end. | never saw him abusing children, | never heard him
abusing children, and | never heard of him abusing children.

Matters referring to myself

| was aware that a complaint was made about a blog that | had published but | didn’t
know who had submitted it. After | left in July 2005, | came back to the school a few
times. | was invited back for a Carol concert and the school play. Near the end of the
academic year in 2006 | had said that | would go back for the Leavers Ball for that
year as the year group who were leaving were the year group that | had in both
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93.

it for me and it was intended to be musings on different topics rather than a daily
journal. When | created it, | didn’t put my name on it and | didn’t mention Merchiston
Castle School so you wouldn’t be able to Google Merchiston Castle School or my
name and get to the Blog.

What happened across that term was the pressure of work did get to me. At the end
of January | was put on anti-depressants, | was signed off work before the end of
that term. | was off for two weeks, | was not well. Writing the blog had been bound up
with all the things going on when | became ill so | abandoned it. | didn’t think it would
be found. | used to put entries in the Blog with my Quote of the Day. My whole life at
that time involved working at that school so some of the quotes did come from
pupils. The main reason the school wanted the Blog taken down was that near the
end of it | was talking about some of the processes within Merchiston Castle School.
| know | talked about the process of appointing my successor and my frustration at
the lack of a dadicated- teacher. | know | criticised Andrew Hunter the
Headmaster, who | referred to as a certain person. | could understand why they
wanted it taken down. From the information provided to me by the Inquiry, | am
pleased to see that the school concluded there was no material for concern in the
blog.

| should also say that | Blij who submitted the complaint about the blog

was my ex- girifriend. She taught ||| | | -t the schoo! and the year

after | left the school | came out as gay. | know that was not something that went
down very well with her. The allegation was made after | had left the school. |||}
and | were together from October 2002 until May 2003 and stayed friendly until | left
the school. We continued to work together.

| was recently made aware of another matter, a suspicion that | had sexually abused
I onc of the pupils at Merchiston Castle School. Until | was made aware
by the Inquiry, | had no knowledge of the matter. | had no knowledge of my referral
to the police by the school. In June 2006 | had had the telephone conversation with
the Headmaster where he said that | should still come up and see my former year
group before they left. In June 2007 & the | . ivited me
to the end of year dinner for the-Department as a surprise guest. | came up
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to Edinburgh for two days and went to this dinner in an outside restaurant. | was
there with five or six other members of staff. The next day | arranged to meet one of
my successors for lunch. | came back to the school with her and | thought | would
pop in and see |iSthe Housemaster | lived with.

While | was there |jiillreceived a call from the Headmaster or the Headmaster's
secretary saying | shouldn’t be there and that | needed to leave the premises which
felt like a mammoth bolt out of the blue as | thought we had resolved the matter of
the Blog. | didn’t know what was going on. | was very upset and could not
understand why this was happening. Five minutes later | received a call saying | was
going to be working on my first_ It sounds like such a small detail but
it shows | remember the incident. It was a very confusing and upsetting afternoon.

| left the school and that evening | went with [l to have dinner with two of my ex
tutees together with their parents. | went back to London the next day and | was still
processing it all. | should have followed it through and inquired more about it, to ask
why | was not allowed on the premises but at that time my father was dying so there
were bigger things going on than clarifying what the school were talking about. My
father died in May 2008.

In July 2008 Robin McPherson was getting married at the school during the holidays.
Just over a week before the wedding | felt that | had to phone up to ask if it was ok
for me to go to the wedding. | don’t know why. | got the reply back from the
Headmaster, or his secretary, saying that yes, of course | must come to the wedding.
At the wedding Andrew Hunter spent a long time talking to me and he apologised to
me for the way things had been. | can’t remember his exact words but he intimated
that he was caught between a rock and a hard place. He then started talking about
the prospect of me coming in to talk at the school about working || ' was
relieved by his comments to the effect that the earlier matter had been resolved. |
took this to be a reference to the Blog. Because | didn’t have an awareness of the
enormity of the matter | didn’t question it any further. | have only been to the school
on one further occasion which was the next year, and | go to Edinburgh every year
for the festival. | think either Robin was leaving the school or had left and was back
for a couple of days. | went in to a barbeque with Robin and another couple of
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107.
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109.

have been alone together. | cannot think of anything that could make that seem like
a possibility for them.

In autumn 2003 | came in to school the day before he went to university
to say goodbye to his teachers. | gave him a card saying good luck at university, as |
had with several pupils that were leaving, it literally said that. It had a picture of The
Village People on the front which was very much - sense of humour. The next

week | asked to see me and said that he had been summoned to Mr
-ofﬁce in town. Summoned was the specific word {islllused. He said that Mr
-was outraged by my card and wanted me reprimanded, he wanted there to be
consequences.didn’t really know what to do and didn’t think there was
anything to reprimand. There was no real upshot from that meeting but | remember
coming downstairs from that meeting with il | came down into the Common
Room and [ =5 standing there and it was the two of us in this

very enclosed room and he was quite intimidating.

| have no idea why this allegation was made. There is absolutely no truth in their
allegation. From the information | have been given by the Inquiry, | am very pleased
that it was concluded that the investigation did not need to be pursued as the
allegation was completely false.

| do not think it is reasonable to consider that | was overly friendly with - | really
don’t remember in those years that | taught him ever having much to do with him
outside of the classes. | remember that and | occasionally would do joint Tutee
social events, and ]Il was one ofs Tutees but these were very rare.

After i} left the school he met up with my former Tutees during holidays. They
would invite a handful of us out for drinks. This is after they had left the school. In the
summer of 2003 four or five of them helped out with my [Jjjjat the Il by

nelping with | o

For the avoidance of doubt, | do accept that if a teacher were to engage in sexual
activity with a pupil that would constitute sexual abuse.
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| am bemused about how this suspicion of sexual abuse could be discussed without
me having any knowledge of it until informed by the Inquiry eighteen years later.
During the phone call with the Headmaster in June 2006, one of the things he
mentioned was pupils having my telephone number or vice versa. At that time,
mobile phones were not as prevalent as they are today. There was no policy in the
staff manual on mobile phones. In the first year | was at school, another member of
staff gave my number to a Prefect on a rugby tour. | don’t know why they did that. At
the beginning of my second year at the school | was back in London for a couple of
days for my graduation. One of the boys in our house had an |l for something
so [EE o2 ve him my number so | could speak to him about that. As a new
teacher you take your lead for how things should be from what you see around you,
so when two teachers have given out my number when it was needed then | thought
it was o.k. to do that, particularly was there was no written policy on mobile phones
stating otherwise. There was a school trip to a beach or something. The pupils were
going to be separated into two groups so we gave the Prefects my number in case of
emergency, as | had been led to believe this was acceptable.

In my third year one evening Gayle Cordiner came to me and said that Jon O’Neill
had asked her to speak to me to say that we can’t have anyone having each other’s
numbers or pupils’ numbers and we were to delete them and ask the boys to delete
them as well. | questioned why John hadn’t come and told me about this himself but |
deleted the numbers | had and asked the boys to delete my number. In that same
academic year, about a month later, | went on a university open day with Paul
Williams and about 20 boys from the lower sixth form. | didn’t know until we were on
the trip and got a call from one of the boys, that Paul had given my number out to all
of the boys as an emergency contact. | thought that was a bit strange as | had been
asked not to give my number out to pupils and now someone else was giving it out.

In my last year at the school in the October half-term we took a trip to America.

FHY. was in charge of it and in the information going out to parents they had an
emergency number but they needed a second emergency number. [iijiJj asked if
my number could be used as the second emergency number, so it went out again to
all the boys on that trip and all their parents. All throughout this time there still wasn’t
a mobile phone policy at the school.
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When | say | would protect myself better now, | don’t think | failed to protect myself at
the time. | followed all the rules, such as don’t be alone with pupils or if you are leave
a door open. However | think | was quite naive. | think things would be different now
that | have had more worldly experience. There were inevitably pupils that you spent
more time with because of where they lived or what they were studying but that
doesn’t mean they were given any preferential treatment over other pupils.

Lessons to be learned

| think of the practice of the school was set up quite well, the layout of the buildings
helped that. However | think there could be more training. | feel like | got a lot of
academic training but | feel there could have been more formal training of the
pastoral side of things, rather than picking things up from observing people around
you which is what my recollection is of how things happened.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

SlONOamasinanveraiin m

09 November 2020
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