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The matter was reported to the police and | remember teachers being questioned by
two police officers in the school secretary’s office. Derek Jones was fired almost
immediately, so his total tenure was less than one term. The matter was dealt with, as
far as a | know, by the Chair of the Aberlour House Governors, and one of the
Governors fired Derek Jones.

family na

Before John moved up to Gordonstoun, | was invited to lunch at the home and
spent some time with John. It was a very pleasant afternoon. John chatted happily
whilst we searched for signs of a Victorian rubbish tip in the grounds of their house.
The incident was not mentioned. Over lunch, or just after it, John’s father, -
-. told me that there was ‘more to it' than just the sleeping pill incident, but he
did not go into detail and | did not ask. | do not remember the word ‘abuse’ being
mentioned in that very brief conversation, but the incident was clearly more serious
than just the sleeping pill. -said that he had been assured that Derek Jones
‘would not teach again’ and that the matter had been dealt with to his satisfaction. |

took it that the matter was ‘closed’.

Probably around 2005, | met John socially through an invitation by mutual friends.
John was on good form and he did not mention the incident when we chatted.

In 2014, John phoned me, ‘out of the blue’, to give me advance notice that | might be
contacted by the police. At about the same time, | was contacted by- John's
father, also concerning the incident. -sounded more than a little confused and
seemed to have the impression that | was in charge of the school at the time of the
incident. The incident had been dealt with, and Derek Jones had left, before | took

over. Similar incorrect information also appeared in the press at this time.

| believe Derek had moved to Africa and some years ago he was killed in a car crash.
Sir Toby Coghill

| knew Sir Toby Coghill as the Headmaster while | was at the school. We were both
there during the period from 1965 until 1989. | think he was about thirty-six when |
started and he would have been sixty when he retired.

17



93.

94,

95.

96.

97.

98.

99,

100.

At the school he was my boss, line manager and source of inspiration and

encouragement.

He was a trained architect and taught at Aiglon College in Switzerland before being
appointed. He was a former pupil at the senior school and was inspired by the
Gordonstoun tradition, established by Kurt Hahn.

Sir Toby was likeable and approachable, but the school was very much ‘his’ school
and he kept a firm hand on the tiller. He transformed the school into one of the leading
preparatory schools in Scotland. He was generally well-liked and respected.

We were from very different educational and social backgrounds and moved in
different social circles. | would say that there was mutual respect for what we each did
for the school but we did not become close friends.

Almost every day | saw him interact with children. He had a good rapport with the
children and he knew each child in the school very well.

| saw him discipline children, individually and as a group. The need to discipline the
children in the school was rare and a ‘talking to’ was usually sufficient. | did not see or
hear of him abusing any children. | was shocked to see his name being listed as
an alleged abuser.

KME

| knew as a member of staff at the school. We were at the school at the
same time around 1968 until 1971, although the exact period | am unsure. KME IR

in his mid-thirties and taught | i
| remember him as being thoughtful and generous. We had a common interest in birds

of prey. In my case this was the scientific study of the pellets ejected by owls and in

his case it was falconry.

18



101.

102.

103.

104.

105.

106.

He appeared to me to be a likeable ‘social climber’, with an uncanny knack of ‘falling
on his feet'. His ‘name dropping’ became a matter of some amusement among the
staff. | learned quite a lot about his good fortunes from what he told us all, but | can’t
say that | knew him well. | trusted him enough to buy my first car from him when he
upgraded from an aging Morris Minor to a racing green Aston Martin, | think. It was
certainly a dream sports car and it was much admired by all. He was most welcoming
and kind to my wife following our marriage in 1970.

| saw him interact with the children. He had an easy, friendly relationship with young
and old alike and he was popular. He was very capable as a_ and |

remember that some of the_and- produced by his project

group were exceptional.
I did not seediscipline or abuse any of the children.

He left the school very suddenly, without any explanation. At the time it seemed he
was perhaps ‘getting too big for his boots’, but his departure was a shock. It was only
some time afterwards that it was hinted that his leaving resulted from an incident. This
matter was dealt with by the Headmaster. | do not know what he did, but | think
whatever it was happened in 1971.

Helping the Inquiry

As | saw it, the school was a very happy, caring place, with a homely rather than
institutional atmosphere. It brought out the full potential in children by educating the
whole person. In many ways, | think, Aberlour House and Gordonstoun were ahead of
their time. Their activities inspired other schools to follow their example, particularly in

the field of outdoor education.
| have been told several times, and by different people, that | am somewhat naive. |

do not look for issues, find faults, read between the lines or look for hidden agendas.

| am not naturally suspicious or questioning.
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