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worked extremely hard and to good effect, making
splendid progress in all of her studies."

Then more generally, the final paragraph, about the
school:

" her quiet, rather reticent, self-effacing ways
occasionally mean that she is left out of things that
are going on, so I would like to see her try and develop
a more positive involved attitude, if possible, next

term."

But the tone, would you agree, is overall positive?

It is. I just love the fact that Mr , the one
who disappeared, calls me "morose". But -- yes, I —--

I kind of don't recognise that narrative, really.

Is this coming back to the mask, perhaps?

Yes. But, you know, this sense of being left out

does -- I do recognise. But I -- I guess we were all
clients, or those parents were all clients. They're
going to get the right -- they're going to get the right
story.

Was anything done, going back to the isolation that's
talked about, trying to be more involved, was anything
done to achieve that or were you just left to your own
devices?

It just continued as it had. So, no.

Presumably from what you're saying, some teachers, like
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Were any steps taken to make sure that they were proper
for that job?

References were taken, I'm sure, and ... I'm sorry,
again I find it difficult to answer and be specific.
All right. But I think what you do also remember is,
having talked about Derek Jones, you were asked about
another teacher who suddenly left the school around the
same time, Mr

That was not about the same time.

When was that?

Much, much earlier. Early 1970s.

So you think that was in the 70s, thank you.

I'm fairly certain it was in the early 70s.

Thank you very much indeed. Do you remember why he
left?

As I understood it at the time it was an incident and
what incident the was I do not know and I haven't been
told since.

In a small family community, were you surprised at not
being told?

Not necessarily. What my feeling at the time was that
he was beginning to get a bit too big for his boots for
want of a better word.

Do you remember any other teachers leaving in the early

1970872
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granted. I think that's probably the best way of
putting it.

Can I ask another question: did you ever think about it
prior to him coming in?

Well, I'd been trained at teacher training college and
Barnard Castle was very good about making it clear what
could and couldn't be done. For instance, again, 1t was
always the second adult rule there as well, that there
was always the possibility, the distinct possibility
rather than the one in a million possibility, the
distinct possibility that another adult could walk
through any door at any time, which we felt at the time
was quite effective.

But from what you're saying at Gordonstoun, there was
simply -- until Pyper came in -- an assumption it would
be all right?

I wouldn't say that. OPK

used to drop in
on me from time to time and I'd drop in on him from time

to time, and of course he was a married man with family

and such like.

LADY SMITH: Sorry, who?

MR BROWN: Was he the housemaster?

A.

He was the housemaster at Duffus, yes. Well, for my

first seven, I think it was, years.
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As a family man, presumably he had his own pressures, to
deal with family as well as his charges?

I'm tempted to say I couldn't possibly comment. His
lady wife was also seen around the house, but it being

a boys' boarding house, the atmosphere was not one which
was totally welcoming of ladies. They did try once to
bring a female visiting tutor on site and the boys
didn't make life very easy for her. They had their own
personal expectations that a tutor in the boys' boarding

house would be male.

LADY SMITH: In what way did they not make life very easy

for her?

There was a lack of respect, my Lady, including people
coming back from the showers and accidentally dropping
their towels and such like. That only happened for

a very short time. Mr I think it was, had
a strong word with the house at the time, but the boys

were not shy about letting their opinions be known.

LADY SMITH: In what other ways did they fail to show

respect?

Well, it's situational, my Lady, but as a general
routine the students at Gordonstoun did show respect for
staff. For instance, if a staff member walked down

a corridor, the youngsters I wouldn't say got out of the

way, but they didn't hesitate to move -- I can't explain
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Is that not in part because it ran well, at least in
Duffus House, because people would only ever come to you
if it was necessary; for much of the time it ran
efficiently itself?

I'd answer that question in a slightly different way and
say as a general routine the boys would know what was
expected of them.

Yes.

Definitely for the first year or two while they were on
Blue Book, they would be writing up per day what they'd
achieved, what they'd done, what they hadn't done, or by
implication what they hadn't done, and that would be
checked at the end of the week by their tutor.

So one of the biggest steps a youngster would be
wanting to make would be to get off Blue Book and not
have to write up every day, "I did my physics prep,

I did my chemistry prep, I did my French prep, I did so
much exercise" routine.

And once that was achieved, presumably the involvement
or the input from the assistant housemaster and the
housemaster himself would decline further?

There would be less paperwork for sure, but
and I and whoever was visiting tutors
at the time tried to make us -- we tried to be around

the place during hours when the youngsters were mobile.
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