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belted and the stress was too much for me. And I'd
worked really, really hard and my cortisol levels must
have been through the roof. I remember sitting with

a book trying to memorise this bloody-—— anyway,

excuse my French. Anyway, I said into the tape

recorder -- I just went, "Oh God", and at the next
meeting with the class, the -teacher said,
CRV . "

God will not help you". He was a humorous man.

And then proceeded to belt me again.
You say at paragraph 34 on page 8:

"At the time I lived in fear of him."
Yeah. I think there was pretty much a strong -- yeah,
for sure. It was a bane on my existence, knowing that
I was liable to be beaten in -class through really
no fault of my own. There was really nothing I could do
about it.
And obviously from what you're saying he used his belt
with gusto and he even named it?
which had a long famous history. Apparently after I'd
left some classes had stolen the belt. Unfortunately he
got it back, apparently, but yeah, I remember it.
I think he had a little bit of paper sellotaped to the

belt with the name on,_.

Was this the sort of thing that was renowned throughout
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retired shortly after I joined and Mr Hankinson took
over.

The primary school was housed in a building,
Wavell House, separate from the main school. It was
named after a high-ranking officer, General Wavell.
There were three houses in Wavell House: Lyndoch, which
was on the ground floor; Abercrombie, which was on the
middle floor; and Moore, on the top. There were
inter-house competition events and we wore colours to
signify which house we belonged to. Moore was green,
Abercrombie was red and Lyndoch was blue.

You went in the doors on the ground floor of
Wavell House and the layout was the same on the three
floors. The housemasters' flats, two dormitories,
drying rooms and bathrooms with toilets were on each
floor.

Mr P was the overall housemaster at Wavell House
and also the housemaster of Moore House, which is the

i B CRC
one I was in. Everyone called him The

housemaster for Abercrombie wasand

Ben Phillips was the housemaster for Lyndoch. Ben's
name was Bentley. The three housemasters were also

primary school teachers and there was a fourth teacher

QYL
and Bentley were the youngest teachers.
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i 0 i i CRC
I think was in his 40s and-was the

oldest. I think he was nearing retirement when
I started. He died when I was there.

A1l of the teachers lived in Wavell House except
QyL

who had a house about 800 yards from the

school. Ben Phillips and were single. I think

oLB was married.
There was also a school matron. I don't think she
lived in. I don't remember her name.

Routine at Queen Victoria School.

My mum, dad, sister and brother came with me to the
school on my first day. My first impression was that it
looked like a castle but also a prison. I can't
remember if we went to the Porter's Lodge first, which
was the main entrance to the secondary school, or
Wavell House. I imagine I would have been introduced to
a staff member but I don't remember who it was. It was
probably the housemaster of Wavell House.

I remember being introduced to my seconder, who was
the person in P7 chosen to show me the ropes. He was
a really intelligent guy. He was really only there to
guide me for about a week. He was never a friend.
Nobody in the year above you was your friend.

It was either the seconder or a teacher that took me

to the stores to get a full bag of kit on my first day.
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would understand, the headmaster at the school talking
about your background coming to the school and if we go
over the page on to page 8, there's a paragraph:

"On the morning of Saturday, 5 November [this would
be 83, I would imagine] he watched another boy
experiment with inhaling a deodorant spray from
a plastic bag. That lunchtime the two boys both did the
same thing and both told other boys and younger boys
that they were high. On Saturday night in the model
railway hut in front of younger boys he squeezed wood
glue into a plastic bag ..."

Et cetera.

Mm-hmm.

From what you're saying, that is made up?
That's made up, yes.

Okay. And then it adds:

"It has come to light during enquiries that he has
been giving or selling cigarettes to younger boys and
boasting of knowing about drugs."

Yeah.

Okay. But it does put, I think, in context in December

(EIEEE

1982 after an incident involving another boy Mrs

agreed that you should be referred to Child Guidance and
you saw the educational psychologist.

Mm.
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mentioned happened to be outside =--
Yeah.

-- as you say, in the corridor, so you went and spoke to
him?

Yeah.

And he acted. The conversation that you were relating
about saying, "No one likes a grass", did that take
place in the corridor or did he take you away --

No, it was basically it was pretty much at the door of

the dormitory. You know, it was a very impulsive

immediate, "Okay, out, go upstairs, go to

detention. it's dealt with, but nobody likes
a grass."

So very much my assumption that you will go to
a teacher to ask them to do something and sort something
out was immediately: okay, they might sort some things
out but these are obviously things that I can't go to
them about.
Do you remember what you felt at that point?
Yeah, I can remember being, I guess, a bit shocked or
upset, I was like thinking: really? Okay, that seems
a bit odd, but --
Had you ever experienced that approach before?
No. Not -- you know, yes from your mates when you're

doing something wrong and it's like you don't snitch on
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items was in the -- in the senior house is you had

a bunk bed and then there was a big wardrobe for both of
you because you're obvicusly in your little section. So
whether they put something in that wardrobe that you

could lock, I can't recall.

Q. All right. But moving onto the third
paragraph beginning:

"You may not have heard of theft (or
borrowing/taking as the boys might wish to call it)
while [you] were in Wavell. There may be several
reasons and Mr T

Was he the housemaster at Wavell?

A. I can't remember his name.

MR BROWN: " ... I know has had to deal with it on several
occasions but in more advantageous conditions, ie
younger boys either own up or report each other and,
secondly, Wavell is a much more close-knit contained
unit with a higher density of staffing."

Does that ring true, it was a closer knit?

A. I wouldn't say -- no, it wasn't closer knit. I would
say -- two things. Things did get stolen in

Wavell House, I just didn't tell anyone because, you
know, teold not to. But in terms of that close-knit, no,
you know, it's just as -- so, yeah, it was just as

close-knit in the senior house amongst the boys as it
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got, you know, regardless of intent, the risk of

an individual taking their lives again is dramatically
increased if they ever tried to take their lives
previously before, and to dismiss my troubles in terms
of "hurly burly", given that he knows that, is
offensive.

And I would also like to say in terms of clarity of
whether I left boarding school not entirely in
accordance with my parents' wishes, my dad's
recollection and my mum's recollection of receiving that
letter was that they spoke to Mr -- the headmaster, told
them of the letter and that they wanted to take me out,
or at least they wanted to speak to me, and so Mr -- the
headmaster brought me to the room. Apparently I was --
you know, the phone was passed to me, my mum said, "Do
you want to leave?" I said, "Yes", and my mum then --

I then passed the phone back and the headmaster
questioned that they had not taken it seriously and
said, "Do you not want to aska little bit more
about what's gone on?" and my dad said, "No, his mum's
asked him one question, he's been clear on what the
answer 1is, we are leaving him".

So I dispute -- and my dad's clear on that
recollection. So I would dispute his sense that he

didn't think that my parents' wishes were not the same
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