





























10

L

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

12

20

21

22

23

24

25

people did you say was in a room?
Four to a room, apart fae I think number one, it had
five, or number five, I'm not sure. The furthest away
one had one more, I think.
Were you in a room with boys of your own age?
Yeah. Basically the youngest were the furthest room and
as you got older, you got moved up.
You talk about there being houseparents. You say one
set had one room and one set had the other room. So
were there houseparents that stayed in the residential
part?
Yeah. You walked through two double doors and in
between the double doors, one side was and 's
room and the other side was Dave's and was it [P
I think it was . It was just one apiece.
Would they swap around?
One stayed every night and it went a rota one, one, one
and then after four days, it would repeat itself.
So would there be one houseparent in overnight or two?
There'd be one.
One. Okay.

And that houseparent would be in charge of all of
the boys' dorms?
Yeah. And there was a girls' houseparent up the stairs

as well with them.
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And then you'd get ready for bed with lights out about
10 o'clock?

Yeah.

You say that you could have a shower either first thing
in the morning or last thing at night. Was it

a communal shower or could you go into a room and have
your own shower?

It was two or three cubicles in a room. Just depending
how many was in 1t at a time.

And did you feel that you had privacy in the shower
room?

Yeah.

And then at paragraph 22, you talk about when there was
one houseparent staying overnight. And you say that
they would generally be in their rooms but every now and
then you would hear them moving about?

Yeah. You would hear the swing doors bat, 'cause when
they come through, they was batted back and forward.

At paragraph 24, you tell us a bit more about some of

the staff. So first of all, you mentioned

. What was he like?
He was an ex-Sergeant Major fae _

And you describe him as being rough but fair?
Mm—hrmm .

You say in your statement --
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cross. I1'd never seen him do it, but --

But that's what he said?

Aye.

You say the threat was enough?

Aye.

How did you feel about him?

I thought it was a joke, to be gquite honest, and, as

I said, I never seen him do it. He was never rough or
-- ken -- I never seen him lift his hand to anybody. He
was fine. He was talkable, ken. He always said: 'If
you've got a problem come and see me, I'll gi' you a bus
fare if you want to go home but don't run away, ken.

I'd rather you come and see me and I'll gi' you a bus
fare'. He was -- Mr was fine.

At paragraph 25, you say that if you had a problem with
somebody, you could go to him and you would get boxing
gloves?

Get boxing gloves and take you up -- it would always end
in a draw, it didnae matter who was winning, it would
always end in a draw. It was just -- he didnae let you
get battered, ken, it was Jjust like going to a club and
doing boxing, to be guite honest.

You say you would go to the recreation room and box for
ten minutes?

Aye; rather than taking them outside and falling out

15
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You'd go out. Like, one time I stayed, I got taken to
a football match, Dundee United, Dundee United against
Rangers I think it was.

You say there that you could go swimming, as you've
mentioned, or go cycling?

Yeah.

And you were doing cross-country running as well,

I think?

WLl =nd that done hillwalking. You could go and camp
over weekends and such and I'd go outdoor and then go

hillwalking with 'em and such on. That was mair QUM and

‘s, ken, their activities sorta thing. Dave and
that was mair -- I think he was into electric cars,

ken, Scalextrics and that, he made them and all that,
and Dave was into fitness.
And you say in this paragraph:
'It was great, couldn't have been a better place as
far as I was concerned.'
For the first six months, yeah.
And why was it that you thought that?
A bit of routine. I was getting pocket money.
You said things like you had the new clothes and the
showers and hot showers and things?
Yeah.

You also say that you did Duke of Edinburgh awards when

17
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you were there?

I done my bronze and silver.

And then, at paragraph 30, you talk about there's a TV
room with a pool table. There's a shooting range in the
attic?

In the attic, aye.

You say that was supervised by a member of staff?

Yeah. I think it was jlall that done the shoot -- held
the shooting range.

And there was Scalextrics, as you've mentioned, and

a big train set?

Yeah.

And then at paragraph 31, you say the food was good?
Yeah.

At paragraph 32, you were asked some questions about
school. How did vou find the classes that you went to?
Fine. But there was nothing too strenuous. To be gquite
honest, I was mair advanced in technical drawing than
what they were. I actually had to show the teacher how
to do a technical drawing, how they were doing it. He
was still doing it the same way fae about 1960, where it
had moved on a bit.

You say that there was no chance of going for O-Grades
or anything like that?

We didn't hae the facilities. One of the classes was

18
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run I think by 's wife who was -- I don't

know if she was even a teacher, to be guite honest. It
was mair like computer, crafts, you done a bit of
spelling and maths, but not a great deal.

Did that bother you at all or were you happy with that?
I couldnae read or write -- I couldnae write, so, aye,
that suited me fine.

At paragraph 34 you say that you got pocket money at
Linwood, which you have mentioned. That was something
that you've never had before?

No.

And that the pocket money was kept for you and one of
the houseparents organised how much you had?

It was the head houseparent, I cannae mind his name.
Was pocket money ever docked or money taken off you?
No.

No.

No.

And you say that you left Linwood with about £4007?
Yeah.

If we go on to page 8, you say that your social worker
came to wvisit, but you say all you can remember doing
with her was shopping?

Basically, aye.

Now, if we move on to page 8, and paragraph 39, as
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And you say at paragraph 48 that you made sure you never
got sick?

Aye, because then you'd have to sit -- lie in your bed
and, ken, there'd be naebody about for a full day.

And did you stop doing the activities that you had been
doing?

I stopped doing cross-country and everything.

You say that you started going camping with the other
houseparents and did the Duke of Edinburgh?

Yeah. If it was him and [{fJjthat was on, I'd either go
Scalextrics with Qs or I'd make sure it was someone
that was nothing to do with Dave. If he was taking
other people swimming, I wouldnae go. If [Nullwas
taking, I'd go.

If we go on, over the page, to page 11, you tell us that
you left Linwood when you were 16?2

Yeah.

And you went back to your mum's house initially?

Yeah.

If we go down to paragraph 53, you say that you didn't
tell anybody what had happened?

No.

Even after you went back to stay at your mum's house?
No.

Why did you not tell your mum what had happened?
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bedrooms for the boys, which were like dormitories.
There were more stairs going up and there was a flat on
the second floor, which was for staff and I remember

a man, who I think was a carer, staying there at one
time. I only remember going up there once.

'"An American man was - to my knowledge.

I don't think he stayed on the premises.

' [There was AR | _the place. Other
staff I remember are Mr Leech, Miss Griffiths, who were
teachers, and [a man] who was one of the carers in the
main house. [This man] was a tall fat man, as far as
I recall, and he had curly hair. [There was also
a female carer] in the main house and later on in the
lodge and there was alsoc Mr Lloyd, who I remember as
being the carer in the lodge. There were maybe two or
three other staff members but I don't remember much
about them or their names.

'There was an older man who was a carer that worked
in the main building when I first went into
Starley Hall. He lived in the upstairs flat in the main
building. I remember him taking me up the stairs to the
main house and going into the flat. I don't remember
anything after that and I don't know why. I have always
wondered if I have suppressed an unpleasant memory.

'T first attended as a day pupil and went to classes
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'"One time I was late to go back to Starley Hall
after visiting my mum at the weekend. She had kept me
back for a few days because I had been ill. I remember
being in ['s] office with my mum when
I got back. I don't know what the chat was about.

I was sitting in a metal chair with a padded seat and
wooden armrests. [ told my mum to
leave. I asked her not to go and leave me because

I didn't want to stay there. He told my mum to leave
again so she did.

'As soon as my mum left and turned a corner, [
SNR ] came across the room towards me in a flash.
He was standing over me and he had pinned my wrists down
on the armrests, holding me down. I lost it and started
screaming and called him every name under the sun.

I was struggling to get free but he was a big rugby
player and it felt like I was in a vice because he was
so strong. I kept fighting because I'm stubborn but

I had to stop because I felt like my wrists would snap
and he'd break my bones. He wasn't arguing with me or
anything.

'For weeks after that my wrists were black and blue,
but nobody saw them because I wore long sleeves. I had
always seen my mum hiding and covering up her bruises,

so I thought that was what you did when you had
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basically I just got dropped off and that -- I didn't
even get a chance to say 'Cheerio' to my mum. It was
just like fling you in. 'There you go'. It was a big
shock to the system. I had a few sleepless nights.
When you say that you just got dropped off, were there
any family members with you when you got dropped off?
Yes, my mum and my social worker, I'm trying to remember
his name. Off the top of my head I can't remember.
It's okay.

There was somebody waiting for me. I think it was
Mr I think, if I remember right, and he showed
me my room and gave me like a wee list of dos and
don'ts. He showed me where my wardrobe was, 'cause

I had to change into their clothes.

You do talk about your first day there at paragraph 12
on page 4 of your statement and you say that you
remember feeling very emotional and you felt terrified?
Yeah.

Why was that?

Just -- I was away from parents in a strange place.
Didn't know anybody round about me. Er, just wanted to
go home really. It was terrifying, it was.

When you were shown about and given those rules by

Mr , where were you sleeping? What was your room

like?
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really. That was all I had, 'cause the wardrobe was out
in the hall. That's where everything got kept.

Were you aware of other boys that were sleeping in

a dormitory-style room?

Yeah, the rest of the school, they had two wings, there
was east and west wingers, and they all shared a big
room.

Was there anything that you remember from their rooms
that differed from yours or what they were allowed to
do?

Well, they had their own playroom and TV and games.
Where we were, we had nothing.

So no television between you and the other boys?

No, between the three of us, we had nothing.

No games, no toys?

No.

And I think you tell us in that paragraph that you had
your own houseparents, who slept in rooms on the level
above yours?

Yes.

Would they be people that you could approach if you
needed help in the middle of the night?

One, yeah.

Who was that?

That was
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What was it about that made him approachable?

He would listen. He would sit down and he would have

a normal conversation with you and explain that why you
cannae do this or why I was getting punished or -- he
spent time explaining and made me understand better, you
know?

It wasnae just like: 'Right, you're sent to your
room for the night, we'll see you tomorrow'. He would
explain why and, you know, he'd try and help you as much
as he could.

And you do talk about S€M in the next paragraph and you
say that he was really good and tried to help you in
many ways and that you felt that he cared?

Yeah. He was -- he didnae -- he treated us with
respect. If we respected him, he respected us back.
You know, there was a line that, you know, you couldnae
Cross.

Did his respectful and caring approach, as you're
describing, did that differ from some other
houseparents?

Yeah.

Can you tell us a wee bit more about that?

They would just punish you, you know. You would get
punished, sent to your room or you'd miss out your

supper or you wouldn't get to go swimming or whatever.
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There was so many activities, horse riding, stuff like
that, but if you didn't meet -- they had a point system
and if you got less than 12 points, that was you
straight after your tea at six, that was you 'til seven
the next morning in your room.

And this would be you in a room by yourself with
nothing?

Nothing, just a window to look at and all there was was
farmer fields. That was it. You were out in the middle
of no place.

And unlike the approach that [[EJfhad, where he explained
maybe why you were being punished or why something was
happening, did the other people who sent you to your
room, houseparents, did they ever explain why?

No.

Did you know why?

Usually it was punishment. It was after seeing

Mr Sl 2n¢ that, that would be me after my tea,
'cause he was quite strict, with me anyway. I can only
speak for mysel' and, you know, but he was strict.

In what way?

Me personally, in my experience, he would rather punish
me. I don't know, we just didn't see eye to eye at all.
When you say that he would punish you, what sort of

things do you remember him doing?
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So when you found out that you were going to bed if you
didn't have enough points, was everyone there? Was
there a meeting where everybody went to?
Yeah, the whole school was there, yeah.
Did they give any reason about why the points had been
lost or was it a case of: 'You're not going tonight, you
don't have enough points'?
Yeah, they would say it was for doing this in school or
for, at night time, you know, being caught out your room
or not doing as you're told or being in a part of the
building you're not supposed to be.
So the reason why you lost points was discussed in
front of the full school?
Yeah.
Moving on to talk about school then at Ovenstone.

Do you remember what the classrooms were like and
what the school was like?
Yeah. The best way I could describe the classrooms, it
was like two big Portakabins put together, with one
entrance and, as you went in, there was Mrcn
the left and I cannae remember the woman that was in the
other one, 'cause I was in with Mr quite a lot.
I think you say it might have been a Miss Dow in the
other room, in your statement, who taught English?

Yeah, but I can't remember if she was Ovenstone or
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Linwood.

What sort of things did you do in school? Did you
follow a curriculum?

Erm, yeah, maths, a bit of English. I do remember,

I think, music as well, but, erm, I spent most of my
time out in the hall.

Why was that?

For no paying attention, answering back, erm, or --
basically just answering back or getting caught staring
out the window. And when you find out you lose two
points, I wasnae very happy, so I'd get dragged out and
made to stand out in the hall.

So when you say you got dragged out, were you physically
removed from the class?

Yes.

And was that by Mr

How long would you be made to stand outside the class
for?

'Til the class was finished. And that could be, I don't
know, an hour, possibly more, and if I really struggled,
it would be to MI straight up there and I'd get
punished by Mr .

You were telling us there that you sort of daydreamed

a lot?
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Yeah.

But at paragraph 24, you say that you felt like no one
ever gave you a break in trying to help you with the
issues that you had?

Yeah.

What do you mean by that?

They wouldnae hear my side. It would be punishment

or -- they just wouldn't explain. It's as though they
didnae hae any time of me. They'd rather see the back
of me than hae to deal with me.

You go on to say that you never got any feedback on your
progress at school. Did you feel like you were learning
anything at school?

No.

We go on in your statement, at paragraph 27, talking
about healthcare at the school. You say that you seem

to recall Mr (RES

had to approve anyone being taken
for any form of medical attention out of the school?
Yes.

Would he ever, as far as you're aware, not let anyone be
taken out of the school for medical attention?

Not that I can remember, no. I had a few -- I kept,
like, getting tonsillitis and I was gqguite bad for that
when I was younger, so I did see a doctor quite a few

times in Pittenweem or -- I get the two of them mixed
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up, it was either Pittenweem or Anstruther, but they're
like two wee towns right next to each other so ...

You would see a doctor at one of them?

Yeah.

You go on to talk about a particular experience you had
where you had tonsillitis and you were taken to see

a doctor and you were involved in a car accident --
Yeah.

-- at that point. BAnd you were checked over. You say
you had bumps and bruises and you were allowed to return
to Ovenstone. But you had to spend two days in bed and
you saw this as a punishment?

Yeah.

Did anyone tell you why you had to spend time in bed?
No. Two days in my room on my ain, but, erm, [ARellwould
pop in just to make sure I was all right, if I needed
water or just a chat, eh, 'cause --

Did you feel like you were being punished for being in
a car accident?

Yeah. It wasnae my fault. It's just an accident.

You weren't told: 'Oh, you have to stay in bed and
rest', because maybe after the accident, you weren't
told anything like that?

No. It was just bumps and bruises I had on this side of

me (indicating) fae hitting the door pillar and that.
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You go on at page 9 of your statement to say, at
paragraph 35, that your social worker never came to
visit you and you never had any sort of official wvisits
and nobody really came to speak to you.

Was there anyone that you could speak to outwith the
school if you needed to speak to someone? If you had
a problem in the school, was there anyone outside you
could speak to?
Outside the school, no.
What about inside the school?
KLG |
And what would PSCHdo?
I would tell him my issues and, like, if I had a problem
and he would try and help me to the best that he could,

but I think most of the time there wasnae a lot he could

do, 'cause it was a punishment by Mr and I don't
think that he could go over Mr [{ISEEEN's head.

You go on to talk about family contact and we see at
paragraph 36 that there was another punishment that
Mr used to use, which was that he would cancel
your weekends home?

Yeah.

How often would this happen?

I think three or four, I think.

Three or four times or weekends in a row?
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Yeah.

You go on at paragraph 38, on page 10, to say that one
night you ran away with some of the other boys because
you had had enough. Are you able to tell us more about
that?

Yeah. I think it was Jjust basically a build-up of no
getting listened to, frustration, er, and we thought it
was a good idea, but it's miles and miles of farmers'
fields and for some unknown reason, the police knew
where to find us. We got to the end. It was a pitch
dark, middle of nae place, and we were just heading and
we eventually get out the fields and the polis were
sitting there waiting on us, so they'd just put you in
the back of the car and take you back.

You say that the police never asked why you were running
away?

No.

Do you think if they did ask, you would have told them?
I think so, yeah.

You go on to say that you only ran away twice but you
knew others that maybe had run away a bit more?

Yeah. It was quite a regular thing.

You say that one of the consequences when you ran away
was that when you came back, Mr [{iJ would be there

shouting at you and you had to go to bed knowing that he
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sheets. But as you're doing that, they're telling you
that you're disgusting, dirty.

So before the lady there actually washed the sheets, you
had to do like a --
A prewash.

-- prewash with them?

Yeah. And you had to do it twice.

You go on in your statement to talk about the fact that
yvou moved from Ovenstone to Linwood Hall School. Do you
remember how that came about?

I think that was maybe the second time I seen my social
worker. He took me and my mum there and that was when

I met Mr excuse me, .
And what was your first impression of Linwood Hall?

It was a big, big school. He was different. A lot
different. Just the amount of kids that were there as
well. There was way more than what I was used to at
Ovenstone.
When you say that Mr was different, what was it
that made him different?

He actually treated you like a human being, to be quite
honest. He listened to you at the meeting. He spoke to
me and my mum and tell us what things they had, you
know, like education-wise and that.

Then I think after that -- I'm trying to remember.
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Sorry to interrupt you there, 'Fred', but do you know
what age you were when you went to Linwood?

12,

I understand that you were a residential pupil at
Ovenstone but were you a day pupil at Linwood?

Yes.

You say at paragraph 52 that after Mrmet you, you
remember that, during a conversation, he roared and
thumped his hand on the table?

Mm—hrmm.

'He was a big man so my mum and I got a fright.’

Yeah.

Do you know why he thumped his hand on the table?

I don't know, just to give us a fright, I think. It was
just out the blue. He just really thumped the table and
me and my mum hit the roof, eh.

Was this your first interaction with a member of staff
at Linwood Hall?

Yeah, that was the initial first time we seen him.

You go on to say that you, unlike Ovenstone, you didn't
have to wear a uniform at Linwood Hall?

No, it was just smartly dressed.

You say that Linwood Hall, at paragraph 55, offered you
lots of opportunities for trips away?

Yeah. I done the Duke of Edinburghs, the bronze and
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Did you feel like the staff dealt with that better?
Yeah, most of the time, yeah.

When you say 'most of the time'?

Yeah, I would still get frustrated and get punished for
doing silly things, shouting or being in the wrong

place -- some place where I shouldnae be, and on quite

a few occasions up in the front of Mr yeah.

What would happen if you were being punished at Linwood?
If it was a bad day, a really bad day for me, I would
get taken to his office and the way he would restrain me
would be by sitting on me and pinning my arms to the
flair until I calmed doon, which he was a big man,
really big, heavy. When he sat on you, you struggled to
breathe, eh, but he would sit on you and he would pin
your hands to the flair and 'til you calmed doon you
struggled to breathe.

Eventually I would calm doon, but that was for --
just for him to get him off me, 'cause he was a big
chap.

So if you went in to his room, how did you go from sort
of standing in his room to being restrained on the
floor?

Getting detention or losing a privilege, like,

I wouldnae get to go out, because it was like --

Ovenstone, if you behaved well, you got privileges and
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you'd get taken out, bike rides, stuff like that and
I would lose that and I would lose my temper, so he
would restrain me. No that I was going to physically
attack him. I wasnae that way, but it was his way of
calming me doon.

I don't know if he done it to other pupils, but
that's how he would get me to calm doon, by sitting on
me, restraining me.

How often do you think that happened?

Maybe once or twice a week.

Once or twice a week you were being restrained?

Yeah.

You say at paragraph 57 that you did try and work harder
to control your behaviour and anger and you earned the
trophy for the most improved pupil when you were 15?2
Yeah. That was hard, but it was months and months of
hard work, 'cause I got that as well, but I got -- if

I behaved -- or stayed out of trouble for more than

six months, I got to go on the trip to the Isle of Man,

so I tried -- I still had my ups and downs but Mr
was -- he was harsh, but he was fair as well. He could
be fair.

There's quite a few times I was up in the front of
him and he could have stopped me fae going on holiday,

but I think maybe he seen that I was trying, just having

87









10

L

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

12

20

21

22

23

24

25

How were the other pupils treating this other boy?
Telling him to do stuff, pulling his trousers doon,
pushing him about. It was something I couldnae sit and
watch, so I warned 'em not to do it any mair, but they
push you and push you and it did turn to fighting and

I got punished for it, but in my eyes I was sticking up
for somebody that couldnae stick up for himself.

Were you able to tell anycne, any of the teachers, any
of the carers, anyone at Linwood Hall about what was
happening to this boy?

Yeah, I told Mr and other teachers but they said
they'd try and keep an eye, but they cannae keep an eye
on you all the time, but I just couldnae let it go on
any more and I got into quite a bit of trouble for it,
but I just couldnae sit and watch it any more.

You go on to talk about other abuse that happened at
Linwood Hall and we've touched on some of it but you
mention that when you were in woodwork class, at
paragraph 63, you were cheeky and you were clamped to
four woodwork benches?

Yeah.

Do you remember how that came about and what happened?
It was just -- it started out to be a bit of banter,
laugh and a joke, but, I don't know, maybe I touched

a nerve or said something I shouldnae have and Mr
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I think. We had four woodwork tables and they've got
like vices on each end, pushed the four tables together,
grabbed me, put me on top, put my trouser legs in the
bottom vices and my cuffs in my shirt on the other and
tightened them up and left me there and just had a good
old laugh, which really angered me.

How long do you think you were left there like that?

I would say 15/20 minutes. If no longer. It felt
longer. But just them laughing at you, it doesnae make
you feel nice.

You go on at paragraph 64 and 65 to talk about some of
the things that you were effectively told was happening
or were aware of.

First at paragraph 64 you say that Mr announced
to the school that a gardener had lost his job because
he had been caught sexually abusing a child:

'It was talked about at the school, however I never
knew who the child was.'

Yeah, I'm not sure if it was a child from the school or
fae the surrounding area, but he did get caught.

When you say that Mr announced to the school, did
he --

It was, like, weekly assembly.

So at the weekly assembly you were all told the reason

Sl
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to, they didn't want to hire me.

'I also feel that I would have ended up in prison or
on drugs, but when I met my wife and we had our children
I could finally live a proper family life.

'T am still affected mentally today as I suffer from
PTSD, anxiety and depression and agoraphobia. It has
tainted my whole life.

'T would like to add though that one of the
houseparents, , was amazing. He brought me food
and drink when I was being punished, by not having my
evening meal. He also helped me channel my energy into
art. He was a truly amazing person with whom I kept in
touch with until he passed away, so thank you'

'"Fred', is there anything further you would like to

add?

A. No, that's great, ta.

MS MCMILLAN: 'Fred', I don't have any further questions for
you, thank you.

LADY SMITH: 'Fred', I don't have any other questions

either.

Thank you for taking the trouble to write down what
you wanted to add to what was in your statement. It was
very powerful and very clear. And thank you again for
coming here today and speaking so openly and frankly

about your time, both at Ovenstone and at Linwood. It's
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been really enlightening.

You are now free to go and I hope the rest of the
day is calm and peaceful for you. Thank you.
Thank you.

(The witness withdrew)

LADY SMITH: Before I rise for the lunch break, I want to

mention the names of some people who aren't to be
identified as referred to in our evidence outside this
room.

Mr Mr and someone who was a boy alongside
the witness who has just given evidence, that he
referred to as -

So those pecople are all protected by my general
restriction -- their identities are all protected by my
General Restriction Order. Please bear that in mind.

So I'll rise now for the lunch break and sit again

at 2 o'clock. Thank you.

(12.55 pm)

(The luncheon adjournment)

(2.00 pm)

LADY SMITH: Good afternoon.

Now, Ms Innes, back to some read-ins, I think, yes?

MS INNES: Yes, we have two read-ins this afternoon.

The first one is quite lengthy and it's for

96
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'One of the staff members would supervise us in the
main house at night time. I don't think there was
a formal system for the staff who stayed over in the
main house during the night. I remember that they
tended to be teachers who were not really involved in
the educational side of the place. They would stay in
the office at the bottom of the stairs overnight.
Looking back, it didn't feel like we were supervised.
I remember them coming round the rooms once during the
night. The rest of the time those staff members just
sat on their arses in the wee rooms downstairs.

'"There was no staff member that was assigned to me
or had the role of a key worker. There wasn't really
a specific staff member I could go to or speak to if
I had a problem. If I ever had a problem, I would go to
the nurse but that wasn't anything official.

' when I joined] was a very
red-blooded American male. I don't remember his
day-to-day role in the place. 2All I remember is that he
was and he had a lot of money. As far as
I'm concerned, he didn't do anything but wave money
about. [He] left about a year-and-a-half after I first
got there. I would have been about 9-years old when he
left. That would have been in approximately 1987 or

1988.."
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'Nigel Lloyd was a teacher who came in some time
after I started at Starley Hall. He became deputy
principal ... in either 1987 or 1988. He was old.

I don't know what he taught because that was never made
clear to me. He used to play rugby. He was a good mate
of [N ]. He smoked a pipe. It was never
explained to me what his day-to-day role was.

'Mrs -and Mr “were the only teachers who

were really nice people. They were both older.
Mr “ lived in Perth. Mrs - was
a blonde-haired woman. She had a couple of daughters.
She was absolutely perfect and lovely. She was never
abusive. Her whole family was lovely. I don't know
what Mr “ taught but Mrs - taught
home economics. They ended up marrying one another
during the time I was at Starley Hall. Looking back,
they were the only two staff members who really cared
about the children [there].

' [Another teacher was in his 30s when I was there].
I don't know what he taught. 2ll he would do is pull
his guitar out in class and strum away. He would say
that we were going to learn music but he didn't actually

teach us anything. I don't remember us ever having
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Sometimes you were given activities to do in the
evenings. I don't think there was anything structured
in the way that they put on activities in the evenings.
The sort of activities that were done in the evenings
were things like [the teacher with the hook nose] would
put on. He would drive you to a park or to the beach,
he would ask us in the evenings who would like to go and
those that wanted to would put their hands in the air.

'I remember that some of the children had board
games at Starley Hall. I was about 10 years old when
I stole a wee boy's Pass the Pigs board game. 1I'd never
seen the game before so I decided to steal it. 1In 1984
they turned part of the corrymex into a clubhouse so as
we could go there to relax ... '

I think the reference to 1984 there can't be right
because he was there in 1986. So I think that's just
a mistake:

'"There was one of those big standing stereos with
all the little levels in the room. It was trying to
look like a Technics system but it was actually a piece
of shit. We could play records and that.

'] got me into the Scouts. He didn't
have anything to do with them. He just arranged it all
for me to join. I didn't want to join the Scouts. It

was something I was made to do. I was the only boy from
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Starley Hall who went to that. I remember that I had to
pay for a scarf and a woggle. I enjoyed some of the
things that we did in the Scouts because my grandad had
taught me things about survival in the past. I wanted
all of the badges. However, I didn't find the Scouts
nice. I had to call people by made-up names like
"Baloo". At the same time, it was a break from what was
going on at Starley Hall.'

Moving on to paragraph 60:

'T remember that the older children who were in the
gatehouse were allowed to go and do Taekwondo. They
were old enough to have driving licences so they would
drive there themselves.

'I never agreed to do anything with religion when
I was there and throughout my time in care.'

At paragraph 62:

'T was expected to go to church every Sunday when
I was at Starley Hall. I think the church was in
Aberdour. I would try to avoid going to church and show
up later on. Not going to church was seen as being
unholy. I remember being punched, kicked and kneed for
refusing to go to church. When I was kneed in the guts,
I remember quite a few of the staff members doing that.

I especially remember Nigel Lloyd, [ and

[the music teacher] and another staff member I don't
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meeting. I believe the meeting was held in the front of
I

'I don't remember there being any inspectors or
inspections. Looking back, there really wasn't anyone
from the outside who came in.

'I never saw a dentist during my time there.
Although the school was set up for children who had
ADHD, they didn't do anything in terms of treatment.
Never once did I see any health professionals come in
from the outside. All we had was the school nurse. She
had a little office upstairs in the castle part of the
place. I remember that when I saw her, she would fill
in what looked like a little logbook.

'I ran away whenever I was expected to do something
I didn't agree with. That could be anything. I ran
away three or four times from the age of 8 onwards.

I would run away both at night and during the day.

I remember that there was no one looking out from the
top floors of the house to keep an eye on you. Leisure
time wasn't supervised in any way. They just didn't
care. The only times that we would be supervised [I
think it should say where] if we were in a public place
outside of Starley Hall.

'You could leave Starley Hall in a few different

ways. You could go out during your break time, past the
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I do remember having to make up things to tell them.
'The police would pull out everything to get us
caught. They would look out for us and get us when they

saw us. They would just think that we were kids who
shouldn't be where we were. The police were always nice
and friendly whenever they caught us. They would then
just take us back to Starley Hall.

'What happened after you got taken back to
Starley Hall after running away depended on who you got.
Sometimes I was beaten by staff. All the staff members
would do that from time to time. If you got Nigel Lloyd
or [EXS ], vou would get skelped then get
restrained for being viclent. How could a wee boy
taking on someone that big be violent? I was tiny.

'All the occasions I ran away are detailed in the
records I recovered later on. I shouldn't have needed
to run away from a place where I had supposedly been
placed in care. Looking back, I should have been
listened to and should never have felt the need that
I had to run away. I shouldn't have had to run away to
get the attention I needed to report what was happening
to me.

'I wet the bed a couple of times when I was at
Starley Hall. I was made to feel bad after that

happened. There was a physical punishment for wetting
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the bed. You were beaten by staff if you were found to
have wet the bed. If you pissed yourself, you were seen
as being unholy. I remember all the people I am taking
to court doing that. Those people include Nigel Lloyd
and [GAIN 1. I would then be made to take the
wet sheets down to the laundry. It was like a walk of
shame. I remember the staff ridiculing me when

I brought those sheets down. They would say, "How dare

" and make i1t known that they now had to clean my

you
sheets. I remember seeing other children being treated
in the same way as me ...

'"The reason I was pissing the bed was because I was
terrified. The bedwetting was linked to the abuse I was
suffering. Why else would I randomly start pissing the
bed? I had no other reason to be doing that. Maybe if
the staff hadn't been battering the shit out of me or
other staff members trying to do other things to me,

I wouldn't have been wetting my bed.

'TI was the smallest and youngest boy there and the
staff made me feel it. I was just a tiny freckly kid.

I think the people saw me being the size I was and
thought I was an easy target. I was viewed as "the
naughty boy", but I wasn't. I really wasn't naughty.

I was just a very intelligent boy. When you were

disciplined, it depended on which teacher caught you.
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Different teachers did different things. I didn't know
why they were doing the things to me most of the time.

'They got us to do manual labour as punishment. We
were all bairns and we were made to do that. I don't
know why we were made to do that. I remember on one
occasion we had to tidy the corrymex when they made
a clubhouse. I remember that we had to lift everything
out ourselves. There were children carrying out chests
of drawers and things like that. There was no
supervision of that.

'I remember multiple times when I was forced to
stand barefoot in my pyjamas on cold, hard concrete.
I remember being forced to walk to country dancing in my
bare feet. The dance hall was freezing cold. I don't
know whether they made me do that as punishment or
whether it was for something else. I never found out.
There was more than one staff member who would make me
do that.

'Around about the time that I was made to walk
around Starley Hall in my bare feet, there was
an occasion when I ran into the gym to escape who
was a staff member at Starley Hall. I can't remember
his surname. I remember [JUUJj headbutting a window
there. The window was one of those windows with

reinforced glass in it.
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'"There really wasn't anything like lines or
detention. I think there was only one time when I got
given something else close to lines. I think I called
someone "a motherfucker" and the teacher who gave me my
punishment asked me to write down all of the swear
words. I had to write them all down on a pilece of
wallpaper. I remember that I came up with some really
beautiful swear words. Looking back, I can't see the
point of making a child do that.

'"The way they disciplined you was mostly in the form
of physical assaults. BAll the staff were physically
abusive. They used that as a means of discipline in the
school and in the main house. The only one who wasn't
was Mr [} 1t was brutal. If you didn't make your
bed in the morning, you would get skelped with an open
hand over the back of your hand. They would do a lot of
restraining in Starley Hall. Why does an 8-year-old boy
need restraining by a 40-year-old man? Even if you need
to do that, there are ways of doing that. You don't
need to twist the boy's arm right up their back. There
is no need to have you permanently terrified by the
prospect of that.

'"There were times when my shoulder was dislocated
during the times that I was restrained at Starley Hall.

I remember it not being able to re-attach as the staff
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my coccyx. Most of the physical abuse that Nigel Lloyd
did was very masked. When he punched me, it was often
in the stomach or in the groin area. I remember seeing
him speaking to staff after doing that and making fun of
me. How can it be okay for a grown man who was a former
professional rugby player to do that to a small boy?

'On one occasion, Nigel Lloyd nearly dislocated my
arm. He put my arm up my back, as was the staff's
trademark there. It was called restraint. I don't
remember on what occasion that happened or what the
events were surrounding him doing that. I can't
remember on what occasion Nigel Lloyd did that so
I don't know whether there were any other staff members
present when he put my arm behind my back.

'"Nigel Lloyd sexually abused me during shower times.
He would be in the shower room watching me and the other
boys. He didn't go any further than that. He wasn't
one of the staff members which progressed to touching.

I remember we couldn't close the curtains. Looking
back, I don't know why they thought it was appropriate
to have staff members watching boys when they were
showering ...

'[ was another staff member I remember
as being physically abusive. He would pull me out of

the bed by the mattress or by my legs. I remember he
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would take me down to the kitchens before or after

I went to Scouts to give me some food. It was
horrifying what happened when he took me into those
kitchens. I wasn't the only one who was physically
assaulted by [him]. I remember seeing him battering
other boys, including [my friend].

'He once went mental at me because I didn't have all
my clothes ready for a camping trip I was going on. He
was about to drive me to go to the Scouts at Aberdour.
He kicked my bags around and demanded that I go down to
see the dressmaker. He got my arm up my back and
marched me around to get things. I couldn't understand
how this guy could be so bad to me when he had got me
into the Scouts.

'I then had to go on a camping trip with
} and his son. It was a father and son camping
trip so I couldn't understand why I was there. [He]
spent all the time with his son. I remember being
completely lonely on that camping trip. None of the
other kids or their parents would help me. No one
wanted to hang around with me. I was Jjust left alone.

I felt like a black sheep.

'On one occasion we went to a place called Beecraigs

in West Lothian. I remember that there were lots of

deer there. I remember that myself and another boy ...
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got separated from everybody during a walk around this
place. We didn't get separated intentionally. Because
the staff couldn't find us, we were just left there. We
were two young boys out in the wild. We looked to get
some shelter and found some. I remember the shelter was
right next to a road and sleeping out curled and huddled
into one another. During that time we didn't hear
anyone out looking for us.

"It wasn't until after midnight that we eventually
got picked up by the staff. It was the bus driver and
someone else. I think it was [EXIS 1. They
found us in the shelter. When we got picked up they
both kicked the shit out of us. We were kicked and
punched. They did this because we were seen to have
been the ones who had done something wrong. We were
told that we should have handed ourselves in. Looking
back, it was because all the teachers weren't bothered
looking out for us that we got separated.

'I remember [the music teacher] being both
physically and sexually abusive. He was another staff
member who would pull me out of the bed by the mattress
or my legs. When I was either 9 or 10 years old, [he]
slammed me into a wall during a lesson in one of the
classrooms. He did that because he thought I wouldn't

let him continue sitting there and play his guitar.
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