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12.We would not know if abuse had taken place unless we saw obvious physical
injuries. | was not aware of any problems there and, in fairness to the nuns,
they did not insist on sitting- in during any examinations. | had no concerns
about what was happening at St Charles.
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15. My responsibility at St Charles hospital was simply to assess the children for
education. At Ridgepark school | was assessing those going into and leaving
the school. | was part of a committee that looked at the progress of all the
children.

16.To be admitted into a special school in those days there were three
professionals involved these being a psychologist, a medical officer and a

report from the school where the child was attending.

17.At the hospital | had no responsibility for the placement of children. Some
were there because their parents couldn’t look after them. These days such

children would likely be in foster care or a children’s home.

18.1 have no recollection of dealing with Smyllum Orphanage though | am sure |
would have been there as it came under Lanark Council. If | was there |
would have written up notes in case files though | don’t know where such
notes would now be. These notes would cover both residential and non-
residential children for any school we attended.
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19. Stanmore House residential school wasn’t a local authority school but was
run by the Scottish Council for Spastics (now Capability Scotland) though
local authorities did pay for children to go there. ettt St
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| was encouraged by the Inspectorate to provide

psychological services. We would offer our services and advise places to
approach us if they had concerns about emotional or behavioural difficulties.

21.Children did not come to see me. | always went to see them in their normal
settings. | have plenty of recollections about St Charles and Stanmore but |
just can’t recall Smyllum. It is possible that Smyllum didn’t take up our offer of

psychological assistance.

22.Records would have been held at Clydesdale Street, Psychological Services,
Lanarkshire From 1975 onwards | was in Strathclyde but, prior to that, it was
Lanarkshire County Council. Strathclyde was regional and would have been
my employers from 1975.

23.The 1975 Children Act was a significant sea-change in my professional life
whereas the 1968 Social Work (Scotland ) Act was already in place and | had
absorbed it as the normal way of working.

24.\We worked hand in hand with the Education Department, the Health Board
and Social Work.





















