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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

KVI

Support person present: Yes.

1. My name is [S{N N 'y date of birth is | 1987- My contact

details are known to the Inquiry.
Life before going to the Royal Blind School

2. | was born in London and lived there until | was about three years old. My dad is also
called -and my biological mother is- | don’t have any contact with her.
The lady | call mum is - who my dad later married and who has been a big part
of my life for many years now.

3. | have a big family, although it's a bit dysfunctional. The oldest of my siblings is my
sister il who is two or three years older than me and there is il who is about
four years younger. | also have a step-brother called - who is three years
younger and who was [JJJllfs son from a previous relationship, and | have half-
brothers Jlland Il who my dad had with a different partner. They are quite a bit

younger.

4. | was born twelve weeks prematurely with a condition called retinopathy of prematurity
(ROP), which is a visual impairment. | am registered blind although | do have some
sight. | can see some colours and the outlines of people and objects. In those days,
to be born so early was basically a death sentence. | was read my last rites and
apparently | died three times and had thirty-two blood transfusions. | was on a life

support machine for the first three months of my life.
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51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

With both the athletics and the swimming teams, | went round Britain competing in
various competitions. We went to Birmingham for athletics and Worcester for
swimming and other places around the country too.

Personal possessions

Our bedroom doors locked and we all had bedside cabinets where we would keep any
personal possessions. We also kept our clothes in chests of drawers in our own rooms
and we had lockers in the school where we could keep things as well.

External Inspections

Every now and then external inspectors would come to the school. There would be a
massive upheaval so that everything could be made perfect. People would be told to
stay in line and everything would be as clean as possible. We never really got a
chance to speak to any of the inspectors though. They would just pop their heads into
classrooms and that would be about it.

| remember Prince Phillip came to the school at one time. There was security at the
gates, snipers on the roof and the army. | think he was there to present some of the
kids with their Duke of Edinburgh awards. | never did the Duke of Edinburgh award,
it wasn’t my thing really.

Discipline

If anyone misbehaved there was detention and if that didn’t sort you, you would be
sent to the headmistress or headmaster and they might phone your parents.

Abuse at The Royal Blind School

When | was fifteen and staying in the Hostel on a Monday night, | was raped by a boy
from the year above called who would have been sixteen or

seventeen at the time. | think he was from-and stayed all week at the school.
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57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

Some of my memories of what happened are flashbacks that didn’t come back to me
until a couple of years after, some | remember vividly from when it happened.

About 7:00 pm on [l 2002, | was sitting in the living room of the Hostel
watching the TV when [l offered me a drink. Never in his life had he offered me a
drink before, however | accepted a hot chocolate.

He sat down next to me and we were just chatting when he told me he had some
issues with his laptop. Everybody knew that | was a genius with computers back then
and | asked him what was wrong with it. He told me it had the blue screen of death
so | told him to bring it down and I'd have a look. Instead he told me to come up to his
room, so | agreed.

| went upstairs and into his room and he passed me his laptop. | booted it up and
started to muck around with it, but | wasn’t getting anywhere. As | sat there on the
floor next to his bedside table, with my back against his bed, | started to feel a bit
strange.

| shook it off and carried on, however the next thing | knew | woke up, feeling really
drowsy and not quite sure where | was. | looked round to my right and saw a clock
and at the same time | noticed that | was lying sideways over [§illl] bed. His face
was in my face and | heard him say “I love you” before | passed out again. | can still
see his big brown glasses in my face.

| came to again and the first thing | noticed was the smell of jiiedlll breath. It smelt of
really bad acid reflux. Then | realised that|[jiilwas inside me and | passed out again.

| came to again as he was pulling himself off me and | realised that both his trousers
and my trousers were down. | came to a bit more and turned round and, although |
wasn'’t quite sure what had been going on, | said “What the fuck are you doing?”.

| was confused and dazed and panicked and put his hand round my throat and

said “It's alright, you’re alright”. | pushed him off and he fell back and | pulled my
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64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

trousers up. | can still remember | was wearing a green athletics top and tracksuit
trousers.

| staggered to the door and he went to pull me back, but | pushed him away and
managed to get the door open and go into my room, which was next door.
followed me, constantly asking if | was alright. Panicking. He tried to stop me shutting
my door, but | said | was fine and managed to shut it.

It must have been about 10:30 pm by then and | lay on my bed with the door locked,
dazed and confused as to what had just happened.

The next thing | knew | looked at the clock and it was about 12:00 pm and | couldn’t
sleep so | went downstairs. There was one night staff on, Maisie | think her name was,
and she was watching the news. | made myself a coffee and sat down on the sofa
and all she asked me was “Can you not sleep”. | told her | couldn’t, without even
looking at her and she carried on doing whatever she was doing.

| don'’t really blame Maisie, | never really spoke to her much anyway, but she was care
staff and she should have noticed something was wrong. Instead she just carried on
doing what she was doing, as if nothing had happened. | was just sitting there in a
daze.

| finished my coffee and went back upstairs, feeling really numb and confused and
curled up on my bed with my clothes on. About 2:00 am | couldn’t sleep so | went and
had a shower. | must have sat in that shower, fully clothed, for around two hours.

| finally came to my senses and went back to my room, changed out of my wet clothes
and just lay on my bed, staring at the ceiling. | remember just staring at the light from
the clock alarm for hours.

About 7:00 am, one of the staff came upstairs and shouted me to get up, so | did. |
went down for breakfast, but avoided and just sat staring at my bowl of cereal.

One of the staff asked why | wasn’t eating, but | never ate in the morning anyway, so
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77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

investigations were ongoing. | stayed at home all week and phoned a few of my friends
to ask if [l was still around and found out that he was.

| couldn’t believe that he was allowed to carry on at the school and | was made to stay
at home. | felt like | had done wrong. | thought that the school maybe thought | was
making the whole thing up.

The day after it happened | asked my dad what Margaret Thompson had said on the
phone when she contacted him to make him aware of the incident. | can’t remember
the full conversation, but the bits that stick in my head are that as soon as my dad
heard he told her he wanted her to get the police. Straight away Margaret Thompson
said there was no need and that “Is this not just what kids this age do”. She never did
get the police, my dad did and that's why they were waiting at home for me.

The following week, when | went back to school, [iiiljhad been expelled. The fact it
took them a week to come to the decision to expel him beggars belief. As far as I'm
aware, the school had no inquiry into what had happened.

When | went back, | was met by Margaret Thompson and Margaret Haggart, the
transport executive, although God knows why she was there, and another lady. They
sat me down, asked me how | was feeling and told me they didn't want what had
happened to leave the school. They told me that if | needed to speak to anybody |
was to speak to them.

Obviously with the conversation my dad told me he’d had with Margaret Thompson,
that just put my guard up straight away. | knew their game, so | didn’t complain. Every
day they would ask how | was doing, but | said nothing.

Later that week, possibly Thursday, the press had got hold of the story somehow; |
can still remember the headline in |||} ] . The whole school got called into
assembly and Margaret Thompson told us all that there had been an incident, but that

we were not to speak to the press, or to our parents, it was under control. She told us
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83.

84.

85.

86.

87.

88.

that anyone who was found to have spoken to the press, or to their parents would be
dealt with and if anyone had any concerns they must speak to the school.

| lost it. | stood up in the assembly room and started shouting and | was ushered out.
| shouted “How dare you cover this up” and “Parents have a right to know” and things
along those lines. After that | was basically silenced. Margaret Thompson told me
that if | carried on | would be expelled.

| told my dad about it and to say he was annoyed would be an understatement. He
got on the phone to Margaret Thompson, however she denied the school were trying
to cover it up. My dad then wrote a letter to the board of governors, or whoever it is
that runs the school, complaining about Margaret Thompson, but he got nothing back.

After all of that, something just clicked inside me and | turned to drink and drugs. |
was smoking marijuana and | was taking cocaine to deal with it. | knew the school
were trying to sweep it all under the carpet from the minute the headmistress told my
dad there was no need to inform the police.

| was caught several times by various teachers and care staff with drink and drugs in
the school. | remember one teacher who searched my pockets and found marijuana
was called itk who | think was Head of Care, although I'm not certain of
her role. It was taken off me, but nothing was said to my parents, or to the police,
even though they threatened to do so. They were scared of the repercussions.

On one occasion when | would have been about sixteen, one of the care staff in the
Hostel found a can of lighter fluid under my bed. It was just for filling my cigarette
lighter, but | got called in to see Margaret Thompson who accused me of having it for
sniffing. | told her | had better things to do than that and when she challenged me |
showed her the ounce of marijuana | had in my pocket. That was the second time |
had been caught with drugs, but even then nothing was said to my parents.

My dad was only actually called in one time, although | can’t remember what it was

about, something to do with my behaviour. | was walking past the grand stairs when

15












DocusSign Envelope ID: SAEE1F37-D575-4D55-B58D-09D6724B166D

107.

108.

109.

110.

111.

I | v ou'd get in fights just to feel pain and | was arrested a

couple of time, although | was never charged. Eventually it progressed to cutting
myself.

My self-confidence has been lacking ever since too, but all that has been something
I've learned to live with. As soon as | found out we were having my wee boy || Il
I've not self-harmed. Something just clicked in my head and | stopped.

| can’t stand the smell of condoms, they are a massive trigger for me. Although at first
everything that happened to me was grainy, after a while | started having flashbacks.
At first | couldn’t remember everything that happened and | didn’t really understand
what had gone on. My mind sort of closed off for a bit. After a while | started getting
flashbacks, smelling his breath, hearing him say “I love you”, seeing his mole-covered
face with his dark glasses and that went on for a few years.

For about a week before every | illcomes round and for about a week after |
can’t stop thinking about what happened. It's still there and it's not easy to deal with,
but | just try and get on with life.

Treatment/support

Other than speaking to the psychiatrists at Cornhill Hospital, I've never had any
treatment or support. | don’t see how it could help.

Police Investigation

| was informed by the police [l a few weeks after (SN 2ssav'ted me,

that he had been charged. | knew that by that time my friend NI had also
given a statement about a few incidents whereby had indecently assaulted him.
| wasn’t aware of them at the time, G\l hadn’t said anything, it was only after | gave
my statement that [gilij told me.
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112.

113.

114.

115.

116.

117.

I onths later [l and | were called to testify at a trial against [l at court in
Edinburgh. It was a scary experience giving evidence, even though the court staff
were fantastic. | was asked before | gave evidence if | wanted a screen so that |
couldn’t see [l but | refused. | wanted him to look at me while | gave evidence.
As it was, | couldn’t see him much anyway, he was just a figure, because | kept my
eyes on the judge and the prosecution.

was found guilty, however the Scottish justice system let me down. | remember
it like it was yesterday. The judge at the trial told [jiil] that he was considering a
prison sentence, however when the court came back it was a different judge and he
was much more lenient. [Jillljwas put on the sex offenders register for ten years and
told he wasn'’t allowed to be in the vicinity of any children and that was it.

| think the police had taken me seriously enough, | don’t think they could have done
any more or any less and | can't really fault their investigation. The punishment [l
got at court though was deflating.

Records

I've never thought about trying to get my records from the school. | thought they would
only be kept for about five years so | don’t know if there would be anything anyway.

Lessons to be Learned/Hopes for the Inquiry

Clearly the school were just wanting to sweep the whole incident completely under the
carpet and keep it hushed up. Clearly the school were scared of damaging their
reputation. Scared of losing their council funding. I'm sure that as soon as parents
found out about what happened they would have dragged their kids out and the school
would lose funding.

I've since found out through word of mouth that the school was in mountains of debt
at the time of the incident. | did a bit more digging online and found that at the time

the school was something like £16.9 million in debt.
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124.

125.

About three or four years ago | found [N on ‘Facebook’ so | rang him up.
When | did he actually admitted what he’d done and apologised and | think that was a
bit of a turning point for me. | think hearing him say the words maybe gave me some
sort of closure.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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