Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

FLD

Support person present; No

My full name is [l My name at birth was [l My date of birth is

I 1 968. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| was born in Dundee. My mother was ||| 2"¢ my dad was

| had two older brothers and an older sister, and two younger brothers. The oldest was

B < it was [ oy sister, me, =2 There was a

year between us all.

| stayed in the family home with my family when | was born. My mother worked in a

jute mill and my father was unemployed.
We were still living together as a family when my younger brothers came along.

A lorry came through our house one day and we had to find somewhere else to live
so we moved in with my aunty. I'm led to believe that six of us kids shared a room and
a bed.

Life was horrible at home. The father was jailed for fraud. My mother had a lot of us to

deal with. | was quite cheeky and she used to hit me across the head quite a lot.
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When | was about four or five years old, | was put into a shelter in Dundee with my
brother [} 't was just for a little while to give my mum relief. | don’t have any

memories of the place or remember where it was.

We left the Dundee shelter and went back to stay with our mother. Shortly after being
home, my mother caught me and my sister touching each other inappropriately. When
she asked us about it, it came out that our father had been sexually abusing us.

| remember the abuse and my father putting his penis in my mouth. There was a police
investigation and he admitted that he'd been abusing us and he was jailed for two
years for it.

Later in life | found out that ||| il vas not my real father. I never found out
who my biological father was.

The mother then abandoned all five of us siblings in Dundee, except |} who
stayed with her. The social work department had to find placements for five of us.
I = | were kept together but separated from the others.

Everything happened in a short space of time. | remember I'd started primary school

by then as well, but don't remember where.

Foster care — Mr and Nrs [SSalaSlll Dundee

Il 2c | were put in a short term foster placement with foster parents called Mr
and Mrs who lived in Dundee. | think | was about five years old at the time.

I remember their house was full of other kids. There were about half a dozen other
foster kids, but | don’t remember their names or ages.
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All | remember about the [ Was that they didn't want us there and Mr
FoC was a nasty man who used to beat me and |||l

| was a bed wetter so used to wet the bed. Mr sl would hit me across the head
for that. It was only Mr (S who hit me.

| don’t remember the first names of the [{Eaabai Put looking back, | seem to
remember Mr iSSlI 2s being a black man, but | don't know if that is right.

We were only at the house for two or three months and we didn't have
contact with our family during that time.

It says in my records that the [t Wanted us out of their house because they
were going on holiday. The social workers had to find another placement for us.

I remember me and [l being put in a car by a social worker and driven away
somewhere. We were told that we were going on a trip.

I don’t know who the social worker was who took us. | know that | later had social
workers from Dundee called Dr Stephens or James Dunmore, so it may have been
them, but | don't know.

We were taken to a shelter in Aberdeen. | don’t know where the rest of my siblings
went.

Shelter in Aberdeen

| remember arriving at a big house in Aberdeen and being told that | would be staying
there. | was about five years old and | wanted my mum.

| don’t remember much about Aberdeen. But | remember going to primary school.
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By the time | had arrived at Aberdeen, my ears were always ringing and had discharge
coming out from them. That was from the foster parent, Mr [[SIIRhitting me across
the head all the time and my own mum used to hit me as well.

We were only in Aberdeen for about a month. | didn't have any contact with the rest of
my family during that time. Then we were taken by social workers to Quarriers. Nothing
was explained to us, but we were told that we were going to see our family, which |

was excited about because | was quite a mummy’s boy.

We weren't taken to see our family. We were taken to Quarrier’s Village.

Quarrier’s Village, Bridge of Weir

| was about five years old when | went to Quarriers with [l My other two
brothers and sister joined us about a month later, if | remember rightly.

When | arrived at Quarriers, | remember thinking it was lovely. There were big houses
with big gardens, and loads of kids running about.

There were three parts to Quarriers. When you came from Bridge of Weir, the first part
was cottages, then the main bit was down the hill and to the right. There was a long
road with the main office on one side, which is where you would go when you first went
there. There was also the social work place in the middle bit. There were two cottages
and the draper place, shop and laundry. Behind that, there were green houses.

As you came into Quarriers, There was a long main road with cottages on either side.
At the end of that road was a big hall called Summerville Hall and that was where the
Boys Brigade was held. Half way along the main road, before you got to the end, there
was a left turn going down a hill and there were cottages on either side of that hill too.
Then at the bottom of the hill, the church was right the front, the school was to the right
and there were more cottages to the left.
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Then there was a big bridge, which was open at the time for cars to go over. Then
there were more cottages. It went round in a big circle.

Dr Minto was in charge of Quarriers, but you hardly ever saw him. The second in
charge was the superintendent who was called Joe Mortimer. They both lived in
Quarriers and worked at the office. They never had any day to day contact with the
kids.

When we first arrived, we were taken into a big massive house next to the church. |
remember seeing the big bell tower on the church and thinking, wow, because it was
huge.

| remember being in four different cottages while | was in Quarriers.

Quarriers Village - Cottage 21

B 2¢ me were taken to cottage 21. It was a huge house. When you went in
through the front door, there was a big living room and a big kitchen at the back. On
the other side of the kitchen, there was a huge shed with the backdoor to the house.
The shed was used to keep shoes and hang coats if you were coming in and out of
the back door.

The bedrooms and bathroom were upstairs in the cottage. The house parent had her
own room. Then there was a girls’ dormitory and a boys’ dormitory. My dorm had three

bunkbeds in it, maybe even more, so it was quite a tight fit.

| never had my own bed in cottage 21 and always shared a bed while | was there. |

shared with a boy called

There was the only house parent, but she had a house aunty to help her. The majority
of the time it was both of them there, but sometimes the house parent would be off,
and then the house aunty would be in charge. | don’t remember their names.
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There were a lot of kids in the house. | remember the [} who were from a
traveling family and had been put into care. There was ||| | IR who was an

older girl and her brother, who was about my age.

Daily routine

el s sister, | was always up first in the house. She was a teenager, maybe
thirteen years old. She would wake me and up before anybody else got up. This
was because we were bed wetters so she would get us up and help us to get washed
in the bathroom. | think she was already in a routine of doing this with asillbefore |
got there.

Then | would get myself ready for school. | wore a uniform for school, which was
shorts. | wore shorts all year round, even when | was wearing normal clothes. | was

always in shorts and a t-shirt. | would have a jumper in the winter as well.

Then it was downstairs for breakfast, which was in the kitchen. We all sat around a

huge dining table, which held fourteen to twenty kids.

Then we would go to school which was within Quarrier’s grounds. The older kids would
walk me to school and drop me off on their way to school.

| remember having horrible, warm milk in school which all the kids had to have. | think
we also had lunch at school, but | don’t remember. When we got a bit older, we always

went home for lunch, but that was after cottage 21.

After school, we went straight back to the cottage. We went in the back door, and took
our shoes and coats off in the shed before going in the house.
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Il a'so used to always wash me and in the mornings because we would
always wet the bed. She could just wash us in the sinks and give us a wipe down
because they were so big and we were wee.

Leisure time

When we played indoors, we just had old fashioned toys, but | don't really remember
what they would have been in cottage 21 because | was so young. They weren't fancy
toys. We might have had reading books but | don’t really remember.

Trips / Holidays

| can’t remember any holidays in cottage 21.

Birthdays and Christmas

| don’t remember having a birthday at all in Quarriers.

| remember getting a Christmas dinner at Christmas. We also had a tree in the cottage
and you would get one small present. You would say what you wanted to your house
mother, and they would get you it. It would be wrapped up and put under the tree for

Christmas day. | was young so | would ask for a car and got a car.

| think they got the toys from the big toy store in Quarriers. | think these were toys that

were donated.
Visits

I didn’t have any contact with my mum in cottage 21. | also don’t remember any visits
from social workers or anyone else while | was in cottage 21.
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Healthcare

I don’t remember getting any routine check-ups, but you would be sent to the matron
in the Quarriers hospital if you were really ill.

I had a lot of problems with my ears. | was sent to the matron, and then referred to Ear
Nose and Throat unit In Greenock. | was admitted there twice. One time | had to get
my tonsils out, and another time | had discharge and blood coming out because | had

perforated ear drums.

| had problems with my ears from a very young age. | was getting hit by mum when |
was little as well so that could have started it, and then | was also getting hit over the
head in Quarriers. Nobody at Quarriers or at hospital asked me if anything happened
to cause damage to my ears.

Religious instruction

We had to go to church every Sunday, and it was Church of Scotland. | was from a

Protestant family.

There was no choice about whether we went; we had to go. We sat in our own
cottages, all together in one row.

I remember there was an epilepsy cottage in Quarriers and they came to church on a
Sunday too. They wore these big things on their heads. | remember seeing one of the

kids having a fit in church. It was scary the first time | saw it.

The only other religious thing depended on what cottage you were in and how religious

the house parent was. We didn't have any other religious things in cottage 21.
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Abuse in cottage 21

| got the odd slap in cottage 21 but it wasn't as bad as other cottages. | would get a
slap from the house parent for being cheeky. The main thing | got hit for was wetting
the bed.

If | was a bad boy, I'd be made to stand in the corner or stand in the shed.
Bed wetting

Me and were both bed wetters and we wet the bed every night. -would take
the sheets off our bed in the morning and take them away to wash. She would also
clean us up by giving us a wash in the big sinks. | don't know if that's because the
house mother made her do these things to help.

The house mother would give me a slap across the ear for wetting the bed. | remember
my ear bleeding when | was in cottage 21. | don’t know if that was from getting slapped
for wetting the bed.

Leaving cottage 21

Cottage 21 was relaxed and the house parent was ok. | did get a slap when | was
naughty or wet the bed, but it was a good cottage compared to later ones | was in.

It wasn't a bad cottage, and | think that was because [JJjjjjlooked after us. | was so
young and could go out and play, so it was quite relaxed for me. There wasn’t any
affection though.

My sister and two other brothers arrived at Quarriers, and were put in a different

cottage. | met them when | was out at school or something. Nobody told me they were
coming or took me to meet them. | was glad when | saw them.
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Trips and holidays

During my time at Quarriers, | went on holiday to Turnberry. There were wee holiday
huts there owned by some rich man and Quarriers kids would go for a break there. He
had built a swimming pool for the kids there as well.

The whole cottage would go and a few other cottages would go as well.
Leaving cottage 34

| can't remember how long | was in cottage 34 with Jean Chapman. It must have been
between three and four years. She then got to retirement age and was retiring. All of
the children in the cottage were distraught, including me. She was more of a mother
to me than my own mother was.

I think all the kids from the cottage were put into cottage 42. That was for a very short
time, and | don't remember who was in charge there. Then from there, the kids were
all moved somewhere else.

| was put to cottage 43 with my sister and my brother, |||z

Cottage 43 — Mr and Mrs RN

| was about eleven years old when | moved to cottage 43 with my brother and sister.

aLo was also there.
Mr and Mrs [ were in charge of cottage 43. They were older and quite strict.

She was a dumpy wee woman. They had two of their own daughters, who stayed in
the cottage as well. | don't remember any of their names.
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The R /anted the kids in the cottage to call them mum and dad but | didn’t
want to because they weren't my mum and dad. | had become a bit rebellious and
refused to call them it.

The routine was similar as the other cottages, but we didn’t get out to play as much.
The food was the same as in other cottages.

The Realll vere very religious so we still had to say prayers at mealtimes and
go to church on a Sunday.

| went to Girvan for Boys’ Brigade camp, with John Porteous, another leader and about
ten other boys. We stayed in a big house while we were away for a week.

I would have been in primary six during my time there and went to the Quarriers school.

Abuse in cottage 43

| hated my time in cottage 43. | had gone from a nice cottage where nobody hit me, to
this one where | got hit every day.

I didn't get on with my brother, || l] Ve hated each other and were always
fighting.

| was quite boisterous by this time and was quite argumentative with the house
parents. | think that was because of the way | was being treated for wetting my bed
every day.

The RN o daughters ganged up on me. They were older and | think they
were of high school age. They were punching me and hitting me. Then Mr
hit me again for fighting with his daughters.

Their kids got everything and we got nothing. We were treated like a hindrance.
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Mr GRS it me in front of other kids and in front of his wife. He would often make
me stand in the back shed, which was outside and had no door. It was freezing cold
and | was told to stand there for ages. It happened to me more than once so | was out
there wearing either pyjamas or normal clothes, depending on the time of day. | would

also be in bare feet.

| ran away one night when | was made to stand in the shed and spent the night with

John Porteous.
Bed wetting

| was still wetting the bed. Mrs SIS would give the bed wetters sweets if they
managed not to wet the bed. | never got any because | wet the bed every night.

| remember one time when | wet the bed, Mr G dragged me down the stairs
and punched me. He then put me in a cold bath. He was hitting me on the back while
| was in the bath. My back was all red.

| never felt safe in cottage 34 because | knew I'd get hit by Mr SN When | wet
the bed, which was every night. | don’t remember Mrs SMSIIRhitting me but she

probably did. | would also get the wet sheets rubbed in my face in the morning.

I'd have sores between my legs from lying in wet sheets after wetting the bed. | didn’t
get any medical help for them.

Leaving cottage 43

| was in cottage 43 for about a year. | was eventually moved because | was too
boisterous and was disrupting the other kids.

| was moved to cottage 36, where my brothers were.
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159. | was put back into Quarriers and had an outside teacher coming to teach me and two
other girls.

Foster care — Mr and Mrs

160. | was taken out of Quarriers to go and stay with foster parents at the weekends when
| was about twelve years old.

161. | stayed with an older couple in their fifties, called Mr and Mrs [fiisaaa They lived in a
nice flat |l G'asgow and didn't have any kids of their own. Mr [Eillwas
a vet and his brother [ Bllwho had lots of money.

162. This carried on for about a year but it wasn’t every weekend, but maybe every other
weekend. They would take me to see the animals at the vet and away for weekends
to their caravan in Drummmore. They had their own boat as well, which he would go
to. Mr 5l s brother had a big fancy house and we would go there for barbeques.

163. They would lavish me with gifts. It was good. Then their nephew, || I drove
me back to Quarriers in his fancy car, which | loved.

164. After a while, they started taking my sister at weekends as well, and they took us to
Drummore at the weekend.

165. When we were at the caravan, | remember my sister saying the bad man got her. |
asked her more but she never said anything. Shortly after that, the visits stopped. |
never knew why, but | think it was because something happened between my sister
and Mr Sl | can't be sure though.

166. Social work tried to get me fostered out but | always told them | didn't want to be
fostered because | just remembered always getting hit. | think Mr and Mrs [kt
wanted to foster and adopt me, but | didn’t want to because | didn’t want to leave my
sister. Also, my mum had been back in touch and was visiting by then and | didn’t want
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The abuse started from the age of about eleven, when | was in cottage 34. The majority
of it happened when | was in cottage 43 with the which was over a year.
It then carried on while | was in cottage 36 with the Valentis, until | reported it when |
was thirteen years old.

Porteous would come looking for me in his red Peugeot and tell me to get in the car
and would take me somewhere to have sex. The majority of the time it was in the
church or Summerville Hall, but it also happened in other cottages and in his office.
He had keys to everywhere in Quarriers.

He was always giving me money as well. He would say it was for our secret and not
to tell anybody. It would only be fifty pence here and there but | would use it to buy
cigarettes.

One time, | ran away from cottage 43 after | had been put in the shed by Mr
| stayed the night with John Porteous in his house, which was behind the
pets’ corner and across the road from the toy store. We had pre-planned it so | could
sleep with him. | wanted to spend the night with him instead of a quick ten minutes. |

was about eleven or twelve years old at the time.

He lived there with his wife, two boys and two girls, but when | stayed the night, it was
just me and him in the house. The kids were with his wife in the cottage where she
was doing an overnight stay as a house aunty.

We went to Girvan for Boys’ Brigade camp. There were about ten boys, John Porteous
and another leader, and we stayed in a big house. At night, Porteous would come and
get me out of bed and take me to his room, we'd have sex and then I'd go back to my
room.

One day, while we had been out, | got my leg trapped in some sort of rat trap and it

took a big chunk of skin off the back of my leg. The boys were all shouting because |
was bleeding. | was taken to hospital before going back to the cottage. | couldn’t go
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196. My mother recently told me that Isobel Valenti, the house parent, phoned and told her
what was going on. Then Dundee social workers, Jim Dunsmuir and Dr Stevens, took
me to Paisley Police Station. She also said that the two social workers came out and
told her | was telling the truth after they had spoken to me.

197. The day after meeting the social workers, | had to go and see

in his office. | went along with Isobel Valenti. When | walked into the office,
John Porteous was sitting in the waiting area, so | guessed that he would get
interviewed after me.

198. All | remember about that meeting was that | had to stand in the corner of the office
and not talk, while was shouting at me and calling me a liar. He said if |
reported it or told anyone, including my brothers and sisters, that | would be locked up.
Isobel Valenti was also in the room.

199. N o!d me that | wasn't allowed to go near Porteous, his family or his house,
and if | saw him | was to walk in a different direction. | wasn’t to have contact with him
at all. This didn't make sense because of course | was going to see him at church and
driving around.

200. | wasn't then allowed to go to school or leave the house or go and see anyone. This
carried on for about four or five months, but it felt like a lifetime to me. | did see John
Porteous within Quarriers but there was always people around.

201. Isobel Valenti handled it quite well and took on a more caring role after the abuse
came out.

202. | had to see my Quarriers social worker every day who | got on well with. It was a
confusing time because | had found out what John Porteous was doing was wrong,
but also enjoyed it. | can’t remember his name, but | got on well with him. | think
everyone was being careful around me now because | had made allegations about
Porteous.
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| believe there were paedophile rings back then, between Quarriers and Ireland, and
that there are still paedophile rings around now. | was groomed by Porteous who had
access to everything. People need to be more aware of what these people are doing.

| didn’t know that the sexual abuse was wrong. It kept happening to me. | think it would
be good to teach kids what is right and what's wrong when it comes to their bodies.

| reported my abuse and | wasn't believed. | know what my abuser did to me and he
did it to others. Kids need to be believed.

I have no objection to my withess statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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