


























































































































































































































































1 

2 

3 

The complainer was early 70s in 2023 and 

William Malley ' s a few years older than h im, six years 

older than h im, so he ' d be late 70s . 

4 MS MCMI LLAN : I think the date of birth might be at the 

5 top --

6 LADY SMITH : Can we j ust go back to the top , it should have 

7 

8 

his date of birth . Yes , he ' s a 1944 date of birth . 

That ' s right . 

9 MS MCMI LLAN : And turning to t he first page of t hat 

10 

11 

document, your Ladyship will be able to see the outcome 

of that . 

12 LADY SMITH : Yes . 

13 MS MCMILLAN : Turning then back to ' Gordon ' s ' statement , 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

carrying on from paragraph 104 , it ' s where ' Gordon ' 

begins to talk about the abuse . He says : 

' The first time was about 7 or 8 o ' clock at night 

and the Sisters were all away to the chapel . I remember 

I was in t he toilets when it happened . The l igh ts went 

out and Willie Malley grabbed me . I believed I was 

targeted by him . I was screaming during it , but there 

was no one around to hear me . 

' After it happened , I saw Sister - · I was 

in a dishevelled state and I was d i rty and she could see 

something was wrong . She said I was sme l ly . I told her 

that Willie Malley had just sexually assaulted me and 
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was responsible for the state I was in . I had his sperm 

on me . She called me a dirty boy and started hitting 

me . She thought I had been playing with myself . 

I coul dn ' t understand why she was hitting me , because 

I was the one who had been assaulted . No one ever did 

anything about that . It was just swept under t he rug . 

'The second time t here was no one around again and 

I had gone to the toilet . I was standing doing a pee 

and Wi l lie Mal l ey came in and grabbed me . I was 

screaming at the top of my voice but he knew the time 

and that the Sisters would be in church and no one would 

be around . He did the same to me on the second 

occasion . 

' After that second time , I saw a g i rl called 

Margaret Walker who was a cleaner and used to look after 

me . I told her Willie Malley had attacked me again and 

she went and spoke to one of the Sisters . I was told 

I was a bad boy and I was lying and nothing was done 

about it on that occasion either . I think all the staff 

were scared of Willie Malley because of an incident 

where he had wrestled Sister - . I couldn ' t 

understand why I was the one who was being singled o u t . 

I didn ' t know if any other boys were being sexually 

abused by Willie Malley . 

' I would actively hide from Willie Malley at school . 
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Nothing ever happe~ed to him for what he did and he left 

St Vincent ' s when ~e was 15-and-a-half . 

' The third time Willie Malley abused me was when 

I was 16 and I was back home . I t wasn ' t long after 

I had left St Vincent ' s . There was a knock at our door 

and he was there and I couldn ' t believe it was 

Willie Malley . What really shocked me was that someone 

had given h i m my address . He asked me to go for a pint 

and I said no , but my mum was tell ing me to just go . My 

mum thought he was a deaf friend from school . I was in 

a situation where I felt like I had to go , so I did and 

that was t he t hird time he abused me . 

' Willie took me away in his small , white van and fed 

me cans of Harp lager . He drove me to the moors , tried 

to take my clothes off and tried to put h is h ands on me 

again and he sexually assaulted me . He then dropped me 

back at the house afterwards . 

' When I got home my mum tol d me I was looking 

dishevelled and smelly and I told her then who 

Willie Malley was and that he was the man who had abused 

me previously at St Vincent ' s and t hat he had j ust 

abused me again . My mum erupted and got really upset . 

Willie Ma lley had driven off and I never saw him again . 

That was reported to t he police . A police officer came 

to the house and took al l the details . I never heard 
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anything more about that . 

'There was another deaf boy at St Vincent ' s who 

attacked Willie Malley . He was the same age as 

Willie Malley and he approached me once and asked me 

what had happened with Willie Malley . He took matters 

into his own hands and spoke to Willie Malley . I was 

about 9 or 10 when that happened. Sadly he has since 

passed but I remember him fondly as he helped me and was 

a good guy . 

' One of my teachers , , used to 

punish me for getting my exercises wrong . She was 

trying to explain what the word "against" meant and I 

wasn't understanding her . She then pulled my head back 

and battered it against the wall and against the table 

as an example of what it meant . She would give the same 

treatment to other children who got their work wrong as 

well . All the children were terrified of her . 

' Sister - also used to use a ruler to hit 

the children . The physical abuse always used to shock 

me because these were supposed to be Christians , 

compassionate people . This was a Sister and I j us t 

couldn ' t understand it . I just used to get so upset . 

We just l ived with fear and intimidation all the time at 

St Vincent ' s. The Sisters would actually use their 

fists on t he children . 
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'I told my mum about Sister - being cruel 

and assaulting me and my mum then approached the school . 

After that , Sister - came to tell me and told me 

what my mum had said and she t hen assaul ted me again for 

reporting her . She punched me and assaulted me and when 

I got home on the Friday, I told my mum again . My mum 

then contacted the police and reported it but nothing 

ever happened . 

'I remember being out the back of t h e p l ayground 

where there was an area I would go to do the toilet . 

One the Sisters was standing there , watching me as I did 

the toilet . She was in the loft at a window , which was 

the Sisters ' sleeping area and gave her a higher vantage 

point . They sometimes watched the kids from up there to 

try and catch the kids smoking . She stood and watched 

me peeing and I wondered why she was doing that . 

I ended up going somewhere else for privacy . 

KSH-LXM were both teachers at 

St Vincent ' s . She was a generic teacher and he was 

a woodwork techy teacher and they were both awful and 

v ery cruel . They both used to hit all the children . If 

we signed to a peer within the classroom, just lifted 

our hands to start to sign, she would hit us with this 

foot - l ong ruler . She would tell us not to sign and call 

it a no-signing classroom . The other teachers wouldn ' t 
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bother , but she used to always chastise us in the 

classroom for using sign language to one another . The 

thing is we would only be asking each other how to do 

things . 

' We used to do homework classes with - •s 

every Tuesday evening and he had this tube which was 

like the leg of the table he used to hit -- he used to 

hit the children . He would hit us in t h e back with the 

tube and it was sore, it was painful . We were all 

terrified of him . 

' I remember once when I was 14 , there were four of 

us in the class and we all refused to take part in 

an activity . We had tolerated enough of his bullying 

and collectively decided to take action . Mr !llllwent 

to hit us but the four of us turned the tables on him 

and attacked him instead . Then we all ran off and hid 

so we couldn ' t be found . I am the last one of those 

four . The other three have all since passed . 

' Later on , Sister - approached me and told 

me what she had heard we had done . I told her that it 

was correct and that we had hit Mr - back . I told 

her I was just doing it to him, what all the Sisters did 

to us . I remember I walked into my dorm after that and 

all the other deaf kids were applauding me for what we ' d 

done . It was a really good spirit and a good vibe from 
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that . 

' I was then told I was to be seen the next morning 

at 9 o ' clock and I wasn ' t getting any food that night . 

That was me and t he other three boys . I refused to go 

to the chapel as well . 

' When the four of us went down the next morning we 

were met by Sister - who was with these two big 

men . The men were teachers , Mr - and Mr Connor, 

who was the housekeeper at St Vincent ' s . They will have 

passed now . Sister - told us we were going to get 

whipped and I said that was fine , but let ' s also get the 

police to tell them about it . I also t hreatened to get 

my mum and I think they all backed down as the two men 

left and there was no whipping . I did tell 

Sister - how Mr llillllhad been bullying us and at 

that point she stopped everything and nothing happened . 

That tells you all you need to know about that 

situation . 

' By the time I was 3 , I was telling my mum about the 

way we were being treated at St Vincent ' s . I would go 

home at weekends and she was picking me up and telling 

me I was stinking and smelly . She was asking why we 

weren 't getting washed and wearing clean clothes . That 

carried on from the ages of 2, 3 , 4 and 5 . 

' When I was about 5 or 6 , I told our teacher 
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Miss Russell that the Sisters were hitting the children 

because they were wetting their beds . She just shrugged 

her shoulders . I think she felt there wasn ' t anything 

she could do about it , that she was powerless to do 

anything . 

' I went on to tell my mum that they were very cruel 

at St Vincent ' s and they were hitting me , t hey were 

h itting children that wet the bed and t hey were locking 

the toilet door at night . I told her Sister _ , 

this holy person , was hitting us . I told her I wanted 

to leave the school and I didn ' t want to go back . 

' My mum then spoke to Sister - and challenged 

her about the treatment of children . They had a big 

set-to but I don ' t know what was said . I know 

Sister 111111 told my mum that type of thing didn ' t 

happen and that it wasn ' t true . Sister 111111 denied 

I had ever been hit and said I ' d been a bad boy . 

' My mum did say she was going to come back to the 

school and check to make sure everything was okay . It 

was after that I was assaulted by Sister - and 

my mum ended up reporting that to t he police . I would 

have been about 11 or 12 then . The police did approach 

the school and Sister - told them nothing had 

happened and t hat was it, nothing else happened . I was 

never spoken to by the police . 
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' I told Sister - and Margaret Walker about 

Willie Malley sexually abusing me and nothing was done . 

As time went on , I also told my teacher about what had 

happened and she spoke to the Sisters but once again 

nothing happened . I ' m not sure which teacher that was 

but I think it could have been Miss Carsey, who will 

have passed away by now . She was elderl y but was really 

nice . She did approach the Sisters about it but nothing 

ever happened about it afterwards . 

' I also told Sister - who was my teacher as 

well but she just said it was me . 

' I told my mother about Willie Malley sexually 

abusing me as well . I remember she approached 

Sister llillll and spoke to her about that . The whole 

thing was disputed and I remember my mum asking her who 

Willie Malley was . Sister - said they would speak 

to him. We never heard anything subsequent to that . 

' I also told my mum about the incident with 

Mr - . She to ld me I had done well , because we knew 

that the Sisters were doing -- she told me I had done 

well because we knew what the Sisters were doing was 

wrong . From that time on , Mr and Mrs-

Sister - and all the other Sisters and teachers 

seemed to take a step back from me . 

' The way t hey all behaved towards me changed . They 
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were all such hypocrites . I think Sister 111111 must 

have told them to leave me alone because I had stood up 

for myself . The way they were treating 

deaf- blind children was just awful . I used to say to 

other deaf kids that they needed to go home and report 

what was happening to their mums but they were just too 

scared to do that . I told my mum everything that was 

going on . 

' When I was 15- and- a - half my mum told me that she 

thought it was about time I left the school so that ' s 

when I left St Vincent ' s . 

' My younger brother , who - deaf too , he attended 

St Vincent ' s after I had been there . I remember telling 

him to watch himself when he was there. Every day I saw 

him when he came back from school I would ask him how he 

was getting on . He always came back and told me it was 

great, that he loved it and the school was great . He 

told me the boys and girls all mixed and they had 

a great time . His experiences absolutely perplexed me 

but by then the Sisters had left and were replaced by 

teachers and the whole school had moved on . The old 

school had also been brought down and a new building and 

chapel had been built on the grounds of the old school . 

Everything was on the ground floor and a l l the 

facilities were better . My experience was very 

135 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

different to that of my brother and I was very happy for 

him .' 

' Gordon ' then goes on to talk about his life after 

care . He tells us that his family were poor and as soon 

as he left St Vincent ' s , he got a j ob picking fruit a nd 

would help to pay the bills . 

He then went o~ to get another job manufacturing 

cardboard boxes as they were an employer of deaf people . 

He went on to work in shipbuilding, but when the company 

he worked for was taken over by another company , he was 

told a t age 32 t hat he was too old to work . He tells us 

that he hasn ' t worked since because it was a l so 

a barrier to his employment . 

He applied for many jobs but a lot of places he 

applied to wouldn ' t give him a job because of his 

deafness . 

' Gordon ' goes on to tell us that he got married at 

2 1 and had two sons and a daugh ter . He also has 

a daugh ter from his second marriag e when he married 

again at 46 . 

' Gordon ' then discusses the impact of his time in 

care from paragrapt 142 . He tells us t hat h e was 

contact ed by another former pupil of St Vincent ' s 

recentl y who asked him about the abuse by Wi l lie Malley . 

He says : 
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' Willie Malley had his hands on me at the ages of 9 

and 10 , then again at the age of 16 . It still bothers 

me how he managed to find out my mum and dad ' s address , 

who gave him that address? That ' s something that lives 

with me now, 60 years on . I had managed to bury it at 

the back of my mind and then one day last year , a former 

pupi l contacted me and asked me if I had been abused by 

Willie Malley from years ago .' 

As a result of speaking to this former pupil and 

then the police , ' Gordon ' tells us now that he's been 

having flashbacks a nd he ' s been to see his GP . He tells 

us that his relationships h ave been affected and he 

would often be grumpy and quite quick-tempered . 

At paragraph 147 he says : 

' I definitely experienced anxiety wh en I was at 

school . I never felt free . There was never any sense 

of freedom . I kind of felt like I was constantly in 

a prison as we were beh ind these 15- feet high wal ls . We 

were all stuck behind these gates and couldn ' t see 

beyond them, so I felt hemmed in and that experience was 

anxiety- provoking . I a l ways described it as being at 

a prison to my mum . I always asked her to go to another 

school but I could~ ' t because there were just no other 

deaf school s for me to go to . That saddened me and 

I just had to grin and bear that period of fear at 
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St Vincent ' s School . 

' I don ' t think the education or teaching at 

St Vincent ' s was up to much at all . I would describe 

myself as stupid from the education I had t here . 

I don ' t think the teachers , particularly the Sisters 

that taught, were even qualified . I couldn ' t imagine 

Sister - having any qualifications . She was 

just so cruel to the children so that would surprise me . 

I woul d be sceptical about that being t h e case . 

' Being in St Vincent ' s and being treated the way 

myself and the other deaf children were by Sisters , who 

were meant to be t hese holy people , has definite ly 

affected my attitude towards religion . It ' s the same 

with priests . They were cruel to us as well .' 

' Gordon ' then goes on to tel l us his sisters are 

both aware of what was going on at St Vincent ' s after he 

reported the abuse . He says that his sisters would 

remember t he priest coming round with gifts like a bike 

and money for him and ' Gordon ' says that felt like 

a bri be . 

' Gordon ' goes on to tell us that he now has a deaf 

grandson and his daughter is paranoid about her son 

having the same experience ' Gordon ' did . He ' s tried to 

reassure her t hat things are not like t hey once were . 

From paragraph 161 he tells us about his hopes for 
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the Inquiry . He says : 

'There was so much cruelty at St Vincent ' s and none 

of us children could understand that . These Sisters 

were supposed to be holy and caring but they were so 

cruel . I don't think that's particular to St Vincent's 

Deaf School though , I think it ' s quite common with other 

institutions that are run by the Catholic Church as 

well . I would say that for me the schooling at 

St Vincent ' s was a period of suffering. I would say 

that applied to all deaf children of my generation . We 

all suffered and we were all terrified, which is why 

I feel I need to speak out . I don ' t want t hose 

individuals to get off with what they did scot-free . 

That said , I think Sister - might be the only 

one who ' s still alive . The priest , Fat her Gavigan , 

might also be alive . 

' I would like to see charges brought against the 

people who are responsible and improvements to the 

system. I would also like to see Willie Malley served 

justice . I still have all these childhood memories of 

the treatment from the Sisters and Willie Malley at 

St Vincent ' s School . ' 

23 LADY SMITH : Of course this statement was signed in 2022 . 

24 

25 

The conviction -- or not the conviction, the examination 

of facts and fi nd ing , that on a balance of probabilities 
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2 MS MCMILLAN : Yes , my Lady, that is correct , so this 
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statement was give~ prior to the examination of facts : 

' I would like to see 

So he then goes on : 

' They need to stop the cruelty, the beatings , being 

forced to eat food , the punishments dished out by people 

who were meant to be looking after us and the sexual 

abuse. I was challenging the Sisters and te lling them 

they are treating us cruelly then telling my mum about 

Sisters and why I didn ' t want to go to school . But the 

Sisters then beat me because my mum had challenged them 

after what I told my mum. Things like that have to 

stop . I never understood why I was being beaten, why 

were other kids being beaten? That continued daily and 

that still lives with me today . 

' There was no communication support at all . The 

deaf children never knew what was being said . We never 

knew what to do or how to behave . We basically never 

had a clue what was going on .' 

And ' Gordon ' says that he has no objection to his 

witness statement being published as part of the 

evidence to the Inquiry and he believes the facts stated 

in his statement are true . 

And it is signed, as your Ladyship pointed out , it 
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was in June 2022 . 

In addition to that , my Lady, at reference 

WIT-1-000001638 , your Ladyship will note that this was 

a declaration that accompanies ' Gordon ' s ' statement 

indicating that the statement was provided to the 

Inquiry with the aesistance of a British Sign Language 

interpreter , who i~terpreted his statement for him on 

14 June , when it was signed . 

9 LADY SMITH : Thank you very much . Thank you . 

10 I think we should break there for the afternoon 

11 break and then on to more read-ins after that , yes? 

12 Thank you . 

13 (2 . 56 pm) 

14 (A short break) 

15 (3 . 08 pm) 

16 LADY SMITH: Ms Innes , what ' s next? 

17 'Anthony' (read) 

18 MS INNES : The next statement is from an applicant who is 

19 

20 

anonymous and will be known as ' Anthony '. The reference 

for ' Anthony ' s ' statement is WIT-1-000001560 . 

21 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MS INNES : ' Anthony ' was born in 1960 . In his statement , he 

says that he went to St Vincent ' s School when we was 

3 years old in 1962 and left , when he was 12 , in 1972 . 

' Anthony ' lived with his mother and father and five 
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siblings before going into care . 

Beginning at paragraph 3 , he says : 

' I don ' t have many memories of fami ly l i fe before 

I went to St Vince~t • s at the age of 3 . I wasn ' t born 

deaf . Initially my mum was told I was fine but after 

a year to a year- and- a - half the diagnosis confirmed that 

I was deaf . 

' At the time my mum and dad were deciding which 

schoo l woul d be best for me , my mum happened to meet 

a nun from St Vincent ' s who told her about the school . 

My mum and dad took me for a v i sit . I don ' t remember 

i t , but I know they took me . There was a primary school 

very close to our family home and it would have been 

easy to go there , but my parents thought that 

St Vincent ' s would be the best education for me . 

I attended St Vincent ' s School between 1963 and 1972 

from the age of 3 to 12 . 

' St Vi ncent ' s school was a Roman Cath o l ic 

co- educational residential school for t h e deaf , blind 

and deaf- blind in Glasgow . It was an old , brown 

sandstone building , l inked to a more modern part of the 

school built in the late 1960s , early 1970s . It was run 

by the Daughters of Charity , but we just called them the 

nuns . 

' The school was for children from the age of 3 up to 
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16 or 17 . There were also non- res i dential day pupils 

who attended . I would say there was a 50/50 split 

between residenti al and non- residential pupils . 

I coul dn ' t say exactly how many children were in the 

school , but I wouldn ' t be surprised if it were 150 to 

200 . 

' One concern I have in speaking to t h e I nquiry i s 

that I don ' t have many memories on my time at 

St Vi ncent ' s at a ll . I remember a coupl e of specific 

events but not muct before or after them. I have also 

been told various thi ngs by other former pupi ls . I have 

a few photographs of me whi l e I was at school . Other 

people may use photographs and things like that to help 

their memories come back to them . I don ' t f i nd that 

happens for me . I just don ' t retain the information . 

' My earli est memory of St Vincent ' s is of a spec i al 

celebration day for St Mary . I think that it happened 

in May each year . We wore special outfits and someone 

carried a crown which was placed on the head of the 

St Mary statue . I have a photograph of me in my special 

outfi t . That ' s why I remember it . I was carrying t h e 

crown and wearing a silvery blue suit . 

' I attended St Vi ncent ' s on a residential basis from 

Monday to Fri day each week . I went home at the wee ke nd 

a nd during the holidays . 
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' The staff at St Vincent ' s were a mixture of nuns 

and teachers . I would say that there were around ten 

staff on the residential side and maybe two-thirds were 

residential staff and one - third were nuns , I think . 

I couldn ' t tell you the names of many of the staff and 

the nuns changed their names from time to time. I don ' t 

know if that was a traditional thing within the Order . 

'The only names I know of from my time at t he school 

are Sister liil'IIII and Sister - - I understand t hat 

Sister - changed her name while I was there but 

I don ' t though what she changed it to . Sister liil'IIII 

was and 1111 it was Sister - -

I don ' t remember t hat , but I got that information from 

speaking to friends after I left . 

' I couldn ' t tell you what Sister - and 

Sister - were like , but I do remember people 

telling me stories about them . From what I ' ve heard , 

Sister liil'llllwas a good nun . 

' The n uns always wore their forma l habits . They had 

massive hats which went up at the sides . Their hats 

then changed to ones which were more straigh t across 

their temples and down the sides of their head . Our 

signs for the nuns mimicked the shape of their hats . 

I don ' t know where the nuns lived . I always assumed 

they lived in the school somewhere and as far as I know 

144 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

it was onl y the nu~s , not the l ay peopl e , who lived at 

the school . 

' Res i dential p~pils slept in dormitories . There 

were no individual bedrooms . The dormitories would have 

around six to eight beds in each . When you walked down 

the corri dor , there was a half wall with a half window 

on top . There were six to eight beds on one side and 

six to eight beds on the other . I can ' t remember if 

I always s l ept in the same dormitory or if i t c h anged 

over the years . 

' There were separate residential a reas for g i rls and 

boys . I t h ink we were all in the same building just 

different areas , poss ibly different floors . 

' I don ' t know if I had my own clothes from home at 

St Vincent ' s or if clothes were provided on site . I do 

have a photograph of me in a green jacke t , shirt and 

tie , so presumably there was a uniform. 

' We showered at St Vincent ' s every Sunday evening . 

I think it was just once a week . I remember there being 

a shower cubicle with curtains . Sometimes we had 

privacy, but sometimes the nuns woul d just pull the 

curtains open , presumably to check we were washing 

properly . 

' We would al l go to the dining room to eat. 

I reme mber the dining room being split with a wooden 
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partition to separate the boys and girl s . The deaf 

children mixed witt the blind children during mealtimes , 

boys with boys and g irls with girls . 

' I have a feeling that we had to line up to be 

served and we would take our food back to our tables on 

a tray . Some of tte blind kids were partially s i ghted . 

Others were assisted by staff . I ' ve heard stories t hat 

some of the deaf kids would mock the blind kids . They 

would put their unwanted food on the blind kids ' plates . 

I don ' t remember ttat happening but I ' ve been told it 

did . 

' I have no memory of what the food was like or of 

kids ever being force-fed . At home , my family were 

decidedly working class so you ate what you were given . 

I think it was like for most of us at St Vincent ' s . 

' I don ' t recall what we did during l eisure time . 

I assume there was a TV and I know from visiting the 

schoo l after I left there was a big playground outside 

a nd two red ash football pitches . 

' I don ' t remember much about the standard of 

education at St Vircent ' s . Other former pupils 

I ' ve spoken to have said that there were some good 

teachers and some bad . Some they praise , others they 

don ' t . I don ' t think children who went to St Vincent ' s 

achieved much i n tte way of exam success . 
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' My mother tol d me that I didn ' t s i gn at all before 

going to St Vincent ' s . She said I tried to speak . 

There was a machine you could use to learn how to speak . 

There were other deaf kids I knew and we a ll shared this 

machine . I also used to wear body-worn hearing aids . 

' We were never really taught s ign language at 

St Vincent ' s . You just kind of picked i t up from other 

kids . I ' m not sure the teachers knew or used much sign 

l a nguage and t here was no specific signing teacher . 

A lot of the teachers for the deaf were not good signers 

a nd were not qualified t o sign . There were five schools 

for the deaf back then , all of which woul d h ave h ad 

their own variatio~ of sign language . All five schools 

have now closed . 

'I'm not sure t ow healthcare was dealt with overal l 

and I don ' t remember anything about dentistry . There 

was an audiologist who came to the school from time to 

time to check and irrigate our ears . 

' My mum and dad were Catholic and I believe all the 

children who went to St Vincent ' s were Catholic . We 

used to go to Mass at school . From what I ' ve been told, 

there was an e mphasis o n religion , as you would expect, 

but i t became less and less over time . 

'I think most kids at St Vincent ' s were frightened 

of the nuns and teachers . I was a good boy . I tried to 
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stay out of mischief and I did as I was asked, so I was 

never in trouble . That wasn ' t the case for everyone . 

I did witness nuns and teachers use physical punishment . 

' Mr - was someone I had seen at St Vincent ' s . 

I don ' t know if he was a housefather , a volunteer or 

a non-religious worker . He used to come into t he school 

in the evenings . He married a woman who was 

a residential worker at St Vincent ' s . She worked under 

a lady called Margaret Walker . Margaret was 

a housemother . 

' When I was around 11, we went on a trip to 

Rowardennan Youth Hos tel . I don't know if we were away 

for the week or just a weekend. We slept in 

an open-plan dormitory with bunk beds . I was in a top 

bunk . 

' During the night , I felt someone putting their hand 

under my cover and touching me down there . It was dark , 

but straightaway, I saw it was a man with a beard and 

I recognised him as Mr liflll. I can vocalise when 

I want to, so I screamed loudly and pushed him away . 

After that , I remember tucking my sheets around me very 

tightly and I didn ' t sleep the rest of the night because 

I was so scared . The next morning, Mr - came to me 

and I remember him telling me that I must have had a bad 

dream . At the time , I was a bit confused at him telling 
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me I had had a bad dream, but it wasn ' t a dream . 

I don ' t know if anything more happened during that night 

before or after I woke up . It is possible I blanked 

certain things from my memory . 

' Ever since then I always tuck my sheets in under my 

body-weight around my bottom and my legs because of what 

happened . As soon as someone touches me , when 

I ' m asleep , I ' m immediately awake and instantly alert . 

I didn ' t hear or see of Mr - doing anything to any 

other child but I didn ' t discuss what had happened to me 

with anyone . 

' Mr - was a teacher at St Vincent ' s . 

I remember he always used to wear a jacket when I was in 

his class . He targeted a boy in the class . I was 

around 11 at the time . So [this boy] would have been 

around 13 or 14 . I witnessed Mr - remove a belt 

from his jacket . He told him to place his hands on 

a table . Mr - drew the belt back over his 

shoulder and hit him on the hands with it . I don ' t know 

if it was a belt for corporal punishment or if it was 

a trouser belt and I can ' t remember how many times the 

boy was hit . I also can ' t recall what led up to it, if 

he had done something or not . 

' I only witnessed Mr - behave in that way 

once, but I've heard from other former pupils t hat it 
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happened more than once and not just to that boy . Some 

children from St Vincent ' s ended up with mental health 

problems later in life . 

'I used to work with a company who supported deaf 

adults with mental health conditions . The boy 

I ' ve mentioned was one of the service users at the unit 

I worked in . I remember a period when his health 

deteriorated and he was transferred to a hospital . 

I visited him at the hospital . He was very ill and it 

was very sad . There was a newly qual ified BSL (British 

Sign Language) interpreter there when I visited . 

I should point out that there are different variations 

of BSL . For example , there were signs specific to those 

who went to St Vi ncent ' s . There were also 

Roman Catholic signs and Prot estant signs . The 

interpreter present was not familiar with the 

St Vincent ' s signing tradition . 

' During my visit , others wh o were present were 

asking him questions . They kept talking to him about 

keep-fit . People are given sign names which usually 

relate to an aspect of their appearance or personality . 

The sign for fitness and the sign that we used at 

St Vincent ' s for Mr - were the same . So they 

thought that he was signing fitness , but he was actually 

signing over and over again about Mr-· 
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' I had to point it out and explain that he came from 

the St Vincent ' s signing tradition . Unless the 

interpreter was from the same signing tradition , he 

wouldn ' t have known . I find it very sad that for months 

he had been repeating "- bad" over and over 

again and it hadn ' t been picked up on . 

' I also witnessed another incident involving a nun 

and a pupil . I don ' t know the name of the nun involved . 

' I remember seeing this pupil standing in front of 

the lockers in the school . One of the nuns asked him to 

put his hands out in front of him . She then hit him two 

or three times across the hands with a wooden coat 

hanger . The nun hitting him was getting angry because 

he wasn ' t reacting. She told him to take his trousers , 

not pants , down and she hit him on the thigh with her 

hand . He started crying and this seemed to satisfy the 

nun . 

' I would have been about 11- and- a - half or 12 when 

this happened , so he would have been about 13 . He was 

an adolescent boy and he was told to take his trousers 

down in front of everyone , including girls . The girls 

and boys both had lockers in that area , just in two 

different sections . 

' I have no idea what he had done to warrant this and 

I can ' t describe the nun . I think she was part of the 
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residential team, but I can ' t be sure . 

' On a Sunday evening when I came back from my 

parents ' house , everyone went for a shower . After t h e 

shower , we were a l l lined up naked . The nuns would s l ap 

any boy they deemed to be dirty and demand they got back 

i n the shower . I always remember this because while we 

were l ined up , the nuns wou l d use a stee l n i t comb on us 

and drag it througt our hair . Once I remember seeing 

b l ood coming from the top of t h e boy ' s h ead who was 

standing next to me . They were very rough . This 

happened every Sunday night and right up until I stopped 

going to t he school on a residential basis . 

' There were a lot of boys at St Vincent ' s who came 

from very different backgrounds , some poor . I was i n 

a position where I could go home every weekend but not 

everyone was in the same positi on . I a l ways tri ed to be 

a good boy at school . I was never hit b u t from what 

I saw and what I ' ve heard from others , it was not 

u n common . 

' I left St Vi ncent ' s in 1972 wh en I was 12 years 

old . Shortly before I left , I stopped t h e residential 

component of it and started to travel to the school each 

day . My mum and dad travelled with me unti l I got used 

to us ing the buses . I got two buses to school wh ich 

took around an hour- and-a-half . There was also a bl ind 
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girl who went to St Vincent ' s . Sometimes I got a lift 

to school with her and her parents . 

' Soon after I started attending as a day pupil, my 

mum and dad received some sort of advertisement for 

another school . I'm sure my mum had a sixth sense , as 

mothers do , that something wasn ' t right at St Vi ncent ' s . 

They took me to visit this school and I sat an entrance 

exam. I was offered a residential place and I believe 

that there was a f~nding arrangement made .' 

' Anthony ' then goes on to tell us about life after 

St Vi ncent ' s . He went to another school until he was 

17 . He applied for a job in when he l eft , 

but was rejected because he was deaf . 

He then went back to St Vincent ' s , aged 18 , to study 

English and arithmetic before applying to 

again . He worked there for ten years before moving into 

the care sector . 

He he l d various roles in t he care sector supporting 

deaf adults , deaf children and those with additional 

needs . 

At the time of his statement , he was working in the 

NHS . He met his wife , who is also deaf , at a deaf club . 

They have two sons 

' Anthony ' tel ls us that he only recentl y opened up 

to his family about the abuse he had suffered and notes 
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that they have been a great support . 

At paragraph 56 of his statement he says that he 

never told his parents . He felt that his children had 

a lot on t heir plate with six children . 

Moving to page 13 and paragraph 57 , he says : 

' I ' ve kept everything that happened at St Vincent ' s 

inside for 53 years . I didn ' t want to think about it , 

let alone talk about it . I don ' t know what changed 

six months ago when I told my wife . It was after t hat 

that I decided to contact the Inquiry . Since then 

I have been having flashbacks of the sexual abuse by 

Mr ... ' 

Moving on to page 14 and paragraph 60 : 

' I know you can ' t change the past , but as one of my 

sons said to me about the sexual abuse , it happened once 

and once was too much . It shouldn ' t have happened at 

all. 

' As a I try to support people 

who are having a negative mental health experience . 

I don ' t know if the same support is offered in 

residential schools . I think it is important to have 

peer role models that children can go to for support and 

advice . I think it is also important for deaf children 

to have easy access to interpreters , as teachers , even 

nowadays, are not always good signers . 

154 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

'There should be deaf awareness training for all 

staff involved witt deaf children . Bringing in more 

deaf adults to work with deaf children would make 

a difference as I think it ' s important for deaf chil dren 

to have deaf adult role models . It would be helpful for 

deaf children to see deaf adults achievi ng and to be 

abl e to speak to t t em in t heir own first language . 

' My motivation for coming forward is to tie things 

up for myself . I wanted to open up in a professiona l 

setting in the hope that something might be done about 

it and it doesn ' t tappen again . It ' s important for 

peopl e in the deaf community to know what ' s going on and 

that there ' s support there if they ask for it . I hope 

that there are more deaf people who are prepared t o come 

forward to talk about their experiences . 

'I have no objection to my witness statement being 

published as part of the evidence to the Inqu iry . 

I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are 

true .' 

And ' Anthony ' signed his statement and it ' s dated 

3 February 2025 . 

And again for reference , WIT-1 - 000001639 is 

a declaration whi ct accompanies ' Anthony ' s ' statement 

i ndicating that the statement was provided to t h e 

I nquiry with t he assistance of a British Sign Language 
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interpreter , who i~terpreted his statement . He read 

through his statement before signing it . 

3 LADY SMITH : Thank you very much . 

4 MS INNES : So I t hink we have time for another read- in . 

5 LADY SMITH : Let ' s do that . Whenever you ' re ready Ms 

6 McMillan . 

7 MS MCMI LLAN : The next read- in wil l be for another applicant 

8 

9 

who again wishes to remain anonymous and she is known as 

' Anne '. 

10 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

11 ' Anne ' (read) 

12 MS MCMI LLAN : The reference for ' Anne ' s ' statement is 

13 
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WIT-1-000001163 . 

' Anne ' was bor~ i n 1966 . In her statement , she 

talks about her experience again at St Vincent ' s and 

says in her statement that she went to St Vincent ' s when 

she was around 3 or 4 years old and left when she was 

about 10 or 1 1. 

In her stateme~t , at par agraphs 2 to 5 , she talks 

about her life before going into care . She says that 

she lived with her mother and brother . She has some 

me mories of her father and tells us that , at age 16, her 

mother told her that her father was already marr ied when 

they met . 

' Anne ' then t alks about how she e nded up at 
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St Vincent ' s and her experience there . Starting from 

paragraph 6 on page 2 she says : 

' I was born deaf and my mum couldn ' t use sign 

language. She would just make letters with her hands to 

try and explain things to me . I was put into 

a residential school for deaf and blind kids when I was 

about 3 or 4 years old and would stay there Mondays to 

Fridays . I would still come home at weekends . 

'I remember my mum going through the process of 

preparing for me to go away for school . I remember her 

knitting me cardigans to take with me because she was 

very poor and had ~o money to buy my clothes . I don ' t 

think she would have paid any fees for me to go to the 

school . 

'I was 3 or 4 years old when I was put into 

St Vincent ' s School . 

' It was a big , massive building . The doorway at the 

front was very post and fancy but to get into the 

residential part , you had to go through a gate and walk 

up to the left-hand side of the building and go up some 

stairs to a door to get in . I remember my mum holding 

my hand and taking me into the residential school and 

telling me I was going to stay there and then leaving . 

' My mum would come and collect me on a Friday from 

near Glasgow Cross , which was where the bus stopped for 
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me to get off , and she woul d give me a really big hug . 

Then we would go home for the weekend . I remember my 

mum always droppi ng me off at the side door on Sundays 

after that . We would go up the side and up some stairs 

to get in . I would take my coat off and my mum would 

say goodbye . 

' St Vincent ' s was a school for boys and girl s . Most 

of the kids were deaf and a few were deaf and blind . 

I think the age we~t up to about 15 . Boys and girls 

were kept completely separate in different parts of the 

build i ng and even played separately when we were 

outside . The onl y time we were together was for 

mealtimes . 

' Not all the kids at the school were residential . 

Some just came in to attend school and t h en went home 

every day . They wore their own shoes and c l othes , wh ich 

were much nicer than what the residential kids wore . 

They were always more confident and woul d answer back to 

the nuns , while the residential kids did as they were 

told . I never felt as confident as those other kids . 

' When you went in through the side door , you were 

faced with a brown room with lockers where you put your 

coat and bag in your own wee locker . To the left and 

right were long corridors with marbl e f l ooring . There 

were doors coming off the corridors . On the left side 
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corridor there was a door on the left which was the 

laundry room and f~rther down the corridor on the 

right-hand s i de there was a door where we d i d crafts and 

things . 

' After the craft room, you could turn right before 

the d ining room i nto another narrow corridor , which you 

could walk through to the other side of the buil ding , 

which took you to where the right-hand side corridor 

with t he marb l e f l ooring from the l ockers l ed . When you 

walked past the narrow corridor there was a dining room 

entrance on the right-hand side . The kitchen t o wash 

the d i shes was on the l eft side , not far across from the 

craft room . On the right-hand side corridor from the 

lockers there was a room which was used for prayers and 

rosaries after school . There was a set of doubl e doors 

after the dining room, which was the boys ' side a nd the 

girls were not allowed in that area . 

' The residential part where the girl s a ll s l ept was 

upstairs . We slept in dormitories . I think there were 

two but I ' m not sure . I was in a room near the end of 

the corridor . There were about six beds in the room 

that I was in and I was the youngest . 

' Where I slept there were six beds and a single 

wardrobe each . There were white wood dividers with 

frosted glass o n tte top at my side of t h e bed which did 
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not reach to the top of the ceiling so sometimes you 

could see nuns ' habits as they were walking along . 

There were no doors in between dividers . 

'There was a bathroom right at the end with a kind 

of greenish, yellowish marble inside , I think . The 

sinks were small and low. 

'There was a gate you had to walk t hrough to walk up 

to the building . Visitors would go in the posh door . 

The front door was beautiful . When you go in t he front 

door and t urn right , that area was for deaf and blind 

people . The school building was further down along from 

there . 

' The place was run by nuns and they all wore blue 

and white habits. Sister - was - of the 

school and was - · There was Sister liJIIII, 
Sister 11111 and Sister _ , who - the 

residential part of the school . 

' Some staff took activities in the evenings , like 

crafts . I remember a very tall , thin woman who did the 

laundry, whose surname began with W, but I can ' t 

remember how to spell her surname . I will refer to her 

as Miss W. There was a cleaner woman called Marianne 

who had white , greyish , curly , short hair , glasses and 

always wore a purple wrapped overall . She was always 

a grumpy woman . 
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' None of the nuns used sign language to communicate 

and we were not allowed to use sign language in school . 

We had to speak and be oral . 

' We were woken up early by a nun . We got up , had to 

make the bed perfectly with the corners all tucked in . 

We got washed and dressed into our school uniforms and 

had to stand by the bed while the nun would come and 

check that everything was perfect . If it wasn't , you 

were made to do ten Hail Marys as a punishment . 

' We went to school from 9 am until 3 pm and we 

stopped for lunch . After school , at 3 pm , we went 

downstairs into a room to do rosaries and pray with 

Sister - · After prayers , we would go to our 

dormitories to get changed out of our uniforms and into 

our normal clothes and then we would go to the dining 

room to have dinner . 

' There was an evening room where we would sit in the 

evenings to do activities like crafts and sewing . 

' On Thursdays , we had girl time and watched Top of 

the Pops and we would sign to each other during that 

time as well , because no nuns would be around . We would 

also play Miss World, when we would dress up and walk 

around like Miss World . That was a good experience . 

' Bedtime was at 7 pm . The nuns would come and check 

on us . When t hey left, the g irls would sign to each 
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other . 

' I shared a room with six girls . I remember a girl 

whose bed was on my left . She was near the window and 

was always sucking her thumb . I also remember another 

girl whose bed was on the left-hand side in the middle 

of the back wall . I remember again another girl and 

a black girl whose bed was facing opposite me . We used 

to carry on at bedtime and we would sign to each other . 

We took turns to keep an eye out to see if we could see 

a nun coming by looking through the frosted glass part 

on the corridor divider . We would sign " stop! stop ! nun 

coming" and quickly get into bed because we knew if we 

got caught we would get into trouble but at the same 

time it was funny because we never got caught . 

' There was a tall girl in the dormitory behind me 

who looked after me and made sure I was okay when 

I needed comfort after getting into trouble with the 

nuns . The older girls were nice to me I think because 

I was only tiny . This tall girl was more like a mum 

than the nuns were . 

' On a Friday, we all went to chapel . We had to say 

the prayers and weren ' t allowed to sign . The n uns would 

be standing around staring at everything we did and 

making sure we didr ' t use sign language . Even if we 

signed a little bit, we would be in big trouble . 
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' We had breakfast , lunch and dinner . The dinner 

just always looked wet and soggy and wasn ' t great . 

' You had to fi~ish what was on your plate , even if 

you d i dn ' t like it . The nuns were very strict about 

this . If we weren 't eating it , the nuns would threaten 

to h i t us or send ~s to the washing room or laundry room 

to wor k, wh ich we didn ' t want to do so we would just eat 

it . 

'If a gir l did~ ' t want to eat her food at our tabl e , 

we would whisper , signing under the table and pass her 

plate sneakily along to each other and someone else 

would eat it so that her plate woul d be cleared . There 

was a girl who would help make bread with j am and sugar 

or butter and we would pass it on under the table to t he 

girl so t hat s h e could have something to eat instead . 

[She] was like the boss of our table and would help us 

all with clearing our plates and getting our bread with 

jam and sugar . This happened a l l t he t ime . 

' I remember the bathroom being reall y big with 

a marble floor and lots of sinks . It seemed really 

dark . There was a routine we had to follow to get 

washed in the morning . The nuns came with us and 

watched . They would make sure one person had finished 

and t hen t he next person would go in and so on . 

I always knew when it was my turn . 

163 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

' Sister - always lifted my skirt to l ook at 

my pants . She would see that they were girls ' pants and 

shout at me to take them off and would give me boys ' 

pants to wear , which were too big for me . She would hit 

me with rosary beads or smack me with her hands if 

I tried to refuse . 

' We wore school uniforms during the day at school. 

The kids who weren ' t residential always seemed to look 

better dressed than the rest of us . 

' We changed into normal clothes after school . 

I don ' t remember if my clothes came from home or if the 

nuns gave them to me . I just remember the cardigans 

that my mum knitted with buttons and my shoes were my 

own from home . I only ever had a bag with my school 

books in t hem, so the clothes must have come from 

St Vincent ' s . 

' I remember Sister - making me wear boys ' 

pants that were too big for me , boys ' school shoes and 

socks to wear . I had to go to an outside mainstream 

hearing school for a while wearing these and the other 

kids would laugh at me because I looked different . 

' The teachers weren ' t nuns and they came from 

outside to teach . None of them were deaf and none of 

them used sign language and we weren ' t a l lowed to sign 

either . This made it really difficult to learn . Our 
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hands had to be by our sides at all times . 

' I remember being in a small class of about six or 

seven kids and sitting with hearing equipment and 

microphones. The teacher would hold things up to your 

throat and see if you could learn through the vibrations 

and try to teach you that way . We would reciprocate by 

feeling their throat to feel the vibrations . 

' I remember a few teachers from my time there . 

I remember Mrs Orr and Mrs lllll, who was a short , fat 

lady . Mrs Fitzpatrick took music and was a bit hard of 

hearing . 

'I remember a younger teacher as we l l , who was 

really pretty and a bit of a hippy . She helped out with 

our art and I remember sitting in front of her while she 

drew a picture on my face . I remember a young woman in 

class as well as a teacher . I think she might have been 

a teaching assistant . 

' There was a man who took PE and taught sports to 

the boys . I remember there was another man as well who 

was quite young but I don ' t think they taught the girls . 

'I remember being made to go and do hearing t ests on 

a Friday during the school day . I would be taken out of 

the classroom and along the hall to get this done . 

I wasn ' t told why and I wasn ' t told what to do . 

Sister - would be there and there was no 

165 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

communication . This was when I was about 7 or 8 years 

old . I had to go to these tests every week . Later on , 

when I was about 9 or 10 , I remember my mum being at the 

hearing test with me . Sister - explained that they 

were doing it to see if my hearing was good enough for 

me to go to a mainstream school . I remember wanting to 

do well and make Sister - happy but I was never 

able to . 

' When I was about 7 or 8 years old and still staying 

in St Vincent ' s , I was put into mainstream school to 

help me learn to speak . It was up the hill from 

St Vincent ' s . I don ' t remember what it was called . 

I remember not wanting to go and crying but 

Sister - dragged me up the hill and made me go . 

She would walk me there and pick me up after school and 

walk me back . 

' I had to talk all the time and wasn ' t allowed to 

sign at the mainstream school . It was awful . I didn ' t 

learn anything because I couldn't hear . The teachers 

didn ' t have a clue how to teach me . I had no deaf 

friends to support me . I hated it and never wanted to 

be there . It really affected my confidence . 

' I don ' t feel like I got any education while I was 

at St Vincent ' s and thought I was thick . I felt the 

same at all the schools I went to . 
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' There were swings , a roundabout and a see - saw in 

the garden that you could play on outside . The nuns 

were always watching us to make sure we weren't signing. 

We still signed to each other in a sneaky way when we 

could . 

' My mum was a Catholic and so was St Vincent ' s 

School . The nuns made us pray all the time . 

'We had to go to a prayer room at 3 pm after school 

to pray . We had to kneel down and do rosaries and 

Hail Marys and on and on . - was really strict 

in that room . My friend would sometimes faint in there 

and t he nuns would just leave her and we all had to 

carry on p raying while she just lay there . It was 

cruel . 

' Prayer was used as a punishment as well . We would 

be made to do ten Hail Marys if the nuns thought we had 

been bad . 

' We all went to chapel on a Friday morning . The 

nuns would be stood at the sides watching us all . We 

would get into trouble if we giggled or moved . We had 

to sit still and quiet , facing forward and behave . 

I never understood any of religious stuff because it all 

went over my head but we were just made to do it anyway. 

' I remember doing a pantomime at school and then we 

would all go home afterwards so I spent Christmas Day at 
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home with my family . 

' If your birthday was during the week , then you 

would just be at St Vincent ' s . No chance d i d the nuns 

do anything special for anyone ' s b i rthday . All they did 

was pray. 

' I went home at weekends so my mum never visited me 

when I was there t t rough t h e week . I don ' t remember 

anybody else visiting either . 

'I don ' t remember a medical room or anyth ing . 

I don ' t remember seeing a doctor or dentist while I was 

a t St Vincent ' s . 

' We had to make our beds perfectly, making sure it 

was smooth and square with all the corners tucked in . 

We were also made t o work i n t h e laundry or washi ng-up 

room but t hat used more -- that was used more as 

a punishmen t . 

' One girl always wet the bed . She was made to have 

a rubber s heet on t er bed with a wh ite s heet on top of 

it . If she wet the bed , she would have to take the 

white sheet off her bed so we would all know she would 

get i n troub l e wher the nun came in and saw the rubber 

sheet . The nun would then grab hold of her a nd drag her 

out of the bedroom. It wasn ' t nice . She would come 

back cryi ng and then we woul d a l l cry because s h e was 

upset . 
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'I remember wetting the bed once and having to put 

my hand up in the morning to say I had wet the bed . 

I was really panicking that I would be in trouble . The 

nun came over and went mad . 

' We got punished if the nuns thought we were 

misbehaving and that included using sign language , which 

wasn ' t allowed at all . Sometimes girls woul d sign to 

each other when they were playing outside . The nuns 

would be watching and if t hey caught anyone signing, 

they would tell you to stop and tell you that you 

weren ' t allowed to do that . The punishment was being 

made to do Hail Marys or being made to work in the 

laundry and washing-up room . 

' You had to help in the laundry room as punishment 

sometimes . It was a really dark room with lots of 

cupboards . I gave clean washing like sheets , clothes , 

towels to Miss W when she ' s on the ladder to put inside 

the cupboards . I would have to fold them and put them 

in piles . The laundry woman was okay to me . 

' One Sunday , when I was about 6 years old , my mum 

dropped me off after I had been home for the weekend . 

When my mum left, Sister - asked if I had finished 

my homework and I said no . She got really angry . She 

started shaking me and slapping my face . She damaged 

the beautiful cardigan my mum had made me , while shaking 
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me. That was the first time she was physical with me. 

' I remember my mum buying me some nice wedge shoes 

when I was about 8 or 9 years old that were like my 

mum's , but the school wouldn ' t let me wear them . After 

my mum dropped me off , Sister fflff•IP told me to take them 

off and gave me flat shoes to wear . I d idn ' t want to 

and refused so she was pull ing them off my feet as I was 

crying and struggling and I got smacked and she took 

them off my feet and gave me f l at shoes to wear . 

, Sister n;•1e would look me up and down all the time 

and f ind something wrong with me . She would say 

I hadn ' t polished my shoes and then smack me for that . 

She was an awful , cruel woman . She was really tall , big 

lady with a big face . I couldn ' t see her face properly 

because she wore t he habit and the nuns all looked the 

same , but with different builds . 

' One time in the cloakroom, there was a boy there 

and I was shocked to see him . He asked me if I would be 

his girlfriend and I was like " awwwww yeah" and he gave 

me a ring. We were just having a laugh and it was 

something different and interesting because we never saw 

the boys . Sister - came and saw and she grabbed me, 

dragged me back along -- dragged me back and along into 

a room . Once in the room she slapped me across the face 

and was shaking me and kept slapping me . She was 
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horribl e. 

' One time I was outside and was signing to a boy who 

was in the football area . Boys and girls weren ' t 

allowed to mix at all or allowed to sign . One of the 

nuns saw me and came marching straight up to me and she 

looked really angry . I was really frightened so I ran 

away from the nun into the playground and she was 

chasing me . I was trying to get away from her and ran 

into the swing and smacked my face on it . I think it 

was my friend who had been on the swing . I remember 

that hurt . 

'I remember me and my friend being sent to the 

washing-up room to wash and dry the dishes a few times 

because the nuns thought we had been naughty . My fr i end 

was washing and I was drying the dishes . 

Sister - and Sister - would watch us to make 

sure we did it perfectly and really quick . They would 

be standing, hitting us with rosary beads if they didn ' t 

think we were doing it properly or fast enough . I was 

quite small so the beads would hit me down the 

right- hand side of my face . I don ' t know if it ever 

left a mark . 

' I had another friend who was really thin and weak . 

One day, when we were in the prayer room kneeling and 

doing rosaries , she fell forward . I jumped forward to 

171 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

grab her and Sister - smacked me with the 

rosaries . I was shocked because I was just trying to 

help . I tried to help her a few t i mes but I would 

always get hit with the rosaries when I did so I learned 

that I had to just leave her when she fainted and fell 

over . The Sisters would just leave her lying on the 

floor and would carry on praying . 

' Sister - was always hitting me with 

rosaries or something for every little thing , like 

crying , not wanting to wear boys' pants and socks , or 

when she was taking me up to the mainstream school . 

Sister - would also smack me on the legs with 

a coat hanger if I hadn ' t polished my shoes properly . 

' I remember me and my two friends getti ng hit . 

I don ' t remember other girls getting hit . Th e nuns just 

never seemed to be happy with me . I never ran away 

because I was too scared to do it but I do remember 

hiding from the nuns so I wouldn ' t get hit . 

' Sister - wasn ' t very nice and her face sticks 

i n my mind . She never hit me but she wasn ' t very nice . 

For a while on Fridays , I had to go to hearing tests . 

This started when I was about 7 or 8 years old . One 

day, I was just standing outside the classroom in the 

hall waiting to be told what to do because I didn ' t know 

what was going on . The next thing I know, Sister -
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is pulling and dragging me by my ear . I remember 

feeling the pain in my head . She had her face right in 

mine and was screaming in my face . She looked really 

angry . She looked like the devil . I had no idea what 

was going on and I was shaking . It was something to do 

with the hearing test and something I should have been 

doing but I hadn ' t been told what . The communication 

was really bad . This happened every week with her 

screaming in my face . It was horrible. My mum came to 

the school for the hearing test once and Sister -

never shouted at me or hurt me in front of my mum . 

•- would stand and watch us going for our lunch 

and if anyone ran , she would scream in people ' s faces . 

She was horrible. 

' Sister - was more verbally abusive . I don ' t 

remember her hitting me , but she would always be telling 

me to do things and to do it quickly . I don't remember 

what she looked like . 

'1111, _ , - and - have ruined my 

life . 

' One day, I went home with my mum at the weekend . 

She asked me what had happened to my cardigan . I tried 

to explain but I couldn't really communicate with her . 

' School affected me so I was hiding things when 

I went home . One time my mum saw me hiding my pants and 

173 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

my mum noticed and would keep asking me why I was hiding 

things , but I couldn ' t explain . 

' I left St Vincent ' s when I was about 10 or 11 years 

old .' 

' Anne ' then talks about her life after care . She 

tells us that it was difficult at home because her 

mother and brother did not sign , but her brother would 

always try to stick up for her . 

She then went to a mainst ream school and she 

remembers a nun coming to the school once a week to 

teach her how to speak and learn English and this 

continued until she was in high school . 

They tried to lipread but that was difficult . When 

she was still at school , two girls took her to the deaf 

club . Everyone was signing there and t hen that was when 

she realised t hat she belonged somewhere . 

' Anne ' tells us that she left school before she 

turned 16 . She started on a youth training scheme and 

then she worked in a factory before she began teaching 

sign language . 

She met her husband , a hearing man , at a deaf club 

when he was learni~g sign language and she now has three 

children who all sign . 

' Anne ' then t ells us about the i mpact of her time in 

care and beginning at paragraph 92 on page 17 , she says : 
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' Not being a llowed to sign at St Vincent ' s impacted 

me in later life . It made me feel stupid . They made us 

talk instead of signi ng but talking is not my language , 

signing was my language . Whenever I tried to ta l k to 

hearing people in the outside world , they would laugh at 

me because I sounded funny and it real ly affected my 

confidence . I t affected my identity and who I was . 

I still don ' t feel comfortable using my voice because 

I think peopl e are making fun of me . I can only ta l k 

with my husband but nobody else . 

' I didn ' t learr. anything at St Vi ncent ' s because 

they d idn ' t all ow the use of sign l anguage . It made me 

feel t h ick then and I still feel it now . It affected my 

education , confider.ce , and the jobs that I was able to 

do . I still see t t e faces of the nuns and t h e l ooks on 

their faces as they screamed in my face and dragged me 

around and hit me . I tried to push it down and not 

think about i t , but that didn ' t work . I t was on my mi nd 

all t he time . I kr.ew what happened wasn ' t normal a nd 

that I needed to talk about it . I fe lt that if I told 

my story, it might stop going around in my mind forever . 

' I have a l ways felt f rightened whenever I see a nun . 

I feel my barriers go up as soon as I see one and 

freeze . They spark memories in my head and it makes me 

emotional . I find it h ard to sleep thinking about it 
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too . 

' I never told anyone about what went on at 

St Vincent ' s . It was only after watching a film about 

nuns with my husbard t hat I opened up to him a litt le 

about what went on at St Vincent's but I only told him 

little bits . Even when I have met up with my friends 

from St Vincent ' s , we don ' t talk about the abuse even to 

each other . We have just tried to move on but it is 

still there in my tead . I have always kept it to myself 

until now . This is the first time I have told anyone 

about it all . 

' About five years ago , I saw something saying t he 

deaf children who went to St Vincent's could report any 

abuse they suffered . I wrote an email but then 

I changed my mind and didn ' t send it . Two years after 

that , I thought to try again, but I wasn't ready . I t 

took me three attempts to finally be able to talk . ' 

' Anne ' then goes on at paragraph 100 : 

' Teachers and carers need to notice and care about 

children. If it seems that a child is hol ding something 

back , they need to ask questions . This can be basic 

questions like just asking the child how they are . 

' Nuns should not be looking after or teaching 

children . Childrer should be looked after and taught by 

people who are properly qualified . There should be more 
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kids because too many people lie and cheat on their CVs 

and i n interviews . 

' Deaf chi l dren are impl anted wi th hearing aids from 

a young age now so they don ' t have a choice on whether 

to wear one or not . They are then sent to mainstream 

schoo l s and have supporters and sign language teachers 

to help them . I feel that confuses them about t heir 

i dentity on whether they are a deaf person or a hearing 

person , whether they should speak or sign . I feel 

chi ldren should be left to deci de themselves whether 

they want an impl a~t or not when they are 16 years o l d . 

And says that she has no objection to her witness 

s t atement bei ng publ i s h ed as part of t he evi dence to t he 

I nquiry and believes t h e facts stated in it are true . 

And she has signed her statement and it ' s dated 

6 January 2023 . 

And the refere~ce WIT- 1 - 00000 1641 is agai n 

a declaration whict accompan ies ' Anne ' s ' statement 

i ndicating that her statement was provi ded to t h e 

I nqui ry wi th the assistance of a British Sign Language 

i n terpreter and ' A~ne ' was able to read her statement 

prior t o signing it . 

24 LADY SMITH : Thank you very much . 

25 Now, i n the course of the read- ins of statemen ts 
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1 this afternoon , we ' ve used a number of names of people 

2 whose identities are protected by my General Restriction 

3 Order and they are not to be referred to as covered in 

4 our evidence outside this room and the l ist is : 

5 Sister _ , Sister _ , Sister 1111111, 
6 Sister _ , Sister Illa, a Mr 11111, 

7 Sister _ , Mr - Mr -

8 a Mrs - and Sister - and I think that covers 

9 everybody that we ' ve mentioned . 

10 So thank you very much , and I ' ll now rise until 

11 10 o ' clock tomorrow morning when we ' ll resume evidence , 

12 thank you . 

13 (3 . 55 pm) 

14 
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25 

(The Inquiry adjourned until 10.00 am 

on Thursday , 21 August 2025) 
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