Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry
Witness Statement of

Robert TAYLOR

Support person present: Yes.

My name is Robert Geoffrey Taylor. | am known as Bob. My date of birth is ||| | |
1948. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Background

| left school in Nottingham in 1967 and went to a college that is a part of Keele
University in Staffordshire, where | studied art and drama for three years. | graduated
in 1970 with a Bachelor of Education degree.

My first job was teaching at Kingsdale Comprehensive School at Dulwich, London,
which was a secondary school. There was a shortage of teachers in London at the
time and | wasn’t teaching a particular subject, | was just pushed from pillar to post
and | didn't like it. | was also very homesick, so after a year | went back to Nottingham
and | didn’t teach again for a while. Instead, | joined Nottingham Social Services and
worked as an unqualified social worker in the children’s department there for a year or
two.

About that time, | met my first wife and in the early 1970s we moved down to
Bournemouth. | don't recall who, but somebody suggested | use my background in
art to do art therapy with children who found it difficult to settle in classrooms and |
succeeded in getting a teaching job at an independent school for children with
behaviour and learning difficulties. It was either called Grange Hall or Grange Wood
and was at Wimborne in Dorset. | worked there for a year or two and my wife also got
a job there as a care person. After leaving there, | taught at a number of schools in
the south of England.
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of seven, they would be there for four or five years because they would, in the main,

stay until they were secondary school age and not before.

I'm not sure if the children came from all over Scotland, but there were certainly boys
and girls from Glasgow, Edinburgh and the Scottish Borders. If a child had been
excluded from school because of their difficulties, an alternative had to be found for
them and their local authority would make a recommendation that they come to
Harmeny.

The daily routine for the children consisted of them getting up, getting washed and
getting breakfast in their houses before getting ready for school. There would be a
mid-morning break when they would go into the yard for a period of playtime. Then
they would be back in class until lunchtime, after which they would be allowed out to
play in the yard again, before going back to class in the afternoon.

After school they would go into their houses and attend house meetings at which they
would talk about their day and any upsets they may have had. The senior care worker
of each house would preside over that meeting. After that, they would have their tea,
again in their own houses, and then they would be allowed to go out and play or they
would be taken somewhere on a supervised activity, such as swimming.

Meals were prepared by the kitchen staff and children would eat their lunch in the
dining room, which was downstairs in the main building. Dorothy Oliphant was the
lady in charge of the kitchen staff and the food was nice. | certainly ate it. There were
no rules governing the children’s eating, certainly there was nobody standing over
them making sure they ate.

There were lots of lovely places for the children to play around the grounds of Harmeny
School. There were several playing fields where the boys could kick a football about,
and there were woods. We had sports events and sports days and some of the

children would be in the local cub scout group, the Brownies and in dance groups.

Classes were small at Harmeny. There were five classes altogether and just eight
boys and girls in each. They were taught the primary school curriculum and each
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| think, by and large, staff would have been aware what methods of discipline were
permissible. They should have been aware because we expected them to use
common sense, but there was nothing in writing and no training in methods of
discipline.

Corporal punishment was not used at Harmeny House either formally or informally. |
never used corporal punishment and | never saw it being used or heard of it being

used.

| don’t know whether any record of what disciplinary measures might have been taken
was kept. | think there should have been, but | can't remember.

Restraint at Harmeny School

There was no formal training in what was appropriate in terms of restraint and what
was not. | don't think there was a formal policy on restraint and | don’t think we ever

had meetings or sat down and talked about it either. We probably should have.

My understanding of the use of restraint was that if a child was behaving in a way that
might mean they would harm themselves, other people, or property, you would guide
them away or you would hold that child in as appropriate a manner as was possible to
prevent them doing so. That would not be roughly or dangerously. There was no
accepted practice as such as to how many staff might be involved in a restraint, or the
manner in which restraint would be used.

| should imagine staff would be expected to use their better judgement as to their use
of restraint. | think some staff were more reluctant to hold children than others and
wouldn’t get involved, but | suppose other people didn’t mind it.

| should imagine restraint was used quite often at Harmeny School. Not all the time,
but | should think it would be used more often in the houses at night, rather than in the
classrooms during the day. If there was some sort of commotion during the night, |
might get a phone call to come down and speak with a child, but not very often. |

would use restraint if children were fighting or were angry about something and start
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Abuse at Harmeny School

| don’t think there was a definition of what constituted abuse during my time at
Harmeny School. It was left up to the individual to know what was acceptable and
what wasn'’t. | do think, in hindsight, that the school might have benefitted from staff

knowing what constituted abuse and having a policy on it.

| did not see any behaviour that | considered to be abuse taking place at Harmeny
School. Some staff might have held children a bit roughly, or for too long, but | would

not say there was any systematic abuse of any sort going on.

Child protection arrangements at Harmeny School

| don’t know if staff were given any formal guidance and instruction on how children
should be treated, cared for and protected against abuse, ill-treatment or inappropriate
behaviour towards them.

Looking back, | do consider staff should have been given such guidance and that
should have been the head teacher’s responsibility, supported by the governors of the
school. That lack of guidance was probably of its time, however, rather than a failing
of the school itself.

Allegations of abuse at Harmeny School

As | recollect, while | was still working at Harmeny School, | was never the subject of

an allegation of abuse or ill-treatment of a child or children who resided there.

Investigations into abuse at Harmeny School — personal involvement

| have never been involved in any investigation by or on behalf of Harmeny School

into allegations of abuse or ill-treatment of or into inappropriate behaviour by staff or
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Also on page two of the document, there is reference to the hitting of children and the
fifth paragraph on that page states: ‘There had been clear confusion over the rules
governing hitting of children as set out in the 'Overview'. This had allowed slapping a
child, e.g. on the bottom, if this was thought to be the best way of dealing with a child
in certain exceptional circumstances; and a number of the staff said that they had done
so because they were following the example of senior staff. They felt that there should
be a complete ban on hitting children’.

The following paragraph states: ‘Staff and the Management Committee agree on this
point as Harmeny School must accept the ban on corporal punishment as laid down
in Section 48A of the Education (Scotland) Act 1980'.

| was not particularly aware that slapping a child on the bottom happened. It certainly
wasn't a recognised method of admonishment and it would have concerned me if it
had been because | have children of my own.

The next topic on the following paragraph is alcohol consumption and states: ‘Only
one incident of possible excess of alcohol was mentioned to us but many of the care
staff appear at some time to have had a drink with a 'pub lunch' before coming on duty.
The teachers had strongly proposed a complete ban on drinking in the school or before
coming on duty and the ending of the practice of having a glass of wine at the
Christmas lunch’.

| don’t know what the one incident of possible excess alcohol referred to is.

The next paragraph states: ‘We recommend a complete ban on alcohol whilst on duty
anywhere or before coming on duty or at any time when there is a possibility of coming
into contact with a pupil, prospective pupil or parent .

| left in January 199 and was not around to implement these bans.

On page three, the next subsection addresses staff organisation and management
and states: ‘There is a clear need for an examination of care staff organisation and
management.’
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Some children, | felt, should never have been there and were, in my opinion, ill-placed.

Some needed the sort of care and attention that Starley Hall could not always provide.

One boy in my class, || | | } } Bl as 2 huge boy, who was very autistic and
needed specialist one-to-one care and attention all the time. | had to sit him on his

own, away from the other children because if anybody went near him he would just
lash out at them. He wasn'’t getting the care and attention he needed and it worried

me.

There were regular social work assessment meetings for this boy, which | was asked
to attend occasionally because | was his teacher, along with his G.P. and other people.
At one meeting, [l suddenly reached out, grabbed his social worker’s hair and
smashed her head down on the table. There were no repercussions for that, except
that at any future meetings invoIving- one member of staff would sit on one side
of him and | would sit on the other and we both held an arm each.

| remember being very upset at the time, not just for the poor lady whose head was
banged off the table, but from the fact that [Jjjjfjreally shouldn’t have been at Starley
Hall. | was also concerned for the safety of the other children. We didn’'t have the
wherewithal to care for him properly, but there was no discussion with me personally
about it afterwards and he wasn’t the only one. There were three or four others and |
felt very frustrated. | did not, however, feel able to express those concerns.

Eventually, however, Liz Duff, the nurse practitioner employed at the school, accepted
that Starley Hall could not contain [Jflf s behaviour and his needs and he was moved.
He initially went to another school near Blair Drummond, which was for older children
with learning and behavioural difficulties, but he wasn’t there for long. | believe that it
was considered he was a threat to the other children and he was moved somewhere

else.

Most of the children, however, tended to stay until they were school leaving age and
quite a few were there for four or five years. One of the problems, | believe, with a
school that is totally independent and run as a business is that the motivation for
keeping a child at the school is financial. If, for instance, a child has been sent from
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there were activities available every evening for the children. There might be football
or swimming and that sort of thing.

In the cottage there were single and double rooms and in the main building the children
slept in dorms with perhaps two or three to a room. | don’t know what the
arrangements with washing and bathing were.

On the occasional Saturday that | worked, | would go in for about 10:00 am and | would
take a group out in the minibus. Again | might take them to the swimming pool at
Burntisland or to the shops. It was pretty ad hoc. Whoever was working would tell the
children what activities were being offered and they could choose what they wanted
to go to.

All the children would return to the school for a week in the summer holidays when
there were organised activities either on site or away somewhere else. One time,
along with another teacher, | took the children fishing every day down to the harbour
in Burntisland. | was never away overnight with the children and | can’t remember if
there were overnight trips anywhere.

If | was taking children out of the school for an activity, | had free rein to do what |
wanted. More often than not | would take them swimming, but | once took three
children to my house after we'd been out for the afternoon. We went round to my
house and had a glass of juice and then we had a drive around before | took them
back to the school.

As a qualified nurse, Liz Duff would deal with any health issues a child might have.
Additionally, Dr Halliday from the local health centre, used to visit the school regularly,
| think on a weekly basis. He would be given a list of the children that needed to see
him.

| think children were responsible for keeping their own rooms tidy and their beds made,

but they were not required to do any other chores. There was a team of cleaners who

would come into the classrooms and who would clean the main house.
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agree to it, however, and might kick off and there would be nothing | could do. It was
difficult.

Sometimes, some of the residents would go home for weekends and, if they had been
particularly violent or badly behaved, they might be grounded for that weekend and
not allowed to go home. Or they might not be allowed to go home until the Saturday,
instead of Friday night. That, itself, could also bring problems, so you had to be very
careful using that sort of punishment.

We had one or two children who were a part of the travelling community from Skye
and they would go home at weekends. They were very physical and aggressive and
if they were told they were not getting home, it could create even greater problems for
the people left behind at the school.

Sometimes it was very difficult. If you have three or four boys fighting with each other
in your classroom, throwing furniture around, you have to be very careful about how
you separate them. You have to watch you don’t get injured yourself or inadvertently
cause one of the children to hurt themselves.

| was quite often involved in separating children who were fighting or trying to resolve
a fracas. If it happened in the school block, the care staff would be in the staffroom,
which was near to the classrooms. If they heard a ruckus ongoing, they would come
in and help to settle the children down.

One time, we had a paging system for any emergency. Each teacher was given a
control that was like a pen and if you pressed the button on top there would be a buzz
on a control panel on the wall of the staffroom. An automated message would then
alert the care staff that assistance was needed in a particular classroom. That all fell
by the wayside after about five weeks, because the children found out where to find
the pagers and they would be walking around the school, pressing them. There were
staff running all over the place.

| don’t know whether children were segregated from other children for periods of time

as a punishment. There was no such punishment as lines or detention.
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to. | suppose | don’t know whether a child would have felt able to voice any concern
they might have had.

| don't know whether any recommendations were made following any of the
inspections, although | think there must have been because | suppose they wouldn’t
have had so many inspections if there hadn’t been.

Record keeping at Starley Hall School

Other than educational records, | was not required to keep any records. | don’t recall
having to keep a record of any time | might have disciplined a child. If | kept a child
back at breaktime, | might have said to whoever was on duty, but | didn’t think to record

or write it down anywhere.

Allegations of abuse at Starley Hall School

While | was still in employment at Starley Hall, | was never the subject of an allegation
of abuse or ill-treatment of a child or children who resided there.

Investigations into abuse at Starley Hall School — personal involvement

| was never involved in any investigation on behalf of Starley Hall into allegations of
abuse or ill-treatment of, or into, inappropriate behaviour by staff or others, towards
children.

Reports of historical abuse and civil claims at Starley Hall School

| was never involved in the handling of reports to Starley Hall by former residents,

concerning historical abuse.

Police investigations/criminal proceedings at Starley Hall School

While | was still in employment at Starley Hall, | was not aware of any police
investigation into alleged abuse at Starley Hall.
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| note that another report states that ||| Il ‘mace a compiaint on the 5t of
March 200 against Robert Taylor that he was hit by a chair in an altercation in the
classroom. The records available indicate that the complaint was recorded and
investigated internally but no action was taken as the statements indicated that the

altercation over the chair had been an attempt to defuse the situation'.

| remember the name || but | can’t picture him. This does sound highly
likely, but | do not remember this particular incident. As | have said, | was required to
separate children from each other, or from picking up bits of furniture, on quite a few
occasions. If children were fighting on the floor and they were under a desk, | might
have to move a chair or a desk to get to them in order to separate them, and quite a
few altercations involved chairs and desks. However, | certainly never purposely hit

any child with a chair or anything else.

| also do not remember an internal investigation into any incident being carried out and

| do not remember being spoken to about any incident whatsoever.

Another report states that |||l ‘mace a complaint against Robert Taylor
on 5/9/0) stating that he was a ‘paedophile’ and he ‘touches lads bottoms’. Shared
with child protection officer and staff member spoke with ||l who stated that he
was angry at the time and that what he said had ‘no substance’. No further action is
indicated from the records available'.

| remember [ He was alright, he was a tough lad from Glasgow. 1 liked
him. He was quite funny and | got on well with him. | wasn'’t his fulltime teacher
because he was one of the older boys, but he used to come to me in the afternoons

sometimes if he wanted to do some art and craft.

I had no prior knowledge of this. Nobody ever spoke to me about it.
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I s subject of another report, which states he: ‘made a complaint in
regards to Robert Taylor that he has trapped his fingers in the door and pushed his
forehead onto his. A complaint form was completed and investigated by the school.
The other staff who had witnessed the incident did not support the allegation and
I ater said that he had made it up’.

Again, | don't remember any such investigation or being spoken to about any such
complaint. | don’t know what the ‘complaint form’ referred to was. | had no idea there

was such a form.

A further report states that |||l ‘made a complaint on 30.08.0Mthat he had
been assaulted by Robert Taylor. Investigated by the school and statements taken
from staff involved. NFA is recorded however-was informed of his right to take
the complaint further if he wished to do so. The police were not involved and the
records do not indicate’. The report stops at that and does not contain any further
information.

I remember the name ||l but nothing more. 1 do not remember any such
incident or investigation and | do not remember providing a statement.

Indictment

| have been provided with a copy of an indictment against me issued by Kirkcaldy
Sheriff and Jury Court, which has been date stamped 12 Jun 201} There are five
charges libelled in the indictment.

The first charge reads: ‘On various occasions between |} 99l and |} 200l
at Starley Hall School, Aberdour Road, Burntisland, Fife you ROBERT GEOFFREY
TAYLOR did use lewd, indecent and libidinous practices and behaviour towards-
I oo Il 7985, a girl then of or over the age of 12 years and under the age
of 16 years, c/o the Police Service of Scotland, and did attempt to kiss her, place your
hands inside her clothing and touch her breasts, touch her breasts over her clothing,
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place your hand inside her clothing and touch and rub her vagina and insert your
fingers into her vagina, expose your penis to her, seize her hand and compel her to
touch and masturbate your penis; CONTRARY to the Criminal Law (Consolidation)
(Scotland) Act 1995, Section 6'.

The second charge reads: ‘On various occasions between || 2000 and | R
2008 both dates inclusive, within a motor vehicle then travelling on various roads in
Fife, | NGB <i-«caldy, Fife and elsewhere you ROBERT GEOFFREY
TAYLOR did use lewd, indecent and libidinous practices and behaviour towards
I ool 1958, c/o the Police Service of Scotland, and
did place your hand on his leg and touch and rub his leg, make sexual comments to
him, expose your erect penis, masturbate in his presence, push him on the body, hold
him down, attempt to remove his lower clothing, rub your naked erect penis against
his body, ejaculate on his body and clothing and threaten hin?'.

The third charge reads: ‘On various occasions between ||} 1990 and | R
200Q both dates inclusive at Starley Hall School, Aberdour Road, Bumtisland, Fife
you ROBERT GEOFFREY TAYLOR did use lewd, indecent and libidinous practices

and behaviour towards ||| GEGEGEGEG_ oo R 987 co the Police

Service of Scotland, and did strike his genitals with your hand and make sexual

comments to him.’

The fourth charge reads: ‘On various occasions between ||| 2000 and |
2000 both dates inclusive at Starley Hall School, Aberdour Road, Bumtisland, Fife
you ROBERT GEOFFREY TAYLOR did indecently assault ||| N o
I 1957, c/o the Police Service of Scotland, and did strike his genitals and make

sexual comments to him’.

The fifth charge reads: ‘On various occasions between ||} 7990 and | R
2000 both dates inclusive at Starley Hall School, Aberdour Road, Burmntisland, Fife

you ROBERT GEOFFREY TAYLOR did assault ||| | I o

1987, c/o the Police Service of Scotland and did kick him on the body and spit on him
to his injury’.
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My first knowledge of this was in April 2018, on a Monday, | think, when | received a
phone call from Mhairi Liddle, a detective constable from Kirkcaldy Police Station. She
told me that some serious allegations had been made against me and that she had to
talk to me about them. She said that the allegations related to offences that had
happened at Starley Hall several years before and we arranged to meet at Dalkeith
Police Station the following Thursday.

It came as a shock. It was entirely out of the blue and | told her that | couldn'’t
understand what it was that she was telling me. She told me she couldn'’t talk to me
about it over the phone and then she actually said: “to avoid arrest at home, | want to

meet you at a police station”.

Accordingly, as arranged, | went to Dalkeith Police Station at 9:15 a.m. the following
Thursday and met with Mhairi Liddle and her colleague Russell MacDonald.

| was arrested and cautioned and | wasn'’t charged straight away, but | was advised to
get a solicitor. | didn't know how to because I'd never been in a position like that
before. The police recommended Paterson Bell in Kirkcaldy and a solicitor from there,
David Farquhar, came, although he didn’t arrive until about 2:00 pm. Meantime, | had

to sit and wait in a cell in the police station.

David Farquhar then sat with me as Mhairi Liddle read out the five charges that are

listed on the indictment, although | think they were actually more detailed.

As Mhairi Liddle read the charges out, she actually became quite aggressive and at
one time David Farquhar had to ask her not to be. She leaned over the table and
started shouting in my face and | got very upset. My solicitor told her he thought she
was going a bit over the top. | was dumbfounded. Totally taken aback. | think | was

having a panic attack and | became quite ill.

She eventually charged me and | was taken through to the custody sergeant. | had to
sign an undertaking that | would not discuss the case with anybody or try and contact
the complainants. Only after | did so was | released until | was summoned to court for

a pre-hearing.
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It was an extremely upsetting and unnerving time and, of course, | had to explain to
my wife where I'd been all day. | had to tell her why | had been in the police station all
day and we shared our upset together.

After that, | had to appear at court and enter a plea. | had my solicitor by then, David
Bell, of Paterson Bell in Kirkcaldy, who was a marvellous man. He supported me all
the way through. Thereafter, | had to appear at Dunfermline Court and Kirkcaldy Court
five or six times for various diets, while it was decided where and when the trial should

take place.

Eventually, it was decided that the trial would be in front of Sheriff Williamson and a
jury at Kirkcaldy Sheriff Court on 1 July 2019.

Nineteen months had passed by that time and | didn’t actually turn up on the first day
of the court case. | became quite ill and | went through a period of what | can only
term as mental instability and | got very frightened. Without contacting my solicitor or
the court, | disappeared and | drove up to St Andrew’s and just wandered about. |
couldn’t think what to do or where to go.

Obviously by this time the police were looking for me and, later on in the afternoon, |
went to St Andrew’s Police Station. As it happened, the station was unmanned, so |
picked up the phone outside and explained who | was and that | should have appeared
at court that morning. | was told to wait there and two police officers, lovely guys,
came to St Andrew'’s police station and sat and talked to me for about an hour.

| got really upset and, on the instructions of the duty sergeant, the two officers took me
for an assessment at Whyteman’s Brae Psychiatric Hospital in Kirkcaldy. | sat and
talked to a psychiatrist there for about an hour and | think she deemed me mentally
well enough to proceed so the two officers took me to Kirkcaldy Police Station. Once
there, | was arrested and put in a cell overnight.
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| was driven to the court in the police wagon the following day and | had to face the
judge and the jury. | felt a bit wretched because | was grubby and hadn’t had a chance

to wash or change my clothes.

At court, the three charges relating to the allegations made by ||| G
were thrown out by the judge. | knew who ||| v2s. but | never had
anything to do with him and | knew nothing about him. The trial went ahead for the

other two charges relating to the allegations made by ||| 2 GG

I = = day pupil at Starley Hall. She was a slight, vulnerable girl, who didn’t
relate to any of the other children in the day unit. She used to complain about the
other children all the time and would say that they all bullied her. Occasionally, she
would come to my classroom at lunchtime to sit and draw to get away from the other
children. Sometimes, she was the only child in my room, although not always.
Sometimes there were other children there because they too didn't like being outside
with the others.

B ¢ aiso been a day pupil in my class at Starley Hall. He was an
extremely challenging boy, who was quite violent. He was a bit of a loner and didn’t

have any relationships with any of the other children.

| can’t remember the order of the witnesses who gave evidence, but |||
was interviewed first by the procurator fiscal and then by my solicitor, David Bell. He
said that | had taken him to my house in my car one lunchtime and that | had spent
some time alone in my house with him. He said that while there, | had sexually
assaulted him, before | then took him back to school.

There was a massive discrepancy in his evidence because | had never taken || | i
I (o my house and he had never actually been there.

My solicitor established that ||| | | | QNI cid not in fact know where my house
was, but that the police had taken him there. He had driven round with the police and
they had pointed out my house to him. However, the police had pointed out the wrong
house. They had taken him into the wrong street and that had been written on a
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statement, but the statement was later changed. When David Bell queried all this with

I - thc court, [l started shouting and swearing at him and the

judge adjourned the trial.

I s then interviewed in the witness box about the allegations she had made
that | had inappropriately touched her while she was alone with me in my classroom.
At the time she alleged this had happened, there would have been other teachers in

their own classrooms, or in the staffroom, which was right next to my room.

After that, the police who had been involved in the investigation were interviewed and
that was quite enlightening because they had done a lot of things wrong. I'm not
criticising the police and | don't recall exactly, but they hadn’t done some things in the
right way and my solicitor picked up on it. Two of the police officers got rather upset
and nervous as they gave evidence in court.

| hadn’t been invited to make a statement myself, but | chose to do so on the last day
of the trial. David Bell had taken me to one side and said that the members of the jury
were wanting to know things about me and told me that if | wanted to tell them | could.
| asked him to tell Sheriff Williamson that | would be only too pleased to give my side
of things and | took the witness stand and told the jury about my career and life.

| was cross examined by the procurator fiscal, but the trial didn’t last much longer and

then Sheriff Williamson sent the jury away.

| sat in the cafeteria with my wife and I'd only been there for five minutes before David
Bell told me the jury were back. | went back into the court and learned that the jury
had found me not guilty of both the charges.

Helping the Inquiry

Other than what | have already mentioned, | do not remember any instance of any

staff abusing children. | am not saying that what people have alleged did not happen,
| just did not witness anything.
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If children were abused and that abuse has gone undetected, | think that perhaps the
vehicle for complaint was not there, or perhaps the youngsters don'’t realise that there
is a vehicle for making a complaint that they can use. | wonder who you could turn to
if you are being abused by a member of staff? \Who do you tell?

It also mustn’t be forgotten that a lot of these young people had come from abusive
backgrounds. They might go home and tell their mother or their father that a teacher
had done something to them and they might well get a response that they must have
asked for it.

| also think people who work in residential special schools need to consider how long
they work there. | know people who have been there for thirty years and | believe

there is a danger of becoming institutionalised. It affects you.

There should be more safeguards in place to protect children and staff. | don’t think
any member of staff should be left on their own with any child. | think there should be
more written policies on safeguards and recording of incidents in schools, so that a
member of staff can walk into a staffroom, pick one up and read it.

Every member of staff should have a supportive line manager. One of the things |
discovered at Beath High School after leaving Starley Hall was how much support
there is in mainstream schools. | had three line managers at Beath High School,
everybody had. There were policy books lying on the table in the staffroom and there
was support and supervision once a week from your line manager.

While | was at Beath High School, | looked after the Behaviour Unit, where there were
children who, under other circumstances, may have ended up somewhere like Starley
Hall. However, local authorities now are not so keen on spending such massive
amounts of money as they were when | was at Starley Hall. Starley Hall is a business
and | believe motives get lost when money is a concern. Perhaps such schools should

be state run.
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361.

362.

Other information

I have found the whole process of my involvement firstly with the police and then more
recently with the memories stirred up following my involvement with the Inquiry to be
very stressful. However, | appreciate the importance of the work of the Inquiry and |
admire how it is being conducted.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Signed. .|
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