Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

Support person present: BSL interpreters present

My full name is |G VY date of birth is || 1°70. vy

contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Early life

t was born in | lllHospital and lived in || ln G'asgow with my family. My

father's name was ||| N 2nd my mother was | ' didn't

have any siblings. My mother had worked as a supervisor cleaner. My family moved
to il when | was about twelve years old because my dad got a job working in

My parents loved me as a child and | was their number one. | went to the local nursery
in the_ area when | was about three years old.

| wasn't born deaf. | became deaf when | was [l years old. | had started to use
speech by that time. My mum noticed the deafness because she would have to shout
things at me. She thought | had maybe gotten deaf at hospital when | had my tonsils
removed. She noticed that my speech was affected after that.

My mum thought about which school would be best to send me to. She visited the
Glasgow School for the Deaf and didn't like it. She then visited St Vincent's School
for the Deaf and Blind, and she liked that much better. | was sent there as a day pupil

when | was about three or four years old.
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First day

| remember my first day at St Vincent's really clearly. | was dropped off at school by
my parents. They said they were going to the shops to get some cigarettes and then
they never came back.

| was put into a room with a boy who was painting. | remember it was room 23. The
boy started painting on my arm and | was wondering why he was doing that. The
teacher then came and told me not to do that because she thought | had done it to
myself. | wasn’t angry but | just wondered what was going on.

Staff

The deaf pupils and blind pupils had different teachers because the blind kids were
taught using speech and the teachers of the deaf kids used some sign language.

The staff were a mix of nuns and normal staff. The first Sister that | met was Sister
Mary. Later on, there was a Sister Sl Who became She was
horrible. | remember a Sisterwho came in when | was fifteen or sixteen years
old. | only got a year with her but she was the best teacher | ever had. Mrs Elliot was
the music teacher. Mrs Kay was the maths teacher.

Routine at St Vincent's
Mealtimes/Food

| got fish soup with milk one day. It was horrible and had bones in it. | said | didn’t like
it and didn’t want it, but the nun forced me to eat it. She was putting the spoon to my
mouth to make me eat it. | was crying, moving back and writhing about in my chair
saying no, but she kept feeding me it. This happened in the old dining room with the
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When | was around seven or eight years old, the teachers would force us to wear
headphones in the classroom. | was able to hear music when | was younger when |
was able to hear so | was excited about the headphones. It ended up being a very
different experience because | couldn’t hear now. The noise coming from the
headphones was loud and deep, and | could feel the vibrations. The teachers would
force us to speak with these headphones on and make us read something out using
our voice. We had to follow the teacher’s finger on the words and read them out. |
didn’t understand what was written or what to say and the teachers would just shout
at me. It was really uncomfortable and | didn’'t understand why they were making us
wear headphones when we couldn’t hear and why they were trying to make us speak.

We had to wear the headphones most of the time. We also had to wear a body worn
hearing aid, which was attached to the front of the body and had a harness up to your
ears. That didn’t help either. It just gave you lots of background noise and distorted
sounds going in your ear.

Nothing was explained to us so we never knew why we had to wear the headphones
or hearing aids. | felt that the school thought that the use of oral communication was
better than sign language. It felt like their aim was to try and get everyone to speak.
We would sabotage the equipment on purpose so we didn’t have to use it.

There was a maths teacher called Mrs Kay, whose sign name was ‘Key.” She could
hardly sign and would use the oral method to try and teach us. My maths was terrible
because | had a teacher who couldn’t communicate with me. She would get annoyed
because | didn’t know things and tell me | should be ashamed of myself, which made
me struggle even more.

Mrs Kay sent me to Sister | because | was bad at maths. | must have been
about eight or nine years old at the time. Sister [ 92ve me this maths book

and it had maths questions in it. It had questions like what is 20 X 247 | was supposed
to figure this out. | was really stuck because | had never even been taught simple
multiplication. | was upset because | didn’t know how to do it. Sister [N Was
going on at me about how | didn't know how to do it and using a big red pen though
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my work and telling me | was bad. She told me | had to stay in over lunch to do it and
wouldn’t get any lunch. It destroyed my confidence and has affected my learning of

maths ever since.

| had this body worn hearing aid, which was a huge box attached to hearing aids that
you put in your ear lobes. It was like a phonic ear that you wore. | couldn’t hear a thing
with it but other children who wore it said they could hear the teacher going to the toilet
because the teacher would still have the microphone on. They could hear the teacher
going to the toilet.

At play time, all the children communicated with each other using sign language. |
struggled with that at first because | hadn’'t come from a family that signed, but | started
to pick it up as time went on. | preferred to use sign language.

When | was twelve or thirteen, | had total communication lessons. When | came back
to school after the summer, | was told | wasn’t going to total communication and that |
was going to the oral communication department. | would go in and sign “good
morning” and the nun, Sister Margaret, would angrily tell me not to use sign language.
| really struggled with that.

After about three months of having only oral communication, my mum noticed that |
was struggling and asked me what was wrong. | told her that | was just getting oral
communication. She went really mad and went to G | Sister ,
and explained that she wanted me to have access to sign language. | was then moved
back to the total communication class but it was being taught at a basic educational
level and | was way behind. That was Mrs McGill who taught us in room 10. She did

use BSL and was really lovely, but the teaching level wasn’t great.

We had music with Mrs Elliot. She was amazing. We would have class in the school
stage room. There was a piano on the stage and she would be up there playing the
piano, which was linked up to two huge speakers at each end of the room. We could
feel the vibrations of it because it was really loud. Different keys had different vibrations
and she would tell us to run at one vibration and stop at another one. She used
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vibrations in a good way but | didn’t really understand what the benefit of music classes

for deaf children was. | didn’t see the point.

We had to take our shoes and socks off and be barefoot in the gym hall and Mrs Elliot
would come in and inspect our feet, telling kids they had stinky feet, needed to cut
their nails, and point out if they had lumps. It was really weird. To this day, | don't like
my feet being seen, even on holiday, because of that weird memory.

We never got any proper sex education because it was a Catholic school. We got
some very limited information on two weekend retreats but it wasn’t in school.

We were taught religious education and a lot about Jesus. That seemed to be their
main thing. It was like being brainwashed.

We had cookery class with Miss or Mrs Borland when we got to twelve years old and
were in senior school, and that was good. We never got in trouble in that class or told
off, not even when we burned something. The teacher would always be happy and
singing. | passed that class.

We had biology and the teacher, Mr West, would write things on the black board and
told us to copy it. He would just rush through things without explaining anything and |
really struggled in that class. It was just assumed that | could read and write when |
couldn’t. | failed biology. Mr Black then took over teaching biology and he couldn’t use
BSL so would teach us about blood, using gestures and drawings. We learned to lip
read him and managed to understand him that way. He was only there for a short time.

The best teacher | had was Sister who came in when | was about fourteen years
old. She started teaching with explanations and when she realised we didn't
understand, she went right back to the basics and started teaching from there, and
then we progressed. The education | got from her was great. It was a shame that |
didn't meet her earlier, when | started the school, because | would have got a much
better education. She was an amazing teacher. She understood sign language and
was a beautiful signer. She would write on the board as well and make sure that the
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kids all understood her. We had never had a teacher like that before and we were so
thirsty to learn and she could see that. | think she also had frustrations with the school

about our low education level at our age.

There was only one deaf teacher called Gerry Hughes. He taught technical drawing
and he would use BSL to teach us. He only taught us for a short time and then left. All
the other teachers were hearing. Most of them used their voice and the oral approach.
There was very little sign language.

My level of education and use of written English was very poor when | left St Vincent's.
It would have been better if teachers had taught us BSL and then used BSL to teach
us because then we would have understood better.

Healthcare

| had really bad stomach ache once and had bad diarrhoea. | can't remember how old
| was, but | was between five and eight years old. | was really unwell and the teacher,
Miss Salll} came into the toilet and forced me to take down my trousers and there
was poo everywhere in my pants and trousers and it had spilled down the side of the
toilet. I was crying and really upset. She forced me to get toilet paper and clean it and
was shouting at me to clean the toilet. | felt really embarrassed and humiliated.

| remember getting health checks at school from a visiting doctor. He would check
your heart, tongue and ears and touch your tummy. You'd get asked to take your
trousers down and the doctor would look at your private parts. He didn’t touch you but
would have a look. Other boys got it as well because we would tell each other about it
afterwards but nobody knew why he was looking at us down there.

We got ear checks periodically, when the nuns would check your ears and clean the
wax out. They used a metal tool with cotton wool at the end and it was really sore.
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it and he was told to be quiet. | remember pregnancy was mentioned but there was no
mention of condoms or anything.

When | went home, my mum asked about how the sex education was. | was so
embarrassed and told her to stop talking about it.

Another retreat was to Barrhead when | was about fourteen or fifteen years old. | think
it was a training college for nuns and priests. \We got sex education there as well, but
again, it was very limited and they didn’t answer any questions. | learned more about

sex from other deaf people.
Inspections

| remember people coming in to do inspections. The teachers gave us a big speech
telling us that inspectors were coming in to watch us and see the place, and |
remember the school being cleaned for it.

We would see people from outside coming in with clipboards and guess that they were
inspectors but they never attempted to speak to any of the children.

Abuse at St Vincent’s

Sister S vas this really tall and really vile woman who was EXSNIEEGzGN or

a while. She used to keep me in over lunch time as a punishment because | couldn’t
do maths. | couldn’t do maths because | wasn’t being taught properly but | was the
one being punished by not being fed.

The staff were really physically forceful with the kids. They would always be grabbing
kids and dragging them about by the scruff of the neck or the arm. It happened every
day. The teachers were sometimes physical but it was mainly the non-teaching staff
that were most physical. Mrs [§iillland Mrs [Eill] were especially physical with the
kids. They were auxiliary staff who would be around at break times. They would always

10



55,

56.

57.

58.

drag kids around and even spank them. | was never spanked by them because | kept
away from them but | saw them spank other kids.

Violence and attacks happened every day. | saw children being battered by the nuns
and being hit about the head and body with a belt. Sometimes it was random so you
never knew when it would be your turn so you never felt safe. The nuns seemed to

get some cruel pleasure from this it seemed.

Miss threatened me with the belt one time, when | was about seven or eight
years old. Somebody had been misbehaving in class and when she asked who it was,
and another child said my name. She was angry and her eyes were all dilated and she
shouted at me to stand in the corner. | was all upset and crying and saying it wasn't
me. She had a leather strap in her hand and threatened me with it. She didn’t hit me
but threatened to. | was so scared. | never told my mum about this but | started having
nightmares and wetting the bed after this. My mum had to shake me to wake me up in
the middle of the night because | was having nightmares and screaming in my sleep.

This carried on until | was thirteen years old.

| would wet myself at home during the night and wouldn’'t clean myself properly
because | was still young. When | went into school, the nuns would shout at me for
wetting the bed because they could smell it.

| saw other kids get belted quite regularly. There was one boy who got it quite a lot. |
remember when we were all in the big hall one time and NG orabbed this
boy and took him into a room just off the hall. We didn’t see her belting him but when
he came back out, his arms and face were marked red and he told me he had been
belted. The nun was EAMIIEGzg -t the time and wore the blue clothes that

B vorc. but it wasn't Miss I ! think the pupil was a boarder. |

don't remember his name. There were two boys who had the same face and | would

always get them mixed up. Their sign names were ‘| N 2n< TR but |
am not sure of their actual names. ‘||l is now dead.
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A member of staff called e looked after the kids at break times. He wasn't
a teacher. One time, he got really angry at a comment some boy had made. He thought
| had made the comment even though | hadn't. He absolutely flipped his lid and
dragged me from the gym hall, where we were, into the girls changing room. He lifted
me up and slammed me up against the wall so my feet were dangling. There were
metal coat hooks on the wall, which | just missed. | could have died if they'd hit me in
the head. He held me there and was screaming in my face with bad breath and spitting
on me. | was ten or eleven years old at the time. He was in his late thirties. He was
quite a tall, well-built guy and wore glasses. | saw him do it to other kids as well. There
were two boys that he really targeted, called ||| | [ | =" GG
He'd always be grabbing them and dragging them. He would take them into another
room so nobody else would see what he was doing.- had bowel and continence
problems and additional needs. He would get bullied by other boys. He ended his own
life as an adult. i} is still alive but he isn’t part of the deaf community.

| was given lines as a punishment because speech and hearing therapy didn’t work
for me. It didn’t work because | was profoundly deaf so | don’t know why they even
sent me there when it didn’t work. | was punished for having a disability, which is

abuse. The lines served no purpose and were completely meaningless.

Boarders definitely got treated differently than day pupils. Two or three boarders told
me how bad it was for them and how cruel things were for them in the dorms. There
was much more physical punishment administered in the dormitories from what |
heard. One of my friends, [l told me that he would get abused in the
dormitories. He was a lovely guy and a boarder. He would get suspended from school
all the time but then would return after a few months. He later changed his name to

B He is dead now.

Peer abuse

We would be allowed in the gym hall at break times. There wouldn’t usually be
teachers around. There was a boys’ changing room next to the gym hall and there
would be a big group of older boys and two girls in there having sex. This happened
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Other information

The staff from St Vincent's should be in prison for the abuse of children. Some of the
people they taught went on to take their own lives because of the abuse.

| was looking at the Scottish Government website to see what was accessible for deaf
people and | saw the British Sign Language (Scotland) Act and legislation covering
the care system, and information on the redress scheme. There was also a BSL clip,
which was translated. | was just lucky to happen upon it. | felt like there was a big gap
in it because it was for children in care homes and boarders, but it didn’t deal with day
pupils like me, who were not boarders. | then recently saw a post that a deaf person
had put up on Facebook about the Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry and that is why |
contacted the Inquiry. There is legislation covering care homes and boarders but there
needs to be legislation covering day pupils, like me.

When providing this statement, two British Sign Language interpreters interpreted for
me on both occasions when | met with the Inquiry. Jackie Greenshields and Nathan
Imeson, British Sign Language interpreters, interpreted my statement for me on the
date of signing, which | was able to do having understood my draft statement, which
was read out to me and interpreted by them.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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Declaration of interpreters

| declare that the facts stated in this written statement as interpreted by me are a
faithful and true explanation according to the best of my skill and understanding.

sgrcd. NGB . v zsnssons .

Dated..... S( S, ( ors ] ( Qurnnes. . B6. | NTECPEIR). .

Declaration of interpreters

| declare that the facts stated in this written statement as interpreted by me are a

faithful and true explanation according to the best of my skill and understanding.
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